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The perfect Christmas gift. 

Driving Experiences at Mercedes-Benz World, from just £45. 


High performance AMG experiences on track, extreme off-road 4x4 adventures and Driving Experiences 
for under 16s. Guarantee the gifts you give this Christmas are the most memorabie ever. 

Call 0370 400 4000 or visit mercedes-benzwoi1d.co.uk to buy your Christmas gifts today. 





British chic, Swiss excellence: Breitling for Bentley combines the best of both worlds. Style and performance. Luxury 
and accomplishment. Class and audacity. Power and refinement. Perfectly epitomising this exceptional world, the 
Bentley BOS Unitime houses a Manufacture Breitling calibre, chronometer-certified by the COSC (Swiss Official 
Chronometer Testing Institute), the highest benchmark in terms of precision and reliability. It is distinguished by its 
exclusive crown -adjusted worldtime system featuring revolutionary user friendliness. A proud alliance between the 
grand art of British carmaking and the fine Swiss watchmaking tradition. 


breitlingforbentley.conn 



THE ESSENCE OF BRITAIN 

Made in Switzerland by BREITLING 




Official fuel consumption for #ie Volvo V40 T2 R“Desi 9 n (manuat) in MPG (1/1 (X)km): Urban 41 .5 (6.8), Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5), Combined 
53.3 (5.3). C02 Emissions 1 24g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisons betv^/een vehicles and may 
not reflect real driving results. Finance subject to status. Retail sales only. ‘Subject to availability at partidpating dealers onfy on vehicles registered by 31st December 2014. 





THE VOLVO V40R-DESIGN. 
THE COMPETITION NEED TO 
WAKH THEIR HATCHBAdO. 


17" DIAMOND CUT ALLOY WHEELS 
TWIN CHROME TAIL PIPES 
ADAPTIVE DIGITAL DISPLAY 
R-DESIGN SPORTS UPHOLSTERY 
UP TO Saa MPG (COMBINED FIGURE) 
CITY SAFETY 

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

AT VOLVOCARSXO.uk 

Personal Contract Purchase 
Representative Example: 
V40T2R-Design 


36 Monthly payments 

£249 

Customef deposit 

£2,099 

Firiartce deposit contribution £500 

Representative APR 

S.9%APR 

On the road price* 

£19.308.90 

Total amount of credit 

£16,709.90 

Interest changes 

£2.390,10 

Total amount payable 

£21,699 

Optional final payment 

£10,136 

Duration of agreement (ninths) 37 

Fixed rate of interest p.a. 

3.04% 

Mileage per annum 

8,000 

Brcess mileage charge 

14.9p per mile 



At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehtde. (It) Retain: F^y the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (llj) Return tiie vehicle. FurUier 
charges rmy be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 1 8 or over. Guarantee/! ndemnity may be required. Volvo Car Credit 

RH1 1 SR, Tfbii wttl not mm tho votiJcIo iinti all payinotita aro mado. 



MASERATI 


MASERATI AUTHORISED SERVICE AND REPAIR NETWORK 


The Maserati authorised service and repair network are dedicated to ensuring the performance and safety of your Maserati are never compromised. 


Arrow 

Cardiff 

02920 666 472 

Bowker 

Osbaldeston, Lancashire 

01254 769 069 
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Exeter 

01392 822 080 

Charles Hurst 
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028 9038 1721 

Dick Lovett 

Swindon 

01793 615 000 
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Birmingham 

0121 445 3020 

Graypaul 

Edinburgh 

0131 475 4500 
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Nottingham 

01159 833 555 

H.R. Owen 

London, NW 

020 8978 3600 

JCT600 Brooklands 

Leeds 

0113 389 0700 

Joe Macari 

London, SW 

020 8877 0157 

Lancaster 

Colchester, Essex 

01206 848 566 

Maranello 

Egham, Surrey 

01784 433 043 

Marshalls 

Peterborough 

08442 451 652 

Meridien Modena 

Lyndhurst, Hampshire 

02380 283 404 

Motorline 

Maidstone, Kent 

01622 233 111 

Park's 

Hamilton, Glasgow 

01698 303 828 

Ridgeway 

Oxford 

01865 865 100 




www.maserati.co.uk 
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SEVENTEEN YEARS OLD. YOU’VE PASSED YOUR DRIVING 

S test. The sensation of freedom is overwhelming. You can go anywhere! 

Except you can’t, because you need to get your mum’s permission to drive 
her Fiat Uno 1000 Fire. And she’s not comfortable with you driving on 
your own yet. Perhaps you shouldn’t have been so cocky when she was 
teaching you; practising (well, butchering) heel-and-toe shifts when you 
should’ve been paying more attention to sensible things like reverse parking. Boooring. . . 

The night you pass your test you beg, and I mean beg, to borrow the Fiat. Mum finally 
relents. Twenty minutes later with your buddies Jeremy in the front and John in the back, 
you understeer into a hedge. John and Jeremy are disappointed - after all, you’re the 
car guy. You’re the one who can reel off every FI champion by year. You’re the one who 
always wins on Outrun. 

Ten minutes after you extract the Uno from the hedge, you’re attempting to reverse park 
in the local pub car park. There’s a clanggg noise as the Uno’s three-quarter panel slams 
into a Mk4 Cortina’s bumper. The Ford is unscathed. Your mum’s Fiat has a large punch 
mark in it (and some hedge in the grille). First day; two prangs. Mum is going to go mad. 

There’s only one thing for it - buy your own car, choose your own destiny, take any 
damage on the chin, be accountable to yourself. Your buddy Dominic is selling his yellow 
Mini 1275GT. It’s been in a prang and the rear subframe isn’t exactly square but you’d 
secretly longed for that car since the day he turned up to the sixth-form in it. He wants £80. 
That’s what he’s been offered scrap. A couple of weeks later you hand over the cash. 

The insurance people say it’s going to cost £475 to insure. What?! Your dad says you 
probably should’ve got a quote before you bought it. You scrounge together the money, and 
soon you’re crabbing down the road in your own wheels - and it feels like heaven. You’re 
driving all hours. Enjoying that exquisite nirvana of driving just for the hell of it. One night 
Southend. Another Margate. One day you even brave central London. 

In reality, the Mini soon crumbles away. Rust has set in, and its pandemic. Back to the 
Uno. And you’ll have to share it with your sister. But muuumm! 

I loved that 1275GT not for what it was but for what it represented. It wasn’t an ‘evo car’ 
by today’s standards but it felt like it to me. The colour, the stripes, the 
snorty carb - it was different. Then one day I got all the affirmation I 
needed. A bloke in a Miami Blue 205 GTI - a car I longed for - nodded 
at me. My friends thought it was weird, but it felt to me like I’d been 
welcomed into a brotherhood. 

I hope you enjoy issue 204 of evo - new staff writer Sam Sheehan’s 
piece on readers’ first evo cars in particular is a cracker. I’d love to 
hear your early car-owning memories. Email me at nickt@evo.co.uk 

Nick Trott Editor (@evoNickTrott) 



NEW EVO 
WEBSITE! 


Visit 

evo.co.uk 


■ New platform 

■ Improved performance 

■ Improved stability 

■ New comments system 

■ Better search function 


■ Expanded gallery 
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F-TYPE 

GOES 

AWD... 


Up close F-type’s new transmissions 


Sports-oriented four-wheel 
drive and a six-speed manual 
are added to the F-type line-up, 
aithough not both together 

Words: Antony ingram 


...AND 
GETS A 
MANUAL 
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B^THE 

QUICKESTGOLF 

Prodrive-prepared rally 
machine for a Chinese 
championship where 
anything goes 



Ee SPEED 
DEMONS 

Auto Vivendi supercar 
ciub reveais pians for more 
speciaiised top speed 
events and new venues 



IS> AUDI’S 
NEW DESIGN 
DIRECTION 

Proiogue concept reveais 
what Audi’s designers are 
thinking offor the future 



ISILEADINGTHE 

CHARGE 

How battery technoiogy 
for eiectric cars and 
hybrids has moved on, 
especiaiiy with recharging 




SPROUTING FROM 
the centre console of 
Jaguar’s revised F-type 
Coupe and Convertible 
Is a device the likes of which Jaguar 
sports car drivers haven’t seen for a 
long time - a manual gearlever. 

While paddleshifts dominate the 
premium market these days, Jaguar’s 
engineers and PR people believe that 
there’s a real market for a manual. In 
the UK, It could account for up to a 
fifth of F-type sales. 

The rod-operated shift has been 
engineered for a mechanical feel and 
has a short, 45mm throw. The gearbox 
has dry-sump lubrication to reduce 
frictional losses, and the manual 
set-up Is lighter than the automatic, by 
10kg, providing further benefits for the 
enthusiastic driver. 

The catch Is that It’s only available 
on the V6 and V6 S models - F-type 
chief programme engineer Russ 
Varney says the manual arrangement 
simply Isn’t strong enough for the 
supercharged V8’s hefty torque 
output. That said. Jaguar hasn’t 
completely ruled out a manual V8. 
Choosing the manual gearbox, where 
available, will save you £1800. 

The manual ’box Is one of several 
new technological steps for the 2015 
F-type. Equally significant Is the 
Introduction of an all-wheel drive 
option. Available on the V6 S - but not 



with the manual gearbox - and V8 
models, the all-wheel-drive system Is 
said to be optimised for performance 
and dynamics. 

In normal driving the AWD F-types 
should behave much as their rear-drive 
counterparts, with 100 per cent of 
the power directed towards the rear 
wheels. Varney says that torque 
can be sent forwards as necessary. 


‘0-60in3.9sec 
makes the AWD 
R the quickest 
F-type yet’ 

though the system stops short of 
powering the front wheels alone - an 
understandable decision when the V8 
R develops up to 5011b ft of torque. 

Externally, only a slightly revised 
bonnet design - with new vents and 
creases along Its length - gives away 
the AWD car, along with a small badge 
at the rear. Choosing AWD adds £4850 
to the price, 80kg In weight (according 


to Jaguar’s figures) and In the case of 
the R trims the claimed 0-60mph time 
by a tenth of a second to 3.9sec - the 
quickest yet for an F-type. 

And talking of the R, that badge has 
finally made Its way onto a soft-top 
F-type. The R Convertible replaces the 
488bhp V8 S Convertible, and matches 
the R Coupe’s 542bhp, 0-60 times and 
limited top speed of 186mph. In AWD 
form the R Convertible will also be 
the most expensive F-type yet, with a 
price tag of £97,135. 

The changes for 2015 don’t stop 
there. The updated F-type has gained 
electric power steering, ousting the 
existing hydraulic set-up. Jaguar has 
spent the last five years developing 
Its ERAS system, but decided against 
fitting It to the F-type at launch. Now 
It believes the system can deliver feel, 
accuracy and weighting that eclipses 
the old hydraulic arrangement. 

Meanwhile, Torque Vectoring by 
Braking, previously on the R only. Is 
now standard on the V6 S too and an 
option on the entry-level V6. 

Finally, Jaguar has Introduced a new 
‘InControl Touch’ Infotainment system, 
offering an Interface more worthy 
of a premium market car. InControl 
links your smartphone to the In-dash 
display, allowing Interaction with, for 
example, music and social media apps. 
Voice control ensures distraction 
should be minimised. □ 


How the F-type 
AWD compares 




JAGUAR F-TYPE R COUPE AWD AUDI R8 V8 S-TRONIC 



PORSCHE 911 C4 GTS PDK 


Engine 

V8,5000cc, supercharger 

V8,4163cc 

Flat-six, 3800CC 

Power 

542bhp @ 6500rpm 

424bhp@7900rpm 

424bhp@7500rpm 

Torque 

5021b ft @3500rpm 

3171b ft @4500rpm 

3241b ft @5750rpm 

Weight 

1730kg 

1565kg 

1490kg 

Power-to-weight 

318bhp/ton 

275bhp/ton 

289bhp/ton 

0-62mph 

4.1sec (claimed) 

4.3sec (claimed) 

4.0sec (claimed) 

Top speed 

186mph (limited) 

186mph (claimed) 

188mph (claimed) 

Basic price 

£91,650 

£96,635 

£98,679 
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WORLD’S 

^ Released from the strictures of FIA WRC regulations, rally 

specialist Prodrive has created possibiy the uitimate Golf to 
compete in the Chinese Raily Championship words : Sam Sheehan 

FASTEST GOLF? 

Super-Golf reveals its fresh new muscle 



‘I CAN ONLY imagine 
what it must have been 
iike, arriving at Banbury 
to see haifthepiace 
fiattened. Oniy a few weeks eariier 
they’d handed over £350,000. it must 
have been quite unnerving.’ 

Paui Eastman, Prodrive’s head of 
raiiy design, can iaugh now. His team’s 
iatest creation, the open raiiy spec 
VW Goif SCRC, buiit for China-based 
FAW-Voikswagen, sits in front of us, 
fuiiy buiit except for a set of wheeis 
and hoiesforthe bonnet pins. 

We’re standing in one of the few 
remaining Prodrive buiidings, the rest 
having been demoiished ahead of a big 
move across the road. ‘Given haif of 
Prodrive was gone, FAW-VW piaced a 
iot of trust in us.’ 

Trust, not just that Prodrive wasn’t 
about to disappear from existence 
with £350k in its pocket, but aiso that 
it couid buiid a competitive raiiy car, 
from scratch, in just six months. 

‘When they said they needed the 
car by November, and bearing in mind 
this was June, i wasn’t too confident. 
And when they said they didn’t have 


any of the digitai scans for the five- 
door car, we reaiised time was going to 
be even tighter.’ 

Standing next to the near-finished 
car, it’s hard to beiieve that it was a 
French deaier demonstrator just a 
few months back. Rather than arriving 
from VW as a bodysheii, it was driven 
back to the UK from the Continent, 
stripped and dipped back to its bare 
bodysheii and scanned, whiist a sister 
demo car remained intact and was 
aiso scanned to enabie Prodrive to 
have ‘ciothed’ and ‘unciothed’ scans to 
base its buiid on. 

From there the six-strong team 
was abie to turn the Goif into a raiiying 
VW that shouid be faster than even 
Sebastien Ogier’s WRC Poio. But then 
as the China Raiiy Championship 
has open reguiations, a iarger, 2-iitre 
turbo engine with a bigger, 35mm air 
restrictor can be used, aiong with a 
more aggressive aero package. 

You know the Goif SCRC must be 
reaiiy speciai when Prodrive caiis it 
‘the best raiiy car we’ve ever made’. 
Given the short timescaie for the buiid, 
that’s quite something. □ 


‘OPEN REGS 
MEAN A LARGER, 
2-LITRE TURBO 
ENGINE, 

PLUS A MORE 
AGGRESSIVE 
AERO PACKAGE’ 


1: Huge rear wing permissibie under 
China’s open raiiy regs; five-door Goif 
chosen as it’s the smaiiest car FAW- 
VW seiis in China. 2 : Big iever iinks to 
WRC-spec Xtrac six-speed sequentiai 
gearbox. 3 : Turbo 2-iitre four kicks 
out more than 300bhp, running with 
2bar boost and a 35mm restrictor. 

4 : Car is made up of bespoke and 
shared parts, deveioped in-house to 
fit muitipie piatforms. 5 : AP Racing 
four-pot caiipers damp 355mm discs: 
dampers are three-way adjustabie. 

6: Eastman expiains that Prodrive 
wants to take on more such projects 
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Prologue shows 
shape of new A9 



Four-spoke steering wheel is 
inspired by that found in the 
original Quattro 


‘Virtual cockpit’ gives the impression 
of three separate layers at different 
depths within the instrument binnacle. 
Each layer displays different info, 
depending on its importance, and 
what is shown can change depending 
on the selected mode 


Lower central touchscreen 
controls various vehicle settings 
and can also receive handwriting 
input. When not in use, the OLED 
(organic light emitting diode) 
screen turns almost completely 
transparent and folds away 


The shift-by-wire gearlever acts as a 
wrist rest when the central screen is in 
use. It has been designed to sit as flush 
as possible with the central tunnel 


Main dash panel contains three 
displays. The passenger gets a 
widescreen touchscreen, from 
which navigation information 
can be sent to the driver’s virtual 
cockpit with a swiping action 


Audi’s ‘Butler’ software identifies 
each passenger by their smartphone 
and adjusts seats and climate control 
to their individual preferences. 
Phones can be wirelessly charged 



AUDI GAVE US a glimpse 
of the future at the 
recent LA auto show 
when it revealed its 
new Prologue concept. Touted as the 
forerunner to a forthcoming A9, the 
sports coupe concept’s design is said 


to hold inspiration for future models. 

The striking exterior flaunts sharp 
lines with bulging arches that hark 
back to the original Quattro’s, with a 
swooping bonnet and roofline. Taut 
proportions and 22in wheels disguise 
the car’s large, A8-matching footprint. 

Under the bonnet sits a twin-turbo 



4-litre TFSI V8 producing 597bhp 
and 5161b ft of torque, with an 
additional 371b ft 
available during 
short bursts of 
‘overboost’. 

Despite a 
hefty 1980kg 
kerb weight, that 


grunt enables the concept to reach 
62mph in a claimed 3.7sec, no doubt 
helped by quattro traction and a quick- 
changing eight-speed Tiptronic ’box. 

Underneath, the chassis gets 
five-linkair suspension and all-wheel 
steering that can turn the rear wheels 
by as much as five degrees. 

Inside, a high-tech dash (detailed 
above) is joined by wood veneers, 
aluminium trim and soft leathers. 

The car also features a 48-volt 
electrical system that’s powered by an 
independent electric motor, making 
the concept a ‘mild hybrid’. Audi says 
the system is destined to make it into 
production very soon. □ 



Endurance calendar 

If you enjoy Drew Gibson’s 
photography in this issue’s Race 
of Remembrance feature then his 
2015 Endurance calendar is a must- 
have. Featuring breathtaking shots 
from the 2014 sportscar season 
- including Le Mans - the 420 x 
300mm calendar costs £29.99 and 
is available from drew-gibson.co.uk 



Spot Trace tracker 

Globalstar has created a tracker 
that keeps tabs on your car any 
time and anywhere. Spot Trace is 
small (5 X 7 X 2cm), can be mounted 
almost anywhere, and contacts you 
via text or email when its vibration 
sensor detects movement. You can 
then follow its GPS coordinates on 
Google Maps. We have a Spot Trace 
unit worth £99 to give away - head 
to facebook.com/evomagazine to 
find out more. 



Kristensen retires 

Nine-time Le Mans-winnerTom 
Kristensen has announced his 
retirement. Seven of those wins 
were in Audis; he also clinched 
the inaugural World Endurance 
Championship with the German 
marque in 2013. During a career 
spanning four decades, Kristensen 
has DTM, BTCC, ALMS and F3000 
race wins to his name. The 47-year- 
old Dane’s last race was the Six 
Hours of Sao Paulo in November. 
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INTRODUCING THE KIA CARENS 

Over 1 3,000 customers have posted honest revievws of our cars. 
And now that the Kia Carens has been awarded Euro NCAP's 
much revered 'best in class' safety rating with a maximum 5 stars, 
isn't it time to review your current car? 


The Power to Surprise 


50% minimum deposit 36 month term on conditional sale. 


USB & Aux ports 7 seats Cruise control 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/1 00km) for the new Kia Carens range are; Urban 33.6 (8.4) - 48.7 (5.8), Extra Urban 
53.3 (5.3) - 68,9 (4.1), Combined 44.1 (6.4) - 60.1 (4.7). CO 2 emissions are 159 - 124 g/km. mpg figures are official eu test figures 

for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown: Kia Carens "V 1.6 GDI 133 bhp 6- speed manual ISG 7 -seat @ £17.605 including £900 customer 
saving and metallic paint. Customer savings vary by model derivative, Specification is subject to change without notice, Price^ Reevoo score and number of reviews correct at time 
of going to press, 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty, for terms and exclusions visit www^kia^cOnUk, Offer not available with any other offer, Retail sales only. Subject 
to availability on vehicles registered between 01/10/14 and 31/12/14 Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 18's or over Guarantee/indemnity may be required. 
You win not own thi voliido untQ oi paymonti are inidi. Kia Motors Finance RH 1 1 SR. The Bluetooth* word mark and logo are registered trademarks and owned by the Bluetooth SIG, Inc. 


EURO' 




'NCAP 
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News in brief 



Vivendi 
to keep 
going 
flat out 

Director Craig Wiliiams 
reveais future plans for 
VMax200 events 

Words: Antony Ingram 


O THERE’S A LOT of talk on 
barstools in pubs about 
whether a Ferrari 458 or 
McLaren 12C is quicker. 
We actually do it for real.’ 

Craig Williams, Director at private 
supercar club Auto Vivendi and 
originator of the VMax200 concept, 
has been doing it for real since 2002. 
And he’ll continue doing it for real into 
2015 and beyond. In 2014, the company 
paired up with evo to create evoMax 
(see issue 202). Cars present included 
a Veyron, a LaFerrari and a thousand- 
horsepower Nissan Qashqai. A target 
for next year, says Williams, is to get 
the ‘big three’ together at a VMax200 
event - the Porsche 918, McLaren PI 
and LaFerrari. 

That will be quite a coup for a 
company that started out of a simple 
desire to drive supercars in a manner 
the makers intended. With such cars 
becoming too fast to fully exploit on 
public roads, Williams got together 
with a group of like-minded individuals, 
approached the Bruntingthorpe 
Proving Ground, hired its two-mile 
runway for a day, and had some fun. 

‘The event grew from there,’ he 
explains, ‘but it was always a sort 
of underground, secret, invite-only 
event.’ In the age of the internet, such 



Above: Craig Williams says that speed events remain key to Auto Vivendi’s activities 


secret events don’t remain so for long, 
and while VMax200 has remained 
invite-only, its scale has grown as 
other supercar owners long to extend 
their own vehicles in a safe, friendly 
environment. 

A non-judgemental one too. ‘I’m 
always very keen to push the fact that 
our members are a sensible group of 
high-end supercar owners. We do a 
full safety briefing before every event, 
always use the Top Gear safety team 
and everyone’s very respectful of each 
others’ cars,’ Williams tells us. 

That respect is all the more 
important when two cars are sharing 
the same sector of runway. VMax200 
has grown in parallel with owners 
occasionally unwilling to take their 
cars on regular trackdays - perhaps 
in fear of coming to grief at the end of 
someone’s aggressively driven track 
special. ‘At VMax200 everything is 
spaced out. People feel they can relax, 
yet still push their cars.’ 

While straight-line blasts are central 
to VMax’s appeal - particularly as 
speeds have risen from a 174mph 
Diablo at the first event to 212mph 
at the recent evoMax - there’s much 
more to the events. Since joining Auto 
Vivendi, Williams has had the time and 
budget to turn it into the definitive 


supercar experience, without 
detracting from its purity. 

Owners can explore their cars’ 
potential in more or less any way they 
like once safety crews have given the 
green light. Simple top speed blast? 
Sure, but why not line up alongside a 
friend and see who gets there first? 

At evoMax, Williams introduced a 
quarter-mile board, giving attendees 
an idea of their speed at that distance: 
‘You might see a 911 GT3 getting to 100, 
maybe 105mph by that point - but the 
Veyron and LaFerrari were doing nearly 
BOrnph. It’s a great way of seeing what 
a car will do.’ 

More diverse experiences are on 
the way. There’s an event coming up 
at Dunsfold Aerodrome - home of a 
certain car-themed TV show - and a 
few runs out to Wales, one of which 
will take in the evo Triangle. Back at 
Bruntingthorpe, VMax200 will set up 
a VIP drivers’ lounge to hang out in 
between runs. Themed events are on 
the way, too: DeutscheMax, for German 
cars, VMax Britannia and VMax Italia. 
And VMax won’t stop there, either, 
as Williams explains: ‘We’re going to 
offer some little extras that will make 
it a better day out. Some of those will 
be technological, and some will just 
be social.’ □ 



New Lister hypercar 

Buoyed by the success of selling 
re-imagined versions of its historic 
‘Knobbly’ race car. Lister MD 
Laurence Whittaker has announced 
plans to build a ‘world-beating’ 
hypercar with a £2million price tag. 
The car exists only in sketch form 
at the moment, but Lister is now 
seeking external investors to fund 
the project. 



Subaru BRZ 
Cosworth 

Renowned tuner Cosworth 
promises to inject some sparkle 
into the Subaru BRZ’s performance 
with a new Stage 2 tune for the 
FA-20 2-litre boxer engine. A 
new manifold, intercooler and 
supercharger boost output to 
280bhp and 2261b ft of torque. 
Pricing has yet to be announced, 
but Stage 1 tuning starts at £1995. 



Audi R8 Competition 

Audi revealed its fastest-ever 
production vehicle at the recent Los 
Angeles motor show, in the form of 
the LMS-inspired R8 Competition. 
Based on the R8 VIO Plus, its 
5.2-litre engine produces 570bhp, 
enabling 0-60mph in 3.2sec and 
a top speed of 199mph. A sports 
exhaust system and ceramic brakes 
are standard, and just 60 examples 
will be made - all of them destined 
for the US market. 
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SWISS HERITAGE MODERN DESIGN 



MORE THAN A FINE SWISS TIMEPIECE, A MOVADO WATCH IS A GIFT OF MODERN ARTISTRY AND ACCIAIMED DESIGN. THE DIAL WITH 
A SINGLE DOT AT 12 WAS CONCEIVED BY BAUHAUS-INFLUENCED ARTIST NATHAN GEORGE HORWIH IN 1947. WHEN HIS 
ORIGINAL DESIGN WAS SELECTED FOR THE PERMANENT COLLECTION OF NEW YORK'S MUSEUM OF MODERN ART IN 1960, IT 
BECAME THE FIRST WATCH DIAL EVER AWARDED THIS DISTINCTION. TODAY, MOVADO WATCHES ARE IN THE COLLECTIONS OF 
PROMINENT MUSEUMS AROUND THE WORLD INCLUDING THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM IN LONDON, AND EXCITING NEW 
EXPLORATIONS OF THIS TIME-HONOURED DIAL DISTINGUISH AN ENTIRE COLLECTION OF EXCEPTIONAL MOVADO TIMEPIECES. 


MOVADO 


MySiyM® CIAS5IC AVAtiABlE AT ERNEST JONES 




Check out the film at peugeotco.uk/GTi30th and shore your comments with us using #GTiLegend 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/lOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 208 GTi 30th Limited Edition are: Urbon 
40.9 (6.9), Extra Urbon 6T4 (4.6), Combined 52.3 (5.4) and CO 2 125 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended os 
Q guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-rood driving conditions. Information correct at time of going to press. 


PEUGEOT 208 GTi 30TH LIMITED EDITION 



MOTION & EMOTION 


PEUGEOT 



Electricity grid 


THE RECHARGING 
REVOLUTION 


The inconvenience of charging an electric 
vehicle is set to become a thing of the past, with 
top-up times cut to minutes - and the need to 
plug the car in removed altogether 

Words: Michael Whiteley, research scientist 


BATTERY 

TECHNOLOGY FOR 
electric vehicles has 
come a long way 
since the humble 
milk float. Today we are getting more 
power, for longer, and with faster charge 
times. That last point is not to be 
underestimated if electric cars are to 
enjoy widespread success, as charging 
time is one of the main anxieties people 
have with Battery Electric Vehicles 
(BEVs). However, recently we’ve seen a 
number of developments that will make 
recharging a BEV quicker and more 
convenient. Let’s take a closer look. 

WIRED CHARGING 

There are three main ways of charging 
an electric car: trickle charging, fast 
charging and rapid charging. 

Trickle charging is the conventional 
method that uses a 3kW power output 
(think electric kettle power). Depending 
on the capacity of the battery store, it 
will take around eight hours to achieve a 
full charge using this method. 

Fast charging uses a single-phase 
power output of around 7-22kW. These 
are becoming more popular in the UK 
and can half the charge time to around 
four hours for an average BEV battery. 

Rapid charging uses a 43kW+ power 
output to charge an average BEV 
battery pack to 80 per cent of its full 


capacity in 30 minutes. Rapid charging 
is relatively new, and a project headed 
by the Trans-European Network - 
Transport’ programme (TEN-T) is 
hoping to install 74 rapid-charge points 
across the UK. The TEN-T project is 
supported by some of the top electric- 
car makers, including BMW, Nissan 
and Renault, and is aimed at making 
BEVs more attractive to the public by 
reducing charge times. 

Rapid charging has been proved 
to damage the batteries to a certain 
degree over time, but it’s not as bad 
as previously thought. It has been 
shown with a Nissan Leaf that racked 
up more than 40,000 miles that the 
overall change in energy capacity was 
down 4 per cent compared with normal 
charging: so, not too worrying. 

Where do we go from rapid charging? 
Tesla may hold the answer, and it’s 
called ‘supercharging’. The American car 
maker is embarking on installing a range 
of supercharging stations throughout 
Europe, and we currently have five in 
the UK. These units are rated at 120kW, 


or 400 volts at over 250 amps, and can 
charge a Tesla Model S to a 170-mile 
range in only 30 minutes. 

WIRELESS CHARGING 

We can trace wireless charging back 
to the electric toothbrush, and more 
recently we have seen retrofit kits 
to make our phones charge without 
wires. Scaled up, the same technology 
can charge BEVs, and it is even being 
used by the Formula E single-seater 
championship - although not for the 
competing cars; instead, wireless 
charging is being used for the BMW i3 
and i8 support cars. The technology is 
supplied by telecommunications and 
semi-conductor specialist Qualcomm 
and uses inductive charging to keep the 
support cars topped up and ready to go. 

The exact technology used is 
called resonant magnetic induction. It 
employs a primary and secondary coil 
to charge the battery (see diagram, 
above). One coil is housed in a ground 
pad, the second in an underbody pad 
fitted to the car. An oscillating current is 


passed through the ground coil, creating 
an oscillating magnetic field. The coil on 
the car can pick up on this resonance, 
transferring current to the on-board 
battery store. 

As an added bonus, compared with 
cabled charging the risk is reduced in 
an inductive system as there are no 
opportunities for the user to touch 
anything dangerous. 

OTHER CHARGING 
OPTIONS 

We recently came across Magtec, a 
Sheffield-based company that is the 
drivetrain partner for the Lightning Car 
Company’s electric sports car. While 
most BEVs use lithium-ion (Li-ion) 
batteries, which are based on the same 
battery technology that powers your 
phone, tablet or laptop, Magtec is using 
a different type of battery to reduce 
charging times. 

Called lithium-titanate batteries, 
they are an upgraded version of lithium- 
ion batteries. Using this technology, 
Magtec reckons it can fully charge the 
Lightning GT in around 20 minutes. 
Outright power from this type of 
battery is down on that from traditional 
Li-ion units. However, the Lightning GT 
still produces 400kW (536bhp), which 
should shove it silently from standstill 
to 60mph in less than 4.5sec and allow 
it to top out at 175mph. □ 
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Define yourself in three letters. 

GTS. One name that declares the concentrated essence of Porsche. 

Cars with increased power, enhanced specification and an amplified link to our motorsports roots. 
Cars driven by individuals who always desire more. 


The new 911 Carrera GTS models. 

All that matters. 

Find out more at porsche.co.uk/911CarreraGTS 


Fuel consumption for the 911 Carrera GTS in l/lOOkm (mpg): urban 13.7-12.2 (20.6-23.2), extra urban 7.5-6. 7 (37.7-42.2), combined 9.5-8. 7 
(29.7-32.5): CO 2 emissions: 202-223 g/km. The mpg and CO 2 figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results, are provided 
for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 








A fitting tribute to the 
imminent passing of the 
last of Ferrarfs naturally 
aspirated V8 engines 
Photography: Aston Parrott 



EVERYTHING LOOKS 
pretty much the same 
at the evocative old 
entrance to the Ferrari 
factory on Via Abetone Inferiore. 
There are peopie scurrying in and 
out, uniformed staff at reception 
issuing guest passes and, as ever, 
an exhiiarating air of organised 
chaos. However, appearances are 
deceptive and beneath the sense 
of the famiiiar, the very ground we 
waik on might as weii be rumbiing 


and grinding as it breaks apart and 
reforms into something new. Around 
here the times reaiiy are a-changin’. 

To recap: Luca di Montezemoio 
is out, Aionso wiii foiiow, technicai 
director Roberto Fedeii has defected 
to BMW and soon Ferrari itseif 
wiii be wrenched from the Fiat 
Chrysier Group and ten percent 
of the company wiii be fioated on 
the stock exchange. What does aii 
this mean? Oniy new boss Sergio 
Marchionne knows, and whiie he’s 


making encouraging noises about 
not fiooding every city with bright red 
SUVs with a Prancing Horse on their 
buii noses, there’s one thing Ferrari 
has iong heid sacred that’s definiteiy 
dying... We’re here to drive the finai 
iteration of the normaiiy aspirated 
V8-powered Ferrari. The turbo 
motors are coming. 

We’ii see the new 458T at the 
Geneva show in March and there’s 
iittie doubt it’ii offer more power, 
a mountain of torque and a more 


024 www.evo.co.uk 



This month 



saintly C02 output. What remains 
to be seen is whether it can match 
the sharpness, intensity and sheer 
joy afforded by the current 4.5-litre 
V8. It’s a question for another day, 
but an engineer quietly admitted to 
us with a heavy heart that ‘without 
legislation we would never develop 
a turbocharged engine’. He didn’t 
seem so much sad as angry, right 
down to his core. I’m reminded 
of this when the key to the 458 
Speciale A is handed to me. ‘This is a 


celebration of the naturally aspirated 
V8, no? Let’s enjoy it while we can.’ 

The weather is horrific but I’m 
not about to argue. It’s no secret 
that we’re fully paid-up members 
of the Speciale fan club and the ‘A’ 
version (as in ‘aperta’, or ‘open’), of 
which only 499 will be produced at 
£228,682, looks unlikely to change 
that. It retains the wildly powerful, 
fearsomely sharp V8 that spits out 
597bhp at 9000rpm and 3981b ft 
at 6000rpm and everything else 


Above: loss of the 458’s 
roof has a small effect on 
rigidity, but not enough 
to prevent you doing this 
sort of stuff: Ferrari’s 
electronic nanny lets you 
have plenty of fun whilst 
guarding against your 
worst excesses 


FERRARI 458 
SPECIALE A 

TheeCoty-winningV8 
Ferrari loses its roof 



NISSAN 370ZNISM0 

Hardcore Z gets revised 
chassis and looks 



JAGUAR F-TYPE 
COUPE 

Entry-level V6 F-type 
tested. Is it all you need? 



MINI COOPER SD 
FIVE-DOOR 


Mini hatch gets added 
practicality from extra doors 



REVO GOLF R 

371bhp tuned Golf hits 
60mphinjust3.7sec 



The team 


With the Speciale A leading our Driven section, we asked 
the evo road-test team where their perfect location for 
driving a convertible supercar would be: 



NICKTROTT 

Editor 

late Spring, just after sunset, up in 
the hills in Garrotxa in northern Spain. 
Can I pick a Zonda Roadster, please?’ 



HENRY CATCHPOLE 

Features editor 

‘Gran Sasso in Italy. It feels like 
you’re on the roof of the world.’ 



DAN PROSSER 

Road tester 

‘A convertible supercar? Probably 
Whiteladies Road in Bristol at 
about IZmph.’ 



JETHRO BOVINGDON 

Contributing editor 

‘N-260 through the Pyrenees. 
Beautiful road, stunning scenery, 
destination Barcelona. Perfect. ’ 



RICHARD MEADEN 

Contributing editor 

‘Mont Ventoux in an Aventador 
Roadster. Flat-out pre-dawn ascent 
to catch sunrise from the summit.’ 



DAVID VIVIAN 

Contributing road tester 

‘The Mojave Desert, California, 
at sunrise. The biggest red sky 
I’ve ever seen and no traffic.’ 
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that makes the coupe such an 
immersive car: the seven-speed 
duai-ciutch gearbox, the E-diff, the 
magnetorheoiogicai dampers, the 
iatest CCMS carbon-ceramic brakes 
and that incredibie Side Siip angie 
Controi (SSC) system that iets you 
run right up to the car’s iimits but 
retains a watchfui eye in case you 
biink at the wrong moment. 

The reai key to the Speciaie’s 
magic is that aii this technoiogy 
meids seamiessiy with the driver’s 
inputs, augmenting taient but never 
detracting invoivement. Wiii another 
50kg because of the foiding roof 
mechanism, pius a siightiy higher 


centre of gravity and the inevitabie 
reduction in structurai integrity 
create a disconnect between driver 
and the way the car deconstructs a 
road? Erm, I doubt it. But it pays to 
keep an open mind in this business 
so we head to ‘our road’, a home 
away from home about 80 miies 
from Maraneiio, intent on finding 
out. Oh, and to soak in the response, 
noise and aimost unbeiievabie 
ferocity of that normaiiy aspirated 
VSuntiiwedrowninit. 

Of course, I mean that figurativeiy. 
Sadiy, somebody has taken me 
iiteraiiy and Itaiy is under a rain cioud 
more menacing than the spectre of 


a Ferrari SUV. The roads reaiiy are 
drowning. On the autostrada there’s 
sign of a brightening sky, but it’s 
just a tease. The rain is here to stay. 
Stiii, the Speciaie A tracks straight 
and true through the deep standing 
water. The Micheiin Piiot Sport 
Cup 2 tyres reaiiy are a worid away 
from those eariy MS CSL-spec tyres 
that forced BMW to devise a iegai 
disciaimer for customers who chose 
to fit them. They inspire compiete 
confidence even at Brit-abroad-in- 
somebody-eise’s-car speeds. The 
Speciaie A aiso exhibits the same 
supremeiy suppie but controiied 
ride as the coupe and there’s 


iittie discernibie shimmy or shake 
with the roof in piace on reiativeiy 
smooth autostrada. So far, so much 
the same. 

In fact, that’s not quite true 
as there’s one stark difference: 
the noise. All the Speciales we’ve 
driven have been deafeningly loud 
under anything other than a tickle 
of throttle. Even at a gentle cruise 
the noise never really abates and 
although we all like to think that 
louder is always better, in truth 
it’s pretty wearing and - dare I say 
this - the noise isn’t even that nice. 
However, this Speciaie A is maybe 
only 70 per cent as loud under load 
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Ferrari 458 Speciale A 



‘You get such 
a precise 
picture of 
the chassis’ 
grip and 
balance that 
confidence 
builds quickly’ 


and could almost be described as 
refined on part-throttle. The note is 
also sweeter and more tuneful. Later 
I’ll be told the exhaust was ‘turned 
down a bit for the open car’ to stop 
it becoming ‘unbearable’. Of course 
there’s still plenty of tyre roar, but 
overall this boring section of the 
journey is all the more enjoyable for 
the reduced decibels. 

As the Futa Pass starts to climb 
and coil, that enjoyment only 
intensifies. The Speciale A has lost 
its roof and some stiffness, but 
it hasn’t lost any of its ability to 
entertain. The super-fast steering is 
weighty enough to lean up against. 


and the load through it shifts as 
the front tyres seek out grip on the 
sopping wet, leaf-strewn surface. 
You get such a precise picture of 
the chassis’ grip and balance that 
confidence builds quickly. In these 
conditions the Speciale A’s incredible 
beyond-the-limit poise is easily 
accessed for those who look for 
it, but the real magic is in how the 
electronic systems allow you to 
exploit so much of its potential with 
no fear and without heavy-handed 
intervention. 

Select Wet on the manettino and 
the grip and traction the Special A 
finds is spooky. One more click 


Opposite page and 
above: cabin rennains 
largely dry when the car 
isonthennove,sono 
interiors were harnned 
in the nnakingofthis 
Driven. Marvel at how 
the Speciale A copes 
with these conditions 
in our video review at 
youtube.conn/evotv 
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ALTERNATIVE 

CONVERTIBLE 

SUPERCARS 



‘There’s no 
question 
that the 
499 people 
eagerly 
awaiting 
their new toy 
will not be 
disappointed’ 


to Sport in combination with the 
‘bumpy road mode’ is probabiy the 
sweet spot today, aiiowing the car 
to be manipuiated around its iimits 
without ever siithering way beyond 
them. Once you connect with the 
car’s steering and reactions it’s 
tempting to ciick further to Race or 
CST Off - thereby bringing the Side 
Siip angie Controi system to the 
party - but the downshifts are so 
aggressive that the rear axie feeis 
iike it might iock on the way into 
corners. Why tread that fine iine 
when Sport mode creates such a 
wide, softiy curved iedge on which to 
express yourseif? 

The rest of the dynamic f iavour 
is pure Speciaie, from the superbiy 
firm but progressive brakes, the 
scintiiiating engine (I might just shed 
a tear when the 458T arrives) and 
the sense of absoiute ciarity, to the 
way it responds to your inputs and 
to the road surface itseif. Is anything 
lost when you stow the neat metal 


roof? In this weather, on these roads, 
it’s hard to pinpoint a huge amount 
of flex or a reduction in body control 
because of the retuned suspension. 
Meanwhile, the wind (and rain) adds 
to the sensory overload without 
becoming horribly intrusive. 

However, a word of caution: in 
the UK the standard 458 Spider 
feels vastly more wobbly than the 
carbon-tubbed McLaren 650S. The 
Speciaie A has no more bracing 
than the Spider so expect plenty 
of flex on poor surfaces and a little 
reduction in the precision so intrinsic 
to the coupe. For me the coupe will 
always be the one because I’d always 
choose pure dynamism over a bit 
of wind in the hair. But having said 
that, there’s no question that the 
499 people eagerly awaiting their 
new toy will not be disappointed. 

The Speciaie A is, rather predictably, 
jaw-dropping. □ 

Jethro Bovingdon 
(@JethroBovingdon) 



Lamborghini Aventador 
LP700-4 Roadster 

Rather than a folding top, the big 
Lambo comes with a two-part 
removable lid. The 690bhp 6.5-litre 
V12-engined supercar is good for 
0-62mph in 3.0sec and 217mph. 



McLaren 650S Spider 

Its innovative carbon tub means 
the 641bhp Spider weighs just 40kg 
more than the coupe and maintains 
structural rigidity. It also matches the 
coupe’s 3.0sec 0-62mph time. 



Aston Vanquish Voiante 

What better way to fully enjoy a 
12-cylinder Aston Martin soundtrack 
than by dropping the soft-top on a 
568bhp Vanquish Voiante? Pin the 
throttle and it’ll hit 62mph in 4.0sec. 



Lamborghini Huracan 
Spyder 

Whilst Lambo remains tight-lipped, 
you can expect a Spyder version of 
the 602bhp Huracan to be along soon, 
most likely with a folding soft-top. 



Ruf Rt35 Roadster 

Porsche tuner Ruf has extracted 
621bhp from a twin-turbo 3.8-litre 
flat-six. Despite the added weight of 
a folding electric soft-top, the Rt 35 
Roadster tops out at 210mph. 


Specification 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

Torque 

0-62mph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

V8,4497cc 

275g/km 

597bhp @ 9000rpm 

3981b ft @6000rpm 

3.0sec (claimed) 

199mph (claimed) 

1445kg (420bhp/ton) 

£228,682 

P Same incisive dynamics and fluidity, fantastic balance, a bit less shouty D Roof inevitably reduces precision slightly, chassis flex on bumpy surfaces 

evo rating ★★★★★ 
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ZERO OEROS/T 


BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY. Mazda Personal Contract Purchase 


MSZna.CO.UK 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the MazdaS range: Urban 37.7 <7.5) - 60.1 (4.7), Extra Urban 
58.9 (4.8) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 48.7 (5.8) - 72.4 (3.9). CO 2 emissions (g/km) 135 - 104. 

Tile mpg figurts quoted sr# sourced from official EU-regyiated test results obtained tlirough laboratory testlngr are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual 
driving expeilenee. Retail sales only, subject to vebiele availability for vetticles registered between 0IJ0.14 and 31.12*14 at participating dealers. T&C apply. *0% APR finance available on 
all all-new Mazda3 models over 24, 30, 36 or 42 months. YOa will not ewii tbe veiiicle uam alt paymeiiti are made. Finance subject to status, I6s or over. Guarantee/I ndemnity may 
be required. Mazda Financial Services RH1 1SR. Model shown! Ail-new MazdaB I20ps Sport Nav, OTR from £20,195, Model shown features optional Soul Red Metallic paint (£660^ 
OTR price includes VAT, number plates, delivery, 12 months’ road fund licence, first registration fee, 3 year or 60,000 mile warranty and 3 years^ European roadside assistance. 
Test drives subject to applicant status and avallabifitv. Details correct at time of going to print. Not available in conjunction with any other offer unless specified. 




Still a lot more money than the standard Z, 
can the latest Nismo version justify the extra expense? 

Photography; Dean Smith 


IF YOU’VE GOT a drop 
of petrol in your veins 
then any road car 
bearing the name of 
Nissan’s motorsport division shouid 
make your heart beat a iittie faster. 
Exciting and intriguing in equai 
measures, a Nismo badge signifies 
something beyond the norm. That’s 
not to say aii the ninja-spec Nissans 
are a shoo-in for your affections. 
The GT-R Nismo is hobbied by 
overiy stiff suspension and priced at 
a premium that puts it beyond the 
reach of aii but the most diehard 
fan, whiie the Juke Nismo is a bit 
softcore to convincingiy deiiver on 
the Nismo promise. However, the 
370Z Nismo promises to be the 


sweet spot of the range. 

There’s no denying the Z is getting 
a bit iong in the tooth, but this 
updated Nismo version serves as 
a timeiy reminder that a muscuiar 
front-engined, rear-drive coupe is 
a recipe with enduring appeai. It 
doesn’t seem like that iong since the 
first 370Z Nismo went on saie, but 
in true Japanese fashion it’s aiready 
been subject to a number of detaii 
design and engineering updates. 

Visuaiiy this refreshed modei 
is more in iine with its big brother. 


the GT-R Nismo. A muscuiar body 
kit and distinctive red accents are 
unmistakabie Nismo trademarks. 
Biack headiamp bezeis, new LED 
daytime running iights and iarger air 
intakes give the Z a more aggressive 
face, whiie new biack and siiver 19in 
Rays aiioy wheeis fiii the exaggerated 
wheeiarches to perfection. The aero 
package itseif has been tweaked 
(via a reshaped front bumper and 
smaiier rear wing) to achieve greater 
overaii downforce and a more even 
baiance front to rear. Nissan goes so 


far as to ciaim the Nismo Z has more 
downforce than any sector rivai. 

Inside, the Z’s cockpit is 
dominated by a pair of new Recaro 
seats. Trimmed in red and biack 
ieather and Aicantara, they are buiit 
around a sheii structure rather than 
a tubuiar structure, so they’re iighter 
and more rigid. Greater adjustment 
and increased support aiso makes 
them more comfortabie. Deepiy 
recessed diais and heaviiy hooded 
binnacies iend the Z an oid-schooi 
ambience, whiie the strict two- 
seater iayout gives it a focus and 
purity that a token 2+2 arrangement 
couidn’t match, so aithough you 
can’t dupe your wife with the 
promise that there’s room for the 
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Nissan 370Z Nismo 



Left: substantial dry- 
surface grip partly offset 
by a lack of suspension 
pliancy. Above: rear wing 
is more subtle than last 
ZNismo’s. Right: big V6 
has to be thrashed to 
bring it to life. Far right: 
cabin has superb seats 



‘The V6 would 
benefit from 
being more 
exuberant, to 
live up to the 
expectation 
set by the 
extrovert 
styling’ 


kids, the upside is there’s decent 
luggage space for a long weekend. 

As you’d expect, the Nismo is 
a more aggressive proposition 
than the regular Z, but Nissan has 
addressed criticism that the original 
Nismo lacked compliance and 
refinement by revising the rear spring 
and damper rates and introducing 
new inner wheeiarch iiners and 
carpets to absorb road noise. These 
measures have achieved some ievei 
of success, but the car stiii iacks the 
refinement of a Goif GTI or M235i. 
That’s not necessariiy a bad thing, 
but if you’re used to more grown- 
up machinery the iack of isoiation 
from road and mechanicai noise wiii 
chaiienge youaiittie. 


The heart of the 370Z Nismo 
remains its 3.7-iitre V6. No different 
to the outgoing modei’s, and in aii 
honesty iittie different from the 
reguiar Z’s, that means peak power 
and torque outputs of 339bhp at 
7400rpm and 274ib ft at 5200rpm 
respectiveiy - up 16bhp and 
400rpm, and bib ft at the same revs, 
compared with the non-Nismo 3101 . 
Those are respectabie figures, but 
the Z is a reiativeiy chunky 1535kg, 
so the Nismo works with a power- 
to-weight ratio of 224bhp per ton. 
That’s the same as an M235i and 
roughiy haifway between a Cayman 
and a Cayman S. For context, the 
GT-R Nismo has around 50 per cent 
more horsepower to propei every kiio 


but asks for more than three times 
the money for the priviiege. 

The Nismo Z oniy comes in coupe 
form with a six-speed manuai, so 
there’s no doubting its credentiais 
as a pure drivers’ car. This sets the 
tone for what is a very simpie and 
transparent driving experience. 

The big V6 starts with the push of a 
button and setties into a iusty idie. 
It’s not vocai in the contemporary, 
contrived sense. Indeed, it wouid 
benefit from being more exuberant, 
to iive up to the expectation set by 
the extrovert styiing. 

The controi weights are 
reassuringiy substantiai, the ride 
no-nonsense firm but with enough 
iow-speed compiiance to suggest 
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it’ll work on real roads. There’s a 
barrel-chested swagger to the way 
the Nismo Z goes about its business, 
with plenty of part-throttle response 
and urgency. The steering responds 
with encouraging immediacy: a roll 
of the wrists is all that’s needed to 
peel into fast- and medium-speed 
corners. In the wet you’re quickly 
mindful that the front-end responds 
more rapidly than the rear-end can 
support, but in the dry you can lean 
on the nose with greater conviction 
and trust in the available traction 
and inherent balance of the chassis. 

It’s an indication of the Z’s 
character that you only need to 
push the traction control for a 
moment for it to disengage. No 
nannying multi-stage ‘Are you sure?’ 
intermediate modes, just a single 
‘Yes, I’m willing to take responsibility’ 
switch from a reliance on an 
electronic safety net to sensory, 
synaptic control. Circumspection 
is prudent in the rain, but dry roads 
require a more robust approach. The 
ride is busy and the Z is constantly 
deflected off-course on bumpy 


‘The ride is 
busy, but 
if you’re 
prepared to 
boss it around, 
the Nismo 
comes alive in 
entertaining 
fashion’ 


Above: Nismo styling 
tweaks certainly give the Z 
renewed presence, which if 
you’ve paid £10k more than 
the standard car you might 
consider important 


roads, albeit only slightly, but if you’re 
prepared to boss it around, the Nismo 
comes alive in entertaining fashion. 

A standard limited-slip diff means 
it’ll slide when provoked, but the diff 
could be faster to react: as it stands 
there’s a delay between getting into 
the throttle, the diff locking and the 
tail beginningto slide. Consequently 
the transition between grip and slip 
feels like a clutch kick rather than 
being smoothly progressive. The Z 
therefore lacks delicacy and precision 
compared with a (slower) Toyota 
GT86 or a (classier) Cayman. 

An area of disappointment is the 
3.7 V6. Undeniably effective, yet 
never less than coarse, it feels and 
sounds reluctant to rev much beyond 
bOOOrpm, even though the red line 
suggests you’ve got the best part 
of ZOOOrpm left to play with. Aurally 
there’s little pleasure to be had from 
working it harder, but persevere and 
the rewards are there in terms of 
pace. The gearing is tall, but more 
playful than a Cayman’s, and you have 
the option of an annoyingly sweet 
rev-match mode that activates a 


throttle-blip function (something 
Nissan pioneered). The motor might 
lack sparkle and an appetite for revs, 
but there’s no doubt the Nismo Z ups 
its game when wrung-out. 

At a little short of £38k the Nismo 
Z is a big chunk more money than the 
car on which it’s based, but the fact 
a standard Z represents great value 
compared with a GT86 distorts the 
picture slightly. The Nismo is also 
a couple of grand cheaper than a 
bum-basic Cayman and £llk less than 
an un-optioned Cayman S. If you’re 
prepared to look beyond the coupe 
genre, the more rapid and infinitely 
more practical Golf R is £7k cheaper. 

That might sound like a cold and 
calculating assessment of what 
is an unashamedly emotive and 
charismatic car, but the 370Z Nismo 
relies on you buying into its niche 
appeal. It looks the part, but it either 
needs sweeter, heavier under- 
bonnet ordnance or a more pliant, 
fluid chassis - preferably both - to 
commend it to a wider audience. □ 
Richard Meaden 
(@DickieMeaden ) 


Specification 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

Torque 

0-62mph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

V6,3696cc 

248g/km 

339bhp @ 7400rpm 

2741b ft @5200rpm 

5.2sec (claimed) 

155mph (limited) 

1535kg (224bhp/ton) 

£37,575 

S Sharper looks, improved ride and refinement, pure and simple thrills D Engine needs more sparkle, chassis lacks ultimate precision: fighting a tough price-point 1 

evo rating ★★★★☆ 
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FORD KUGA TITANIUM X SPORT 

> Hands-free Tailgate 

A tailgate that opens wit h a simple wave of your foot! )ust one of 
the many technologies available on the Kuga Titanium X Sport. 

At the pinnacle of the range, everything about this smart utility 

vehicle Is a step ahead. 

ford.co.uk/kuga 



Official fuel consumptian figures in mpg (l/lOOkm) for the Ford Kuga range: urban 30.4-52.3 {9.3-5.4). 
extra urban 45.6-65.7 (6.2-4.3). combined 38.2-60.1 (7.4-4.7). Official CO 2 emissions 171-122g/km. 

^-r^gulated test results (EU Directly arid Regulatkirt69?/2DQ8},araproved@dfbfcompaialiEFty purpose and may not cefleayo^ 
actualdrtvini eJtper lence, Ford iOevFtee with Haods-ffeeMgjattis asanopilon modds ©ioeptZetec, 



Go Further 




kia.co.uk 



INTRODUCING THE NEW KIA RIO 'VR7' 

Over 13,000 customers have posted their honest reviews of our cars. 
Isn't it time to review your current car? 


The Power to Surprise 


35% deposit. 24 month term on Personal Contract Purchase. 

Optional Final Payment £4,833. Anticipated annua/ m//eage 9,000 miles. 


Bluetooth® with 

Reversing 

Alloy 

music streaming 

sensors 

wheels 


3 years' 

servicing for £99' 


Fuei consumption figures in mpg {i/ 100km) for the Kia Rio 3-dr range are: Urban 33.6 (8.4) - 80.7 (3.5), Extra Urban 53.3 
(5.3) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined 44.1 (6.4) - 88.3 (3.2). CO 2 emissions are 150-85 g/km. MPQ figures are official EU test figures for oimparative 

purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown is the Kia Rio 3-dr VRy' 1 .25 84bhp 5-speed manual @ £10,595 including £1 .000 customer saving. Customer savings vary 
by model derivative. Specification is subject to change without notice. Price. Reevoo score and number of reviews correct at time of going to press. ^3 years' servicing (Kia Care -3) for £99 
offer Is only valid on applicable "VR7* models. Log onto kia.co,ul<A^r7 for full details. 7 year / 100.000 mile manufacturer's warranty, for terms and exclusions visit www.kfa.co.uk. Offer 
not available in conjurxtion with any other offer. Retail sales only. Subject to availability on vehicles registered between 01/10/14 and 31/12/14, FinarKe subject to status. Terms and 
conditions apply, IS's or over. Guarantee/irxlemnity may be required. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehide. Excess mileage charge 14.9p per 
mile. Yoii wIK not own tho vehicle unt3 all peyments are made. At the end of the agreenrent there are 3 options^ (i) Renews Part exchange the vehicle (ii) Retains Pay the Optional Final 
Payment to own the vehide or (iii) Return the vehicle. Kia Motors Rnance RH 1 1 SR. The Bluetooth* word mark and logo are registered trademarks and owned by the Bluetooth SIG. Inc. 




Jaguar 

F-type 

Coupe 

The entry-level F-type may 
lack the grunt of Its siblings, 
yet It can still beguile 



W 


WE’VE WRITTEN A lot 
about Jaguar’s coolest 
car but most of it can 
be summed up in four 
statements. The F-type Coupe is 
one of the best-iooking cars on the 
pianet. The F-type V8 R Coupe is 
so good it biitzed this year’s eCoty 
fieid, bowing oniy to the subiime 
Ferrari 458 Speciaie. The F-type V6 S 
Coupe makes a variousiy wonderfui 
substitute if you can’t stretch to 
an R. And the entry-ievei F-type V6 
Coupe... weii, untii now we haven’t 
bothered to find out. 

Rather teiiing, don’t you think? 

And it’s deariy the case: the piainest 
and most affordabie F-type doesn’t 
bring anything to the party the other 
two poster stars can’t trump with 
interest. It’s down on power and 
chassis sophistication (it doesn’t 
have the adaptive damping and 
mechanicai/active iimited-siip diffs 
of the S and R modeis) and if you 
don’t specify bigger wheeis from the 
options iist, comes on reiativeiy puny 
18-inchers. It doesn’t look quite right 
on 18s so, unsurprisingiy, our test car 
was suppiied with sexier 19in Orbit 
Biack and Diamond Turned aiioy 
wheeis (£1750) and quite a few other 


not unreasonabie goodies besides, 
taking a base price of £51,250 out to 
£59,850. Perhaps the oniy nagging 
probiem here is that a Porsche 
Cayman GTS costs £55,397. 

Indeed, it’s tempting to ask - 
accepting that a range has to start 
somewhere - why bother? But it 
very quickiy becomes obvious after 
oniy a few miies that, neutered 
or not, there’s no such thing as a 
disappointing F-type Coupe. 

If your budget is dose to snapping 
at £50k and oniy an F-type Coupe 
wiii do, it’s easy enough to make 
the case. Even in ‘miid’ tune, that 
supercharged 3-iitre V6 - aiso siated 
for the hottest version of Jaguar’s 
XE saioon - deveiops 335bhp and 
332ib ft of torque (down 40bhp and 
7ib ft on the S). Directed to the rear 
wheeis via ZF’s briiiiant eight-speed 
automatic, the combination diais up 
0-60mph in 5.1sec on the way to a 
top speed of 161mph. Enough to keep 
aii but the most determined hot 
hatch drivers in their piace. 

Much of the F-type’s feei-good 
personaiity and demonstrative 
sportiness remain intact, too. It 
fires up with an expiosive bark 
and gratuitous fiare of revs before 



settiing to a throaty idie. And there’s 
a reai sense of energy and attack in 
the way it picks up the pace at even 
quite modest throttie openings. 

The soundtrack doesn’t suffer too 
grievousiy either. The switchabie 
sports exhaust from the S and R 
is standard and if the V6 doesn’t 
sound quite as fruity as it does in S 
form, it’s no iess vocai and retains 
the fuii retinue of crackiing baiiistics 
on the overrun, the hoiiow pops 
sounding not uniike a battery- 
powered toy monkey banging away 
on the bongos. 

It’s when you put your toe down, 
though, that it doesn’t quite happen. 
At ieast it doesn’t if you’ve previousiy 
driven an S. That car’s aimost 
eye-wateringiy waspish top end 
isn’t repiicated here. To its credit, 
the iesser V6 F-type puiis strongiy 


through to the red iine, sounding 
somewhat faster than it actuaiiy is, 
but it never quite naiis the viscerai 
thriiisoftheS. 

Accept that and it does nothing 
eise to diminish the F-type Coupe’s 
high-fiying reputation. The chassis 
might not have trick dampers or a 
iimited-siip diff, but the fast, direct 
steering, anchored front end and 
reassuringiy tied-down agiiity are 
aii present and correct. As with 
its more expensive and powerfui 
stabiemates, it’s a car that ioves to 
be taken by the scruff and hustied. 
And aithough it’s wide and quite 
heavy, it never feeis it. The absence 
of siack in its responses and the 
sheer precision with which it can be 
piaced on the road are remarkabie. 
The ride quaiity’s pretty good, too - 
certainiy a iittie more rounded and 
forgiving than that of the S. 

So no, the basic F-type Coupe 
isn’t the range makeweight it might 
first seem. It’s a very good car with 
most of the charm and performance 
of the S and a marginaiiy better ride, 
for £8k iess. Drive the S first, though, 
and I suspect you’ii work out a way to 
find the extra. □ 

David Vivian (@davidjvivian) 


Specification . 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

1 Torque 

0-62niph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

V6, 2995CC, supercharger 

205g/km 

335bhp@6500rpm 

3321b ft @3500-5000rpm 

5.3sec (claimed) 

1 161mph (claimed) 

1577kg (216bhp/ton) 

£51,250 


□ Drop-dead looks, brilliant chassis, desirability B Engine lacks top-end fight 


evo rating ★★★★ilV 
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Mini Cooper SD 5-door 

Test location: B671, Cambridgeshire, UK GPS: 52.525964, -0.395347 


Mini hatchback gains an extra pair of doors. 
But have the dynamics remained intact? 

Photography: Aston Parrott 



H THE FIVE-DOOR 

Mini is based on the 
three-door, rather 
than the Countryman. 
So there’s a positive straight 
out the box. The wheeibase has 
been extended by 72mm (but 
the difference this makes on rear 
iegroom is negiigibie), and at 278 
iitres the boot is 67 iitres iarger than 
the three-door’s. For comparison, a 
five-door Goif has a 380-iitre boot 
and a five-door Poio crams in 280 
iitres. Six five-door Mini variants 
are avaiiabie, ranging from One to 
Cooper S, covering three petroi and 
three diesei engines from BMW’s 
iatest generation of three- and four- 
cyiinder units. Prices start at £14,350 
for the boggo One (£600 more than 
the three-door) and rise to £20,050 
for the Cooper SD - the car we have 
on test here. 

You sit iow in the Mini, on a firm 
but supportive seat. You grab the 
chunky wheei and note the famiiiar 
exaggerated interior styiing. Buiid 
quaiity is strong, there’s appeaiing 
weight to the controis and visibiiity 
is good. The huge circuiar centre 
dispiay, an upsized throwback to the 


originai Mini’s speedo, comfortabiy 
houses infotainment and satnav, but 
its positioning means you take your 
eyes off the road for ionger than is 
comfortabie to seiect destinations 
or operate the hi-fi. This can be 
mitigated somewhat by an optionai 
(£375) head-up dispiay. 

It takes, oh, about 50 yards for 
you to recognise the famiiiar Mini 
driving DMA. The wheeibase may 
be ionger and weight up by around 
60kg, but you couid drive this car 
biindfoided and know it’s a Mini. The 
steering deiivers strong feei and a 
controiied urgency that couid oniy 
be Mini, and the handiing has stiii 
deariy been tuned by someone who 
knows how to have fun. The same 
smaii movements from the rear end 
are carried over from the three-door 
(this is resoiuteiy not a iocked-down 
rear axie iike a Goif’s), which in turn 
makes for a pieasantiy invoiving 
driving experience. 

The SD engine - a 2-iitre four- 
cyiinder diesei - is very capabie. 

A twin-scroii turbo pushes peak 
torque to a strong 265ib ft, resuiting 
in performance that wiii frighten aii 
but the quickest hot hatches. This 


engine is aiso refined, and extremeiy 
frugai. The choice between it and the 
petroi equivaient is not the foregone 
conciusion you’d imagine. 

The suspension is firm - some 
wiii find it ‘sporting’, others 
‘uncomfortabie’. The ride is stiffer 
than that of the majority of this car’s 
rivais, but it’s rareiy crashy. Tyre roar, 
however, can be intrusive. 

Directionai stabiiity is marginaiiy 
improved by the ionger wheeibase. 
Push too hard and a weii-resoived 
ESP system subtiy keeps things 
in check, whiie an eiectronic diff 
deiivers strong traction without 
impeding progress. 

Uniike the Countryman or the 
Paceman, the Mini five-door stiii 
feeis iike a scamp. Its weightier 


controis, firm dynamics, overaii 
agiiity and sense of fun aii conspire 
to deiiver an enjoyabie drive when 
the mood takes. Some of the styiing 
features are overwrought, and it’s 
hard not to cringe at the mood 
iighting and some of the signposting 
(seiect Sport mode and ‘maximum 
go-kart feei’ appears on the centrai 
screen), but overaii the Mini five- 
door ioses iittie to the three-door in 
terms of spirit. 

The question you need to ask is 
whether the modest gains in overaii 
practicaiity warrant choosing it over 
the three-door. Or in other words, 
how often do you carry rear-seat 
passengers, and how often wiii you 
fiii aii 278 iitres in the boot? □ 

Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott) 


Specification 


Engine 

C02 ^ Power 

Torque 

0-62mph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

In-line 4-cyl, 1995cc, turbodiesel 

109g/km 168bhp (3) 4000rpm 

2651b ft @1500-2750rpm 

7.4sec (claimed) 

140mph (claimed) 

1230kg (139bhp/ton) 

£20,050 


C Driving experience very close to a three-door Mini’s B The three-door looks better 

evo rating 

★★★★yv 
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Which? 



KineRt^BX) 

Provides fortified fuel efficiency and wet braking performance 
enabled by the revolutionary technology of nano-scale silica particles 
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HankookTyre U.K. Ltd. Fawsley Drive, Heartlands Business Park Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 8UG, U.K. 
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Revo Golf R 

Test location: Whiston Road, Northamptonshire, UK GPS: 52.240073, -0.764411 


Brackley-based tuner endows the top Golf with 
371bhp - and 0-60nnph in 3.7sec 

Photography: Aston Parrott 


O TWO SIGNIFICANT 

things happened in the 
automotive woridin 
1974. At one end of the 
scaie VW iaunched its hatchback for 
the peopie, the eminentiy sensibie 
Goif. At the other end, Lamborghini 
unieashed the monstrous Countach 
supercar. The motoring iandscape 
must have seemed so vibrant and 
expansive at the time. 

Forty years iater, you can pick up a 
seventh generation Goif in range- 
topping R spec for £30K, pop over to 
Revo in Brackiey, fork out a iittie bit 
more and then, on your way home, 
rocket to 60mph in 3.7 seconds. 
That’s two whoie seconds faster 
than that Countach couid manage. 
You’d have been sectioned for 
suggesting as much in 1974. 

Incredibiy, Revo’s upgrades 
comprise just a remap and a set of 
sticky tyres. On the best forecourt 
fuei the stage one software, which 
costs £719, iifts peak power from 296 
to 371bhp, whiie torque ciimbs by 80 
points to 360ib ft. This must be the 
cheapest way to crack lOOmph in 
nine seconds in a new car. 

Since recording those iudicrous 


figures this demo car has been fitted 
with a high-fiow intake kit (£359), 
Biistein B16 adjustabie coiiovers 
(£1556) and meatier brakes (£2154), 
inciuding four-pot Aicon caiipers 
and Revo’s own ventiiated discs. The 
tyres are Duniop SP Sport Maxx Race 
(£267 each at biackcircies.com), 
which are about as uncompromising 
as road rubber gets. 

The four-cyiinder turbo engine 
stiii has that warbiy, offbeat sound 
at idie evocative of oid Subarus. 

Once on the move it makes the most 
remarkabie range of snorting, hissing 
and rushing noises, sounding for aii 
the worid iike a snoring dinosaur. 

The remap and intake kit give 
Voikswagen’s four-pot pienty of 
character, then, but aiso a broader, 
more muscuiar strength throughout 
the rev range. 

Those acceieration figures, 
though, are a iittie misieading. With 
four-wheei drive and those sticky 
tyres warmed through, the thing 
just bounces off the iine, but that 
initiai rate of iaunch acceieration - 
derived from traction as much as 
sheer power - doesn’t necessariiy 
transiate into supercar-baiting 



in-gear performance. 

Fiaving said that, the Duniops 
find so much purchase on a dry road 
that in point-to-point driving the 
Revo R might just give a Porsche 
911 something to think about. They 
afford enormous turn-in and mid- 
corner grip, and they even give the 
steering - aiready exceiient in the 
standard car - a heightened sense 
of precision and feei. Fiowever, they 
are totaiiy unsuited to wet or greasy 
roads, the ioss of grip being sudden 
and unannounced. 

The bigger brakes, meanwhiie, go 
some way to answering one of the 
few criticisms of the factory Goif R - 
the iengtheningof the middie pedai 
in sustained, hard use - since they 
resist fade more effectiveiy and stiii 


return very crisp and transparent 
pedai feei. Whiie the brakes are 
easy to recommend, the vaiue of 
the Biistein suspension depends 
rather more on personai preference. 
There’s no doubt the more focused 
set-up improves the Goif R’s agiiity 
and precision, removing some of the 
roii and iean of the standard modei. 
On smooth roads, that makes the 
car feei more aiive and exciting, and 
aithough the ride quaiity in day-to- 
day driving is stiii acceptabie, there is 
a ioss of piiancy on rougher sections 
when pressing on. An uneven surface 
throws quite a iot of movement into 
the body, which makes the Revo Goif 
iess effective than the standard car. 
It’s worth noting that the dampers 
on this car were set to medium, 
ieaving scope to soften the set-up. 

Revo’s engine and brake upgrades 
are easy to endorse: the extreme 
tyres and firmer suspension iess so. 
There’s stiii more to come, though. 
The Revo guys are working on a 
stage two kit that wiii inciude an 
exhaust system, uprated intercooier 
and revised fueiiing. Just in case 3.7 
to 60 isn’t quick enough... □ 

Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser) 


Specification 


Engine 

C02 

Power 

Torque 

0-60mph 

Top speed 

Weight 

Basic price 

In-line 4-cyl,1984cc, 
turbo 

n/a 

371bhp(a)5700rpm 

3601b ft @3000rpm 

3.7sec (claimed) 

160mph (est) 

1495kg (252bhp/ton) 

See main text 

G3 Straight-line performance: braking: value B Tyres and suspension rob some useability evo rating ★★★★★ 
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Now&then 


This month, Porsche Design’s first 
self-made piece, another Big Bang 
and an official-to-the-UK Tudor 

Words: Simon de Burton 

Porsche Design 
Timepiece No. 1 

From: porsche-design.com Price: £4900 

Porsche Design was launched in 1972 and made its initial 
watch range with Orf ina, before partnering with I WC and 
creating the world’s first all-black watch (as worn by Bodie in 
The Professionals). In recent years PD’s timepieces have been 
made by Eterna, but it has now brought its watchmaking 
in-house, starting with the aptly named Timepiece No. 
Initially offered only in black, the 42mm chronograph will later 
be available in an array of colours based on Porsche’s paint 
palette for its cars. Guards Red, anyone? Speed Yellow? 

Hublot Big Bang 
mm Ferrari Ceramic Carbon 

From: hublot.com Price: £20,600 

Hublot has created yet another variation on the theme of 
its Big Bang Ferrari watch in the form of this 45mm black 
ceramic effort topped with a carbonfibre bezel. The open- 
work dial features luminous markings in Ferrari ‘Giallo Fly’ 

(or something a bit like it) and provides a glimpse of Hublot’s 
in-house Unico automatic, flyback chronograph movement. 
The yellow detailing is picked up in the stitching of the strap, 
which can be had in either rubber or Schedoni leather. The 


watch is limited to 1000 examples. 


Tudor Heritage 
Chronograph 


From: tudorwatch.com Price: £3010 


We’ve tried to tempt you with watches by Tudor once or 
twice before in these pages, each time on the basis that you 
would have to ‘import’ one, since the affordable Rolex sister 
brand wasn’t officially sold in the UK (a remarkable 98 per 
cent of its production previously went to China). Well, all that 
changed in September when Tudor became available from 
more than 100 outlets around the British Isles - which leaves 
little excuse for not tracking down a Heritage Chrono Blue 
drivers’ watch, preferably on a matching fabric strap. 



Patek Philippe 
Grandmaster Chime 

Patek Philippe has marked its 175th 
anniversary by launching the most 
complicated wristwatch it has ever 
made - and it costs a cool £2m. 

Comprising 1580 separate 
components - 1366 for the 
movement and 214 for the 47mm 
case - the Grandmaster Chime 
boasts 20 complications, four 
more than the ‘Tour de L’lle’ made 
by Vacheron Constantin to mark 
its 250th anniversary in 2005. (The 
most complicated watch, period, 
however, is still the Aeternitas 
Mega 4 from Franck Muller, with a 
claimed 35 functions.) 

Among the features of the 
double-faced Grandmaster Chime 
are grande and petite sonnerie 
chimes (which automatically 
sound on the hour and quarter 
hour), a minute repeater (which, at 
the push of a button, chimes the 
hour, quarter hour and minutes 
since the quarter hour), an 
‘instantaneous’ perpetual calendar 
with a four-digit display that 
changes on the stroke of midnight, 
a second time zone and - a first 
on a wristwatch - a repeater that 
sounds the date on demand. 

The case of the watch is 
almost as impressive as the 
movement. The back and front are 
shaped identically so it is equally 
comfortable to wear with either 
ofthe two dials on display. Made 
from rose gold, it is hand-engraved 
with an intricate leaf design - and 
discreetly inscribed with symbols 
to remind the wearer how to 
operate all those functions. 



NOW 

IWC Ingenieur 
Lewis Hamilton 

Worn by: Lewis Hamilton 

As part of its deal with the 
Mercedes FI team, IWC allowed 
Lewis to design his own version 
ofthe Ingenieur. In addition to 
Hamilton’s own watch, 250 are 
for sale, each priced at £11,250. 




THEN 

Longines stopwatch 

Usedby:DonaiciCampbeil 

His father. Sir Malcolm, might have 
been a Rolex man, but land and 
water speed record holder Donald 
was usually timed by Longines 
equipment. The firm verified many 
of his records, including those set at 
Ullswater, Coniston Water, Hallwill, 
Lake Eyre and Lake Dumbleyung. 
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GRAND PRIX 
RAC E DAY 
HOSPITALITY 


CONFERENCE CENTRE 

Watch an FI race live at the home of Williams. The Williams 
Conference Centre offers a unique way to experience the thrills 
of a Grand Prix with a live link up to the team at the track. A Race 
Day at Williams includes the opportunity to browse the Williams 
Grand Prix Collection as well as test your speed in our simulator 





WILLIAMS 

CONFERENCE CENTRE 
GROVE 

OXFORDSHIRE 
0X12 ODQ 


T +44(0)1235 777 900 

CONFERENCES(a)WILLIAMSF100M 

WILLIAMSFICONFERENCESOOM 

FACEBOOKOOM/WILLIAMSCONFERENCECENTRE 

(a)WILLIAMSFlCC 


Simulations 

The latest news, kit and reviews from the world of driving games 

Words: Antony Ingram 




Game 


FI 2014 

Price: £34.99 Format: PS3, Xbox360, PC 
From: formulal-game.com 

THE TIMING OF Formula 1 games 
always seems a little inopportune. 

While fans of other sports get officially 
branded titles before their respective 
seasons even start, those wishing to 
play along with the FI season only got 
access to Codemasters’ latest title in 
mid-October. 

In a sport where regulations change 
so quickly, drivers have different 
helmet designs every race and entire 
teams vanish down the financial 
plughole, FI 2014 is already out of date 
before it even hits the shelves. 

Its team and driver line-ups are all 
representative of 2014’s opening roster, 
you can race the new turbocharged 
cars, and circuits such as Sochi and 



the revitalised Red Bull Ring make an 
appearance. So far, so expected. But 
other changes mean the game appears 
something of a poor relation to last 
year’s title. 

For one, the chance to drive historic 
Formula! cars around historic grand 
prix circuits has gone. When FI 2014 
largely amounts to an update of FI 2013 
rather than an all-new game, removing 
such an appealing feature feels like a 
large step in the wrong direction. 

In aiming at less committed FI 
gamers, Codemasters has also dialled 
back the difficulty options. If a full 
season seems too strenuous, for 
example, seven and 12-race options are 
also available, though hardcore FI fans 



can still tackle the full season and pick 
from Career, Rivals and Scenario game 
modes for varying levels of challenge. 

It could be argued the new Career 
mode options attract the casual 
player, but casual players will surely 
be deterred by the game’s relatively 
realistic handling and all will be put off 
by the reduction in content compared 
with F/ 20/3. 

The new physics engine makes 
FI 2014 a more suitable game for those 
playing with gamepads rather than a 
wheel and pedals combination. Where 
FI 2013 felt twitchy, FI 2014 is a little 
easier to get to grips with. 

People new to the genre will still 
spend plenty of time acquainting 



FANATECCLUBSPORT 
PORSCHE 918 RSR STEERING 
WHEEL 

Price: £399.95 (c£312) 

From: fanatec.com 

Wheel and pedal peripherals have 
come a long way In recent years. 
Where once racing games could be 
completed with a plastic yoke that 
rocked a few degrees side to side and 
pedals more like those of a sewing 
machine, the latest set-ups have 900 
degrees of rotation, realistic force 
feedback, tactile gearchange paddles 
and pedals with realistic weighting. 
Some, such as Fanatec’s Porsche 918 
RSR replica wheel, take the concept 
to extremes. It is, to all Intents and 
purposes. Identical to the wheel found 
In Porsche’s race-biased 918 - right 
down to the 320mm brown leather 
rim. Inset shift lights and quick- 
release mechanism. It doesn’t come 
cheap and nor does it include the 
£469 ClubSport base (seen above) 
and £195’s worth of ClubSport pedals 
(plus shipping) that you’ll also need... 


themselves with tyre walls from 
around the world, but stick with it 
and there’s joy to be had from the 
realistic handling, accurately modelled 
circuits and the spectacular carnage 
created when Maldonado’s digital 
doppelganger ploughs into you for the 
umpteenth time. 

Invest in a wheel and pedals 
set-up and there’s an extra layer of 
satisfaction to the game not possible 
with a joypad, and the great graphics 
provide appreciable immersion. But FI 
2013 did too, and if you’re not bothered 
about having the latest tracks and 
2014’s arguably neutered cars, the older 
title’s classic modes and lower price 
make the new game a hard sell. 
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DMS AUTOMOTIVE 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES. 

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER 1S YEARS. 


DMS 1M(EVO MARCH '12) 

"THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM 


DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER '10) 

"IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2 


DMS 1351 (BMW CAR MAY 09) 

"THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW 
MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER '08) 

"IT'S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR. 
YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE 'll) 

"DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL" 


I 


BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO UPGRADE. 

WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO V12 SUPERCARS: 


PORSCHE 

997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP 
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP 
997 GT2 RS»670+ BHP 

996 TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP 

997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP 
997 CARRERA S» 376+ BHP 

997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP 
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP 
997 GT3UP»436BHP 
BOXSTER3.4S»336+BHP 
CAYMAN S» 342 BHP 
CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.5 » 565+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 » 600+ BHP 
CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE DIESEL » 300+ BHP 
PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP 
PANAMERA DIESEL » 305+ BHP 


MERCEDES-BENZ 

'63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 600+BHP 
'500' 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP 
SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

'55' AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP 
C63 AMG » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

SL63AMG »560+BHP(+DE-LIMIT, 

RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION) 

CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP 

SLK55 AMG » 389 BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SLK350»328BHP 

220 CDi ALL MODELS » 210+ BHP 

250 CDi ALL MODELS » 259+ BHP 

320 CDi V6» 274 BHP 

350 CDi V6» 312 BHP 

420/450 CDi V8» 358 BHP 


BMW 

M5/M6 F10»620+ BHP 
M5V10»548+ BHP(205MPH) 
X5M/X6M»618BHP 
1M»411+BHP 

M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

M3 E46 » 370 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

F10 520D»221 BHP 

F10 530D»296BHP 

F10 535D»358BHP 

335i/135i/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

123D»252BHP 

330D E90»296+BHP 

320DE90»215BHP 

730D»290+ BHP 

X5 4.0D/740D»370BHP 

X5 3.0D»296BHP 

X6X50I4.4»500+BHP 

535D / 335D /X5 SD » 355+ BHP 

M135i Please call for more info 


EXOTIC /M ISC 

FERRARI CALIFORNIA 487 BHP 

FERRARI 599 647 BHP 

FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP 

GALLARDO » 546 BHP 

LP560» 600+BHP 

LP640»707 BHP 

MURCIELAGO LP640 » 707 BHP 

MASERATI GT/OPORT » 438 BHP 

MASER ATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP 

ALL 2014 MASERATI'S Please call for more info 

AUDI RS6 4.0 TV8 Please call for more info 

AUDI RS6 V10 » 680+BHP +DE-LIMIT 

AUDI R8 VI »592+BHP 

AUDI RS4/R8 B7 » 439 BHP + DE-LIMIT 

AUDI RS3»420+ BHP 

AUDI Q7/A8 4.2TDi »400+ BHP 

AUDI 3.0TDi (ALL MODELS) » 300+ BHP 

AUDI S3 / GOLF R» 317+ BHP 

ALL 2014 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE 

RANGE ROVER 4.4 TDV8 » 395 BHP 

R ROVER SPORT 3.0D » 305 BHP 

EVOQUE 2.2 DIESEL » 240 BHP 

BENTLEY 4.0 T V8 » 600+ BHP 

BENTLEY CGT / F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 660 BHP 

GT SPEED / SUPERSPORT » 680+ BHP 


FOR ALL OTHER MAKES AND MODELS, 

PLEASE CALL US. 


WORLDWIDE OFFICES AND 
INSTALLATION: UK » IRELAND » EUROPE 
USA » ASIA » AUSTRALIA » S.AFRICA 




SALES@DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM 
/DMSAUTOMOTIVE follow us for our latest news! 


www.dmsautomotive.com 
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by RICHARD MEADEN 
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Lotus under the patronage of Volkswagen - now there’s a way that 
the Norfolk sports car maker could really unlock Its full potential 


WILL SOMEBODY PLEASE SAVE LOTUS? 

That might sound like an odd question given the 
company has finally emerged - blinking, mildly 
paranoid and bathed in cold sweat - from the 
automotive acid trip that was the Bahar era. Yet 
news that the new boss, Jean-Marc Gales, is completing a round of 
redundancies and cost cuts leaves me with a heavy heart. 

Not because I think such actions are unnecessary - 1200 
employees producing 1200 cars per annum is an ugly equation 
- but because the conservative survival plan appears to rely on 
people like us having a continued appetite for yet more evolutions 
of the current range. Of equal concern is the fact that, as Gales 
readily concedes, this purgatorial process of slow growth is 
predicted to take three years, which means the recovery 
also relies on the brilliant people who remain at Hethel 
having the appetite to stick around. 

I don’t envy Gales. There are no quick fixes and there’s 
only so much anyone could do with the hand he’s been 
dealt. God knows someone had to administer a cold slap 
to a business left with a tragic balance sheet, wilfully 
neglected existing product line and decimated dealer 
network. That Gales has spared us the bullshit, rolled up his 
sleeves and got on with restoring Lotus to something approaching 
an even keel is encouraging. What worries me is whether he’s 
being allowed to do enough. 

We’ll never know how close Lotus came to sinking in the 
turbulent storm of controversy surrounding Bahar’s dismissal 
after parent company Proton was bought from the Malaysian 
government by DRB-Hicom. The financial lockdown that 
becalmed Lotus in the aftermath were dark days, but thankfully 
the Exige S - dismissed as an irksome distraction by Bahar and 
crew - emerged from the wreckage and found buyers. Combined 
with continued interest in the Elise and increased confidence 
amongst dealers and customers, sales rose from a pitiful 70 units 
in 2012 to the current 1200 a year. 

Of course, the highest profile casualty in all this (apart from 
Bahar) is the long-awaited Esprit. It certainly wouldn’t have been 
a panacea for all Lotus’s ills, but it was the only credible car of the 
Infamous Five. Perhaps not a searing Ferrari 458 beater, nor as 
complete as the Audi R8, but a refreshingly desirable alternative 
to the established players and a means of propelling Lotus into 
an elite and - presumably - more profitable area of the market 
without requiring huge sales. Sadly, we’ll never know. 

What we do know is that by failing to bring that car to market, 
Lotus has effectively erased all evidence of the Bahar era. Perhaps 
that’s the idea. Or perhaps the Esprit wasn’t quite as production- 


ready as we think. I suspect a pinch of both is probably nearer 
the truth, but at a much more fundamental level I worry that 
the cause of Lotus’s current stasis is DRB-Hicom lacking the 
wherewithal to be decisive and do what’s necessary to enable 
Lotus to thrive rather than merely survive. Basing a business 
on smoke, mirrors, Sharon Stone and an undeliverable model 
strategy was madness, but it’s also true that palliative care can 
only do so much when what the patient really needs is a cure. 

I’m not blind to the shortcomings of the cars or the company, 
but as a driver the Elise and Exige still hold strong appeal, and 
I find it impossible not to want the best for Lotus. I’ll admit The 
best’ is a somewhat nebulous concept, so I’ll nail my colours to 
the mast now and say I wish VW would step in and show the 


Malaysians what they’ve been squandering all these years. 

Think about it. With VW’s patronage anything’s possible, the 
best exemplar being Bugatti. Without Ferdinand Piech’s sheer 
force of will and VW’s unflinching commitment to bankrolling 
what for years seemed like an insane act of folly and ego, Bugatti 
would have remained defunct. Yet VW took a deep breath, set 
itself an apparently insurmountable engineering challenge and 
created the Veyron. In so doing it took the brand from the dusty 
pages of history to a position of pre-eminence in one giant leap. 
That Bugatti almost certainly continues to cost VW a fortune 
doesn’t matter: arguably a marque such as Bugatti has to be a 
money-no-object exercise. It needn’t be the case with Lotus. 

As an authentic maker of lightweight sports cars, and with 
multiple World Championship-winning El pedigree, surely 
Lotus is the one jewel missing from VW’s crown. Acquire Lotus 
and Porsche’s diversification could be confined to sporting 
saloons and SUVs, Lamborghini would be left to fight Ferrari, 
Bentley to focus on super-luxury and Bugatti to re-writing the 
hypercar rule book. And with the stability and creative freedom 
that comes from VW’s unflinching backing, Lotus would build 
the all-new, genuinely affordable world-beater Hethel so 
desperately needs, and I for one am so desperate to see. □ 

\ Richard is a contributing editor to evo 
O @DickieMeaden I and one of the magazine’s founding team 



‘Basing a business on smoke, mirrors, 
Sharon Stone and an undeliverable 
model strategy was madness’ 
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Petrolhead 




The simple, avoidable irritations in modern cars are the ones that 
can completely ruin them, fumes a frustrated Porter 


IF YOU’VE READ LAST MONTH’S CAR 

of the Year ultra-feature you’ll have seen the 
disappointing show from the latest BMW M3. It 
gave the evo Brain Trust no pleasure to discover the 
inelegant, lumpen way with which the strangely 
charmless M-car relegated itself to a bottom of the table slot. But 
after two days of intensive driving, failings such as the unsubtle 
torque delivery, strange steering and hard-to-read handling made 
the M3 difficult to recommend. For me, however, there are other 
massive problems with the M3, ones not mentioned in evo’s away 
trip to Scotland. 

First of all, when you stop, press the button to turn off the engine 
and open the door to get out, the stereo keeps on playing. This is 
endemic amongst all current BMWs and Minis and it simply will 
not do. I don’t want to come home late at night and wake 
my neighbours with the thudding sound of after-dark 
dance music radio. Nor do I want to arrive home at any 
time of day and let them know I have been listening to 
The Best Of Girls Aloud. That’s a private matter between 
me and the interior of the M135i I don’t own precisely 
because of this problem. You can stop it by jabbing the 
start/stop button twice, but in a manual car you’ve 
got to take your foot off the clutch first otherwise the 
engine restarts. Which is tremendously annoying. 

There’s another problem with the M3 that’s also BMW-wide and 
that’s the inability to instantly mirror the side-to-side temperatures 
on the dual-zone climate control. Say you have a passenger who 
likes the car to be warmer or cooler than you. They get out and 
you’re driving alone. Many other cars have a system that, with one 
press of a button, syncs the passenger temp so it falls into the line 
with your own. BMW, for reasons I can’t understand, no longer 
gives you this option. You have to jab the passenger temperature 
adjustment until it matches your side, and with every prod at 
the controls you’re reminded of the idiocy of your own weirdly 
pedantic mind. So yes, I know it’s a bit obsessive-compulsive, but 
driving solo without side-to-side temperature symmetry bothers 
the bejabbers out of me. 

I know I’m not alone on this one, which makes me wonder if 
anyone at BMW actually drives their own cars. It’s a big company, 
there must be lots of people there, and people who are quite 
interested in cars. Yet not one of them has ever said, You know 
what, guys? This radio thing and this climate thing, they’re really 
sodding annoying’ (but in German, obviously). 

The Munichers are not alone, of course. Plenty of cars boast 
features that seem to have been signed off in the face of all reason. 
Ever tried to program the satnav in a Ferrari 458? Of course not. If 


you had you wouldn’t be reading this column. You’d be outside, 
still trying to program the satnav in a Ferrari 458. Or locked 
in a room with very soft wallpaper, slowly rocking back and 
forth muttering, ‘The screens. The screens. So many confusing 
screens.’ When I borrowed a 458 and needed to go somewhere 
unknown, I ended up gumming a TomTom to the dash. The dash 
of a £178,000 car. Mmm, classy. 

The rival offering from McLaren is no better for clattering 
design idiocy, as discovered during evo Car Of The Year testing 
when anyone over six feet tall tried to get into the 650S. With 
the standard seats, this car presents the leggier person with two 
options. One, an uncomfortable knee-bent posture that puts you 
too close to the dash, the other providing the right amount of leg 
stretch but forcing the seat back upright against the bulkhead 


so you feel like you’re sitting in church. Either way, a poor show. 

More than that, a baffling disappointment. There must be people 
within McLaren who are reasonably tall, not least Ron Dennis 
himself. Did nobody mention this? 

It goes on. Jaguars with exterior door handles that feel like 
they’re going to snap off. Mercedes-Benzes with auto headlights 
you can’t disable. Lexuses that beep incessantly whenever you 
drive past the speed camera that you know is there because it’s 
50 yards from your bloody house. Fords with stereos covered in 
buttons, not one of which does what is expected of it. evo’s SEAT 
Leon long-termer that silences its own DAB radio whenever the 
heated rear screen is on. Did no one live with these features 
before putting the cars on sale? 

Car makers can pull off some pretty incredible pieces of 
engineering when they put their minds to it, and come up with 
ways to build and sell said engineering in a repeatable, reliable 
mass-produced way. Which makes it all the more baffling that 
every so often they make a right royal cock of the very basics. 

The net result of which is that my neighbours know a little too 
much about my ongoing love of primary-coloured pop music. □ 

Richard is evo’s longest-s erving columnist and is 
_ _ also the keyboard behind ^niffpetrol.coml 
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‘When I borrowed a 458 and needed to 
go somewhere unknown, I ended up 
gumming a TomTom to the dash’ 




BIOODHOUND SSC 

Feir whMis, 715 tonnes, 135,000 bhp, lOOOmpb, 
Worid Land Speed Reconl Contender 



This yecn; SIT® celebrates 60 yeiR's of race bred performance and protection. As port of ovr celebrations, we hove 
0 bottle of Fuel Injector Cleaner to bel^ get the best out of ywr engine for 60 lucky readers. To enter, simply email 
feeil)ad(@arfiioredciutogroup.com with EVO in the subject Rtie; then your name, oddress and specify if you drive a 
Petrd or Diesel veidcie. Competition cioses 31 ionuary 2015. Winners wiii be chosen at random. 


U.VJ 


'1 

, Champ 


by DARIO FRANCHITTI 


Almost as though someone tipped him off about what’s in this 
issue of evo, Dario reminisces fondiy about RC cars 


I I I REMEMBER BEING A KID AND 

coveting the first remote control car I ever saw, a 
Tamiya Sand Scorcher - that Baja Beetle thing. 
Although I didn’t buy it at the time, I’ve had 
the bug, if you’ll pardon the pun, ever since. I 
remember the first kit I got was when I was about 14. Initially I 
didn’t have the skills or patience to build it, so my dad probably 
put it together, but when I took it out in the street and ripped it 
off down the road, one of the back wheels parted company with 
the car at terminal velocity. We never saw that wheel again. 

I don’t remember the specific make of that first RC car, 
but it was a typical off-road buggy and broke quite a lot. Poor 
manufacturing might have been one of the reasons for this, but 
to be honest I think I was also a contributing factor. 

For a start, I remember tinkering with them and 
learning quite a lot about how to adjust stuff. It was 
really quite informative, but possibly not brilliant for 
the longevity of the car. The other thing that probably 
didn’t help was jumping it off progressively larger and 
larger objects. Having been riding motorbikes since 
an early age I had some experience building ramps 
and they were the sort of ambitious kickers that were 
liable to be lethal to either me or, in this case, the car. 

Anyway, after miraculously not killing myself with 
either the motorbikes or any low-flying RC buggies, I went off 
and did some racing for a bit and my next experience was on my 
22nd birthday. I was racing for Mercedes and after blowing out 
the candles the team gave me a quarter-scale replica of my DTM 
car. With a chainsaw engine in it. The thing was absolutely lethal 
and had so much power that even in a straight line all you were 
trying to do was just keep it pointing in the right direction. One 
of the top fuel dragster guys might have had an idea how to do it, 
but all I tended to do was roll the thing over. 

The other problem was trying to find somewhere to drive it. I 
tried to run it on the street outside my parents’ house, but when 
somebody’s driving to work in their Fiesta and something blows 
past them that’s quarter scale and sounding like a chainsaw, they 
tend to get a bit upset with you. Years later I had a driveway long 
enough to use it on, but the problem there was that you couldn’t 
actually get high enough off the ground to see it for any length 
of distance and because the thing did 70mph it was out of sight 
by the time your thumb had twitched on the controller. I may get 
in trouble for saying this, but really there was only one solution. 
Jan Magnussen had one too, and we’d drive a road car and chase 
these quarter-scale DTM cars with one of us hanging out the 


sunroof. It was still impossible to control, but it was good fun. 

Living in Nashville some years later, I started buying 
different RC cars that I’d lusted after in my youth. I’d build them 
(now that I had the patience) and gradually progressed up the 
ladder to the petrol engine ones, or whatever other funny type 
of fuel they used. I ended up with a really cool Stratos that, of 
course, I then had to go and buy all the go-faster bits for. I was 
continually tweaking and I think that’s where I first learned 
about online shopping. I ended up buying the buggy that had 
won the last five world championships or something, and then 
I put in the bigger engine that wasn’t supposed to go in it and it 
all got a bit mental from there. I think those cars are still in the 
garage in Nashville gathering dust. 


Of course it’s not just RC cars. I bought a Hot Wheels model 
of a Guards Red 993 GT2 in a pharmacy in New York the other 
day because I’m trying to find a die-cast model of every road 
car I’ve ever owned. It’s an ongoing process, because for me the 
devil’s in the detail: you can get a Porsche 930 no problem, but 
you can’t find an LE. You can find a Porsche Cayenne, but you 
can’t find a dark grey Techart Magnum. I think taking the 1:18 
bodyshell off a model and sending it off to get it painted the 
right colour might be taking things a touch too far. But I can see 
it happening eventually. 

And now it’s all coming full circle in the Franchitti clan. My 
brother Marino’s son, Luca, is only 20 months old, but the boy’s 
obsessed with cars, evo is his bedtime reading. And now he has 
discovered model cars. He’s got an F40 model, but he doesn’t 
want to just trash it, he wants to look under the engine cover 
and discover what’s going on. It’s brilliant to see. I’m already 
looking forward to building his first RC buggy for him and 
watching at least two wheels fall off first time out. □ 

Dario is a three-time Indy 500 winner 
_ _ and four-time IndyCar champ 



‘When somebody’s driving to work in 
their Fiesta and something quarter 
scale blows past them sounding like 
a chainsaw, they tend to get upset’ 
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Inbox 

Whafs nibbled your festive Bakewells this month? 



Light relief 


Finally an affordable sports car that will weigh less than the 
model it replaces. Mazda should be applauded for making the 
new MX-5 (evo 202) 100kg lighter than the outgoing one. It 
could have very easily allowed the new model to gain weight 
with extra gadgets and better safety and then tried to hide 
it with more power. But it decided to maintain the current 
engine size and power but reduce weight, which increases 
the performance and should improve the car in almost every 
other aspect, including fuel economy and handling. 

I love the fact that the new MX-5 is actually physically 
smaller as well. 1 hate how modern cars are getting so big and 
bulky (Renault Clio) - and don’t even get me started on the 
ever-increasing wheel sizes! In my eyes no car needs wheels 
bigger than 16 inches. They add unnecessary weight and ruin 
ride quality and feel. I’m also very pleased to see Mazda has 
decided to get rid of those silly twin-exit exhausts that are 
just so uncool on a four-cylinder motor. 

MattSlegg 






The Letter of the Month 
wins an Elliot Brown watch 

This month’s star letter writer receives an Elliot Brown 
Canford 202-001 (pictured), worth £325. It features a 
Swiss-made movement with a five-year battery life and 
a shock-absorption system, has a rotating Internal bezel, 
and comes on a dark blue oiled leather strap. 


ELLIOT BROWN* 

0 


www.elliotbrownwatches.com 



Fall of the M Power 

I enjoyed eCoty (evo 203) but was not 
surprised that the M3 almost came 
last. I’ve owned E46 and E92 versions 
of the M3. 1 loved both but preferred 
the former as I thought Its sIx-cylInder 
engine was purer and the experience 
more visceral. I’ve not driven an F80 
and to be honest I don’t really want 
to. It may have the speed and all the 
flashy systems but It seem to have 
lost the connection with the driver. 

A massive part of this Is the engine, 
which now unfortunately Is more like a 
911 Turbo’s than GT3’s: In other words a 
hairdryer. BMW should have developed 
theS65 V8 from the E92. 

In eCoty 2001 the M3 came second. 
In 2007 fifth, and this year almost last. 
‘Progress’ Indeed! 

Francis Carpenter 

Picture perfect 

Brilliant write-up of eCoty yet again. 

It’s such a pleasure to read a magazine 
article and actually get a genuine 
Impression as to what the experience 
of each car really feels like. I have to 
compliment the photography too, 
as It adds so much atmosphere and 
emotion to the feature. 

For me the shot of the 18, SI and 
Cayman GTS summed up eCoty 2014 
perfectly - you couldn’t get three 
more different cars on paper, yet 
all three represent something close 
to the pinnacle of driving pleasure. 

It shows not only how diverse the 
performance car market Is, but also (In 
the case of the BMW) that the future 
Is very bright. All I can say to other 
manufacturers now Is ‘bring It on!’ 
Dan Wainwright 

One step beyond 

Great feature on the new Koenigsegg 
One:l (evo 202). Of all Its awesome 
technology, the one thing that really 



Above: this picture In particular summed 
up eCoty 2014 for reader Dan Wainwright 


struck me was the possibility to fine- 
tune the car’s handling for a circuit like 
the Nurburgring, section by section, 
using GPS data. 

The latest ZF auto ’box uses GPS to 
prepare the car for a corner or Incline, 
but Koenigsegg takes this Integration 
of the car’s systems to another level. 
Imagine having optimal suspension 
settings for every corner and straight 
on a trackday, then relaxing on the way 
home with no Intervention needed. 

Or having the car optimised when you 
head off the motorway and reach the 
best roads of north Wales or the Alps. 

We grumble now about some of the 
newest electric steering or adaptive 
suspension set-ups, but what 
potential there Is here! Just Imagine 
where we might be In 10 years’ time as 
these systems really come together. 
Julian Parish 

Looks again 

It hit home whilst reading the review 
of the Koenigsegg one:l that the 
only remark on the aesthetics of the 
car were regarding the wIng-mIrror 
supports. Now, I’m not saying that 
the figures of the One:l aren’t mightily 
Impressive, but does this mean that 
there Is too much focus on the raw 
stats of these machines and not on 
their visual Impact? 

Leafing back through your 
other reviews of the recent crop of 
hypercars - McLaren PI, Porsche 
918 Spyder, LaFerrarl - tells a similar 
story. I’m not saying that such clrca- 
mllllon-pound machines are exactly 
ugly (apart from maybe the Veyron): 
the LaFerrarl has some nice angles, 
although only from the front, and the 
PI has a forgettable front end but a 
uniquely futuristic rear. But can we 
please start focusing more on form 
rather than just the figures? 

Nick Williams 



Above: amazing tech, says Julian Parish, 
but what about the looks, asks Nick Williams 
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Talking Point 


T 

Bentley Conti GT3-R 


Last month, we drove the Bentley Continental GT3-R, 
which claims to be the most focused Bentley road car ever. 
We also asked: would you consider one over its rivals? 


The GT3-R costs nearly as much 
as the Ferrari F12 and Lamborghini 
Aventador. I would definitely take the 
F12 or Aventador, yet I would consider 
getting the ‘regular’ Continental GT for 
around £100k less. Overall, that does 
everything brilliantly. 

Mohammed Naz 

I would not consider the GT3-R over 
anything. To my eyes it looks like a 
badly modified car. I imagine people 
would jeer at you in the street for 
taking an otherwise pleasant luxury 
vehicle and slapping a cheap spoiler 
on the back. Great for the Essex elite, 

I guess. Not for me, though. Likely 
rivals? Anything from Mansory! 

Chris Jones 

Seriously looks like it was designed by 
an aspirational 12-year-old. 

robw 

I just can’t get past the weight of the 
thing. Plus it’s based on a big, heavy 
luxury car. This is no GT3 RS, so why 
not lose all the ‘racing heritage’ crap 
and stick a big ‘limited edition’ badge 
on it instead? 

Paul Allen 

No, I can’t imagine choosing to 
spend a quarter of a million pounds 
on one. The ‘luxury sports car’ is an 
automotive oxymoron: the more a 
vehicle is a sports car, the less it is 
a luxury car, and vice versa. Sports 
cars are small and intimate: luxury 
cars give you space to sprawl. Sports 
cars are finely balanced and instantly 
responsive: luxury cars are stable 
and relaxing. Sports cars are light 


and full of feedback: luxury cars are 
thick-walled and isolating. The point 
of a sports car is to raise your pulse, 
and the point of a luxury car is to lower 
it - they are direct opposites. 

Tom Westmacott 

I appear to be in a minority in liking 
the appearance. What I don’t like 
is the weight. Rather than lowering 
the gearing to improve acceleration, 

I’d rather they lowered the weight 
further. Ditch the 4WD, lose a few toys 
and surely it could weigh half a tonne 
less without feeling too stripped out. 
Leslie Brook 

Now, what’s that saying about putting 
lipstick on a pig? 

McSwede 

It’s so heavy it generates a measurable 
gravitational field around the chassis. 
That said, when I’m 65 I’ll have one and 
I’ll be the fastest grandad in town. 

Richard Baxter 

Not even close. It’s my whole car 
heavier than I would consider 
reasonable for a ‘GT3’ car with 
removed rear seats... No deal. 

John Tighe 

Yes please. It’s one of very few cars 
that has the right to bear the letters 
‘GT’. It’s not for everyday use, so the 
new details only make it even more 
special when you do drive it... 
Michael Grigorev 

Mitsubishi called. They want their boot 
spoiler back. 

Trey Ely 


Join the discussion 

Keep an eye on evo.co.uk or follow us on Facebook (facebook.com/ 
evomagazine) to participate in our regular Talking Point debates. 
The best comments will be published here each month 
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From the forums: community.evo.co.uk/forums 


Thread of the Month 


T 

Marv 

Every 911 to go turbo’d? 

There have been rumours that, as of the 991.2, there 
will be no more naturally aspirated 911s... 


It is the way forward. I doubt naturally 
aspirated engines will exist in anything 
even remotely performance orientated 
in ten years’ time, except perhaps in a 
few, limited halo models. 

DeskJockey 

Quick! Someone get me a 4.0 GTS RS! 

Bunta 

It’s alright, buddy. I don’t think they’ll 
start replacing the engines on cars 
they’ve already built! 

zedleg 

I like turbo cars but must admit their 
demise was one of the reasons I bought 
my MS. I’m guessing that it, and the epic 
E60 VIO M5, will be green-taxed into 
extinction in years to come. 

Sheriff 

My eyes are dry. I’ve never enjoyed any 
of the BMW NA engines, but the N55 in 
my MlS5i is a sheer delight. GTSs aside 
(from the 997 onwards), the 911 NA 
engines have left me cold too. The GT2 is 
absolutely epic! 

The only two manufacturers who will 
surely have their DNA diluted are Ferrari 
and Lamborghini. Although the F40 


was pretty epic too... Oh, and I’m not 
sure a Corvette will ever be better with 
turbos rather than giant-capacity NA or 
supercharging. 

David_Yu 

Are you allergic to throttle response? 

caneswell 

Even though David’s statement is one 
of personal preference and therefore it 
should not be possible for it to be wrong, 
it is just so, so wrong. 

duncsSOO 

Unless the laws of physics change, you 
will never have a turbo-engined car be 
as keen to respond as an NA car. 

GraniteVS 

This will no doubt drive the prices of 
previous-gen NA 911s to ridiculous 
amounts. To be fair, I have no problem 
with turbocharging, as long as they 
don’t pump fake noise into the cabin. 
Alex_ 

So if the standard 911 becomes 
turbocharged, will the 911 Turbo have 
turbocharged turbochargers? 

timothymoffat 



Thread of the Month wins a Road Angel safety 
camera & blackspot alert device worth £159.99 


s 9 

-■* 


The originator of the best evo forum 
thread wins a Road Angel Gem+. The 
Gem+ automatically updates its camera 
database as you drive and allows users to 
share the locations of live’ camera vans. 

ROAD ANGEL" 



DON’T GET 

LEFT BEHIND 


W*e\70 GOLF R STAGED 

^PERFORMANCE SOFT WARE 

,^.-•0 -• 601^.7 SECONDS • 0 . 100: 9 SECQNDS ♦ + 69BHP 


WWW.REVOTECHNIK.COM 


www.evo.co.uk 053 









The all-new AMG GT is laser-targeted at the quicker 91 Is, here ' 

represented by the latest Carrera GTS. The AMG has a thumping 
biturbo V8; the GTS promises speed with sublime agility. Which wins? 


PHOTOGRAPHY by PAUL BARSHON 
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AMG GT S 

DAN PROSSER 



I’VE NO IDEA WHY QUITE 

J ^ so many people are rushing 
to get out of San Francisco at 
Sam on a Thursday. Shouldn’t 
they be hurrying to get into the 
city for work at this time of day? Whatever the 
reason, this crawling traffic jam is threatening 
to scupper our carefully wrought plan. 

The Mercedes-AMG GT’s show- car cabin is a 
pretty cool place in which to while away a delay 
on Highway 101, but with a squeaky schedule 
and an awful lot to get done, that feels like 
scant consolation. The official programme for 
today’s press launch includes a mid-morning 
coffee stop at a winery in Redwood City, a spot 
of lunch a little later on and then an afternoon 
at Laguna Seca. I’m sacking off the whole lot. 

Four hundred miles to the south of here, 
Jethro Bovingdon should be doing his utmost to 


sneak away from the 911 Carrera GTS launch 
without getting lynched by a local PR. We’ve 
agreed on a meeting point somewhere between 
the two, which just happens to be Cholame - 
the place where James Dean met with his end. 

In launching their cars on the same day, 
and within striking distance of one another, 
Mercedes and Porsche were practically inviting 
us to duck the launch programmes and attempt 
to pull off what should be a compelling twin 
test. If this traffic jam goes on much longer, 
though, the whole plan could fall apart. 

I’ve bagged a top-spec AMG GT S with the 
Dynamic Plus pack, which adds adaptive engine 
mounts. It has the more powerful version of the 
new 4-litre, twin-turbo V8; 503bhp and 4791b ft 
of torque should give it the raw firepower 
to deal with the 911. With a sophisticated 
chassis - aluminium construction, double 


wishbones, front-mid engine layout, transaxle, 
electronically controlled diff- and a reasonable 
1570kg kerb weight, it might even give the 
Porsche a run for its money in dynamic terms. 

To understand why more or less every 
European premium car maker is chasing the 
sports coupe market, it’s worth knowing that 
Porsche sold close to 30,000 911s worldwide 
last year; Jaguar, Audi, BMW and now Mercedes 
all fancy a slice of that lucrative pie. The F-type 
R, R8 and i8 are all, in their own ways, deeply 
impressive machines; the AMG GT will have to 
be some kind of talent to merit comparison. 

As I pass San Jose, the traffic thins. I’ve lost 
an hour or so, but I’m still on course to meet 
Jethro and our photographer at midday, giving 
us a few solid hours of shooting before the late 
autumn sun drops behind the Californian hills. 
The AMG GT has a tough day ahead of it. 
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911 GTS 

JETHRO BOVINGDON 



POOR PORSCHE. IT FLIES 

A out journalists from all over 
Europe to the 991 GTS launch 
in Los Angeles and the only 
point of discussion on the 
plane, at dinner and even at breakfast with a 
line of candy- coloured GTSs lined-up outside 
the plush Langham Huntingdon Hotel, is 
the new Mercedes-AMG GT. Some of the 
US guys have come straight from the AMG 
launch up the coast near San Francisco and 
are downloading their thoughts; other UK 
colleagues have already driven the Porsche and 
have hotfooted it to the AMG event. They’re 
tweeting furiously about Laguna Seca and the 
new 4-litre V8 engine and all sorts of other 
stuff. The Porsche GTS launch has pretty much 
been hijacked. I quietly slip away, jump into a 
rear-wheel-drive GTS fitted with the seven- 


speed manual gearbox. Destination? A quiet 
road about 200 miles away. Well, it’ll be quiet 
until the thunderous AMG GT S arrives. 

It’s no surprise that the 991 GTS hasn’t 
caused quite the buzz of AMG’s brand new 
baby. After all, it’s just another 911 derivative 
to add to many others. Even so, on a cool 
morning in California the GTS looks gorgeous: 
matt black centre-lock wheels, black detailing 
for the intake on the engine cover and the 
44mm-wider Carrera 4 shell combine to create 
real impact. It just looks right. 

The 911 might be a familiar shape but 
bundled-up within its simple silhouette is 
the sort of emotional connection that AMG 
can only dream about for now. Fifty years of 
motorsport success and iconic road cars has 
created an intrinsic desire within many people 
to own a 911. 


Of course Porsche has rarely relied 
completely upon its heritage to win new sales 
and sloping out of LA the 991 exhibits just how 
complete a car it has become. It oozes quality - 
be it the simple but gorgeously finished interior 
or the way the steering and chassis feel so 
alert yet so polished. Few cars meld response, 
control and precision with such deftness. 

Does the GTS feel more special than a 
Carrera S? A little. The ride is firmer, closer to 
that of a GTS, the wider shell creates a feeling 
of even greater stability and the engine has 
more bite. On a couple of occasions when 
sitting behind a huge truck at SOmph becomes 
unbearable any longer and I momentarily wind 
out the 3.8-litre flat-six, the noise and energy 
at the top end are nothing short of sensational. 
Poor Porsche? I don’t think so. Poor AMG? We’ll 
answer that question shortly. 
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AMG GTS V 911 GTS 


Below: in the metal, the 
GT is much more than a 
scaled-down SLS; rear aspect 
in particular is unique and 
extremely appealing. 
Below right: Californian 
drought temporarily broken 


A S THE AMG GT AIMS SOUTH 

along the seemingly endless Route 
101 from San Francisco and the 991 
GTS fires at the horizon on Highway 5 
north out of Los Angeles, there are a 
fair few pangs of regret bubbling up 
inside. Dan Prosser is in the AMG GT, and while 
he’s driving nearly 200 miles from the launch 
location, the rest of the journalists are blasting 
around Laguna Seca and having a high old 
time. I’m in the Porsche, cursing US speed limits 
and thinking that maybe hanging around to try 
every configuration of GTS imaginable (rear- 
and four-wheel drive, coupe and cabrio - OK, 
maybe not the cabs) at Willow Springs Raceway 
might have been a better idea. 

Then we meet halfway along the dizzyingly 
twisting State Route 41 that rolls and heaves 
north from the town of Atascadero. A Karmin 
Red Porsche 991 GTS and Magno Iridium Silver 
Mercedes-AMG GT, together at last. The regret 


by JETHRO BOVINGDON 


‘THE GT LOOKS MORE 
SPORTS CAR THAN 
TOURER, MORE THAN 
READY FOR A HEAD-TO- 
HEAD SCRAP WITH THE 911’ 



melts away in an instant. This is going to be a 
very good day indeed. And a bigger test for 
the Mercedes than even a dozen hard laps at 
Laguna Seca chasing Bernd Schneider. 

Inevitably it’s the AMG that dazzles with star 
quality. In pictures it seemed to me to be just a 
shrunken, smoothed- over SLS without the cool 
doors, but there’s so much more to it than that: 
the long wheelbase and short overhangs, the 
way the front wheels are pushed out beyond the 
bodywork to create a real sense of aggression, 
the pebble-smooth rear end with its gorgeous 
rear lights that are so slim they could be stickers, 
NASCAR-style. The best thing about it? In scale 
and stance, it looks more sports car than grand 
tourer. In other words it’s more than ready for a 
head-to-head scrap with the 911. 

In fact this GT S version of the Mercedes, the 
more powerful of the two models in the launch 
line-up, might not even notice that the other 
GTS is trying to kick and punch at its kneecaps. 


In terms of power, it’s a bit of a mismatch: 
the GT S’s new 4-litre twin-turbocharged V8 
produces 503bhp at 6250rpm and 4791b ft from 
1750 to 4750rpm; Porsche’s GTS has 424bhp at 
7500rpm and 3241b ft at 5750rpm. In truth the 
AMG, at £110,495, falls somewhere between 
the £91,098 GTS and the £120,958 Turbo. 
However, experience with the 997-generation 
GTS suggests the new 991 version will be a 
sweet-spot and the perfect benchmark against 
which to judge Mercedes’ new player. We’d 
have liked to have brought along the base AMG 
GT with 456bhp and a £97,195 asking price but, 
for the launch, only the GT S was available. 

At the heart of the new AMG is an aluminium 
spaceframe weighing 231kg and closely related 
to that of the SLS. In fact the whole car borrows 
heavily from the SLS, including much of the 
floorpan, the front suspension and the (praise 
be) hydraulic steering rack. The new M178 dry- 
sump V8 drives through a carbonfibre propshaft 


TECH ANALYSIS 


AMG GT AERO 

To get the full effect of a rear 
diffuser, the car needs a flat 
underbody and a low ride height: 
both of which the AMG GT has. 

An underlying law in fluid 
dynamics is that when the speed 
of air is increased, the pressure 
of that air is reduced. This law 
is exploited by the engineers at 
AMG. The air passing under the 
car is trapped between the flat 
underbody and the ground, due 
to the low ride height, creating a 
venturi effect. This increases the 
velocity of the air, and therefore 
decreases pressure, creating 
downforce. The rear diffuser then 
expands and re-integrates this 
airflow behind the car without 
turbulence, thus reducing drag. 

Michael Whiteley 
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‘THE 911 FEELS 
SENSATIONAL, 
WITH A DEEP- 
SEATED POISE. 
IT ISN’T ABOUT 
TO ROLL OVER 
FOR ANYTHING’ 


to a seven-speed dual-clutch transaxle, and the 
engine sits way back in the chassis, snug against 
the bulkhead. The regular GT comes with a 
limited-slip differential, whereas this S model 
gets an electronically controlled version. The 
weight distribution is 47:53 front to rear. 

To get a sense of scale, the GT is 4546mm 
long and 1939mm wide, so both longer and 
wider than the 9irs 4509mm and 1852mm 
(despite the GTS adopting the wider Carrera 4 
shell even in rear- drive configuration). The 
Merc is just a little lower, too. Suspension is by 
double wishbones all-round and the GT S comes 
with AMG Ride Control three-stage damping. 
The only area it doesn’t seem to have the 911 
covered is in terms of weight. The GT S comes 
in at 1570kg to the Porsche’s 1425kg. The extra 
1551b ft should take care of that. 

For its part, the 991 GTS is more familiar but 
no less tantalising. The crackling 3. 8 -litre flat- 
six is the same as that fitted to the Carrera S 




Below: every 911 GTS has 
wider body of Carrera 4, 
despite many - like this 
one - being rear-drive only. 
But AMG GT is wider still 




with the optional Powerkit. This option alone 
on a Carrera S costs £9387, more than the price 
difference between the two. The GTS adds the 
wider shell from the Carrera 4, 20-inch matt- 
black centre-lock wheels and a matching intake 
grille on the engine cover, unique suspension 
tuning, a switchable sports exhaust, the Sport 
Chrono package with dynamic engine mounts 
and more Alcantara than you can shake a stick 
at inside. Porsche has also revised the linkage 
for the seven-speed manual gearbox (to be 
rolled out concurrently for the entire range). 

Even parked beside the box-fresh AMG, 
there’s just something right about the GTS. It 
looks hunkered down, agile and tough. It might 
not pack the glamour of the sparkly new Merc, 
but the GTS has an effortless cool that’s deeply 
appealing. On the short squirt along the 41 to 
our meeting point, it felt sensational, too, with a 
deep-seated poise and incredible fluidity. It isn’t 
about to roll over for anything. 



AMG GTS V 911 GTS 



The AMG really licks it for sense of occasion, 
though. From the moment you open the 
door and catch a glimpse of the huge central 
tunnel inlaid with glass buttons and a central 
carbonfibre section, the big tablet-type screen 
rising above the four cylindrical air vents and 
the gorgeous flat-bottomed Alcantara-trimmed 
steering wheel, a little spike of adrenalin shoots 
down your back. Our car’s Red Pepper leather 
highlights might not be to everyone’s taste and 
the silver plastic trim looks and feels a bit cheap, 
but the overall effect is enchanting. 

And that’s before you slide into the seat and 
feel how low and wide the GT S sits. Oh, and 
before you press the engine start button and 
the 4-litre V8 wakes up with a grungy, gargly 
sneer. It’s a big, enveloping noise, like that of the 
old 6.2 V8 but somehow angrier, less digitally 
mastered, and it seems to sprawl out into the 
atmosphere where the old motor cut through it. 
It’s not as pure, but then dirty can be fun, right? 

I know that I should slowly but surely work 
my way up through the many modes of the GT S, 
but with so many miles covered this morning 
and a strict curfew for both cars tonight, there’s 
no time. Instinctively, then, I twist the rotary 


dial above the starter button around to S-I-, 
select the middle damper setting and slacken 
the electronic reins with AMG Sport mode. 
Galifornia may be in the grip of a long-lasting 
drought, but we Brits have brought the rain. 
Photographer Paul Barshon reckons it’s the 
first he’s seen around these parts for a year and 
I’m expecting a surface with all the adhesive 
qualities of glass coated in Fairy Liquid. All the 
better for getting to know the GTS... 

The first few miles blow apart the ‘baby 
SLS’ tag. For all the shared hardware, this is 
something new. Aside from the fact that you 
feel quite a long way from the front wheels, 
the GT S experience shares little with the SLS. 
There’s more tension in everything that it does. 
The ride is pretty firm but copes well with the 
surprisingly lumpy surface of the 41, but it’s the 
body control that’s really impressive. The whole 
platform just feels so stable - wide, low, flat 
and keen to change direction. The engine, its 
two turbos sitting proudly in the middle of the 
vee, is every bit as angry as you’d hope and has 
precise throttle response. Not quite the surgical 
precision of the Porsche’s naturally aspirated 
flat-six, but it’s good enough that it couldn’t 


ever spoil your enjoyment. The seven-speed 
dual-clutch ’box is superb, too, particularly on 
upshifts, which thump home with a seamless 
speed and mechanical connection that only the 
GTS and Ferrari’s 458 Speciale have managed 
previously. The GT S feels immediately like a 
911 rival, a proper sports car. 

If there’s an initial criticism, it’s that the 
GT S takes a while to ease into. The drivetrain 
immediately feels superb, so too the damping, 
but it takes time to learn to finesse steering 
inputs and tune in completely to its reactions. 
So the first few miles feel a little jumpy and, 
because the chassis is so stiff and flat, you don’t 
get the messages through your seat nor through 
the steering that allow complete confidence. 
In fact, the GT S has masses of grip and superb 
traction. Forget any notion of it being an 
oversteer hooligan at every corner. It might well 
play that game, but what it really likes to do is dig 
in and make every one of those 503bhp count. 
In the damp, the turn-in response is seriously 
impressive and understeer is zero to very, very 
mild - even when you really start to lean on the 
car. It carries huge speed and remains unfazed 
by the hideous lumps and bumps being pulled 
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Right: AMG’s all-new 
4-litre V8 is dry-sumped and 
placed well back in the engine 
bay, turbos nestling in the 
vee. Left: interior is simply 
spectacular. Below: S gets 
vast, 390mm front discs 


I 


‘WHAT THE GT 
REALLY LIKES TO DO 
IS DIG IN AND MAKE 
EVERY ONE OF THOSE 
503BHP COUNT 





TECH ANALYSIS 


AMGGTTURBOS 

AMG’s powertrain engineers took 
a lead from their FI counterparts 
when designingthe forced 
induction system for the GT. The 
1.6-litre FI unit places its turbo in 
the engine’s vee, and this is where 
we also find the GT’s twin turbos. 

The chief advantage to this 
configuration is to reduce turbo 
lag: the shorter the pipework 
from the exhaust ports to the 
turbo turbine, the less lag there 
is in spooling the compressor. 
Additionally, the power unit 
becomes more compact than 
it would be if the turbos were 
placed to the sides. 
Reducing the exhaust pipe length 
has some inherent risks. The 
risk of detonation (uncontrolled 
combustion of the fuel/air 
mixture) increases, as does the 
risk of exhaust flow reversion, 
but these have been negated 
by careful optimisation of 
cam timings and compression 
ratios. MW 
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towards it at a frightening pace. I like this thing. 
A lot. You can really hustle it. 

Dan’s pretty taken with the GT S, too. It’s 
really hooked-up, isn’t it?’ he beams. ‘Love the 
sense of occasion, the grip - and the drivetrain 
is superb. Shame that amazing noise doesn’t 
get through to the cabin a bit more.’ There are 
no further caveats - but, after the long drive 
here in the Mercedes, Dan’s also just had his 
first taste of the other GTS: ‘It just feels so right. 
Immediately the steering response, the control 
of the suspension and the agility create this 
cohesive whole that’s really special.’ He didn’t 
even mention the electric power steering. You 
can tell he’s still the new boy. 

As the sun finally burns through, the Porsche 
looks better and better, and I’m keen to see 
how it feels after the fresh flavours of the AMG. 
No question, it’s more ‘ordinary’ inside but it 
feels authentic and beautifully built. Our car’s 
seven-speed manual adds to that sense of 
purpose. Sadly it also has the optional PDCC 
active anti-roll bars, and a 20mm-lower sport 
chassis option. Past experience suggests PDCC 
delivers more grip and stability but less feel and 
interaction, and spikier on-limit traits. Maybe 
the GTS has refined those issues. Let’s hope so. 


‘YOU CAN FEEL THE 
911 WORKING LESS 
HARD TO CONTAIN 
THE MASS PUSHING 
AND PULLING IT’ 


The 911 feels so compact after the Mercedes. 
The front wheels seem to be a few millimetres 
beyond the soles of your feet; the bigger glass 
area gives the car lower shoulders, so you 
don’t feel you’re being swallowed up by it. 
After peering out over the long bonnet of 
the GTspaceS, the GTS fits perfectly. With 
the 20mm suspension drop, the ride is every 
bit as firm as the AMG’s, but you can feel it’s 
working less hard to contain the mass pushing 
and pulling it, leaving greater capacity for 
unravelling the road. The steering - weightier, 
a shade slower - is more intuitive and requires 


Left: GT mimics big-brother 
SLS’s long-bonneted profile, 
and as with the SLS you feel 
a long way back from the 
front wheels. By contrast 
the 911 GTS puts you right up 
there at the pointy end 
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AMG GT S V 911 GTS 



Left: lashings of extra 
Alcantara help distinguish 
the GTS. Latest seven- 
speed manual gearbox is a 
beaut. Below left: optional 
carbon-ceramic brakes of 
test car stunningly good 


‘IN TERMS OF PURE 
RESPONSE, THE 
PORSCHE’S ENGINE IS 
MORE GRATIFYING’ 



not a millisecond of acclimatisation. The whole 
car seems to meld instantly to your synapses 
and react to your every whim in a supremely 
accurate yet almost languid style. Put simply, 
the Porsche flows. 

If the chassis is creamy, the drivetrain is 
honey-coated. What an engine. The flat-six 
might lack torque compared with the Merc’s 
V8, but in terms of pure response it’s sharper 
and more gratifying. With the sports exhaust 
activated it also pops and crackles with the 
best of them, if that’s your thing, and as it 
climbs through the rev-range towards its high- 
energy top end, it emits a rich, resonant howl. 
Some might consider the less showy Porsche 
somehow ‘cheaper’ than the Mercedes, but 
there’s a depth of ability and engineering here 
that’s anything but cheap. Even the seven- 
speed manual ’box - previously a pretty lumpy 
thing to use - has been honed to add to the 
overall dynamic polish. It’s still not as sweet 
as the Cayman’s six-speeder but it feels closely 
related to that ’box now, rather than a distant 
cousin that’s gone off the rails. 

The GTS puts on quite a show on the 41, 
and after you’ve felt it snap precisely between 


direction changes, dig its way out of corners 
with immense traction, and enjoyed the 
incredible power and feel of its optional 
ceramic brakes, the sense that it will never run 
out of composure makes you start to think it has 
the AMG’s number. There are, however, some 
chinks in the armour. . . 

It’s something of a paradox, but the 991 - so 
instantly intuitive and seemingly shot-through 
with high-quality feedback - still goes a bit 
aloof at the limit. The information through 
the steering seems to quieten just when you 
want it to ramp up to full volume, and the 
PDGC does prevent you from dancing the old 
911 dance - using the throttle and brakes to 
subtly manipulate the balance. The result is 
a car that will eventually slip into understeer 
but then doesn’t open up a whole undiscovered 
repertoire as it once did at this precise moment. 

Of course you can dictate the 991’s attitude, 
but it requires something akin to brutality to 
do so and the small, beautifully communicated 
shifts of balance that once defined the 911 
experience are replaced instead by a very fast 
transition into oversteer. PDGG only adds to this 
trait because there’s no roll, no weight transfer 


to manage and exploit. And while it’s becoming 
a bit of a truism, the steering just isn’t as 
intimate nor honest as it once was. On the track 
I have no doubt the GTS would feel superb, and 
I know it has great beyond-the-limit balance 
once you’re in that zone but, on the road, real 
thrills are found in the moments before you 
need to wind on opposite lock, and it’s here that 
the 991 remains tricky to read. 

The AMG is the exact opposite. The initial 
dartiness bred by the light, quick steering and 
the chassis’ flat, broad-shouldered responses is 
replaced by a faithful, predictable and highly 
adjustable poise as you edge closer to the car’s 
limits. The steering isn’t exactly humming with 
feel, but it’s clean and the weight shifts subtly 
as you approach the first signs of understeer. . . 
With all that torque available you can now really 
get on the power and feel the car neutralise. It 
doesn’t want to slip easily into smoky oversteer 
- there’s just too much grip and precision for 
that - but instead it adopts a gorgeous stance 
with the rear just edging a little wide. Find that 
perfect clear-sighted corner and you can exit 
with a tiny bit of corrective lock, the engine 
roaring up to the limiter and two fat black lines 
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TECH ANALYSIS 


911GTSTOR0UE 

VECTORING 

Porsche Torque Vectoring 
(PTV) uses individual rear brake 
intervention to increase the 
agility of the 911 GTS. Using an 
array of sensors, include ones for 
yaw rate and steering angle, the 
on-board computer knows when 
the driver is pitching the car into 
a slow-to-medium-speed corner. 
In this situation, the computer 
can apply brake pressure to the 
inside rear wheel, which forces 
a yaw moment about the car, 
actively pulling it in towards 
the apex. The system works 
alongside the mechanical (on 
manual models) or electronic 

(on PDK models) locking 
differential, which comes into 
its own in higher-speed turns, 
and when accelerating hard 
out of corners. Thus the control 
system needs to know how much 
intervention is possible before 
the locking differential tries to 
intervene. MW 


AMG GTS V 911 GTS 




‘SO, HAS AMG 
ECLIPSED THE 911 
STRAIGHT OUT OF 
THE BOX? IT’S A 
TOUGH ONE TO CALL’ 


scribing the perfect line. It feels superb and there 
are no surprises. 

Throwing the GT S from corner to corner, its 
composure is almost unshakeable, front and 
rear in unison; only if you’re super-ambitious on 
turn-in do you feel the rear fall into a little roll- 
oversteer. You can feel the benefit of the engine’s 
location, right back behind the front axle line, 
every time you turn the steering wheel. 

It’s not perfect, of course. For all the brilliance 
of the gearbox on upshifts, the downshifts still 
don’t feel quite in tune with the left-hand paddle. 
In the latest Ferraris as you pull the paddle the 
rev-match seems to be simultaneous with the 
paddle actuation. I love the hefty, short-action 
paddleshift on the GT S, but maybe it’s so short 
that it prevents that amazing synchronicity. 
Short, sharp bumps on the way into corners also 
suggest a slight lack of suspension travel for the 
rear axle. It’s nothing like as pronounced as in 
an SLS Black Series, but it can skip clear of the 
surface where the Porsche just breathes with it. 

So, has AMG eclipsed the 911 straight out 
of the box? It’s a tough one to call. The GT S 

Right: this one’s gone 
right down to the wire 
-both these cars are 
among the finest sports 
coupes around £100k 
can currently buy 


feels more theatrical and indulgent; it has a 
superb drivetrain and a chassis that really 
surprises with its raw grip, control and on-limit 
progression. The Porsche counters with greater 
agility, an engine of exceptional response, a 
unique fluidity and a more focused vibe. There 
are moments when it delivers an experience 
of almost sumptuous quality - and let’s not 
forget it’s £20,000 cheaper, too. However, the 
interaction that used to define the 911 just isn’t 
as deep-rooted as it once was and, with PDCC 
fitted, its limits are sharper-edged than^ou 
might hope. On the road, at least. 

You can feel a cop-out coming, right? I’m 
trying to avoid that, but the answer isn’t black- 
and-white. Would a non-PDCC GTS have felt 
more natural at full flight? Would the four- 
wheel- drive version - in the past we’ve preferred 
the 991 in G4 form - have shown more on-limit 
progression, just a little more feel? I think so. But 
there’s an old footballing cliche that you can only 
beat what’s in front of you. Today, the GT S wins. 
It’s a fantastic car. Bring on the new Audi R8. The 
AMG GT S is ready. □ 



MERCEDES-AMG 

GTS 


Engine V8, 3982cc, twin-turbo 
C02219g/km 
Power 503bhp @ 6250rpm 
Torque 4791b ft @ 1750-4750rpm 
Transmission Seven-speed dual clutch, 
rear-wheel drive, limited-slip differential 
Front suspension Double wishbones, coil 
springs, adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar 
Rear suspension Double wishbones, coil 
springs, adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar 
Brakes Ventilated discs, 
390mm front, 360mm rear 
Wheeis 9 x 19in front, 11 x 20in rear 
Tyres 265/35 ZR19 front, 295/30 ZR20 rear 
Weight 1570kg 
Power-to-weight 326bhp/ton 
0-62mph3.8sec (claimed) 
Top speed 193mph (limited) 
Basic price £110,495 
On saie Now 

evo rating 


PORSCHE 

911 CARRERA GTS 


Engine Flat-six, 3800cc 

C02 223g/km 

Power 424bhp @ 7500rpm 

Torque 3241b ft @ 5750rpm 

Transmission Seven-speed manual, rear- 

wheel drive, limited-slip diff, torque vectoring 

Front suspension MacPherson struts, coil 

springs, PASM dampers, anti-roll bar 

Rear suspension Multi-link, coil springs, 

PASM dampers, anti-roll bar 

Brakes Ventilated discs, 

340mm front and rear 
Wheeis 8.5 x 20in front, 11 x 20in rear 
Tyres 245/35 ZR20 front, 295/30 ZR20 rear 
Weight 1425kg 

Power-to-weight 302bhp/ton 
0-62mph 4.4sec (claimed) 

Top speed 190mph (claimed) 

Basic price £91,098 
On saie Now 
evo rating 





by JETHRO BOVINGDON 
PHOTOGRAPHY by DEAN SMITH 


Do the Mercedes SLSAMG 
Black Series and Porsche 
997 GT2 RS really deserve 
their fearsome reputations 
for venomous behaviour? We 
SM/alloM/ some brave pills and, 
in less than ideal conditions, 
provoke their inner beasts 



SLS AMG BLACK SERIES V 911 GT2 RS 



■ SUPPOSE THERE ARE SOME 

people in the world who don’t want a 
car they can legitimately nickname ‘The 
Widow-maker’. The poor, misguided 
fools. They’ll never know nor understand 
the thrill of approaching a car sprouting wings 
and riddled with cuts to aid cooling, riding low 
on tyres with barely-there tread patterns, and 
with their ribcage rattling to the thump-thump- 
thump of a heart on high alert. In a world where 
many cars vibrate seats and chirp warnings 
when we’re crossing a white line, bleep if there’s 
a car in our blind spot, park themselves and 
seem determined to remove any need for the 
driver to actually concentrate, the scary car is 
an endangered species. 

Maybe that’s a good thing. Well, maybe. 
But replace the word ‘scary’ with ‘focused’ or 
‘uncompromising’ or just plain ‘thrilling’ and 
you begin to understand why we mourn the 
passing of cars like the Porsche 997 GT2 RS 
and the Mercedes SLS AMG Black Series. These 
are cars that put the driver absolutely at the 
centre of everything, that discard peripheral 
stuff that doesn’t increase agility, feedback 
and excitement, that celebrate their purity of 
purpose rather than attempt to be all things to 
all people. These two cars represent Porsche 
Motorsport and AMG at their most potent, too. 


When they cut loose and just go for it. I like to 
think in the early stages of their development, 
when the theoretical numbers were arrived 
upon, the performance figures calculated and 
the sheer insanity of these potential creations 
was laid bare in black and white, that somebody 
looked around a room of smirking engineers 
and said, ‘F “ck it. Let’s build it.’ 

Even at 6.30am on a dark, near-freezing 
morning I’d like to shake those people by the 
hand. Tucked up in the car park of the Graham 
Arms Hotel in Longtown on the Scottish border, 
the hunkered-down GT2 RS and vast, sinister 
Black Series look sensational and my ribcage is 
thumping that heavy beat. Last night the locals 
only had eyes for the Mercedes, but this morning 
I’ve got the slim, simple key to the Porsche in my 
hand and I wouldn’t want it any other way. My 
left foot is lightly bruised and my left shoulder 
aching from the effort of the clutch and tight, 
heavy ’box on the way up here last night, but 
I’m smitten and want to try the RS away from 
the frustration of the M6. The roads, of course, 
are damp as we edge slowly north on the A7 
towards our chosen route near Newcastleton. 

The Black Series’ dazzling lights bob and 
weave behind, but when you’re in a GT2 RS 
on cold tyres and slick tarmac anything not 
directly concerned with controlling the car just 


disappears. The big Merc’s glare is dazzling 
oncoming traffic but to me it’s invisible. The 
Porsche is a physical car to drive, locking you 
tight in its seats, which feel like they’re mounted 
directly onto the floor. The Alcantara steering 
wheel is gnarled in places, smooth in others, 
and as the front wheels judder into understeer 
into slow corners as they find some heat, you 
immediately understand why. It pays to hold 
on pretty tight. The rack is weighty too, and the 
clutch even more so: in fact, it’s obviously seen 
better days as it requires Countach-esque muscle 
to operate and the ’box feels even stiffer than it 
should. Even if you’re used to pretty ‘hardcore’ 
cars - M3s, normal 911s, Clio Cups, that sort of 
thing - the GT2 RS feels shockingly raw in these 
first few miles. And deeply, intensely exciting. 

Raw maybe, but there’s subtlety, too. The ride 
is actually way better than that of something 
like a Subaru STI, Megane Trophy or even a 
Cayman GTS on optional sports suspension. At 
very low speeds it jiggles and thumps from time 
to time, but from as little as 30mph it smoothes 
out beautifully and the suppleness gives the GT2 
RS real poise when you’re loping along on the 
torque. Oh, there’s a lot of torque. This relatively 
small car (tiny compared with the chasing SLS) 
is almost comically over- endowed. Its coarse, 
gravelly 3.6-litre twin-turbocharged engine 
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‘THESE ARE CARS 
THAT PUT THE DRIVER 
ABSOLUTELY AT THE 
CENTRE OF EVERYTHING 



SLS AMG BLACK SERIES V 911 GT2 RS 



produces 611bhp at 6500rpm and 5161b ft 
from 2250rpm. We weighed the cars for this 
test and the 911 came in at 1391kg (against a 
claim of 1370kg). That’s 446bhp per ton. 

The Black Series goes about its business in 
a very different way but is similarly blessed 
with an embarrassment of firepower. Its big 
atmospheric 6.2-litre V8 delivers in a tight, 
concentrated burst of energy that keeps it in 
touch with the Porsche: 622bhp at 7400rpm 
and 4681b ft at 5500rpm, although it weighs 
1644kg, 94kg more than claimed. Still, an as- 
tested 384bhp per ton isn’t too shabby. 

At this stage neither car is even scratching 
the surface of its potential. If there was an 
Audi TT tailing us I bet its owner would 
wonder why the two cars ahead weren’t, well. 


AMG V PORSCHE - THE SPEC WAR 

The AMG and Porsche war is not limited to the sports coupes. When you compare specs across the ranges, as we have here, 
you can see that these manufacturers go bumper-to-bumper in classes as diverse as compact SUVs, two-seat sports cars 


MODEL 

CLS63 Porsche 

AMGS PanameraGTS 

SLK55 ^ Porsche 

AMG " BoxsterGTS 

PRICE 

£86,500 4 £93,391 

£55,345 ► £52,879 

POWER 

577bhp@5500rpm ^ 434bhp@ 6700rpm 

415bhp@6800rpm 4 325bhp@6700rpm 

TORQUE 

5901b ft @1750rpm A 3831b ft (g) 3500 rpm 

3981b ft @4500rpm 4 2731b ft @4500rpm 

WEIGHT 

1795kg 4 1925kg 

1615kg ► 1345kg 

0-62MPH 

4.1sec 4 4.4sec 

4.6sec 4 5.0sec 

TOP SPEED 

155mph ^ 178mph 

155mph ► 174mph 

ENGINE 

V8,5461cc, twin-turbo V8,4806cc 

V8,5461cc Flat-six, 3436CC 

RESULT 

AMG wins 

Draw 


VERDICT So, AMG punches hard on power and torque, but Porsche counters with higher (unlimited) top speeds 
and often lighter weight too, which means it’s a draw. And no, we didn’t conspire to create this result! 


074 Iwww.evo.co.ukI 




‘THEY DON’T GIVE UP 
THEIR PERFORMANCE 
FREELY, SO YOU 
BUILD UP TO REALLY 
EXERCISING 
THEM’ 



getting a move on. I love that, though. These 
cars don’t give up their performance freely, so 
you build up to really exercising them, listen 
intently to what they’re telling you at lower 
speeds, delve fleetingly into their full potential 
through just one gear when a long straight 
appears, then throttle back and breathe again. 

Andy Wallace, who you may know for his 
outright Le Mans victory in 1988 or his three 
wins at the Daytona 24 Hours, has been 
shadowing the Porsche in the Black Series. 
When we reach our base for the day he jumps 
out and downloads initial thoughts. This 
can take some time because Wallace is a set- 
up master, but it’s always solid-gold stuff. 
‘Extraordinary engine but it took me a while 
to get into it. Feels huge but surprisingly light 
and changes direction superbly. Tyres need 
some temperature to start working and the 
suspension needs more travel, particularly at 
the rear. I’m not sure it’s scary but it’s certainly 
woken me up!’ Later, part of Wallace’s feedback 
will turn out to be spookily prescient. 

I swap keys with the Le Mans winner and 
slide behind the never-ending bonnet of 
the SLS. Initially the Merc feels huge and, 
surprisingly, a lot more intimidating than 
the GT2 RS. The size and the fact these 
roads suddenly feel more like Lord March’s 
driveway, only with oncoming traffic and 
potholes, immediately puts you on edge. Next 
up is the combination of the incredibly stiff 
ride, sharp throttle, super-pointy front end 
and a rear axle that just can’t deliver the total 
traction so central to the RS’s character. When 
the 325/30 ZR20 Michelin Cup 2 rear tyres are 
warm they put up a really impressive fight, but 
in the cold and damp they struggle with the 
V8’s intensity. So coming from the compact, 
tactile GT2 RS with the protection of a slightly 
softer throttle response and a little gentle 
understeer as long as you’re well away from 
full boost, the SLS Black’s immediacy and 


and large saloons. However, it’s Porsche on the offensive here, nnoving into territory normally occupied by AMG. We’ve taken a simplistic approach to scoring the data. The lowest price, 
weight and 0-62 times score a point each, as do the highest power, torque and top speed figures. We’ve omitted the engine from the scoring, as bigger (or smaller) is not always better. 



SL63 

AMG 

0 

Porsche 911 

Turbo Cabriolet 

GLA45 

AMG 

O 

Porsche 

Macan S 

ML63 

AMG 

O 

Porsche 

Cayenne Turbo 

PRICE 

£112,510 

< 

£129,223 

£44,595 

► 

£43,648 

£86,995 

4 

£92,628 

POWER 

577bhp@5500rpm 

A 

513bhp@6000rpm 

355bhp(g)6000rpm 

4 

335bhp@5500rpm 

518bhp (g) 5250rpm 

4 

513bhp@6000rpm 

TORQUE 

6641b ft @2250rpm 

4 

4871b ft @1950rpm 

3321b ft @2250rpm 

► 

3391b ft @1450rpm 

5161b ft @1750rpm 

► 

5531b ft @2250rpm 

WEIGHT 

1770kg 

► 

1665kg 

1510kg 

4 

1865kg 

2270kg 

> 

2185kg 

0-62MPH 

4.2sec 

► 

3.5sec 

4.8sec 

4 

5.4sec 

4.8sec 

► 

4.5sec 

TOP SPEED 
ENGINE 

155mph 
V8,5461cc, twin-turbo 

> 

195mph 

Flat-six, 380 Occ, twin-turbo 

155mph 

In-line 4-cyl,1991cc, turbo 

► 

157mph 

V6, 2997CC, twin-turbo 

155mph 
V8,5461cc, twin-turbo 

► 

173mph 

V8, 4806, twin-turbo 



Draw 



Draw 


Porsche wins 


In terms of the individual pairings, there’s little doubt the Boxster GTS is a superior drivers’ car to the SLK55, but with the new 911 Turbo not being as immersive as we hoped, the SL63 is a 
much closer rival than you’d think; the ML63 has the edge over the Cayenne, and we’ll test the GLA45 against the Macan S next month. This is a battle that shows no sign of abating. 
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ability to exceed grip at the rear so instantly 
makes for an awkward honeymoon. 

That’s not to say it doesn’t feel unbelievably 
special. The 6.2-litre V8 is magical - like a 
different engine from lesser versions fitted to 
cars such as the C63. And I can’t ever remember 
complaining too much about the more prosaic 
applications. But this thing is something else. 
It has an amazing sharpness at any revs and a 
focused blast-wave of performance that builds 
and builds and then goes berserk. The top end 
is insane, almost shockingly so. And while you 
might think that 622bhp isn’t much to shout 
about in the context of, say, a Ferrari F12, 1 can 
assure you that the Black Series feels ballistic. 

It takes time but eventually the Black Series 
starts to feel like it’s digging into the road rather 
than skimming along it. The steering doesn’t 
breathe with the levels of feedback that stream 
through the Porsche’s, but there is confidence- 
building detail there. Trust what it’s telling 
you and you discover a front end of extreme 
agility and huge resilience. It just turns. This is 
the key dynamic trait to appreciate because in 
an instant the Black Series stops being a point- 
and-shoot machine and allows you to carry real 


‘YOU CAN PROVOKE 
AND ENJOY THE 
SLS WHERE YOU’D 
DELIBERATELY DRIVE 
WELL WITHIN THE 
9irS LIMITS’ 

Speed. That means on a corner exit the rear 
axle isn’t being shocked by a sudden torque 
loading and starts to find real bite... The SLS 
clicks, front and rear working as one, engine 
climbing its vast power curve, the twin-clutch 
’box expertly hitting home perfect upshifts and 
- finally - decisive downshifts. 

It’s taken a while but the Black Series has 
shown the composure, agility and immense 
capability that allowed it to run the 991 GTS 
and Ferrari F12 so close at eCoty 2013. I’m 
barely tickling the car’s full potential but 
confidence is up and I reckon by the day’s end 


I’ll have one of those drives that’ll live long and 
vivid in the memory. 

In the GT2 RS Wallace has already had the 
epiphany. ‘That,’ he says, pointing to the mud- 
sprayed 911 that’s slowly going into soft focus 
as a heat haze sweats from wheels, tyres and 
engine, ‘must be the best road car ever. The 
steering, damping and traction are incredible. 
And the engine... I mean, that is performance. 
What’s better? Come on, tell me. . .’ Think I need 
another few miles before I answer that one. 

Over the next 30 miles the GT2 RS is every bit 
the superstar that Wallace describes, defined 
by a sense of control and intimacy. You sort 
of expect the 997 to feel old when you jump 
back into one, but instead it feels more right. 
Steering feel is sensational, the scale of the 
car allows even these narrow roads to offer a 
nice margin of error as you straight-line curves 
that the SLS has to steer around, the manual 
’box - even with a creaking clutch - allows 
incredibly fast shifts, and traction is staggering. 
Add in the suppleness described earlier and 
it’s a devastating package. So fast, too. The big 
swell of boost and then the crazed lunge to the 
abrupt limiter seems to intensify with every 
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THE BARGAINS 

$ub-£15kAMGsand Porscheson 

Iclassicandperformancecar.comi 



2002MercedesSL55AMG 

£14,995 

Live out your FI Safety Car fantasies 
with a bargain SL55. Over a decade 
oid, but the SL wears its age very weii. 



2002 Mercedes CL600AMG 

£7495 

if there’s one thing more impressive 
than a V8 AMG engine, it’s a 12-cyiinder 
AMG engine... 



2005 Mercedes SLK55 AMG 

£13,990 

its 5.4-iitre V8 is the star of the show, 
but this compact convertibie is aiso an 
appeaiing package overaii. 



2000 Porsche BoxterS 

£9995 

Perhaps the easiest (and cheapest) 
way into a modern Porsche, an eariy 
Boxster is stiii great fun. 



1983 Porsche 928S 

£9994 

Space-age ’70s aerodynamic design 
pius a fantastic drivetrain make this 
one of the finest GTs ever produced. 



1998 Porsche 911 Carrera 2 

£13,450 

Finding any 911 for iess than £15k can 
be tough, but there are stiii some nice 
996-generation cars to be had. 
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gear. It’s remarkable then that even in cold, 
slightly unpredictable conditions and with 
such ferocious performance, the GT2 RS feels 
incredibly secure, neutral and intuitive. 

It also demands a lot of respect; you must be 
mindful of the way the engine comes on boost 
and not allow that to happen mid-corner. But 
if you drive with consideration of that massive 
mid-range spike, the GT2 RS feels anything but 
scary. In fact, with heat in the tyres the front end 
is superb, refusing to be pushed into understeer 
even when the rear tyres are transmitting the 
full 5161b ft to the tarmac. That neutral stance 
allows you to really exploit the power and the 
grip of the Pilot Sport Gup Plus tyres. Over a 
sequence of nasty bumps under full throttle 
you feel the wheels momentarily spin up, 
but the traction control just snips away at the 
power and keeps everything pointing straight. 
Against expectations and reputation the GT2 
RS is not a car you drive in a state of panic, but 
rather one that you can enjoy and exploit. That 
imaginary Audi TT I mentioned earlier? Gone 
in a single gearshift, never to be seen again. 

The Merc is harder to shake but bit-by-bit the 
Porsche drives away from the SLS. Jumping 
back into its gorgeous carbonfibre seat it doesn’t 
take long to discover why. The good stuff is 
very, very good. The drivetrain still sparkles 
even after the full-boost assault of the RS, the 
body control is stunning with no roll or dive at 
all and the front end is completely trustworthy. 
The front tyres feel a long way away, but you 
also sense from the supreme turn-in agility that 
the engine is tucked way back behind the axle. 
Strong traction backs that up and on smooth 
roads you can provoke and enjoy the Black 
where you’d deliberately drive well within the 
Porsche’s limits. You can’t beat front- engine/ 
rear- drive cars for a bit of over- the- edge fun. 

What limits the SLS is its sheer girth, a slight 
inconsistency in the brake pedal and incredibly 


aggressive damping with very little suspension 
travel. This never revealed itself on the Route 
Napoleon way back at last year’s eCoty, but here 
in the Borders the Black’s track focus is palpable 
and, on occasion, little short of terrifying. In a 
straight line in fourth or even fifth gear, a little 
bump that the GT2 RS would barely register is a 
big deal in the Black. It’ll shimmy or maybe just 
fizz into a moment of wheelspin. Yikes. Hit a 
similar bump mid- corner and the whole car can 
leap half a car’s width from your chosen line. It 
only takes one incident like that to deconstruct 
the confidence you’ve built in the car and 
suddenly it once again feels big, edgy and likely 
to bite when you least expect it. 

In the end that’s what separates these two. 
The GT2 RS will bite if you’re a complete idiot: 
it has monumental torque that’s delivered 
in a great wave. Should you turn into a slow 
corner and feel the front start to push wide, 
then ignore the warning sign and stay on the 
throttle, trouble will follow. When the engine 


hits boost a few tenths later, you’ll be subsumed 
by the mother of all snap-oversteer moments 
and there’s a good chance it’ll end when you hit 
something immovable. But driven with a little 
judgement, the car offers incredible fluency 
and control and it actually feels quite simple 
to extract a good deal of its performance. The 
Merc with its front- engined layout and normally 
aspirated engine should be more intuitive still. 
And it is on a smooth road or a racetrack, its 
limits more rounded than the Porsche’s. 

Out here in the wilds it’s a very different story. 
It’s just too stiff to cope with these roads and has 
the potential to bite even when you’re not really 
trying to extract its ultimate performance. It 
happens to me on a straight but bumpy piece 
of our road loop. Photos finished, I jump in the 
Merc and Wallace follows in the GT2 RS for one 
last drive. A few seconds later the Black hits one 
of those short, sharp dips that are everywhere 
around here. The front axle drives over it 
straight and true but the rear axle’s limited 
travel sends the rear wheels leaping off the 
surface, landing and then bouncing up again. 
The process repeats three or four times and I’m 
frantically trying to predict what will happen 
next as it bounces from lock to lock. 

Eventually all four wheels are pointing 
straight and are mercifully in contact with 
the road again. For the next few miles I pootle 
along at SOmph, then pull to a stop and climb 
shakily out of the car. The GT2 RS follows in 
behind. ‘Bloody hell, mate,’ beams Wallace. 
‘That was a big one! I was looking to see what 
you were going to crash into. How did you hold 
on to that?’ I should just shrug nonchalantly 
but instead babble something about not having 
a clue. ‘Funny, the Porsche just drove over the 
bump with barely a twitch,’ laughs Wallace. 

It feels like a good time to go home. I take the 
GT2 RS. It’s a pussy cat. □ 


£25K EVO TEAM CHOICES 

Which used AMG and Porsche would we buy given £25,000 to spend per car? 



NICKTROTT 

C63 AMG saloon, as 
you can’t quite get the 
coupe for £25,000. 
Loved my long- 
termer -that engine! 
Plus, a Caymans 
for around £16k and 
spend the rest on a 
supercharger.... 



JETHRO BOVINGDON 

I’d suggest an early 
996 Carrera but I hear 
they’re now way out of 
reach for that money... 
So a nice 997 Carrera 
with the Sport chassis. 
AndaCL63. Complete 
spaceship and 
gloriously tasteless. 



DAN PROSSER 

If I’m buying a used 
AMG I’d want that 
glorious 6.2 V8, so 
aC63 it is. I’d be 
tempted by a clean 
early 997 Carrera, but 
I couldn’t resist the 
addictive acceleration 
ofa 996 Turbo. 



HENRY CATCHPOLE 

Tempted byanSL55 
forthenoise,butl 
know I’d buy a C63 
wagonif I wasgiven 
the money. For the 
Porsche I like the idea 
ofa996C4S. Possibly 
in Speed Yellow if I 
could find one. 



RICHARD MEADEN 

I rather like the idea 
of an SLK55, perhaps 
with a few tuning 
tweaks. For the 
Porsche, I’d try to find 
the best PHD 968 Club 
Sport I could with the 
original-equipment 
M030 pack if possible. 
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Engine V8, 6208cc 
C02 321g/km 
Power 622bhp @ 7400rpm 
Torque 4681b ft @ 5500rpm 
Transmission Seven-speed dual clutch, 
rear-wheel drive, llmited-sllp differential 
Front suspension Double wishbones, coll 
springs, adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar 
Rear suspension Double wishbones, coll 
springs, adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar 
Brakes Carbon-ceramic discs, 
402mm front, 360mm rear 
Wheeis 10 x 19ln front, 12 x 20ln rear 
Tyres 275/35 ZR19 front, 325/30 ZR20 rear 
Weight 1550kg (1644kg as tested) 
Power-to-weight 408bhp/ton 
0-62mph3.6sec (claimed) 
Top speed 196mph (claimed) 
Price when new £229,985 (2014) 
On saie 2013-14 
evo rating ★★★★★ 


Engine Flat-six, 3600cc, twin-turbo 

CO2270g/km 

Power 611bhp @ 6500rpm 

Torque 5161b ft @2250-5500rpm 

Transmission Six-speed manual gearbox, 

rear-wheel drive, llmited-sllp diff 

Front suspension MacPherson struts, coll 

springs, PASM dampers, anti-roll bar 

Rear suspension Five-link, coll springs, 

PASM dampers, anti-roll bar 

Brakes Carbon-ceramic discs, 

380mm front, 350mm rear 
Wheeis 9 x 19ln front, 12 x 19ln rear 
Tyres 245/35 ZR20 front, 325/30 ZR19 rear 
Weight 1370kg (1391kg as tested) 
Power-to-weight 453bhp/ton 
0-62mph3.5sec (claimed) 

Top speed 205mph (claimed) 

Price when new £164,107 (mld-2011) 

On saie 2010-13 
evo rating ★★★★★ 
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ON TRACK 


THE CIRCUIT 


Lancaster 



Bunga-Bunga 


Venue Blyton Park, Bedfordshire, UK 
GPS 53.449630, -0.685534 
Length 1.5 miles 
Direction Clockwise 


THE BLACK SERIES and GT2 RS eat up Blyton 
Park with a combination of raw power and 
control that’s scarcely believable. Both 
hit 152mph along the straight and show 
remarkable agility and balance. 

The big Merc feels super-stiff In the Track 
suspension setting but the resulting body 
control Is excellent. Where the standard SLS 
feels pointy but disjointed - the rear falling 
to keep up with the front-end response - the 
Black Series Is fluid and reacts as one. In fact. 
It’s an easy car to eke a lap time from as It 
has very little understeer and when the rear 
end does slide. It’s progressive. 

The RS makes you work harder thanks to 
that manual gearbox and the turbocharged 
power delivery. Its balance Is superb with 



very little understeer and controllable 
oversteer, as long as you don’t let It switch 
from no boost to big boost mid-corner. The 
engine Is ferocious and the brakes are stand- 
out brilliant. 

The lap times are both mightily 
Impressive, the Mercedes recording a 1.02.5 
and the RS a rabid 1.01.8. 



LAP TIMES 

MERCEDES SLSAMG BLACK 1:02.5 

PORSCHE 911 GT2 R$ 1:01.8 

Watch the video at loutube.com/evot\i 
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Performance and dynamics determined the winner 
between the newAMG GT and Porsche 911 GTS for 
our road-test team, but in the marketplace other 
factors could prevail 


THE RECENT LA MOTOR 

show saw Porsche’s new 911 
GTS displayed just a short 
walk from AMG’s new GT. The 
comparisons were delicious, 
especially as both driving launches were taking 
place in California at the same time. If the first 
1997 Golf-rivalling Mercedes-Benz A-class was 
then-VW boss Ferdinand Piech’s ‘get your tanks 
off my lawn’ moment, then this must be his 
second, as AMG’s GT is launched straight at the 
heart of Piech’s family business, Porsche. 

From a distant planet it might seem as if 
AMG is stalking Porsche’s model plans. The 
AMG version of the Mercedes 
GLA crossover was launched as 
a concept at the LA show in 2013 
at the same time as Porsche 
launched the production version 
of its mid-sized sporting SUV, 
the Macan. Similarly, the 
barnstorming AMG E63 and 
CLS63 compete head-on with Porsche’s own 
saloon, the Panamera. 

While the two companies come from quite 
different starting points and times, this 911/ 
AMG battle puts one in mind of Sherlock 
Holmes and Moriarty grappling with each 
other above the Reichenbach Falls. Porsche, 
born out of Ferry Porsche’s engineering design 
talent in 1931, with his son Ferry designing the 
356 and later the 911, is the stuff of epic history. 
Porsche might not be a grandee car maker like 
Mercedes, but it’s done more than enough in the 
showrooms and on racetracks to earn its place 
in the pantheon of greats. It now has a generous 
owner in VW and its continued existence is 


anchored by its engineering prowess and the 
iconic sports cars the 911 and Boxster/Cayman. 

‘The two- door sports cars as we call them,’ 
says Wolfgang Hatz, Porsche’s R&D chief. He 
acknowledges that Porsche has been targeted 
by both AMG and BMW’s M division, ‘but they 
cannot live without their mother companies. 
They just do derivatives with modified 
powertrains.’ 

And what about the AMG GT? Isn’t that a 
gauntlet thrown down? ‘AMG is changing now,’ 
says Hatz. ‘The GT might be a shortened SLS 
with a new V8 [it’s actually quite a bit more 
than that], but how sustainable is it? Gan you 


live with just one product? Remember they 
have a very short life cycle.’ 

Porsche’s global sales last year were up 14.9 
per cent year- on-year and this year’s sales are 
up 13.8 per cent to the end of October, but Hatz 
agrees the sports car market is down. ‘The two- 
door sports car market has not recovered [from 
its collapse in 2008],’ he says, ‘and for us it’s 
been a major issue, because we love our sports 
cars but also because it’s a business issue.’ 

Yet AMG, which emerged basically from 
Mercedes’ withdrawal from racing in 1965 
leaving two dedicated race-department 
engineers, Hans-Werner Aufrecht and Erhard 
Melcher, to set up shop developing Mercedes 


racing engines, has been hugely successful. 
Prior to 1999 AMG was a go-to Mercedes 
racing and tuning business, independent but 
with excellent relations with the factory; post 
2005 it was a wholly owned division. In 2013 
it sold 32,000 cars globally with some AMG 
content (3500 in the UK); in 2014, worldwide 
sales were closer to 40,000. In the ritzier parts 
of Newport Beach, virtually every Merc carries 
AMG’s badge and every BMW an M logo. The 
brilliance of both sub-brands is there are 
various entry points, from branded floor mats 
to full fire-breathing cars. There’s only one way 
into the world of Porsche, and that’s to buy a 
whole car. 

Mercedes ownership has 
given AMG the financial clout 
to realise a long-held ambition. 
‘To be a serious sports car 
manufacturer,’ says Tobias 
Moers, AMG chairman, ‘you 
need to make your own car. 
The GT is a strategic decision to go into the 
traditional sports car market, to make a 
statement in a competitive segment: if we gain 
customers [from rivals] that would be nice. . .’ 

Yet without the Cayenne and Macan, Porsche 
would struggle, and while the threat of the 
AMG GT is very real, in the end if you want a 
911, the GT isn’t really a substitute and vice 
versa. With cruel irony, the main battles will 
be waged in the SUV and saloon sectors, where 
AMG and BMW M both nibble away at Porsche 
sales in markets which aren’t committed to 
steely-eyed performance engineering - here a 
set of AMG or M kick-plates are just as real and 
desirable as a whole Porsche. □ 



‘THIS 911/AMG BATTLE PUTS ONE IN 
MIND OF SHERLOCK HOLMES AND 
MORIARTY GRAPPLING WITH EACH 
OTHER ABOVE THE REICHENBACH FALLS’ 
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Protect yourself from the Asteriod Belt 

Generation 2 Self Healing Protection has Arrived. ’ ') 

Having brought the first Generation of Self Healing Film to the 
UK two years ago, our Technicians have 'addecj the latest . 
Second Generation self healing Protective technology to pur • 
Inventory. ; ^ 

In your intergalactic travels protecting yourself from those 
micro meteor impacts has never been more important. We all 
know respraying your ship in some far off location is a bit of a 
pain, much better to not have to. Best of all though wear and 
tear from scratches picked up in your travels is very 
disconcerting to the Locals; abductions go much easier when 
you have.a scratch free shiny ship when visiting Earth, 



self-healing technologies 
protect from - 

■ stone chips 

■ swirl marks 

■ bird lime 

■ brake fluid & oil resistant 

concours winning finish 
best in class for durability 








Paintshield Ltd ■ Unit 4 -.JVIorley Court ■ Morley Way ■ Peterborough ■ Cambridgeshire ■ PE2 7BW 
^ vt: Q1733. 390777 ■ f: D1733 390778 ■ web: www.paintshield.co.uk ■ e: info@paintshield.co.uk 


For the best paint protection in the Galaxy drop in to planet 
earth and contact our specialists on 01733 390777, or fire up 
the Intergalactic net and warp to www.paintshield.co.uk and 
they will.get you protected and on your way in next to no time 
(theory of relativity applies). 


01733 390777 
01733 390778 


info@ paintshield.co.uk 
jrww.paintshield.co.uk 










by DAVID VIVIAN 

PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT 



Could the new 227bhp, front-drive Audi 
TT 2.0 be the coupe to choose if you’ve 







NEWTT V RCZ R V 370Z V BRZ 




O SOME DEGREE, THE LINE-UP FOR 

this group test is predicated on a hunch. Henry 
Catchpole’s to be precise. Driving the new Audi 
TT 2.0 TFSI quattro in the last issue, he speculated 
that ‘the cheaper, manual, front-wheel-drive 
TT might actually be the one to have if you can’t 
stretch all the way to a TTS’. 

We decided that we couldn’t this time. Readers 
with long memories might recall that the last time 
a TT went toe-to-toe with Peugeot’s RCZ R in these 
pages (evo 193) it was the previous -generation, 
‘Mk2’ TTS, and it didn’t end particularly well for 
Vorsprung durch Technik, stymied in part by the 
burden of its plus-£4k price tag. In Mk3 form, the 
TTS costs a borderline blink twice £38,790, which 
prises out the gap to a still-harder-to-justify £7k. 
In truth, the 306bhp Audi is after Porsche Cayman 


customers and would no longer consider the over- 
achieving Peugeot a valid threat. 

Which isn’t to say the TT versus RCZ R feud is 
over. Far from it. With its lighter, faster, smarter 
and more efficient third-gen TT operating from 
within a subtly re-aligned range, the German 
company has levelled the playing field, equipping 
second-tier models with the spec and sporting 
chops to compete against the ostensibly fiercer and 
more focused, performance-prepped iiber-Pug. 
As such, the front-drive, manual-only 2.0 TFSI 
S-line’s £32,410 checks in just north of its Gallic 
rival, wiping out the RCZ R’s previous headline 
price advantage. And although the Peugeot’s 
266bhp soars comfortably above the TT’s 227, 
the claimed performance stats say there’s little to 
choose between them (both around six seconds to 
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THE CLAIMED 
PERFORMANCE 
STATS SAY 
THERE’S LITTLE 
BETWEEN THE 
RCZ RAND TV 


60, both limited to 155mph). 

So, a fascinating needle re-match in prospect 
there. But there’s no way we’d leave it at that. The 
performance coupe market still nurtures its roots 
and, to properly test the front-drive practitioners’ 
dynamic mettle, we’ve drafted in two exemplars 
of the rear- drive art in the shape of the small, 
underpowered but, in some crucial respects, 
exquisitely talented Subaru BRZ and one of the 
great big-banger, zero BS, honest-as-the-day-is- 
long circa-£30k performance packages, the Nissan 
370Z (recently treated to a few mild cosmetic 
alterations but not yet available thus tweaked, 
so reader Matthew Pennock’s immaculate white 
Nismo-spoilered example stands in). 

My morning starts while it’s still dark and with 
a yawn so wide I can hear my jaw crack. But it 


starts in the TT and, automotively speaking, that’s 
not a bad way to ease yourself into the day. From 
the first touch of the cold door handle the Audi 
feels as if it’s been hewn from some exotically 
inert material by an industrious army of hovering 
robotic lasers. Much has been made of Audi’s 
attention to perceived quality over the years, but 
the way it moves the game on with each successive 
generation is extraordinary. The spare, pared back 
functionality and integrated tech of the interior 
are things of wonder, too, especially the object 
lesson in how to do an analogue-aping fully digital 
hi-res TFT instrument display with smoothly 
morphing user configurations. Perhaps even more 
than the overt sci-fi stylings of the BMW i8, it feels 
like the future. 

Predictably, the Audi is easy-going company on 
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rHEBRZ’S 
RED LINE ISN’T 
A FRIENDLY 
WARNING NOT 
TO OVER-REV 
THE ENGINE BUT 
A TARGET 


the slog round the M25 and up the Ml before the 
final stretch of B-road relief to evo Towers. With 
the Driver Select menu set to Comfort, the ride 
really is pretty good and part-throttle refinement 
appropriately soothing for this time of the 
morning. In fact, nothing jars. It’s as if everything 
has been thought through, resolved and polished 
to a squeaky nth degree, which it almost certainly 
has. This doesn’t make the new TT any more a 
great drivers’ car than its predecessor, of course, 
but as a means to travel (on boring traffic- clogged 
roads) to the showdown that will throw more light 
on the matter, it’s the car I’d have wanted to be in. 

Actually, it’s slightly more than that, evo’s tried 
and trusted local byway, the B660, is neither 
boring nor traffic- clogged and, by the time our 
convoy of coupes arrives to cover the first few 
miles. I’m intrigued not just by the TT’s evolved 
Audi-ness’ but also what so far seems, somewhat 
less characteristically, like a slightly freer, looser- 
limbed chassis set-up with a keener sense of agility 
and adjustability. Perhaps the car’s low-stress 
environment and distractingly cool interior design 
have simply put me in a good mood. We’ll see. 

But first, craving some contrast and a respectable 
B660 benchmark, I jump in the Subaru and set 
off with the most urgent chirp of modestly sized 


rear-wheel rubber its torque-lite, 197bhp boxer 
motor can muster. The slowest and cheapest car 
here by some margin, the BRZ’s specialised skills 
on twisty roads nonetheless qualify its inclusion. 
The immediate contrast with the TT, however, is 
almost stupefyingly stark. 

Where the Audi gives you its vision of a pristine, 
silk-touch future, the Subaru - like its twin, the 
Toyota GT86 - assumes a longing for the past, 
fashioning an interior steeped in retro design 
culled from the era of flares, mullets and puffa 
rally jackets. The inclusion of cheap, scratchy 
plastic for the facia is frighteningly authentic, as is 
a radio so crummy it looks as if it’s been stuck on 
the dash with glue. Let’s be clear about this: it isn’t 
cute and it isn’t cool. 

In other respects, though, the BRZ feels 
absolutely right. You sit very low, the seats are 
well padded and supportively shaped, while the 
positioning of all the major controls is very driver- 
centric (as opposed to the perfunctorily placed 
minor switchgear). A big, boldly marked rev 
counter sits at the axis of the instrument display, 
Porsche style, and is clearly visible through the 
small, thick-rimmed steering wheel, which, 
refreshingly, is solely for changing direction and 
bereft of buttons. In short, get past the build and 
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Left: BRZ (front) and 370Z are 
the only rear-drivers in this 
test, and are separated by 
sonne 126bhp and 1171b ft in the 
Nissan’s favour. Above: new 
TT’s steering is better than that 
of nnany recent Audis. Right: 
BRZ’s interior won’t win any 
quality awards. Below: RCZ can 
be provoked into oversteer with 
a well-timed lift off the gas 




style issues, and the Subaru’s interior feels more 
snug and intimate than the TT’s. More sports car- 
like, too. 

The BRZ/GT86 is one of those cars you worry 
you have to re-evaluate every time you get 
behind the wheel. Mostly it’s a case of trying 
to attribute value to the things it does very 
well (steer and skid is a bit simplistic, but you 
get the idea) while weighing up the deficit in 
performance and, thanks to a rock-hard ride, 
occupant comfort. All of which makes it an 
infuriatingly difficult car to come to a definitive 
conclusion about but undeniably one you can 
have a heap of fun in trying. 

After the Audi, by no means woolly at the front, 
the Subaru feels so pointy and darty I have to take 
a deep breath and tell myself to relax. The car 
seems to require no more than the energy level 
of a blink at the steering wheel rim to send its 
nose hunting the nearest apex. But get used to it 
and there can be no doubting the responsiveness, 
purity and accuracy of the BRZ’s all- electric helm. 
It may not be brimming with feel but neither is it 
tainted by torque, an inevitable corollary for the 
muscular front drivers, and it is meatily weighted, 
especially in Sport mode. 

The 7500rpm red line painted on the large rev 
counter isn’t a friendly warning not to over-rev 
the engine but a target if the BRZ is to stand any 
chance of staying in touch with the turbocharged 
Audi and Peugeot. As for the 323bhp Nissan, 
simply forget it. It’s a bit of a grit-your-teeth 
exercise, too, as there’s no joy in winding out the 
rather fizzy, thrummy, industrial- sounding boxer 
motor. Commit to the process, though, and there’s 
a lot to like about the short-throw, mechanically 
precise gearchange and, indeed, what the chassis 
can do to preserve your hard won speed. First, 
it doesn’t sacrifice any to understeer turning in. 
Secondly, although very firm, the suspension is 
so well controlled by the damping and the chassis 
so well balanced that achieving and maintaining 
a neutral attitude requires no special expertise. 
And thirdly, you can more or less give it the 
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lot on the exit of a bend in the dry and harness 
all the drive the engine can deliver or, if you’re 
purposefully a little more brutal with throttle and 
steering, provoke a few degrees of drift, easily 
corrected with the super-direct steering. That 
said, it isn’t quite as satisfying as it should be. The 
Subaru’s narrow, eco-spec tyres do make the car 
exploitable and adjustable, but the trade off is so 
much sidewall deformation in hard cornering 
that, if you’re really having to lean on it to achieve 
the desired slide, the car can feel a little imprecise 
and woolly. 

No, the BRZ doesn’t do effortless pace or 
anything like it, but engage with it on its own 
terms and its real-world performance belies the 
modest power and torque outputs. If you’re not 
prepared to do that, the Japanese coupe doesn’t 
make an awful lot of sense. Thing is, as numerous 
tuning firms have shown, a far better car is 
just a turbo or supercharger away. And as evo 
discovered with its long-term GT86, swapping the 
rubber for something with more performance cred 
tidies things up no end. 

Still, the Subaru as it is puts down a significant 
marker for the rear-drive camp, scoring highly for 
its steering, agility and composure. If its appeal 
is very specific, it’s also writ very large. But, and 
I won’t labour the suspense for those who feel 
they might know what’s coming, its best game is 
made to seem trivial and inconsequential by the 
Nissan 370Z. 

Muscle-bound, chunky, unsophisticated, 
growing long in the tooth and, for the past few 
years, living in the shadow of the mighty GT-R, the 
370Z is an easy car to underestimate. But the fact 
is, even in pre-facelifted form, it still looks great 
with its squat stance and wildly flared haunches. 
The style - shown subtly revised at October’s 
Paris motor show with a new front bumper design 
incorporating a pair of vertical LED running 
lights and a remodelled air intake - continues to 
express the car’s tough, unfrilly personality to a 
tee. As does the big, bold sculptural architecture 
on the inside. And no other sub-£30k coupe packs 
a naturally aspirated 3.7-litre V6 with 323bhp. In a 
straight line at least, nothing here gets close. 

In the 370Z, the B660 is an altogether different 
proposition, reeled in at a cranked lick to the 
hollow, howling accompaniment of that barrel- 
chested V6, the soundtrack scored by the short, 
punchy action of the six-speed manual gearbox, 
which, if slightly less notchy than the Subaru’s, 
feels just as precise and secure when rushed. And 
it isn’t just the performance that scribes a bigger 
compass. The tenacity and stability of the chassis 
when pushed to the limit is in a different league. 
No, the Nissan’s front end isn’t quite as sharp, 
clean and agile as the Subaru’s, but it is capable 
of generating more grip and the meaty, feel-full 
steering is just as satisfying to use when scything 
through a series of esses. 

The Z doesn’t have the delicacy and finesse of 


rHEAUDIADDS 

TO THE NISSAN’S 

RAMPAGING, 

ALL-ACTION 

PACE WITHOUT 

BREAKING 

SWEAT 


the BRZ but it’s dealing with altogether larger 
forces that have less benign intentions. It gives 
you the tools to cope - honestly and transparently 
- but it doesn’t pull any punches. Big drifts are 
there for the taking, you just need to know what 
you’re doing and accept that something more than 
a gentle roll of the wrists is going to be required. 
As evo staff road tester Dan Prosser remarks, ‘it’s 
just a simple, honest car’. But as he also notes, 
you have to work its engine hard to access all it’s 
got. ‘The turbocharged TT, in particular, delivers 
its performance while asking much less of the 
driver,’ says Dan. 

He’s right, of course. The Audi takes to the 
same sequence of soaring straights, dives, kinks 
and curves and adds to the Nissan’s rampaging. 
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all-action pace without breaking sweat. In a way, 
it seems utterly remarkable. This TT, after all, 
has nearly lOObhp less than the 370Z and yet it 
feels very nearly as rapid down the straights, its 
turbocharged Tour’ pulling more strongly and 
smoothly from lower revs and through the mid- 
range than the Nissan’s V6, if sounding somewhat 
muted and anodyne by comparison, despite 
the engineered rorty veneer and the VW Group 
signature exhaust thrrap at full- throttle upshifts. 

Its cornering speed is prodigious largely 
irrespective of the road surface. Yes, there’s some 
torque-steer and wheelspin - enough to let you 
know the surface beneath the front wheels isn’t 
perfectly smooth and that you’re trying - but 
it’s generally well contained and does little to 
prejudice the steering’s crisp, precise and well- 
weighted responses. Prosser, a keen observer of 
Audi dynamics, is largely impressed, commenting 
that the new TT’s helm doesn’t suffer from the 
stickiness that’s afflicted certain recent Audis and 
confessing it’s the first lower-order TT he’s really 


enjoyed driving over an engaging piece of road. 

The more playful dynamic demeanour I thought 
I detected on my journey north to evo Towers re- 
emerges on the B660, the more so if you go to 
the trouble of teaming the softer chassis setting 
with the sharper throttle and steering maps in 
the Driver Select menu’s Individual setting. The 
usual Dynamic mode fallback is good for going 
fast, tying everything down for minimal body 
movement and maximum grip, but the effect is 
rather smothering. At least the TT is now capable 
of bending a little more to the driver’s will than 
imposing its own agenda but, by and large, the 
over- arching behaviour is still more benign and 
secure than it is fast and loose. 

But somehow that seems fitting for such a 
beautifully exact, precisely honed package. The 
silicon-slick action of the gearchange, the superbly 
damped drivetrain, the even weighting and 
linearity of the major controls. It all fits together 
so well and underscores the traits that remain so 
valuable to the brand. 


Top left: TT’s interior 
is sublime. Above: TT 
is more than capable 
of hassling the 370Z: 
it may be96bhpdown 
on the Nissan, but its 
peak torque is a touch 
higher and across a 
wide band, lower in 
the rev range. Left: 
RCZ’s fancy alloys 
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Left: more effort is 
required to extract 
the full performance 
from the RCZ R than 
from the Audi, but 
the Peugeot is also a 
more rewarding drive. 
Right: new TT may 
not win this test, but it 
has undeniable appeal 


rHERCZR 

SLINGSHOTS 
OUT OF BENDS 
THAT WOULD 
LEAVE THE TT 
STRAPPED FOR 
TRACTION’ 


Which, perhaps unfortunately for Audi, only 
serves to the make the Peugeot RCZ R all the 
more exciting. True, black isn’t the best colour to 
show off its exotic curves, and its well appointed 
but stylistic mish-mash of an interior will never 
be a substitute for anyone into the Audi’s almost 
incomparable work of art. But to drive the Peugeot 
is to feel a sense of connection, vigour and 
involvement beyond the reach of the other cars. 

It’s hardly a big surprise. The RCZ’s rather 
toothless poseur past was treated to an abrupt 
about turn when Peugeot Sport, the outfit 
responsible for Peugeot’s Le Mans racers and the 
awesome 208 T16 Pikes Peak record holder, got 
hold of it. No exercise in token bragging, this: 
266bhp from the turbocharged 1.6-litre engine it 
shares with a handful of Mini models plus a raft of 
racy chassis mods saw to that. 

Quite simply, the RCZ R hauls you into the 
action. It sounds hornier than the Audi - if not 
quite as hardcore as the Nissan - and, despite 
having a fairly even on-paper torque spread, 
ignites a full-on bolt for the red line from 4000 
revs. It’s also quite short geared. The upshot is you 
need to change gear more frequently than you do 
in the TT, but the shift is obligingly quick and crisp 
and just adds to the sense of involvement. 

There’s nothing deceptive about the RCZ R. 


It doesn’t share the Audi’s knack of delivering 
crack-on pace as if it’s no big deal. You have to 
concentrate that bit harder, to constantly play 
throttle response against the available front-end 
grip. The only shame is that the torque-twitchy 
but predominantly feel-less steering sells the front 
end short. In truth, the nose is pretty much nailed, 
especially when you get the Torsen limited-slip 
diff to hook up. But, as Dan remarks, exploiting 
the front end is something of a leap of faith. 

If you do, though, the result is decisive. Learn 
the technique of getting on the power early in 
a corner to exploit the LSD’s uncanny ability 
to resist understeer and the RCZ R slingshots 
out of bends that would leave the TT strapped 
for traction, while a little trail braking on the 
approach can get the tail moving in a way that 
opens up options more closely aligned with the 
rear drivers. In short, the RCZ R may be a wilder, 
less composed steer than the Audi TT, but it’s also 
a more enjoyable one that will give you a genuine 
adrenalin rush that eclipses even the brutish, bad- 
boy charm of the 370Z and the well-resolved but 
narrow-bandwidth skills of the Subaru. 

For out and out, owner-proposition desirability, 
nothing here gets close to the Audi. But if you want 
a coupe that really does drive as well as it looks, 
be sure it’s wearing an ‘R’ badge on the bootlid. □ 


090 [www.evo.co.ukl 




AUDI 

TT2.0TFSI S-LINE 

NISSAN 

370Z 

PEUGEOT 

RCZR 

SUBARU ' 

BRZ 

Engine 

In-line 4-cyl,1984cc, 
turbocharger 

V6,3696cc 

In-line 4-cyl, 1598cc, 
turbocharger 

Flat-four, 1998cc 

C02 

137g/km 

248g/km 

145g/km 

181g/km 

Power 

227bhp @ 4500-6200rpm 

323bhp@7000rpm 

266bhp @ bOOOrpm 

197bhp @7000rpm 

Torque 

2731b ft §1650-4300rpm 

2681b ft @5200rpm 

2431b ft @1900-5500rpm 

1511b ft @ 6400-6600rpm 

Transmission 

Six-speed manual, front- 
wheel drive, torque vectoring 

Six-speed manual, rear-wheel 
drive, limited-slip differential 

Six-speed manual, front- 
wheel-drive, limited-slip 
differential 

Six-speed manual, rear-wheel 
drive, limited-slip differential 

Front suspension 

MacPherson struts, lower 
wishbones, coil springs, 
dampers, anti-roll bar 

Double wishbones, coil 
springs, dampers, anti-roll bar 

MacPherson struts, coil 
springs, dampers, anti-roll bar 

MacPherson struts, coil 
springs, dampers, anti-roll bar 

Rear suspension 

Multi-link, coil springs, 
dampers, anti-roll bar 

Multi-link, coil springs, 
dampers, anti-roll bar 

Torsion beam, coil springs, 
dampers, anti-roll bar 

Double wishbones, coil 
springs, dampers, anti-roll bar 

Brakes 

312mm ventilated front discs, 
300mm solid rear discs 

Ventilated discs, 355mm 
front, 350mm rear 

380mm ventilated front discs, 
330mm solid rear discs 

Ventilated discs, 294mm 
front, 290mm rear 

Wheeis 

8xl7infrontand rear 

8xl8infront, 9xl8inrear 

9xl9infrontand rear 

7xl7infrontand rear 

Tyres 

225/50 R17 front and rear 

225/50 R18 front, 245/45 

R18 rear 

235/40 R19 front and rear 

215/45 R17 front and rear 

Weight 

1230kg 

1496kg 

1280kg 

1230kg 

Power-to-weight 

188bhp/ton 

219bhp/ton 

211bhp/ton 

163bhp/ton 

0-62mph 

b.Osec (claimed) 

5.3sec (claimed) 

5.9sec (claimed) 

7.6sec (claimed) 

Top speed 

155mph (limited) 

155mph (limited) 

155mph (limited) 

140mph (claimed) 

Basic price 

£32,410 

£27,435 

£32,000 

£22,495 

On saie 

Now 

Now 

Now 

Now 

evo rating 
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by ANTONY INGRAM 

INTRO PIC by ASTON PARROTT 


For four decades Tamiya’s 
radio controlled car kits 
have offered basic lessons 
in vehicle construction and 
dynamics, as well as being 
rip-roaring fun for adults 
and kids alike. Happy 
birthday, Tamiya 






40 YEARSOFTAMIYA 


IF YOU RECEIVE YOUR COPY OF 

evo a little late this month, we can 
only apologise. It’s just that since we 
learned that this year marks the 40th 
anniversary of Tamiya radio controlled 
cars, we’ve been rather distracted. 
Christmas gift budgets are being 
strained at the prospect of unforeseen 
Super Champs and Lunch Boxes under 
the tree, and lunch breaks are running 
long to squeeze in one final race around 
the car park. 

Nostalgia is big business right now, but 
Tamiya’s enduring popularity can be attributed 
to far more than big kids attempting to 
recapture their youth. ‘Tamiya’s strength and 
uniqueness has always been the kit-building 
experience,’ explains Pete Binger, managing 
director of Tamiya’s UK importer. The Hobby 
Company. ‘You buy a kit, you build it, and 
because you’ve built it you understand how 
the vehicle works, how to set it up, how to tune 
it up and how to repair it if it breaks. It’s an 
educational experience.’ 

It was Pete’s father David who originally 
introduced Tamiya to the UK. It was a risk. 
He travelled to Japan in 1966, as a young 
man, and sat through several meetings full of 
Japanese businessmen deciding his commercial 
fate before they awarded him the exclusive 
distribution contract for the United Kingdom 
and Europe. The challenge continued on UK 
soil, where model shops were initially sceptical 
about the new kits. 

‘At that time there was no radio control 
market other than very specialist, high-cost 
kits,’ explains Pete. ‘But as the cost came down, I 
think the dealers started to see the opportunity. 
The product was of a quality that ensured 
reliability too, and they quickly realised there 
was a market for selling tune-up parts. Just like 
the automotive industry, there’s a good margin 
to be made on spare parts. . .’ 

Tamiya itself dates back to 1946, founded 
by Yoshio Tamiya. Yoshio-san had owned a 
transportation business before the Second 
World War, and turned to timber following 
the war. In 1953 the business evolved from 
timber to specialised wooden model kits. It was 
Yoshio’s son Shunsaku who encouraged the 
jump to plastic kits, having discovered those 
made by American firm Revell in 1958. 

Overwhelmed by the detail and quality 
possible from plastic, he introduced the plastic 
kits to his father. Tamiya’s first plastic kit was a 
battleship, Musashi, but another company beat 
it to market at a lower price. Tweaked in the 
hope of better sales, Musashi became Yamato, 





THE CARS 

TAUGHT 

USERS A 

GREAT DEAL 

ADOUT 

VEHICLE 

PHVSICS' 


but despite superior quality it, too, struggled. 

The turning point came with Tamiya’s plastic model of a German 
Panther tank. To make it stand out in the market, Shunsaku made it a 
motorised model - and sealed its success by hiring top Japanese illustrator, 
Shigeru Komatsuzaki, to draw the box art. It was an inspired move, and 
Tamiya’s box art, with its illustrations, technical drawings and two-star 
logo, has become as iconic as the vehicles contained within. 

Tamiya’s first radio control kits appeared in 1975. But those initial kits 
were a far cry from the hardy models sold today. ‘The story goes that 
there was a guy in the accounts department of Tamiya who was always 
tinkering with radio controlled cars, playing with them in his lunch 
break,’ recounts Binger. ‘Mr Tamiya saw what he had created, and asked 
him to develop one the company could manufacture and market. He took 
a regular Porsche 934 plastic kit bodyshell and fitted it to a flat chassis, 
which became the first model. Of course it looked absolutely beautiful, but 
the first time you crashed it just disintegrated because it was so fragile. . .’ 

Tamiya’s RC kits quickly developed. By the time the Rough Rider and 
VW Baja Bug-like Sand Scorcher arrived in 1979, the kits featured a 
specialised chassis to which a more robust body was fixed. The cars were 
more rugged, more useable and less prone to spectacular destruction 
when erroneously steered into objects. The basic cars taught users a great 
deal about vehicle physics, too, with realistic suspension, rubber tyres 
specific to surfaces such as asphalt or dirt, and eventually the choice 
between front-, rear- and all-wheel-drive powertrains. 

When it comes to technology though, Tamiya’s racing machines really 
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OVER THE FOUR DECADES it has been creating radio control cars, Tamiya 
has produced a nnultitude of different models. Here we picture some of 
the best-sellers, several of which have been reissued by popular demand 





1. THE GRASSHOPPER 

As the name suggests, a 
proper off-road weapon. 
Rear-drive and a tough 
polycarbonate body 


based on the Group 2 
European Touring Car of 
the 1970s 


8. HORNET 

Another long-running kit. 
Rear-wheel drive and a 
fluid-filled rear damper 


2. SUBARU IMPREZA 
WRC2008 

Not one of Subaru’s more 
successful rally cars, but 
Tamiya has long replicated 
the firm’s rally vehicles 


9. WILD WILLY WR-02 

One of Tamlya’s less serious 
kits, the two-wheel-drive 
Wild Willy has four- 
wheel Independent coll 
suspension 


3. VANESSA’S 
LUNCH BOX 

Tamlya’s most iconic 
model, launched In 1987. 
Since reintroductlonin 
2005, an annual best-seller 


10. SAND SCORCHER 

The Iconic Baja Bug and one 
of Tamlya’s most popular 
kits since Its introduction 
In 1979 


4. LANCIA DELTA 
INTEGRALE 

A classic design, but the 
Delta now sits on Tamlya’s 
brand newTT02 all-wheel- 
drive chassis 


11. SUBARU BRAT 

A cult classic. Illustrating 
the variety ofTamiya’s 
current range. Two-wheel 
drive and ‘designed for fun 
off-road running’ 


5. SUPER CHAMP 

Launched back In 1982, 
the Super Champ Is now a 
llmited-run reissue 


12. MINI COOPER 

Another front-wheel-drive 
kit and one of the longer- 
running Tamiya favourites 


6. FORD ESCORT WRC 

The Escort was In Its 
twilight by the time this 
model debuted, but it’s 
now highly collectable 


13. HOTSHOT 

Re-released In 2007, the 
Hot Shot Is a four-wheel- 
drive Interpretation of 
Tamlya’s popular off-road 
buggy range 


7.KAMEIGOLFMK1 

A front-wheel-drive model 
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are like miniaturised versions of Grand Prix 
or World Endurance vehicles. It’s not unusual 
to find carbonfibre and titanium among their 
constituent parts, with prices to match. RC 
racing has long been a global sport, with teams 
crossing the globe to compete. Tamiya’s official 
team, Tamiya Racing Factory, has won five 
years in a row. 

Former RC racer Jamie Booth never quite 
managed to take a title with Tamiya, but his 
experience with the factory team certainly 
helped its development in its early years. Racing 
since he received a Sand Scorcher in 1980, 
Jamie travelled the UK and eventually Europe, 
taking several championships along the way. 

‘During the end of 1989 I was made an offer 
by the Tamiya factory in Japan to become a 
professional RC racer for them. Over the next 
two years I raced in Japan, the USA, and most 
European countries, while keeping up with my 
commitments in the British series.’ 

As a Tamiya factory racer, Jamie finished 
as high as second in the 2WD European 
championships. While he eventually switched 
to another team and continued racing until 
1998, radio control cars, and Tamiya in 
particular, have more or less dictated his life 
since. Today, he runs a small distribution 
company that imports and sells RC cars. 

That ability to get under your skin is what 
has kept Tamiya a household name despite its 
products remaining true to its four-decade-old 
concept. Building the kits, as Binger notes, adds 
an extra dimension you simply don’t get with a 
pre-built car. A lot of other manufacturers have 
moved towards what we call “ready to run”,’ 
explains Binger, ‘but they don’t encourage 
that hobbyist understanding. They tend to 
be playthings - you play with it and then put 
it away, and you don’t develop this intrinsic 
interest and passion.’ 

Tamiya hasn’t always hit the mark. Back 
in the 1990s the company sold a range of 
‘glow engine’ kits. Based on Japanese GT 
cars and Le Mans vehicles, the tiny internal 
combustion engines made the cars hugely fast. 
Unfortunately, they also encouraged a little too 
much of that ‘hobbyist understanding’. ‘They 
sold extremely well,’ explains Pete, ‘but they 
became a big problem for us, as the customer 
couldn’t help tinkering. The engines used to run 
under immense strain with a few tune-ups and 
they’d quickly expire. . .’ 

Tuning has always been a part of the Tamiya 
kit experience though, and thankfully most of 
it enhances the experience. New suspension 
parts, different motors and upgraded gearboxes 
further refined the way kits drove and Tamiya 
continued refining the components itself. It’s 
reached a head with the latest Super Champ, 
a limited reissue of the 1980s original. The 
off-road buggy features mono-shock rear 
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40 YEARSOFTAMIYA 



HIDING THE 
KITS ADDS AN 
EXTRA DIMENSION 
THAT yOD SIMPLY 
DON'T GET WITH A 
PRE-DUIETCAR’ 



Above: Tam iya’s off- 
road buggies allow you 
to unleash your inner 
rally driver, without 
the big repair bill when 
you crash... Below: the 
detailing of Tamiya’s 
kits is exquisite, as on 
thisKremerOTT 


suspension with a separate oil reservoir and a 
metal gearbox. The firm’s newest chassis, the 
TT02, is formed from the latest plastics. Like 
modern automotive platforms, it’s essentially 
modular - the TT02B allows off-road buggies 
to share the same chassis as an on-road Porsche 
911 or Ferrari kit. 

People still love the old kits, too. The Lunch 
Box van, perhaps Tamiya’s most iconic model, 
originally launched in 1987. It was eventually 
discontinued, but since its reintroduction in 
2005 it has been the company’s biggest-selling 
model every year. 

Despite competition from an increasingly 
vast video game market and the constant 
distraction of touchscreen iThings and 
omnipresent internet access, the appeal of the 
Japanese firm’s kit-based radio controlled cars 
hasn’t waned. By sticking to one formula and 
only changing where improvements are truly 
required, it’s not hard to see Tamiya creating 
the same buzz in another 40 years. 

Tamiya, tanjoubi omedetou! □ 
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IMETSHUNSAKUTamiyaat 
the Nuremberg Toy Fair in 2009. 

I made the trip specifically to 
interview him - a publicity-shy 
75-year-old billionaire who rarely 
gave interviews and barely spoke 
English. Add this to the fact that 
Shunsaku, along with my father, 
fired my passion for cars and you 
had a very nervous journalist. I 
remember breaking out in a sweat 
during the interview as the reality 
struck that I was interviewing an 


absolute hero of mine - the man 
whose name adorns the boxes of 
my treasured Silver Sabre, Celica 
GT-4, Avante and Baja Buggy. 

Shunsaku was warm, humble, 
inquisitive and worked carefully 
with his interpreter to answer my 
questions. Sharp too, despite his 
years. I hear he’s still going strong 
today. At the end, he signed my 
copy of his fascinating book (see 
left) - something I treasure. 
Nick Trott 
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by SAM SHEEHAN 


PHOTOGRAPHY by ASTON PARROTT 


What do all 

of these 

people have in 
tommon? 


They all now understand 
the full meaning of our : 
strapline,. The Thrill o/\ ;; 
^iving^lmyi^^ 





MY FIRST EVO CAR 



ED SKY IN THE MORNING, 

shepherd’s warning. It’s fast 
approaching 9am and the 
morning’s pinkish-red sunrise 
is just beginning to warm to 
a golden glow. The circuit’s 
smooth asphalt gleams beside 
me, and the rush of a high-flying jet is only 
just audible above. It’s a calm start here at the 
Bedford Autodrome, but I can almost sense the 
excitement in the crisp November air. 

Four cars have arrived ahead of me; I’m 
parked on the circuit’s entrance road ready to 
welcome the remaining three. We’ve got the 
whole track to ourselves today, but that’s not 
the reason why we’re here. Of course we’ll be 
sampling the technical infield of Bedford’s 
West Circuit later, but the real reason for this 
gathering is to celebrate these machines. 

As different as they all may be - the most 
powerful has 229bhp more than the least, and 
costs about ten times as much - these seven 
cars all have one thing in common. In their own 
individual ways, they each offer a first glimpse 
into the world of performance motoring. In 
other words, they’re first evo cars. 


WE’RE ALL PACKED INTO THE PITLANE 

building, away from the chilly breeze and 
watching snapper Aston Parrott stare through 
designer Will Beaumont’s frame-shaped hand 
symbols. The two evo staffers are outside 
battling the late-autumn climate to grab the 
perfect opening shot; we’re inside sipping 
coffee and hot chocolate. 

Looking through the window at the seven 
carefully laid out cars, it’s clear we’ve got a 
great mix with us today. But one in particular 
immediately grabs my attention: it’s Luca 
Diella’s EPS Honda Civic Type-R 

While it’s wearing standard bodywork and 
wheels, it’s impossible to ignore the aggressive 
front camber and bright green roll- cage in the 
back. It’s definitely the least standard car here. 

I sit down next to Luca and his friend Josh to 
talk about the car. J used to have a nice car and 
money,’ he says. ‘Now I have a barely useable 
car and no money’ They both laugh. As far as 
first evo cars go, we’ve started with a pretty 
extreme example. 

‘When I bought the car it was totally standard. 
It was really nice when I bought it, to be honest. 
Now it’s pretty stripped.’ I ask why, since the 
EPS Type-R isn’t exactly renowned for being a 
heavy slouch. 

‘I’d done a trackday and loved how the car 
performed,’ says Luca. ‘It was my first taste of 
track driving and I was immediately hooked. In 


fact, I loved it all so much that I decided to focus 
on turning the car into a proper track weapon. 
Being young I thought I could live with the 
slightly less practical road experience in order 
to gain track performance. So that’s when the 
interior started to come out.’ 

I looked over the interior of the Civic earlier, 
and it really is stripped. From the dash back 
there’s little in the way of plastics and nothing 
in the way of carpet. It’s a serious job, with 
sound- deadening and anything not necessary 
removed. Bucket seats and harnesses have been 
fitted, and the exposed cabin metal is painted 
white - a rattle -can job. I’m told - with that roll- 
cage painted green to clearly stand out. 

Surely this is a step too far for a road and 
trackday car? Well, that’s the thing - it’s more 
than just that. ‘We’re taking it racing next year 
in the MSV Trackday Trophy championship,’ an 
excited Luca says. ‘My first performance car is 
now turning into my first racing car. It’s pretty 
cool!’ The genuine passion and excitement 
displayed by Luca and Josh convince me that 
this car is more than just a tool to go racing 
with; it’s an avenue for them to indulge in 
their passion. 

Passion is something I think we can safely 
assume is shared across this pitlane. And as I 
swap tables, I switch from one hot hatch owner 
to another. Andy Nichols’ Renaultsport Clio 172 
is equally mean-looking, but holds on to a few 
more creature comforts than the Civic. 

The young Geordie tells me why he hasn’t 
gone all-out with the track mods: ‘I looked a 
bit like a chav crawling out of my lowered Clio 
with bucket seats outside Tesco,’ he smiles. ‘I 
put the standard ones back in because it was 
becoming embarrassing.’ 

His blue 172 sits on 15in Speedline wheels 
and looks to be in great condition. But Andy 
assures me it’s far from being a show car. 
‘There’s a place near us called the Hartside Pass. 
The first time I took the Clio up there, along 
its twists and turns, I knew I’d made the right 
choice. The car was just brilliant.’ 

I ask why Andy opted for the 172. It turns out 
a Clio wasn’t always on the cards. ‘I’d looked at 
cars like the BMW 3-series,’ he says. ‘They’re 
nice but I thought. I’m just going to get bored. 
The reason for buying a Clio was therefore 
purely based around fun.’ 

Now, whilst I’m aware Geordie Shore isn’t 
a documentary of Newcastle life, it at least 
illustrates that there is more than one way to 
entertain oneself in The Toon. So why has Andy 
chosen to spend his hard-earned cash on a car? 

‘Cars are a bit of an addiction to me,’ he 
explains. ‘I remember when I was a young ’un 



Luca Diella 


Age 22 

Location Brighton 

Car Honda Civic Type-R 

(EP3) 

Year 2004 

Why I bought the Type-R 

because the 2-iitre 
unit is so rev-happy, 
and because I iove 
the seating position 
with the raised 
geariever. 

Dream I dream of owning 

evo car a Porsche 9114.0 

RS because of that 
naturaiiy aspirated 
flat-six, slick 
manual ’box and the 
car’s real sense of 
purpose. 



Andy Nichols 


Age 21 

Location Newcastle 

Car Renaultsport 

Clio 172 

Year 2003 

Why They’re so cheap 

nowand offer so 
much fun for the 
money. I’m hanging 
on to mine as it’s 
a bit of a freak - 
it’s probably the 
fastest standard 
172 engine out 
there! 

Dream A Caterham R500 

evo car - the ultimate 

trackday toy. 
Plenty of power 
without the weight 
or electronic 
interference that 
is commonplace 
in fast cars these 
days. 
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Daryl Shearman 

Age 

31 

Location 

Miiton Keynes 

Car 

Nissan 350Z 

Year 

2004 

Why 

1 wanted 
something a 
bit different; 

1 iike to stand 

out. And that 
engine! 

Dream 

AbiuePagani 

evo car 

Zonda F Coupe. 
It’s created 
by a man who 
shares my OCD 
for attention to 
detaii, and it’s 
part of a dying 
breed: normaiiy 
aspirated 
supercars. 


'f 

Tom McKellar 


Age 

22 

Location 

Basingstoke 

Car 

Renauitsport 

Ciio200 

Year 

2013 

Why 

It’s my dream 
real-world car. 1 
loved watching 
the Ciio Cup 
racing at 
Thruxton as a 

kid. I’ve wanted 

one since then. 

Dream 

evo car 

A Posche 911 
GT3 RS. Simpiy 
because it’s 

a race car for 

the road. 



Rhys Wainwright 


Age 23 

Location Northop, Wales 
Car Mazda MX-5 

Year 2001 

Why This is my first 

step towards 
my dream evo 
car. Manuai, 
iight, rear- 
wheei drive: it’s 
got aii the best 
ingredients. 

Dream A Caterham 

evo car R500 

Superiight with 
asequentiai 
’box. It’s light, 
revs to the 
moon and has 
to be one of the 
most invoiving 
and raw driving 
experiences 
avaiiabie. 





MY FIRST EVO CAR 



OLD CAR BOOST: 
NEW TYRES 

Tyre technology has come on in leaps 
and bounds in recent years, so if an 
older performance car is wearing 
ageing rubber, or its previous owner 
saved a few pounds by fitting new 
tyres from the cheaper end of the 
spectrum, its driving dynamics 
could be transformed through an 
investment in new boots. 

Modern advances in the chemical 
composition of the tread compound 

- the ‘rubber’ - mean that stiffness 
and outright grip can be improved 
without detriment to wear and rolling 
resistance. Both rolling resistance 
and heat build-up can be reduced by 
using innovative new materials such 
as highly dispersible, high-surface- 
area silica. 

Additionally, the reinforcing belts 
inside the carcass of an older tyre 

- and many new tyres from budget 
brands - are typically steel items. The 
latest performance tyres tend to use 
either rayon or aramid fibres, which 
are lighter and perform better in high- 
heat scenarios. Perfect for ensuring 
more consistent performance during 
enthusiastic road driving or on a 
trackday, in other words. 

Michael Whiteley 


my mum used to try and get me to read books, but 
I was always reading car mags. Even now there’s 
nothing I love more than working on the car or taking 
it out for a drive.’ 

After borrowing a few ideas for my own Clio from 
Andy, I swap tables again and head over to speak to 
Red Bull Racing employee Daryl Shearman. He’s the 
owner of the lovely Nissan 350Z parked closest to the 
window, and immediately the same ‘addiction’ to cars 
is evident with him. 

‘What does my wife think? She’s tolerant of it,’ Daryl 
smirks. ‘She knows cars and motor sport are a big part 
of my life, she understands it’s a passion of mine. I’m 
the same with her ultimately, so we’re both happy and 
enjoy our own things together.’ 

Daryl’s had his 350Z since August 2010, having 
owned a Vauxhall Astra before it. ‘The Astra was 
gutless, so when I could I decided to look for something 
beefier and rear- wheel drive. Looking through the 
options I had, the 350Z stood out as the best.’ 

The car’s stance looks spot-on to my eyes, the 
coilover suspension supporting it at just the right 
height over the ever-so-slightly stretched Michelin 
rubber. With its anthracite wheels, gold calipers and 
blue body, it all looks quite lovely. 

However, as with Andy and his 172, Daryl bought 
the 350Z to be driven. ‘I have friends with cool cars, 
including one with a 997 Carrera 4S and another 
350Z owner who also had an E92 BMW M3,’ he says. 
‘We’ve enjoyed some epic drives together, including 
the pilgrimage to Le Mans.’ 


How does he find the brawny Nissan? ‘It’s just an 
experience to drive it, with a combination of that lovely 
sounding six- cylinder engine and hydraulic steering 
that gives a good amount of feel. It’s everything that I 
want it to be, really.’ 

It’s not been a perfect ride for Daryl and his 350Z, 
however. Apparently it tried to kill him once... ‘I’d 
left the car in gear and turned the key with one leg 
hanging out. It lurched forward along a wall and in 
the mess my leg got crushed just below my knee. I’ve 
ended up with a pretty big scar and a lasting memory’ 

Sounds painful, but as is evident from today, both 
Daryl and his 350Z have returned to full health. 

After hearing about Daryl’s homicidal Z, it’s a relief 
to note that the driver I sit beside next owns probably 
the least threatening looking car here. ‘I’ve lived 
through all the hairdresser jokes,’ Rhys Wainwright 
tells me. ‘I had it with my old Ford Puma too, but it 
doesn’t bother me.’ 

Yes, Rhys’s first evo car is a Mazda MX-5, a Mk2 
to be precise. Often referred to as the softest-looking 
generation of MX-5, this particular example is 
certainly not driven softly. ‘I think it’s been sideways 
more in the past couple of months than it had in the 
whole of its earlier life,’ Rhys’s friend Will laughs. ‘The 
previous owner was an older gentleman, so we reckon 
it’d lived an easy existence.’ 

An easy life is not what Rhys has planned for the 
little roadster. For starters, he’s a bit of an adrenalin 
junkie. ‘I’d say I’m a speed addict,’ he says. ‘Cars, 
pushbikes, skiing... anything that goes really fast, 
I love it. Buying a rear-wheel-drive sports car made 
sense - it’s an affordable way for me to get my fix.’ 

That fix is reachable on Rhys’s doorstep, too. He 
lives 20 minutes away from the evo Triangle and 
has the rest of north Wales’s stunning driving roads 
within easy reach. Anglesey Circuit isn’t too far from 
him either, and that’s a place where the car recently 
impressed. ‘We passed far more powerful cars,’ he 
says, ‘and when they were overheating tyres and 
brakes, the MX-5 just kept on going.’ 

So what does Rhys love most about the Mazda? His 
response is rapid: ‘For me, the best thing about this car 
is that you can absolutely drive the nuts off it, but it 
doesn’t burn loads of fuel and doesn’t chew through 
tyres. It’s cheap and cheerful’ 

Cheap and cheerful, now that’s a phrase that will 
appeal to many first-time evo car owners, including 
Tom McKellar. He’s in another Clio, which, including 
mine, makes the total here today three. Well, this is 
evo, after all. Just be thankful nobody brought a 911. . . 

As a Renaultsport Clio 200, Tom’s is the newest 
Clio and it certainly looks the part. Barring a lack of 
Recaro seats, it’s a full bells-and-whistles model with 
all option boxes ticked, including the one for that evo 
favourite, the Cup chassis. 

‘As much as I love it, my friends and wider family 
aren’t such big fans,’ says Tom. ‘They’re quite into their 
Audis and BMWs; it’s all about image for them. I think 
they just don’t understand what the car can do and 
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MY FIRST EVO CAR 
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Ben Jackson 

Age 29 

Location Plymouth 
Car Audi S4 Avant 

Year 2014 

Why I bought the S4 

because it’s got 
a big boot, lots of 
power and I think it 
looks just awesome. 

Dream Can I choose two? 

evo car First wouid have 

to be a Mkl Jaguar 
E-type Roadster in 
red. Pure ciass. If 
Enzo thought it was 
the most beautifui 
car ever made then 
it’s good enough 
for me. Second, 
a Ferrari 458 
Speciale. You know 
you would giggle like 
a chiid all day long 
driving it. 



Matt Butters 


Age 

35 

Location 

Stoke-on-Trent 

Car 

Fiat Panda 100HP 

Year 

2008 

Why 

Dickie Meaden’s 

road test in evo 101. 
I’ve always had a 
soft spot for Italian 
cars, too. 

Dream 

evo car 

The Lancia Deita 

Evo 2. It’s been a 
boyhood dream of 
mine to own one. 
Maybe one day... 


how it can make you feel behind the wheel’ 

That’s what this is all about, isn’t it? The feeling you 
get from behind the wheel. Tom unfortunately doesn’t 
get to experience it too often, but it only makes him 
more appreciative when he does. 

‘Living in London my daily ride is the Tube, 
unfortunately,’ he explains. ‘But it means when I do 
get to drive the Clio I love every minute of it. It’s a 
weekend toy, so it’s only used for fun when I drive it. 

‘One standout memory for me was on a Sunday 
evening, the sun was setting and roads were empty. 
Dropping it down a couple of gears, letting the engine 
sing through to 7000rpm and navigating through the 
twists of country roads. . . It sounds silly to people who 
don’t understand, but it’s something I can’t forget. The 
car just encompasses my love of driving.’ 

Such are the talents of Tom’s Clio, it seems it has 
found at least one fan in his family - his mum. ‘My 
mum does use it through the week, and to be honest, 
she rags it,’ Tom laughs. ‘Her journey to work has a 
60mph stretch of road with a long left. That’s the part 
of her commute where she clicks through second, 
third and fourth before slamming on the brakes as the 
road turns into a 30. She always comes home with a 
driving-related story to tell’ 

So, the Clio satisfies two generations of the McKellar 
family throughout the week. But it gets better. Because 
despite being based on a humble French runabout, it’s 
still very much Tom’s dream machine. ‘It’s always been 
the car I wanted,’ he explains, ‘so to say I’ve worked 
hard and been able to afford it, that’s something I’m 
really proud of.’ 

Which leads us nicely on to our next attendee. Ben 
Jackson has only recently bought his brand new Audi 
S4 Avant, but it’s not taken long for him to realise this 
is the perfect performance car for him. He’s been used 
to vans for the past few years, so driving a 328bhp 
estate has opened his eyes to a new form of driving. 

‘I’ve only just been able to really open it up,’ he says. 
‘Before then I had to keep the revs below 3000rpm 
as part of the running-in. Now I’ve been pushing it to 
SOOOrpm and it sounds fantastic. The exhaust note, 
the sequential ’box downshifts. . . It sounds epic. I can’t 
go back to a van after this!’ 

As seems to be the case for most of our guests at 
the Autodrome today, Ben’s S4 represents far more 
than just a material purchase. He tells me how he’d 
promised himself he’d own a performance car before 
he turned 30, and with that birthday fast approaching, 
the pace, capability and daily useability of the S4 
meant it was an easy choice. 

Ben explains: ‘I wanted something that could do 
everything: something that I can chuck one of my 
surfboards in and head to the beach, something that’s 
comfortable and practical on drives to work, and then 
something that, at the push of a button, can be fast and 
fun through my local Cornish country roads. The S4 
ticked all those boxes.’ 

So why did Ben feel the need to own a performance 
car at all? He tells me: ‘I guess the desire stems from 


my childhood. I’ve always been into cars, and my dad 
used to take me to watch Formula 3000, Formula 
Ford races and rallying as a kid. He’d been into his 
cars from his younger years too, and it really made an 
impression on me.’ 

If we were to take anything from today, it’s that 
parents are frequently responsible for the decision to 
buy an evo car. It’s often a big financial commitment 
to purchase a giant lump of metal that drinks petrol 
and oil and requires regular maintenance, but being 
brought up in a family passionate about cars seems to 
help justify the hit to the wallet. 

As I switch tables and begin talking to our final 
owner, it becomes clear that other, surprising factors 
can inspire a purchase. ‘I bought the Fiat Panda 
lOOHP as a replacement for smokes,’ is certainly not 
the response I’d expected from Matt Butters. ‘The 
funny thing is. I’m actually financially better off since 
I swapped the cigarettes for the Panda.’ 

At first I’m not entirely sure if Matt is serious, but he 
assures me that he is; the car really did replace tobacco: 
‘After five weeks without a cigarette I thought. I’ve got 
this beat. I’m saving £120 a week on tobacco; let’s go 
and buy that car I’ve always wanted. So I did.’ 

I find myself laughing. If there is anyone here today 
who represents a YOLO (you only live once) attitude. 
Matt Butters is it. It’s a decision he hasn’t regretted one 
bit, not least because despite possessing just 99bhp, 
the Panda is real a hoot to drive. 

Our own Dickie Meaden convinced Matt of this 
before he’d even sat in one: ‘Back in 2007 I read 
Dickie’s road test [evo 101] and loved his verdict on 
the Panda. I read it over and over again, and thought, 
yeah. I’m having one of those.’ 

He continues: ‘My own trip to the evo Triangle 
confirmed Dickie’s words: no matter where you are 
on those roads - mid- corner, uphill or approaching 
a bend - you’ll look down at the speedo and see it 
nudging 80mph. The car was so balanced and so easy 
to control on the limit. It’s just fantastic.’ 

AND WITH THAT, WE’VE SPOKEN TO ALL 

of our first-timers. And a wider spread of experiences 
we couldn’t have hoped to have found: we started 
the morning talking about an extreme, stripped- out, 
almost-ready-to-race Civic Type-R, and we ended it 
talking about a tobacco-replacement sporty city car. 
You couldn’t make it up. 

The great thing is that somehow, both of these cars 
- and the five in between - provide their owners with 
the same joy. First evo cars, it seems, can come in all 
shapes and sizes, but each one successfully exposes its 
owner to (without wishing to sound too cliched) The 
Thrill of Driving for the first time. 

And as evidenced by the queue of cars that quickly 
forms at the end of the pitlane once the photography 
and interviewing are wrapped up, and the squealing 
tyres and hot brakes that swiftly follow, there’s no 
better place to live out the evo strapline than at an 
empty Bedford Autodrome. . . □ 
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A serpentine line spotted 
on a road atlas inspires 
a 1000-mile journey 
by Bentley Continental 
GTV8 through the 
unfamiliar and 
captivating beauty of 
Croatia 


z 

H 









H HIGH above ZAGREB ON A LATE 

October afternoon there is no one around 
on Mount Medvednica. A light breeze 
runs through the surrounding beech trees 
divesting the branches of a few more 
unwanted leaves, which then drift down 
like autumnal snow and settle on the thick, 
copper- coloured carpet at the base of the 
trunks. The rustling subsides and silence returns. Perhaps it’s just an 
overactive imagination, but it feels like Smiley, Bond or Reacher ought 
to be standing here, turning the collar up on their coat and driving their 
hands a little deeper into their pockets as they wait for contact to be 
made. The long drive down from Vienna, crossing through Slovenia on 
the way, would have made them glad to get out and stretch their legs if 
they had been in anything other than a Bentley. 

Our mission isn’t quite the stuff of Le Carre or Fleming (although the 
Bentley is obviously Bond-appropriate), but we are on another voyage of 
discovery in our never-ending quest to find the world’s greatest driving 
road. Our target stretch of tarmac this time is somewhere that I’ve 
wanted to go for about three years. Currently it’s still around 600 miles 
away, but I’m hoping that the journey to get there will be something 
to savour in itself. Apart from its spotty hounds, the Dalmatian coast 
has become known as a glamorous summer playground for the rich and 
famous (one of the reasons why we thought the Bentley would fit in 
rather nicely). But as well as the beaches, the yachts and the historic 
Roman remains, there is also a road. It’s called the D8 and it tracks 
the coastline doggedly along the Adriatic in what I hope is a sort of 
European equivalent of California’s Pacific Coast Highway. 

We’ll get to the seaside tomorrow, but the adventure has already 



OPATIJ A CIRCUIT 



Above: most of the 
route hugged Croatia’s 
gorgeous coastline. 
Left:mapoftheOpatija 
road circuit, north of 
Rijeka. Above right: 
on the real thing 
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Clockwise, from left: 

classy touches throughout 
Conti’s cabin; V8 lighter 
than W12, helps agility: 
100-octane fuel about a 
quid a litre: overlooking 
Zagreb from top of Mount 
Medvednica: Catchpole 
likes a road atlas: first 
hairpin on the Opatija 
circuit: tuneful pipes 


begun well. Photographer Aston Parrott and I picked up the 
Kingfisher Blue Continental GT V8 S in Vienna (the nearest 
Bentley dealership!), and about the time we discovered that 
the seats not only cooled as well as heated, but also back 
massaged, we decided that we’d chosen well. I’ve done lots of 
country crossing in track-biased, aero-screened lightweights 
in the past, so enjoying a bit of fast-paced, chiropractically 
sympathetic luxury feels entirely justified this time. 

As we arrived in Croatia a couple of hours ago, the first 
thing I did was stop at a petrol station and buy a road atlas. 
Useful though satnav is, I still like the ability to pore over a 
bit of solid cartography. I hadn’t intended to stop at Zagreb, 
but there’s something enticing and exciting about a name 
beginning with a Z. So, when a quick perusal of the atlas 
showed a viewpoint on the northern edge of Croatia’s capital 
with squiggly lines leading up to it, it was too much to resist. 

Bear Mountain (which is what Mount Medvednica 
roughly translates as) rises up over 1000m and the climb on 
the north side is very good. It’s a two-lane road but it feels 
tight - a sensation exacerbated by the dense forestation that 
hems you in. The tarmac rarely runs straight for more than 
a few seconds and the kerbing has been given stripes here 
and there so it has the feel of an abandoned circuit. Just 
occasionally the trunks recede and for a few fleeting seconds 
you catch a glimpse of a view that reveals just how far you’ve 
climbed and how steep is the drop off the edge. 

On the map it looked as though there were two ways down 
the other side of the mountain, but as we reached the junction 
at the top there was a no entry sign standing guard over one 
of the roads. It turns out that an extensive one-way system is 
in place. Over 20 hairpins are packed into the eastern road 
that climbs up from Zagreb, then there’s a beautiful run 
westwards along a ridge to the adjoining spur before you 
plunge back down through the forest towards the outskirts 
of Zagreb on a narrow single-track ribbon. If you set off from 
the city and realised you’d left the oven on, you’d have a 16.5- 
mile round trip via the summit to go back and turn it off. 

It’s that return ridge where I’m standing now. The air is 
clear and crisp but Zagreb far below is wreathed in a thin 
mist. The old Renault Clio that was here when we arrived has 
pottered off and the mountain seems deserted now. Perhaps 
it’s the feeling of teetering on an invisible border where 
Eastern and Western Europe meet, but there’s definitely a 
slightly strange atmosphere up here. Once Aston’s finished 
taking photos it feels even more comforting than usual 
to shut the hefty door and settle back into the quilted and 
heated surroundings of the Conti GT. 

Our target for the rest of the day is to reach the city of 
Rijeka, which sits at the northernmost point of the coast. It’s 
rush hour in Zagreb and to be honest the Bentley sticks out 
like hernia in the belly of the suburbs. It’s at least £10 Ok more 
expensive than any other car we see and there’s sometimes 
the feeling that because the other traffic is trying to give the 
Conti a wider berth than normal, an accident seems even 
more likely. A particularly worrying moment occurs where 
the screeching sound of locked budget tyres rises above 
the general drone of traffic and I fear that an elderly Xsara 
is about to rear-end us at a roundabout. Fortunately a gap 
in the traffic appears just before the crunch (which would 
probably have demolished the Citroen) and I extricate us 
with a healthy amount of throttle. The rest of the 100 miles 
to Rijeka passes uneventfully and after a couple of laps of a 
one-way system we settle on the Hotel Continental, which 
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‘TRAFFIC IS SPARSE, AND WHAT VEHICLES THERE 


seems like an appropriate place to kip for the night (even though it turns 
out to be somewhat less luxurious than the car). 

The following morning we head north. This is not a mistake. Before I 
head off to a country I usually do a bit of investigation. Sometimes it’s as 
easy as typing something like ‘motorsport Croatia’ into a search engine, 
but sometimes it takes a bit more work to dig up some sights to see. This 
was one such occasion. The Preluk/Opatija circuit is an old road circuit 
situated right in the crook of Croatia’s coastline. It was first used in 1939 
for the Adriatic Grand Prix, then held sports car races in the 1950s and 
Formula 3 races up until 1968. Latterly it was only used for two-wheeled 
antics and was known as the Monaco of the Grand Prix motorcycle world 
until the last race was held there in 1977. Like so many places, it was 
eventually shut simply because it was deemed too dangerous, with two 
deaths in ’77 being the final nails in the coffin. 

The reason it wasn’t easy to stumble upon online is that the original 
1939 race took place while this bit of land was part of Italy, and from 
the end of the Second World War to June 24, 1991, this area (like the 
rest of Croatia) was in Yugoslavia. Old maps of the circuit reveal that the 
layout of the roads remains exactly the same today as it was 37 years 


ago, so it’s relatively easy to drive a lap of the 3.7-mile track. Set off from 
the pits in a clockwise direction and the road curves left around the bay 
with its bobbing boats. A huge stone wall appears on your right with a 
faded AutoMotor’ mural on it and then you have to turn back on yourself 
around an extremely acute hairpin that apparently had cars reversing 
if they didn’t get it exactly right back in the day. From here you climb 
precariously (rock face one side, no barriers the other) and quickly until 
you’re high above the pits. An oblique junction marks the summit and the 
start of a terrifyingly fast run back down to the second switchback of the 
lap. This hairpin is a no-right-turn for traffic today, so either you have to 
pick your moment carefully or carry on and turn round. 

Hairpin negotiated, the road continues in a headlong rush back 
downhill, with a lengthy straight to build up speed then two sets of tricky 
esse-bends that dive fast right, then tighten for the left and threaten to 
give you a soaking in the Adriatic if you get them wrong. If you had time 
to look at the view, you’d see the slightly faded glory of Opatija across the 
bay and instantly understand the comparisons with Monte Carlo. Back in 
what used to be the pits, we spend an hour or so taking a few more photos 
and drinking in the atmosphere. It must have been so fast, and the 81 
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ARE, THE BENTLEY DISPATCHES WITH DISDAIN’ 


metres of elevation change only add to the intimidation. There’s nothing 
much left to tell you it was once a circuit, but if you’re a sentimental sod 
like me, then once you know what occurred you can’t help but look at 
everything through sepia spectacles, imagining ghostly grids. 

By midday we’ve retraced our steps past Rijeka and the Bentley’s 
big bluff grille is pointing south on the D8. Initially there are relatively 
frequent towns and villages that we have to slow for, but once we’re south 
of Senj the Continental really couldn’t wish for a better road. Fast, flowing 
and well surfaced, the tarmac constantly ducks in and out of the coastal 
headlands sweeping around inlets and coves. Sometimes the road seems 
to be cut into the rock halfway up a cliff, moments later you find you’ve 
descended almost to sea level, waves practically lapping at the asphalt. 

The V8 has been our engine choice for a Conti GT ever since it was 
introduced two years ago. Lovely though the big W12 is, the lighter V8 
improves agility noticeably and brings the whole package alive. The 
Continental never tacks through direction changes with the incisiveness 
of an out-and-out sports car, but good grief it can cover some ground. As 
long as you don’t ask too much of the front tyres on the way into a corner 
you can get on the power remarkably early thanks to the four-wheel drive 


and you’ll be fired out with a secure but definitely rear-biased attitude. 

Mile after mile we thunder south. Away from the motorways there 
don’t seem to be any speed cameras and traffic is sparse. What vehicles 
there are, the Bentley’s 5021b ft dispatches with the disdain of crumbs 
brushed from a tablecloth. With so little around, you get a sense of what it 
must have been like to do a big journey in the days when Benji and Woolf 
were racing against trains and throwing parties. We even have a slightly 
carefree attitude to our fuel consumption - not only are we cruising on 
just four cylinders whenever the engine is unstressed, but 100 octane fuel 
is only about 11 kunas a litre, with about 10 kunas to the British pound. 

Just once we venture inland up a switchbacking climb into the hills, 
but otherwise we stick to the D8 with our sights set on the city of Zadar, 
where we’re planning to overnight. As we get nearer, the sky is bruising 
darkly with a gathering storm and by the time I close the curtains in the 
hotel, the first big drops of rain are beginning to fall. 

THINGS HAVE ABATED A LITTLE BY THE MORNING BUT 

it’s clear we’re in for a rather wet and windy day. The D8 gets more 
populated between the cities of Zadar and Split, so we cut back onto 
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BENTLEY IN CROATIA 


the spookily quiet A1 motorway for a couple of hours’ 
cosseted, cruise- controlled comfort before heading back 
to the coast. The view as we approach the D8 again is the 
most spectacular yet and even with the stormy skies it looks 
stunning. The roads feel as slippery as you’d expect given 
that this is probably the first rain they’ve seen here for weeks 
or even months, and although the Bentley’s steering is a little 
lacking in feedback, you get the confidence to push on from 
the sheer traction that the car musters out of corners. 

Possibly because there was a VW factory across the border 
in Sarajevo, Croatia seems fascinated with early VW Golfs. 
This is an obsession shared by Aston. Much of Wednesday 
afternoon is spent playing Golf. Not the noble pastime 
presided over by the Royal and Ancient, but a new sport 
where Aston has to photograph every Mk2 Golf we pass. 
Such is the frequency of the angular hatchback that in days 
gone by when it was Fujifilm not memory cards, this would 
have been a game as expensive as donning plus fours and 
swiping at a Titleist. After a while it becomes a little tedious 
so the game evolves into me trying to spot upcoming Golfs 
before Aston does and then distracting him so he misses the 
photo. Such fun. 

As the scores rack up and the miles slip beneath the 
Bentley’s huge 21-inch wheels, the D8 quietly slips away 
from the coast a little and begins passing acres and acres of 
orange trees. They’re growing in serried ranks so vast that 
they look almost like paddy fields and provide yet another 
extraordinary view. All the while we have also been drawing 
inexorably closer to the trickiest part of our whole journey. 
Back in 1699 the Treaty of Karlowitz was signed at the 
conclusion of the Austro- Ottoman War and the Republic of 
Ragusa (where Dubrovnik sits) was separated from Dalmatia 
(which was owned by Venice) by a buffer of land. Several 
other wars and treaties came and went, but the end result is 
that modern-day Croatia exists in two non- contiguous parts 
and in order to reach our desired piece of road we need to 
cross through six miles of Bosnia. 

I’ve been a little wary of border crossings ever since I 
spent 18 tense hours trying to get a McLaren into Morocco 
a couple of years ago (evo 173). This could be worse. Croatia 
was accepted into the EU (after a little bit of sulking from 
Slovenia) in 2013. Bosnia, however, isn’t in the EU, which 
has made this border crossing one of the prime ways of 
smuggling stolen cars out of the EU. Obviously two slightly 
scruffy chaps in a £150,000 Bentley that isn’t theirs shouldn’t 
have any problems at all. . . 

Sure enough we get hauled over at the border and have to 
stand next to the car while four stern-looking uniforms open 
the whole car up and rifle through the paperwork. I’m getting 
a bit worried but then I remember I’ve got a copy of evo with 
me, and after showing that to them by way of explanation, 
everything improves markedly. Which is a relief. 

We don’t risk stopping in Bosnia and they seem happier 
to let us back into Croatia again on the other side, so just as 
the sun is setting an hour later, we roll across a spectacular 
suspension bridge into Dubrovnik. Walking into the fortified 
old city in search of pizza it feels like we’ve wandered onto 
a film set (I’ve never watched it, but apparently Game of 
Thrones is partly filmed here). It’s quite incredible. Although 
Dubrovnik was besieged for seven months in 1991 by the 
Yugoslav People’s Army and suffered significant damage 
from shelling, you’d never know. It feels like the perfect end 
to our journey. But there’s still one day left. . . 






Clockwise, from left: 

ferry across to the island 
of Korcula:drannatic 
sky crowns Dubrovnik: 
Bentley’s cabin helps 
Catchpole make light of the 
long journey: two scruffy 
blokes in someone else’s 
expensive Bentley meant a 
certain degree of hassle at 
the border with Bosnia 
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TECH ANALYSIS 


CYUNDERDEAaVATON 


As car makers chase fuel efficiency and 
lower emissions, performance brands 
need to be clever to find efficiency in 
high-capacity units. In its Continental 
V8 S, Bentley employs a technology called 
‘variable displacement’, which enables 
individual cylinders to be deactivated 
when only low power is demanded. 

It all boils down to pumping losses in 
large-capacity power units. When cruising, 
a driver only uses a small percentage of 
total power output, and this means the 
throttle plate is almost closed. In this 
situation, the engine has to work to draw 
air in, and the more cylinders there are 
doing this, the more losses you have. 

In this scenario, the Bentley system 



Above: beer and pizza 
in Dubrovnik. Above, 
right: Parrott’s passion 
for Golfs shared by 
Croatians. Right: 
warning of wild boars on 
Korcula didn’t deter our 
merry adventurers 


can move the camshafts across to profiles 
that close off the valves to four of the 
cylinders. The fuel injection and ignition on 
these cylinders are shut down too. 

Closing all the valves to a cylinder 
eliminates pumping losses on that 
cylinder as there are no gases going in 
or out. An air spring is created inside the 
cylinder, and while there is resistance 
as the piston compresses the gas on its 
upstroke, this is largely offset by the gas 
pushingthe piston on the downstroke. 

Meanwhile, the operating cylinders 
have to work less hard to draw in air, which 
increases the pressure in those cylinders, 
inherently improving efficiency. 

Michael Whiteley 




‘THE ROAD BEGINS TO 
RISE AND 30 SECONDS 
LATER I’M BREATHING 
A SIGH OF RELIEF. 
WE’VE FOUND IT’ 


JUST BEFORE 8.30 THE FOLLOWING MORNING I’M 

queuing outside a ticket office. We’re catching a ferry. All along the 
Dalmatian coast there are long thin islands running parallel to the 
mainland and we’re heading for one called Korcula. A ticket costs 
about £8 one way for the car and two adults and after a pleasant 
journey of about 15 minutes we’re deposited amongst a pounce of 
cats on Korcula. 

Two hours later there’s a slightly tense atmosphere in the car. Having 
driven the entire 29-mile length of the island and crossed its 4.8-mile 
width more than once, we haven’t found what we’re looking for. We 
have found some good roads (really good roads, in fact) but none of 
them are the road. It should be on the west of the island and there 
are only a finite number of roads to explore, but nothing looks right. 


Aston is beginning to think that we’ve travelled 1000 miles for pizza in 
Dubrovnik. I know the road that I’m looking for has a white line down 
the middle, so it’s out of pure exasperation that I try a single-track road 
through a vineyard. It has a sign warning of boars, so it sounds fun. 

Almost exactly a mile later a white line appears. At the same time, 
the road begins to rise and 30 seconds later I’m breathing a huge sigh 
of relief. We’ve found it. 

As we get ever higher, the road feels more and more precariously 
perched, but the view gets commensurately more impressive. At the 
top we park up, just as we did three days previously above Zagreb, and 
admire the vista. In the distance, almost lost in the haze, is the craggy 
grey silhouette of the island of Lastovo. Then comes the azure blue of 
the sea, sparkling in the sun. The hilly landscape rising steeply up out 
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of the Adriatic is covered in pine trees and the dark green contrasts 
wonderfully with the swimming pool- coloured water. And the only 
interruption in the dark green undulations around us is a thin white 
pinstripe where the road has been neatly scored into the hillside. 

We spend all day here and hardly see another soul. Such is the 
stillness that the Conti’s exhaust note bounces off the rock faces 
and can be heard echoing around the western side of the island. It 
seems extraordinary that the same country that provided the chilly 
foreboding of a Cold War spy novel at the start of our journey now 
has the ambience of, well, a Cold War spy novel, but the glamorous 
bit where they follow the villain to his island hideaway. All we need is 
some company so there can be a car chase. Something for the sequel, 
might I suggest. . . □ 


BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT V8 S 


Engine V8, 3933cc, twin-turbo C02 250g/km Power 521bhp 
@6000rpm Torque 5021b ft (5) ITOOrpm Transmission 
Eight-speed auto, four-wheei drive Front suspension Doubie 
wishbones, coii springs, adaptive dampers, anti-roii bar Rear 
suspension Muiti-iink, adaptive dampers, anti-roii bar Brakes 
Carbon-ceramic discs, 420mm front, 356mm rear Wheeis 21in 
front and rear (option) Tyres 275/35 ZR21 front and rear Weight 
2220kg Power-to-weight 238bhp/ton 0-62mph 4.5sec 
(ciaimed) Top speed 192mph (ciaimed) Basic price £146,000 


evo rating: 
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INTRODUCTION by DAN PROSSER 


PHOTOGRAPHY by DREW GIBSON 


Sunday morning. 

Must be quarter to 11. Fm six or seven laps into my first 
ever stint in a racing car. The tyres have started to warm 
through. Fm setding into a rhythm around Anglesey 
Circuit, but in my peripheral vision I can see a yellow fiag 
waving. The safety car is out. Nobody has spun. Nobody 
has crashed. I slow down and join the snake of cars. We 
turn hard left into the pitlane. I drive past my team’s 
garage and on past a piano. Past a male voice choir. 
Twenty of them, in green blazers and gold ties. This is 
unusual. This can only be the Race of Remembrance. 

THURSDAY EVENING 


JAMES CAMERON, Race of Remembrance organiser and Mission 
Motor sport founder 

Bloody hell, this is really happening. The weather is appalling, but Fm sat 
at my laptop in the circuit office tapping out a press release ahead of the 
race weekend. It all started nine months ago. Christopher Bibb, Anglesey’s 
circuit manager, is one of those guys who ‘gets’ Mission Motorsport’s use of 
stimulating motorsport to help those who have fallen in the line of service, 
and he’d offered a weekend event. How exactly that became a full race 
weekend, with testing, supercar and drift car rides, an eight-hour race, a 
20-minute remembrance service, a dinner, an FI car demonstration and 
Radio Le Mans covering the race - a global audience. I’m not quite 
ft :<S:tain. But l am sure Chris must have questioned his sanity at times. 

The man in the know is Jon Earp, an ex-military helicopter pilot who now 
flies the North Wales Air Ambulance. When he’s not dodging mountains in 
the clouds, he’s been Mission Motorsport’s man on the ground, organising 
the ra^ qnd domg one hell of a job, made apparent by a packed paddock, 
24 raoflftars and^Io^e to 100 drivers on the entry list. I just hope this foul 
weather clears. 


DAN PROSSER, evo road tester and racing debutant 


I’ve driven Anglesey Circuit’s short access road countless times before, but 
never with this unwelcome sense of trepidation. The sun has long since set 
on north Wales and a thick mist swirls around the paddock in the blustering 
wind. The rain - inevitably, rain - is gentle, but it falls so persistently that 
it gives the impression of never stopping. I was already nervous about 
making my racing debut, but in these hostile, bleak conditions there’s a 
cowardly part of me that just wants to turn right around and go home. 

I’ve been desperate to get myself onto a race grid for years now, but with 
that very moment right around the corner I suddenly feel out of my depth. 
The one thing keeping me going is my familiarity with the circuit. I’ve 
been testing road cars here for years, so I know the place inside out. 

I’m entered in one of two Jota-built Mazda MX-5s. Jim assures me that 
the car is friendly and benign, but as I try the bucket seat for size I find 
myself intimidated. It’s to do with the race harness, the Alcantara steering 
wheel, the bank of switches, the tightly fitting roll-cage. They’re reminders 
that this definitely isn’t a road car; that this is unfamiliar territory for me. 

I’m sharing the no. 76 MX-5 with Richard Parks - a TV presenter. I’m 
told - race organiser Jon Earp, and professional driver Calum Lockie. I’m 
looking forward to meeting them all tomorrow. To a soundtrack of lashing 
rain and howling wind, sleep comes in fits and starts that night. 


FRIDAY 


JAMES CAMERON 


Come Friday morning the sun has broken through. We’ve fielded a team 
of blokes and girls supporting six Mission Motorsport racers, ranging from 
the likes of 24-hour race veteran Gary Dunning, through to two novices, 
fresh from their ARDS tests. Rookie Lance Corporal Dave Wilkins has 
been working hard all day to learn the circuit during testing, but he’s 
looking less than confident as dusk stops play. 

We’ve got a TV crew with us this weekend. They’re shooting a 
documentary as former Welsh rugby international Richard Parks makes 
his race debut. He also looks uncertain. The man has stood on all three 
poles and the summit of the highest mountain on each of the seven 
continents, but learning a new car, circuit and sport in such a compressed 
timescale is challenging even him. By Friday afternoon, he’s out of time. 
Qualifying is tomorrow. Richard comes to find me and he doesn’t look 
happy: ‘I need help, mate.’ 

Christopher Bibb hands us the keys to the circuit in the dark, and we 
leave the pitlane three-up in a support car. Its adaptive headlights steer 
into each bend, helping me to point out the kerbs. We talk through five 
laps slowly, me speaking less as Dave and Richard take over commentary, 
committing the mantra to memory. Detail done, we do two laps at a proper 
tempo. There are some expletives from the passenger seat and giggling 
from Dave in the back. Fun, but it has helped. I hope. 


Below: our man Prosser (in red jacket) listens 
as race organiser and Mission Motorsport boss, 
Major James Cameron, offers advice. Top right: 
heavy rain during qualifying. Bottom right: final 
preparation in Mission’s busy pit garage 



DAN PROSSER 


The weather is better this morning, but my nerves are no calmer. I’m 
introduced to my team-mates and the crew of the sister car. It’s hard not 
to feel intimidated in their company - Richard has climbed Everest; Jon 
flew helicopters in the military; Calum is a former British GT champion. 
Mike Courts and Davie Birrell, half of the crew of the no. 75 Jota car, each 
served in the army and suffered life- changing injuries (Mike survived 
three helicopter crashes while Davie lost both legs below the knee) but 
they’ve cast aside their scars of conflict and are here to race. I introduce 
myself as the bloke who writes about cars. 

Just before midday I settle into the MX-5, try to gather my thoughts, and 
head out for my first few practice laps. I have visions of causing a pile-up, 
of getting mugged left, right and centre by quicker drivers. 

But I don’t crash. I’m not a roadblock. With a handful of laps and an 
overtake or two beneath my belt, I head back into the pitlane. My anxieties 
float away like smoke in the wind. After my second stint later in the day - 
20 or so laps - I’ve completely fallen for motor racing and all its joys. 



RACE OF REMEMBRANCE 



SATURDAY 


JAMES CAMERON 


Qualifying starts in light rain. We’ve got six servicemen racing this 
weekend in various cars. Two of them - Mike Courts and Davie Birrell - are 
in the no. 75 Jota MX-5, which I’m sharing with them. Mike has had a great 
first season in the Scottish BMW Compact Cup, while Davie wasn’t held up 
by his prosthetic legs on his way to third in the Max5 Championship. 

The rain intensifies. The six Mission Motorsport blokes are dotted along 
the pitlane in various cars and teams, so I flit between them, coaching, 
cajoling, encouraging and warning them in equal measure. I spare a 
moment with Dan, who was doing his best to look cool, but my teasing is 
cut short by Davie bringing the car back into the pits. He’s done well. And 
I’m next man out. 

The Jota-prepared car feels like an old friend despite the torrential rain. 
I’ve raced one through the night at Silverstone in 2011, and former FI driver 
Mike Wilds and I also put the car on the Britcar podium at Brands Hatch. 
I’m not going to set any records today, though, so I cautiously complete 
the three laps required to qualify and retire to the pitlane. Despite the 
downpour, all the cars and all six blokes get through qualifying. The relief 
is immense and there are wall-to-wall grins, banter and several outright 
lies being told. Things are looking good for tomorrow’s race. 




DAN PROSSER 

Here comes the rain. The first qualifying session was damp, but as I pull on 
my balaclava ahead of my session, the rain starts to fall with conviction. 
Marino Franchitti is here to offer his advice and he seems to spot my 
uncertainty. A few calming words of wisdom help to focus my thoughts as 
I head for the assembly area. 

I pull onto the circuit behind a gaggle of MX-5s. I’ve got my windscreen 
wipers fully lit to try clearing the spray, but all I can see is the dim red 
lights of the car immediately ahead of me. I follow the little glowing bulbs 
through the first few corners, but I’ve clearly got more pace on these 
Dunlop wet race tyres. 

I pass the first car on the back straight, then slip by another. A couple 
more drop behind in the braking zone at Rocket, the tight left-hander at 
the top of the hill. The track ahead is clear. 

I feel like I’ve got almost as much grip in this persistent rain as I did 
in the dry yesterday. I take the same lines; brake in the same places. I’m 
overcome by a competitive instinct that I’ve never known before. Nothing 
comes by and I string together a handful of clean laps. On the llOmph 
approach to Rocket, though, I hit a river and almost drop the car. It tempers 
my commitment for the rest of the session. 

On pulling into the pits Calum leans in to tell me I’m third fastest. 
Seriously?! I’m the quickest MX-5 by a second. Yeah, so I probably had an 
advantage on those trick Dunlops, but nobody’s dragging me down from 
the clouds for the rest of the day. We’ll start the race from the second row. 
Is a podium in sight? 
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SUNDAY MORNING 


JAMES CAMERON 


I’ve refused to look at the weather forecast for days now, but on the 
morning of the race the sun is shining and I dare take a peak. Unbelievably 
it looks dry, so at the last moment we get Mike out on slicks for the start 
of the race. It’s a fantastic development opportunity for him. As long as 
he can manage to get heat into them from a rolling start on a cold, greasy 
track, that is. Without heat, they’re lethal. 

I needn’t have worried. He manages the frustration of initially losing 
ground to those around him, and by lap five he’s scything through the 
field, times dropping as the grip comes. He hands over to Davie, tyres still 
in good condition after a great hour-long stint, and I’m distracted from 
Radio Le Mans commentary duties by Dave Wilkins’ first ever racing laps. 

There are some real battles out there on the track, and the lads are 
getting stuck in. At one point there are six assorted Mission Motorsport 
cars battling away within a few seconds of each other. Watching them 
arrive three abreast into the Corkscrew isn’t doing my nerves any good, 
so I wander off for a brew, and to contemplate a career change. The no. 75 
car is up to third overall. 


Left and top right: remembrance service interrupts 
the race and is a poignant, powerful occasion. Below 
left: Prosser shares car no. 76, but the MX-5 spent 
too long on wets to be as competitive as it might 
have been. Right: Prosser in contemplative mood. 
Note tube to get extra cooling into the cabin 




DAN PROSSER 



I turn into the fast left-hander at the end of the pit straight. The very first 
corner of my first ever flying lap in an actual race. The front end washes 
well wide of the apex. I’ve carried far too much speed. I rattle over the exit 
kerb and onto the muddy grass. I’m expecting the car to snap violently, to 
fire me back onto the circuit and cause a massive pile-up in the single most 
ignominious maiden racing lap on record. The car stays straight. I gently 
steer back onto the circuit, brake early for the banked hairpin and feel for 
grip. Deep breath. Carry on. 

I let the tyres warm through over the next couple of laps - we’re still 
on the Dunlop wets despite the dry conditions because we’re saving our 
single set of slicks for the second half of the race - and try to settle into a 
rhythm. Within a few laps the safety car is out. The pitlane. Piano. Male 
voice choir. The Remembrance Service. Within minutes of tearing around 
Britain’s most beautiful racetrack, thinking of nothing more than braking 
points and racing lines. I’m quietly mumbling along to ‘O God, Our Help in 
Ages Past’, listening to a verse from the Gospel of John and observing the 
most moving two minutes’ silence I am ever likely to experience. 

It’s a head- spinning change of cadence. Racing one minute, the next 
paying my respects to all those service men and women who have lost 
their lives in conflict over the past 100 years. With a rousing rendition of 
the national anthem the service draws to a close. All around me cheeks are 
padded dry and lumps in throats are swallowed. Engines fire. I fall back 
into the Mazda’s bucket seat and attempt to find my composure for the 40- 
lap stint that lies ahead. 
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


JAMES CAMERON 


Our hopes for a high finish for the no. 75 car are dashed by a power 
steering component failure. The pit crew, led by Falklands veteran Tony 
Compson, springs into action. The documentary team is fascinated by the 
sight of a road car being pulled apart by the mechanics hunting for parts. 
It’s some time before the director realises that it’s his own press car being 
cannibalised in the name of racing. 

There are barked knuckles, cheers and grins as no. 75 makes its 
way back onto the track, steered by our fourth man. Radio Le Mans 
commentator John Hindhaugh. Things still aren’t right, though, and as 
the shadows lengthen in the pitlane we resolve to park the car until the 
closing stages of the race. Davie heads out on the last lap to take the car 
across the line. He does so to huge applause. Dave Wilkins and his team- 
mates finish in 19th position. 

We’ve done it. It may have been ridiculously ambitious, but the team has 
pulled it off. It’s an amazing end to the season and the future of the event is 
secure. Significantly, it means we can do that service again. I never want 
to mark Remembrance Sunday in any other way. 



DAN PROSSER 


Not for us a strong result. With Calum at the wheel for the start of the 
race, our no. 76 car actually led for a few laps, but a handful of minor 
problems and our lack of pace on those wet tyres has cost us too much 
ground. Nonetheless, at the halfway mark we’re still on course to reach 
the chequered flag. 

Richard and Jon complete their first stints without any drama. We 
switched to our single set of slick tyres an hour ago and I’m desperate 
to try them as I prepare for my second stint. What a delight! The sticky 
rubber gives the car more bite on turn-in, better mid- corner grip and 
much improved traction on exit. I find two full seconds compared with my 
previous best lap time. 

Despite all that. I’m still running 1.8 seconds off Calum’s quickest time. I 
reckon there’s a tenth or two through the quick stuff and the same again on 
braking, but beyond that I’ve just got no idea where the lap time is. I later 
realise that it’s all about finesse - half a tenth on every turn-in and half a 
tenth on every exit; perfecting lines and honing technique. It’s tempting to 
think of the very quickest drivers as fearless madmen, but it now seems to 
me that they’re more like flawless driving technicians. 

This Jota MX-5 has balance to burn. It’s so approachable and so 
communicative. If going wheel-to-wheel with another car - and coming 
out on top - isn’t the best feeling in all of motoring, I don’t know what is. 

My pit board signals the end of my second stint and the end of my 
race. It’s a relief to hand the car over to Richard without any damage 
or indiscretions to my name. He drives smartly for the final 20 laps to 
consolidate 13th overall and fifth in class. 

I’m gutted for the no. 75 crew and their lost running, but my high lasts 
until bedtime. What an enormous privilege to get my first taste of racing 
on such a remarkable occasion. 

With special thanks to James Cameron, Jon Earp, Calum Lockie, Melindi 
Scott, Tony Compson and everybody at Mission Motorsport, Anglesey Circuit 
and Brynteg Holiday Park. 
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Quicksilver^. 

EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


For the World’s Finest Cars 



100/1 OQ iri I 304 grade Stainless steel (also available in TITANIUM ultralight) SPORT 

lyy4 Vo McLaren r l | Rear section. #M loo it 


1973-76 Ferrari 365 GT4 BB 

304 grade Stainless Steel SPORT System inc. 

Manifolds. #FE043S, #FE042. 





2005-11 Bugatti Veyron 16.4 
304 grade Stainless Steel SPORT System (TITA- 
NIUM Ultralight also available). #BG164T. 



1 97 1 -74 Jaguar E Type Series 3 V 1 2 

304 grade Stainless Steel SPORT system NFP. 

#JR022 



1974-88 Lamborghini Countach 

304 grade Stainless Steel SPORT System. 

#LM028S. 



2008-1 1 Porsche 91 1 GT2 inc. RS 
TITANIUM Ultralight SPORT System (2.8 kilos 
6lbs).#PS192T. 



2001-08 Aston Martin Vanquish inc. S 
TITANIUM Ultralight SPORT System (9.8 kgs ~ 
lbs).#AS551T. 



Over 3000 exhaust systems availa ble 


quicksilverexhausts.comi | |info(%quicksilverexhausts.com| | +44 (0) 1428 687722 



evo Subscription Offer 


Your 


flashlight 


The chances of being stranded 


shorter, and a flashlight can mean 
the difference between get ting 
going or being left at the roadside. 

Don’t get left in the dazlc when 
you break down this winter - 
pop this handy flashlig ht in the 
glovebox or boot of your car. 

Get yours FREE if you buy ^ 

Slssuesofeifllfor just£5! ^ 








Your Great Deal 

• Your hrst 5 issues for just £5 then 
save a forther 11% on the shop price 

• HtEE flashlight 

• Get ejcdusiveTOllectors’ edition covers 

• PlXJSp^ only 83p more per month 
if you add the NEW DIGITAL edition 
to your subscription 






PRINT 

Quote offer code 

D1501P 

when you call or 
order online 

OrderSIssuesfor £5, 
then cofitiniie for Just £23.99 
every 6 issues by Direct Debit 


PRINT + DIGITAL 

Quote offer code — 

D1501B ^ 

when you call or 
order online 


Order 5 issues for £5, then continue 
yoursubscription for just £28.99 
every 6 issues by Direct Debit 





evo Subscription Offer 



FLASHLIGHT 



ORDERIN 




whenyou get 5 issues ofemfor £5 


USA Call 1-866-622-5138 or visit wvm.lmsriew5.com/evo 

Rest of tile World Call •(•441795 592 908 or visit wvnvxlennl8iTiegs.aiLUk/evo 


Quoting for print only edition or quoting for Priitt'^-Digrtai edition 


Visit de^ismags.co.uk/evo 

OR CALL O 844 0039 






From M4 to McLaren, evo’s Fast Fleet is 
the biggest and most comprehensive long-term 
section in the business. This month... 


BMWM4 

by Dan Prosser _ 

Road tester l!l^ 

SKODA OCTAVIAvRS 

by Dean Smith 

Photographer 

VAUXHALLCORSAVXR 

by Dan Prosser 

Road tester 

PORSCHE 911 3.0 SC 

byNickTrott 

Editor 

Can the latest version of the 
entry-level M-car worm its way 
further into our affections with 
a long-term test? 

It’s got a sunroof and wears 
a bike rack - two things that 
usually make Smith happy. So 
why the sad face? 

Hill climbs, track outings, timed 
laps by every member of the 
evo team... Prosser looks back 
on six busy months for the VXR. 

More details on the air-cooled 
91Ts underbody overhaul - and 
why Trott reckons it was worth 
every penny. 








KIA PROCEED GT 

byNickTrott 

Editor 

VWGOLFGTI 

by Sam Riley 

Film-maker 

AUDI R8V10 PLUS 

by Richard Meaden 

Contributing editor 

SEAT LEON CUPRA 

by ian Eveieigh 

Production editor 

The Proceed has become a 
photographers’ favourite after 
playing an important role at 
last month’s eCoty test. 

Chasing a LaFerrari through 

Wales is all in a day’s work for 
our film-maker’s Volkswagen 
hot hatch. 

Meaden’s keeping a tight grip 
on the Audi’s key, and with 
good reason - this car is just 
getting better and better. 

Wet roads, front-wheel drive 
and 276bhp sounds like a recipe 
for a miserable winter. Can the 
Cupra defy expectations? 





FORD FIESTA ST 

by Henry Catchpole 

Features editor 

RENAULT CLI0 182 

by Sam Sheehan 

Staff writer 

MCLAREN 12C SPIDER 

bySSO 

Contributor 

Also on the evo fleet; 

Ferrari 458 Italia, 

Toyota Celica GT-Four, 
Lamborghini Murcielago, 
Mazda MX-5Mk2, 

Ford Escort RS2000, 
Porsche 996 Carrera, 
Peugeot 106 Rallye, 

Nissan GT-R, BMW 2002 

The ST gets put to the test on 
one of Catchpole’s favourite 
routes, then makes the M6 Toll 
unexpectedly interesting. 

With its engine back to full 
health, the Clio’s brakes have 
been drawing attention to 
themselves... 

Can you really use a 616bhp 
supercar as a daily-driver? So 
far the Secret Supercar Owner 
has no complaints. 


0 |fastfleet@evo.co.uir| 0 ©evomagazine O|www.tacebook.com/evomagazine| 
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m l THINK IT’S faipio§ay the 
new BMW l\/13/i^4 pairing 
_has'met with a mi^cL, 
receptioi^™ within these pag^. 
In the summer (evo 199) we pitched 
the two-door modei up against 
the very best sports coupes on 
saie at the moment, inciuding the 
Porsche 911 and Jaguar F-type, and 
found it to be a worthy, if imperfect, 
competitor. 

In late September, the four-door 
M3 represented the breed at evo 
Car of the Year in the Scottish 
Borders.-ln, the con^ny of 2014’s 
most ifpjjressive p^ormance cars 
on those tricky unduiating roads - 
not to mention in the rain and mist 
- tRe'BMW fared iess weii. In fact it 
was voted into ninth position of ten 
cars, oniy getting the better of the 
Audi SI in the finai reckoning. 

Cieariy, this was a car we were 


going to want to spend more time 
with. Was that M3 simpiy hobbied 
by its aggressive Micheiin Piiot 
Super Sport rubber up in Scotiand, 
or is the chassis fiawed in a more 
fundamentai way? This MlherafCrey 
M4 has joined the Fast Fleet for the 
next few months, giving us eve;^ 
^lap^rtunity to get to the bo^ofh ot'" 
the matter. But iptl^not be t^d prg-‘ ? 
faced about this; I’m goingt^ave a. 

right oid-gigglerunijingarouhd^jrM , 

425bhp sports coupe this win^r!^^^ 
I picked the M4 over the M3 for 
the simpie h&asDn that, to my eye, 
the coupe iooks much more spfi|jal 
than the saioon. Seem^l’m the oniy 
one in the office who tTiinks so! That 
grey paintwork and the dark v^heeis 
give the M4 a reai menace, but 
I’m pleased it has the vibrant Sakhir 
Orange uphoistery to stop it from 
being too monochrome. Right down 






to the carbon interior trim and ‘biack 
chrome’ highiights, I think the spec 
is absoiuteiy spot-on. 

I have every intention of using the 
M4 on track at every opportunity 
- if oniy because it has so much 
performance that the circuit reaiiy 
IS the only jDiace where it can be 
■ jffp|chedtj,ght out - so the M 
r^Frbop^e.r'afTiic Brakes are a very 
^:^5^efcditife additiolT i wiii try to offer 
’■ '.idrj^e sort ofiobjectfve verdict on 
t^f^^, b)ft|ff^way,|iven that at 
th^^Stmore than 10 per 
;^onf of^Jdar’s basic iist price... 

Cos^edwiththejdubie-ciutc^ 
traSs^r^^^tfi^fesJ aM a few 
othe/ bjts and pLe^'s.- W-\^Snear 
as make&.rib ditf^^K^i^i)J)0 
car. Thefe’s no c' 
of performan'ce.it rdtur^ 

"outiay, but we’iifindc 
driving experience jiijt^'s th^ura; 


of money given the quaiity of the 
tackie out there at this price point. 

Onapersonai ievei I’m also 
looking forward to iiving with a 
paddieshift car, having oniy ever 
used manuais in my day-to-day iife. I 
think I have more time for two-pedai 
cars than some of my coiieagues, 
but time wiii teii if the iack of a third 
pedai and a stick erodes some of 
that aii-important interaction and 
engagement in the iong term. 

This’ii aiso be the first time I’ve 
lived with a sub-25mpg car. Erm, 
Nick, about that pay rise... □ 

Dan Prosser 
(@TheDanProsser) 

Date a cquired October 2014 

Total mileage 4389 


Mileage this month 


Costs this month 


mpg this month 


0 J‘ 


Skoda Octavia vRS 




Skoda Octavia vRS 


Photographer Smith loves a good sunroof - but not 
when it’s combined with a bike rack. Pass the earplugs... 


m JUST LIKE MARMITE, it 
seems that we drivers 
either love sunroofs or 
hate them. There is simply no middle 
ground. Those that hate them see 
them as utterly pointless, begrudge 
the extra weight in the wrong place 
and moan about how they’re just 
another thing to break. 

I, however, am not ashamed to 
state that I stand in the ‘love’ corner. 

I like how they can brighten up a 
dark interior, I like how the modern 
‘panoramic’ sunroofs look and I 
am quite taken with the light draft 
tickling my follically sparse head 
when they’re set to ‘tilt’. I am also 
never going to notice that extra 
weight when I’m stuck in yet another 
monster traffic jam on the I\/I25, 
caused by some berk who can’t keep 
their car between the white lines 
because they’re too busy hash- 
tagging retro-style pictures of their 
lunch, or whatever it is these young 


people do these days (you can find 


me on Instagram here: |instagram. 
|com/deanphotoD . 

I’ve never given any thought 
to using roof bars with a sunroof 
before, though. Why would I? As 
long as the sunroof still opens 
there shouldn’t be any issues, 
right? Perhaps if it’s rained and 
you have a muddy bike on the roof 
you’ll get some grubby streaks on 
the sunroof, but I can deal with 
that. So who would have thought 
that driving above ISmph with a 
bike rack and sunroof combination 
would be like driving with a 
Capuchin monkey on your shoulder 
screaming into a harmonica? 

And that’s no exaggeration. The 
whistling from the rack that pierces 
through the sunroof is completely 
unbearable over 45mph. 

Being the clever people that 
Skoda are, the roof bars are quick 
release (once unlocked) and easy 


to install and take off. The only 
problem is storing them once you 
have taken them off. Living in a flat 
doesn’t help, and they’ve already 
been shooed out of the spare room 
(aka ‘the garage’) by my long- 
suffering wife. I have found that 
they will, with a little bit of yoga 
from myself, fit over the rear seats 
thanks to the generous leg space 
and large rear-door apertures. But 
this is not exactly convenient when 
you have to taxi around more than 
one passenger. 

The solution to all of this is, of 
course, to order the vRS hatch’s 
bigger and better-looking brother, 
thevRS Estate. □ 

Dean Smith (@evoDeanSmith) 

Date acquired September 2014 

Total mileage 4346 

Mileage this month 2941 

Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 29.7 


m l THINK IT’S a measure of 
how much the Corsa VXR 
Clubsport worked its way 
into my affections - and how it was 
perceived by others - that I spent 
rather a lot of time defending it. I 
guess most people just don’t expect 
the hot version of Vauxhall’s eight- 
year-old Corsa to be terribly good. 
Actually, there were times when it 
was nothing short of brilliant. 

MBV arrived in spring, just a few 
weeks after I started at evo. As a 
blinkered performance car nut I’ve 
got no particular affinity for the 
common or garden Vauxhall Corsa. 

In fact, it barely even registers. I 
have to say, though, judged on looks 
alone I think Vauxhall did as good a 
job as anybody else in this sector of 
the market in turning a plain little 
hatchback into a snarling pocket 
rocket. In Asteroid Grey, with dark 
alloys, smoked rear lights, tinted 
windows and aggressive bumpers, 
the VXR Clubsport’s styling is 
absolutely on the money. 

That Clubsport moniker did 
promise a lot. I had briefly hoped 
for bucket seats, harnesses, a half 
cage and cup tyres, but in truth the 
Clubsport is little different to the 
Nurburgring model that preceded 
it. It’s no stripped-out, track-ready 
special, then, but with Bilstein 
dampers, Brembo brakes, a Drexler 
limited-slip diff and Recaro seats it 
did at least have all the right kit. 

I can vividly remember one 
particular day with the Clubsport 
that perfectly highlighted the car’s 
strengths... and its weaknesses. 

It began with an early start In 
Northampton to reach Gurston 
Down hill climb, near Salisbury, 100 
or so miles away, for 9am. The dated 
satnav got me there, but not without 
a few wrong turns along the way (the 
little screen makes the map quite 
tricky to read on the go). The short 
wheelbase and stiff suspension 
made for a pretty choppy ride. Add 
to that the short gearing, noisy cabin 
and firm seats and it should be no 
great surprise to learn that the VXR 
was not suited to long journeys. Just 
south of the M4 my back started to 
cry in protest, so it was a relief to 
eventually reach Gurston Down. 

Any moans about backache and 
ride quality were quickly forgotten 
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Vauxhall Corsa VXR Clubsport 



Vauxhall Corsa VXR Clubsport 

After six tough months on our fleet, the feisty 202bhp 
hatch has left us. Prosser recalls the highs and lows 



as I signed on and taped a set of 
numbers to the windows. What 
followed over the next few hours 
was undoubtedly the highlight of 
my six months with MBV. During the 
warmer months Gurston Down runs 
school days for hill climb novices. 

A few dozen of us turned up in our 
road cars, nervously walked the 
fiendishly narrow course (each of us 
silently wondering which grass bank 
we’d shortly be driving into), before 
strapping on a helmet and pulling up 
to the start line. 

The first couple of hundred 
metres of the course is downhill, 
leading into a long left-hander. In the 
Corsa the entry to that left-hander is 
right at the top of fourth gear, which 
feels horribly quick. Get the line just 
right and it’s also flat, if you’ve got 
the minerals. Which I didn’t. 

Long story short, the VXR was 
absolutely superb at Gurston Down. 
In the company of Porsches and 


TVRs it was one of the quickest cars 
up the hill. Every single instructor 
commented on how rapid the thing 
looked into and out of corners. I 
had so much fun that it took until 
two-thirds of the way home for me 
to grow tired of the Corsa’s bruising 
long-distance manners again. 

That’s the VXR Clubsport in a 
nutshell. It’s superb on track (as the 
whole evo team discovered during 
our Fast Fleet away day at Blyton 
Park) or on the right road, but it 
doesn’t have the depth of ability 
to back that up with some big-car 
refinement and useability, which the 
Ford Fiesta ST absolutely does. 

Given that I tend to cover quite 
a lot of motorway miles, it was the 
Clubsport’s rather narrow comfort 
zone that ultimately stopped me 
falling for it entirely. It must be said 
that despite the thrashing we gave it 
between us over the past six months 
it never missed. With the help of my 


colleagues I did smoke the original 
Continentals in just a few thousand 
miles, but that’s to be expected 
given it was used on track often. 

What really does it for the VXR in 
my mind, however, is that the Fiesta 
ST is cheaper, even better to drive 
and much more broadly talented 
away from hill climbs and back 
roads. That being said, the sensation 
of that wonderful Drexlerdiffand 
2061 b ft of turbocharged torque 
hauling me through Gurston Down’s 
tight corners is one that will live with 
me for a long time yet. □ 

Dan Prosser (@TheDanProsser) 


Date acquired 

April 2014 

Duration of test 

6 months 

Totaitestmiieage 

9286 

Overaiimpg 

30.5 

Costs 

£601.96 (tyres) 

Purchase price 

£22,400 

Trade-in vaiue 

£14,875 

Depreciation 

£7525 


Above: Clubsport relished 
track work, thanks partly 
to itsBilsteindannpers 
(bottonn). Below: 
aggressive VXR bodywork 
was a hit with Prosser 
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Porsche 911 3.0 SC 




Porsche 

911 3.0 SC 


It’s a good job values of classic 911s are soaring, as 
the SC continues to dig deep Into Mr Trott’s pockets 


m IF YOU READ last month's 
report, you’ll know that 
the kids are sweeping 
chimneys to put dinner on the 
tabie after i spent way more than 
i budgeted overhauiing my oid 
911’s undercrackers. Over the next 
few months i’ii detaii each area of 
renovation - the Biistein dampers, 
the engine service, the LumeTechnik 
LED iights and the various other 
items that resuited in a four-page 
biii. But iet’s kick off with the bushes. 

My SC has had aii of its rubber 
bushes repiaced with Powerfiex 
poiyurethane items. The fuii iist 
iooks iike this: 4 x front wishbone 
inner bushes, 4 x front anti-roii bar 
bushes, 1 X steering coiumn bearing 
support bush, 2 X rear traiiing arm 
inner bushes, 2 x rear traiiing arm 
support bushes, 4 x rear traiiing arm 
support piate bushes, 2 x rear anti- 
roii bar bushes, 2 x engine mount 


bushes and 2 x gearbox mount 
bushes. Totai cost: £397.98. 

Why spend aii this money on smaii 
purpie piasticky donuts you (and my 
wife) may ask? Weii, poiyurethane 
bushes don’t degrade iike rubber 
and they enabie your suspension to 
work more efficientiy by controiiing 
unwanted fiex. Pius, i fitted a set of 
Powerfiex bushes to my AX GT in 
the ’90s and fondiy remember the 
increased agiiity, sharper steering, 
and overaii ‘tightness’ of the chassis, 
i wanted the same for my 911. 

The originai bushes were over 30 
years oid and ‘iooked it’ according 
to Oiiie at Porsche speciaiist RPM 
Technik. inevitabiy, it was aiso 
discovered that my car needed top 
mounts, baii joints, track rod ends, 
an anti-roii bar drop iink, rear wheei 
bearings and a whoie bunch of stuff 
that i’m stiii in deniai about. 

interestingiy, if you have 


knackered spring piate bushes you 
can’t buy individuai repiacements 
from Porsche - you have to buy 
the whoie spring piate assembiy at 
£396 (£792 the pair), instead, RPM 
reconditioned and re-zinced both my 
existing spring piates, then fitted the 
Powerfiex bushes, for £414 aii-in. 

The engine and gearbox are 
now cushioned by four shiny new 
purpie bushes. Oiiie warned that 
some 911 owners regret fitting these 
poiyurethane bushes because they 
introduce more vibrations into the 
bodysheii. But i decided to go for it - 
this is a key area in which drivetrain 
movement can be tamed, and the 
whoie car shakes and fizzes anyway! 

Three hundred miies iater i’m in 
no doubt i made the right caii. The 
steering is more responsive and i 
can ‘read’ the road surface much 
better. Cornering hard, the car has 
greater controi over its mass: under 


braking there’s increased stabiiity. i’ii 
taik about the Biistein dampers next 
month, because they’re aiding the 
renewed focus in the car’s chassis. 

i bought a 911 with an engine 
as strong as it was when new - 
so it performs iike it did in 1982. 

And i bought a 911 that appears 
to have jumped straight out of a 
brochure - so it iooks as good as it 
did in 1982. Yet it’s aiways niggied 
me that with 32-year-oid bushes, 
shonky dampers and assorted worn 
bearings, mounts, iinks, etc, that 
it was never going to feei iike an 
authentic G-series 911 from 1982. it 
does now. □ 

Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott) 

Date acquired March 2014 

Total mileage 90,077 

Mileage this month 334 

Costs this month £3098.60 

mpg this month n/a 
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Kia Proceed GT 


Kia Proceed GT 

The Korean’s dynamics 
and practicality shone on 
this year’s eCoty 

m IT’S BEEN ANOTHER 
intense month for the 
Kia. Staff photographer 
Aston Parrott continues to hog 
the keys, preferring the car for his 
numerous airport runs and iong- 
distance schieps, and ace freeiance 
photographer Gus Gregory used it 
for the iong drive up to the Borders 
for eCoty iast month. Indeed, eCoty 
was largely supported by Kia - we 
used my GT, a Proceed diesel and a 
Sorento as our support vehicles and 
all performed extremely well. 

The Proceed GT, once again. 


VW Golf GTI 

Chasing a LaFerrari: just 
one of the GTI’s chores 
this month 

□ IT’S BEEN A fairly awesome 
few months with the Golf, 
racking up some great 
drives. With evo Car of the Year and 
Track Car of the Year (coming soon!), 
an epic drive around Scotland, and a 
visit to the evo Triangle, you’d think 
the GTI would have peaked and the 
highs couldn’t get any higher... 

Well that was until the LaFerrari 
V Enzo shoot (evo 203). Although 
a very short stint, the Golf had its 
Highlight Drive of the Year chasing 
Jethro in the LaFerrari through the 
Llanberis Pass and up to the foothills 
of Snowdon. It was amazing to see 
the LaFerrari move around through 



proved a brilliant chase car - punchy 
enough to stick with the eCoty 
convoys but comfortable and 
refined enough to swallow the long 
distances. Fuel consumption was 
pretty good, averaging 30mpg for 
general use (or mid-20s when you’re 
chasing a Ferrari Speciale). 

Everyone who drives it seems to 
agree - the GT is a stylish, well-built 
and refined hatch that needs a 
smidge more poke. In short, if Kia 
decides to make a quicker GT it 
would have a very good chance at 
making an eCoty shortlist. 


In terms of wear and tear, the 
GT has covered 12,000 (hard) miles 
but the paint still gleams, there are 
no rattles from the interior and the 
seats are as firm and as comfortable 
as ever. While we can’t prove it, 
there’s a sense that the car will feel 
just as fresh at 100,000. 

There is one faint squeak from 
the left-front brake that needs 
investigating. There remains plenty 
of meat on the pad, and the disc 
doesn’t look worn or scored, so we 
will keep an ear out. If it gets worse 
we’ll book it in for Kia to have a look. 



the twisty high-speed bends and 
then take off like a rocket down 
the straights. It dawned on me as I 
pushed the GTI to its limit that this 
little game of cat and mouse, with 
two cars from opposite ends of the 
evo spectrum, defined the notion 
behind the Thrill of Driving. 

I felt utterly confident wringing 
the neck of the GTI knowing exactly 


how it would react to every input. 
Given the chance to try the LaFerrari, 
I probably would have driven it like a 
granny for fear of wrapping it around 
a telegraph pole. 

All this recent dynamic driving 
got me thinking about the driving 
modes of the GTI. I’ve experimented 
with them all, but I have settled on 
the following. Through the Individual 



The Proceed GT is taking whatever 
we throw at it, and coming back for 
more. Even its Michelin Pilot Sport 3s 
are lasting well - 6.3mm of tread 
remains on the rear, with 3.1 on the 
front. We’ll swap front to back soon, 
and expect to reach at least 18,000 
miles on the set - impressive. □ 
Nick Trott (@evoNickTrott) 

Date acquired May 2014 

Total mileage 12,202 

Mileage this month 1985 

Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 30.2 


Volkswagen Golf GTI 

set-up menu you can adjust the 
powertrain. Adaptive Chassis Control 
and steering separately. I have 
everything set to Sport but with 
the damping on Normal (its middle 
setting). This allows a little more 
lean in corners than you get with the 
very tied down feel of Sport, and the 
Golf’s excellent body control means 
that the extra pliancy can be used to 
great effect through bumpy corners. 

It really feels like the Mk? GTI is 
designed for UK roads as it performs 
so well on them. While there might 
not always be a supercar to follow, 
the GTI certainly seems set to serve 
up some more great British drives. □ 
Sam Riley (@samgriley) 

Date acquired January 2014 

Total mileage 18,140 

Mileage this month 5,176 

Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 30.3 
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SEAT Leon Cupra280 




S THE DARKER, WETTER 
months are now well and 
truly upon us. With your 
pace tempered by damp tarmac on 
your way in to work in the morning 
and then by the complete darkness 
on your way home in the evening, 
they can bring about a kind of 
driver’s seasonal affective disorder, 
especially if you’re in the wrong car. 

With the Cupra 280 putting 
276bhp and 2581b ft through just its 
front wheels, I had some concerns 
about how useable (or otherwise) 
it might be when the roads got 
greasy. Would it be banging into its 
traction control with frustrating 
regularity? Far from it, as it turns out. 
On slippery surfaces the traction 
control is really rather excellent. 

It will allow both front wheels to 
gently overspeed when exiting a 
corner, the limited-slip diff doing 
its thing and the car’s nose even 
washing fractionally wide. This 
means you can work the Cupra right 
on its limit of grip without annoying 
interference. It’s only when you get 
clumsy that the TC cuts in. Which is 
exactly how it should be. 

It’s taken me a while to feel 
comfortably tuned in to the Leon’s 


steering on wet roads, though. Being 
electrically assisted, like nearly all 
modern systems it’s low on feel, 
making it tricky to really know 
how much grip you’ve got to play 
with. Switching the steering to its 
lightest setting and adopting a more 
gentle hold on the wheel seems 
to help. I’ve also taken to knocking 
the suspension down to its softest 
setting when it’s wet in order to 
give the tyres the best chance of 
maximising the reduced grip levels. 
It’s a subtle difference, but it seems 
to work, and the increased roll also 
gives you a clearer picture of ‘where 
you’re at’ when cornering. 

As for the dark evenings, the 
Cupra’s full LED headlights do a fine 
job of illuminating the situation, 
being as bright as a decent set of 
xenons, but with a more even spread 
of light. OK, they’re not as bright as a 
row of rally-spec spotlights, but they 
consume a lot less energy. □ 

Ian Eveleigh 

Date acquired March 2014 

Total mileage 12,588 

Mileage this month 1686 

Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 31.1 


Audi R8V10 Plus 


Audi R8 VIO Plus 

Nearly 14,000 miles in, and Meaden’s still hanging on to 
the R8 - and it appears to be getting better with age 



THE R8 AND I are currently 
living on borrowed time. 

To be honest I thought 
the VIO Plus might have gone back 
by now, but you won’t find me 
complaining about its continued 
presence in my life. Frustratingly, a 
few work-related trips and a backlog 
of writing has meant I’ve not been 
making the most of my last few 
weeks of custodianship, but those 
miles I have done have unfailingly 
confirmed what a special car it is. 

In nearly 14,000 miles of everyday 
use, nothing (well, apart from the 
slow-witted satnav) has annoyed 
me or been found wanting. That’s 
quite an achievement given the 
inherent compromises of a mid- 
engined two-seater. 


It’s wearing extremely well, too; 
even the right-hand bolster of the 
driver’s seat has resisted abrasions 
from me sliding into the seat when 
parked in confined spaces. There’s 
a fine dusting of tiny scuffs on the 
alloy gearknob from contact with my 
wedding ring, and a few stone chips 
on the nose, but to me that’s patina, 
not wear: evidence of a car used as 
its maker intended. 

I also think the engine is getting 
stronger with miles. It’s something 
I began to sense a few thousand 
miles ago, and though it’s hard to 
be certain about these things, I’m 
convinced it’s revving even more 
sweetly and pulling a fraction harder 
when you really give it everything. 

I reckon the gearshift is a fraction 


sweeter, too, especially on cross- 
gate shifts. I’m not sure you’d notice 
such fractional improvements in a 
more automated, less analogue car, 
but the R8 is an extremely tactile 
machine and we’ve been pretty 
much inseparable since it arrived 
at the beginning of March. Indeed 
I’m not sure I’ve ever been more 
dialled in to a long-term test car than 


KY14 BKV. And right now it’s feeling 
better than ever.D 
Richard Meaden 
(@DickieMeaden) 

Date acquired March 2014 
Total mileage 13,699 

Mileage this month 879 

Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 18.1 
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THE POWER 



+10.2 HP/ 5200 rpm 
+16.0 Nm / 2A50 tpm 
-9 kg 


Enhance your car's performance and sound with an Akrapouic exhaust system. Increased horsepower and torque 
with reduced weight - the engineering magic behind the outstanding performance and unmistakable sound of 
Akrapovic lies in the use of supreme materials that provide optimum exhaust flow. Because we don't accept 
compromises when it comes to quality. 


To learn more about our exhaust systems and all the available features, please visit www.akrapovic.com 



RERahJ 

0845 68 09 342 info@peron-automotivG.co.uk | www.peron-automotjve.CD.uk 
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Ford Fiesta ST 




Ford 

Fiesta SP-* 


The 179bhp hot hatch gets the chance to tackle one of 
Catchpole’s favourite roads - and it doesn’t disappoint 


THE LIFE OF a long-termer 
is not necessarily a 
glamorous one. It’s the car 
that gets left in iong-stay at airports. 
It’s the car that trundles between 
the office and home in rush-hour 
traffic. It is the car that I piie bicycies 
and shopping into. The mark of 
the Fiesta’s briiiiance is that it’s a 
frabjous iittie thing even on these 
duii journeys. Aii it takes is a haif- 


decent corner or a vagueiy empty 
roundabout and it summons a smiie. 

However, iast month URN had 
a trip to north Waies. It must have 
seemed like a hoiiday and it certainiy 
seemed to enjoy it. The Waies Raiiy 
GB (and Cambrian Raiiy) media day 
was being heid at the Liyn Brenig 
Cafe, which just so happens to be 
on the evo Triangie, and to get there 
I’ve got a fantastic back-road route 


across from Shrewsbury. 

The Fiesta didn’t disappoint. 

It flew well over the humpback 
bridge, it tackied the aimost fiat- 
out chicane with apiomb and it 
was just briiiiant through the iater 
tighter ianes. The engine seems to 
be running even more sweetiy on 
its diet of 99 RON too, with siightiy 
improved throttie response and 
greater smoothness as it ciimbs 




Renaultsport 

Clio 182 

Disappointing brakes 
are causing frustration 


□ I'M PLEASED TO report 

that the recent belt change 
and timing correction 
have made the Ciio ever so siightiy 
more effortiess to drive on the daiiy 
commute. I’m squeezing the throttie 
pedai about haif a centimetre iess 


for iow-revs progress thanks to 
the saivaged torque, and the car’s 
running better overaii. Happy days. 

Or so I thought. As often seems 
to be the way with us petroiheads, 
we’re never entireiy happy with 
our cars. Whiist the Ciio’s more 
enthusiastic engine entertains on 
the straights. I’ve begun to notice 
the brakes are feeiing increasingiy 
average. There’s bite, but I reaiiy have 
to squeeze the pedai to get it. 

Refurbished caiipers, new discs 
and pads, braided iines, a new 
master cyiinder and fresh fiuid 
have aii been added recentiy, so the 
cause of this poor stopping power 
is unknown, and as a resuit, reaiiy 
frustrating. The waiiet’s taken quite 
a hit trying to soive it, too. 

At iow speed the probiem is 
aimost unnoticeabie, with oniy 
the siightest amount of dead 
pedai travei hinting at the issue. 


through the revs. Worth the extra 
pennies per iitre I wouid say. 

Overaii the iittie ST wasn’t quite 
as tied-down and precise as my 
oid Megane R26.R was over the 
same roads (aithough it’s hard to 
think what wouid be) but it wiii 
be interesting to see if the new 
Continentais, due any day, add some 
more controi. The OE Bridgestones 
are fun but reaiiy do break away 
eariy, particuiariy in the wet, and as 
the ST oversteers at the drop of a 
hat it can make fast corners feei just 
a iittie unnerving on damp tarmac. 

Bizarreiy it was the iong entry 
ramp to the Mb Toii on the way home 
that served up the biggest surprise 
of the whoie journey. Minding my 
own business on constant throttie 
and steering inputs, I was suddeniy 
aware that the Fiesta was trying to 
faii into oversteer and oniy being 
heid back by the ESP. Even after a day 
in Waies it was making the mundane 
seem interesting. □ 

Henry Catchpole 
(@HenryCatchpole) 

Date acquired July 2014 

Total mileage 6374 

Mileage this month 991 

Costs this month £0 

mpg this month 39.7 


Renaultsport Clio 182 

Unsurprisingly, it’s when I arrive at a 
corner carrying a good rate of knots 
that I find myself considering which 
part of the hedge to aim at. 

It’s a real shame, especially as in 
every other respect the car drives 
better than ever. The new-ish 
suspension feels great, the engine 
and gearbox as though they’ve 
covered half their six-figure mileage. 

It looks like I’ll be spending my 
lunch breaks surfing the net for 
performance pads. It’s pretty much 
the last port of call, but with more 
evo trackdays planned for next year, 
lean easilyjustify it...D 
Sam Sheehan 
(@evoSamSheehan) 

Da te acquired May 2011 

Total mileage 105,610 

Mileage this month 1533 

Costs this month £498 (brakes) 
mpg this month 36.4 
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3527 

C70 3527 GT CHRONOMETER - LIMITED EDITION 


The C70 3527 GT - named fi-om the chassis 
number of the seventh Ferrari 250 GTO to leave 
the Maranello gates and from which it has a 
precious fragment of body panel in the case back 
- fs a limited edition of 100. 


ChrWARD 


EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE All ehristoph 0 rward>eo«uk 


LONDON 






Ginetta Promotion 



Join The Ultimate 

Miles Per Hour Club 


M ost of US have enjoyed a few laps 
in a supercar around one of the 
UK’s top circuits, but imagine 
being on track behind the wheel of your 
own racing car, enjoying a race alongside 
new friends in front of cheering crowds, 
before driving the car home and being 
the envy of your neighbours. That feeling 
of euphoria is what the Ginetta Racing 
Drivers Club is all about. 

Created exclusively for newcomers to the 
sport, the Ginetta Racing Drivers Club is 
aimed at drivers with a desire to test their 
mettle at racing, offering step-by-step 
support as they move from the UK roads 
to some of the finest GT circuits in the 
country, best of all, the road-legal racer is 
yours to keep! 

The all-inclusive package includes 
everything required to begin competing; 
you buy the car and we give you 12 
months road tax, an ARDS racing licence, 
two track days with expert tuition plus 
entry into a four weekend racing series at 
the best UK circuits with full mechanical 
and emotional Ginetta support. 

Once you catch the racing bug, you can 
progress up the motor-racing ladder 
through the GRDC+, Protyre Motorsport 
Ginetta GTS Challenge or the Michelin 
Ginetta GT4 SuperCup and beyond. 


GRDC+ provides Ginetta G40 Club Car 
owners with an arena in which to compete 
throughout their second year of racing, 
however, entry isn’t reserved solely for 
graduates of our novice series, as new 
owners can choose to enter at level two, 
and still enjoy all the member benefits, 
whilst racing amongst drivers of similar 
ability and experience. 

Not only that, but all Ginetta Racing 
Drivers Club and GRDC+ members are 
invited to join Lawrence Tomlinson on a 
number of social events throughout the 
year, including golf days and a road trip to 
the Le Mans 24 Hour, with accommodation 
provided at a traditional French chateau, 
just outside Arnage. 

Over the past five years, Ginetta has 
supported over 300 drivers taking their 
first steps into the thrilling world of motor 
racing and have established clear routes 
for them to progress from entry-level 
racing, all the way through to the pinnacle 
of sports car competition; the Le Mans 24 
Hours. 

Realising your dream has never been 
easier, Ginetta have a number of test days 
around the UK throughout the year. You 
don’t need any prior racing experience or 
a car, just a valid UK driving licence and a 
desire to have fun. 


Ginetta will be at Brands Hatch on 6th February and 11th March 2015, and are 
able to offer additional test days on request. 





CALL 0845 2 10 50 50 | EMAIL [inf o@ginetta.com| | WEB lRinetta.com/grdj 




McLaren 12C Spider 



McLaren 

12C Spider 

As he enters his second 
month with 12C Spider 
no. 2, the SSO is finding 
iife with a McLaren as a 
daily driver is still sweet 




SINCE MY LAST report it 
has been a fairly relaxed 
time for the McLaren 12C 
Spider. Of the past five weeks, the 
12C has had three off, as I was away 
on an extended business trip across 
several continents. When I finally 
returned, the Spider started up 
right away and after a few cranky 
moments settled Into a smooth idle. 
Once again I cannot understate the 
value of leaving a car on a battery 
conditioner when it is going to sit for 
more than a few days. 

So far the compromises needed 
to use a 12C Spider in a daily capacity 
have been very minimal. After having 
the car’s nose touch the ground 
slightly once, I now always use the 
front axle lift function when both 
exiting the driveway and entering 
the office garage. The other change 
really isn’t a compromise but a 
driving style change that’s required 
when I’m not in the 12C Spider. On 
my commuting route there are a 
couple of very tight merges on and 
off the highways. In the McLaren you 
get used to braking quite late before 
merging into traffic. But when I had 
to take another car to the office one 
day as a rather large package needed 


‘About half the 
petrol-station stops 
include a discussion 
with another patron 
on what the car is, 
how fast it goes and 
how great it looks’ 


to be collected, I almost had a rude 
surprise when it didn’t quite slow 
with the same cool confidence. 

Reliability has been excellent, 
with one minor annoyance. Since 
the most recent software upgrade, 

I have discovered that the IRIS 
infotainment system will not initiate 
if you open the car using the under- 
door button (Swipe 2.0). You need 
to open the doors by double clicking 
the unlock button on the fob to get 
all the systems to start up properly. 
While not exactly the end of the 
world, it does bring back unpleasant 
memories of the original IRIS... 

One of my other small bugbears 
with the 12C has always been its 
smallish fuel tank (72 litres). In the 
world of daily use I am finding that a 


trip to the petrol station is required 
roughly once a week. At least 
the damage to the wallet is fairly 
minimal - petrol has dropped to 
£0.47 per litre here in the States... 

With the shortening of the days, 
the temperatures have started 
to fall to a point where having the 
roof open at least once each day is 
now becoming the norm. While the 
decision to open the roof is a spur- 
of-the-moment call, I am finding 
that in general it stays closed In the 
mornings and is always open on the 
way home In the evenings. 

The general reception to the 12C 
Spider has remained excellent, with 
zero negative incidents to report. 
About half the petrol-station stops 
include a discussion with another 
patron on what the car is, how 
fast it goes and how great it looks. 
Overall, daily life with the 12C Spider 
continues to be a pleasure. □ 
Secret Supercar Owner 
(@Supercar Owner) 

Date acquired August 2014 
Total mileage 858 

Mileage this month 252 

Costs this month £0 

mpgthis month 16.0 
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Choice of four cars in stock, 
From 


2007/07, 13,900miles, 2 Owners, Silver with 


2008, 24,900miles, Stack with Satin bonnet, 


Biege, RearScreens, Sunroof ......... £126,999 


£114,950; 


Seashetl leather, Teak Decking 


Factory Convertible, LHD, 1962, 59,000miies, 
FSH, Charcoal Metallic £499,999 


Choice of GT and GTC Supereports in stock, 
From £74,999: 


Choice of six cars instock, 
From 


2013/13, 5,300miles, Carbon Black with Biack 
Sports Exhaust, Stealth Pack £144, 95[ 


2009, 20,000miles, 2+2, Red with Cream leather 
Ceramic brakes, F FSH £94,999 


Manual, 2010,15,500m!les, Black/Black, Carbon 
side blades. Sat Nav, B&O Sound £68,999 




Choice of three cars instock 
From 


Convertible, 2012, 15,900miles, Manual, Black 
Black, Sat Nav, R/Cam, B&O Sound .... £68,999 


Auto, 2009/09, 34,900miles, Torro Red, with 


£57,999 


Ivory leather, stunning car 

Ferrari F430 Spider, 2007/57, 10,500miles, Red with Cream, loads of carbon fiber extras, fresh service, £82,999 

Bentley Brookiands 2008, 34,000miles, Verdant Green with Burnt Oak Quitted Leather £99,999 

Bentley Arnage, Choice of six cars in stock, from £29,999 

BMW M4 Convertible, 2014/64, 1 owner, Black/Black, Comfort Package, Professional Nav VAT Q .. £69,999 

Porsche Cayenne, choice of cars in stock, both Biack/Black, 2013 V8 Turbo and 201 1 3.0I Diesel, from £41 ,999 

Mercedes S65 AMG Limoiusine, 2004/04, 49,000mites, Blue/Cream, Rear DVD, Big Spec £17,999 

Maybach 57, 2004/04, 38,000miles, Black with Beige, Rear entertainment, fridge, huge spec £84,999 


@ Harlow Cars 


Harlow Cars 


^Harlo^vCars 


Harlow Cars 




Ferrari California 


Over 60 vehicleS’in stock! VieWings by appointment only! Your Car Wanted 




Eniail: sales@marloWtars.co.uk Tel: 01628 822259 Mob: 0783 1 12391 1 *• 

■ ^ * (out of hours number) 











Market Watch 


Knovdedge 


Insights into the used-car market 



ALPINA ROADSTER S 

Rare tuned version of BMW’s Z4 marks the end of an era for its maker 


M 


MENTION TWEAKED BMWs and 
most people think of the much- 
loved ‘M’ cars. But what about the 
less obvious products of Alpina? 
There will be few evo readers who haven’t heard of 
Alpina, but not all will realise that 2015 marks half 
a century since Alpina was officially founded, after 
Burkard Bovensiepen created his first twin-carb 
conversions for the BMW 1500 in a shed around 
the back of his famiiy’s typewriter factory. 

Within three years the typewriters were out 
of the window and Aipina was fuiiy focused on 
buiiding hot BMWs, with drivers such as Derek 
Beii, James Hunt, Niki Lauda and Jackie Ickx going 
on to prove their worth with a raft of touring car 
victories during the iate 1960s and eariy ’70s. 


Around the same time, BMW tasked Aipina with 
creating a version of its 3.0 CSL for touring car 
racing, the resuit being the iegendary, iightweight 
‘Batmobiie’ that, as a homoiogation modei, was 
suppiied with a rear wing packed away in the boot 
- because using it on German roads was iiiegai. 

Dozens of Aipina modeis have been created 
since, but we wouid tip the Roadster S as being 
the one to invest in. Avaiiabie from 2004 to 
2008, it was the iast Aipina to have its engine - a 
3.4-iitre in-iine six - hand buiit at the Buchioe 
factory before aii mechanicai work shifted to 
BMW’s Munich iine (nowadays, oniy the finai 
trimming is done at Aipina HQ). 

Based on the Z4, the Roadster S offered 
300bhp, 267ib ft, 165mph, significant suspension 


upgrades and the aii-important manuai gearbox. 
Subtie styiing tweaks and speciai Aipina wheeis 
aiso gave the car greater presence, whiie the 
interior got more ieather. The resuit earned four- 
and-a-haif evo stars (issue 066). 

Sytner, the UK’s soie BMW agent for Aipina 
in the UK since 1983, struggied to shift the first 
Roadster Ss and eventuaiiy dropped prices of both 
the standard and lux’ versions to beiow £40,000. 
Today they start from as iittie as £10,000. 

Rear-wheei drive, 300bhp, six-speed manuai, 
up to 32mpg and oniy 167 made in right-hand drive. 
What are you waiting for? 


Simon de Burton 


In the classifieds 


Orconsider.,. 


2005 Roadsters Lux 
£13,495 IntermarQue.co'ull 

51,000 miles, black, black leather, full 
BMW service history, near-perfect 
example. Manchester 



2004 Roadsters Lux 

£10,500 butotrader.co.ukl (Drivate sale) 
95,000 miles, black, black leather, 
satnav, parking sensors, full dealer 
and specialist history 



2004 Roadsters Lux 

Just sold lmunichlegends.co.ukl 
21,000 miles, Alpina Blue, black 
leather, satnav, xenons, rain sensors. 
East Sussex 


BMW Z4M Roadster 

The ‘M’ version of this generation of Z4 arrived after 
the Alpina, in 2006. It has more power (338bhp), but is 
limited to 155mph and is less rare. Still good, though. 

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG 

5.5-litre V8, 355bhp. The hairdresser’s convertible 
becomes a hot-rod thanks to a big dose of AMG power. 

Porsche Boxster S 

Examples of Porsche’s 306bhp mid-engined sports car 
from the same era as the Alpina are generally cheaper 
and more plentiful, but have comparable performance. 
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Market Watch 


Knov\iedge 


Insights into the used-car market 


Asktheexpert 

Your buying questions answered 


Justlooking 

The pick of the ciassifieds this month 



icurrentiy drive a 1991 GoifGTi 
'^0 J Ibvthat has been an ongoing 
restoration project through my 
^ time at university. However, 
as i am soon to start a newjob i have been 
thinking about buying an additionai car 
as a daiiy driver, as the Goif’s reiiabiiity is 
stiii a bit suspect, i want something fun 
and interesting, so i’ve been iooking at the 
Honda integraType R, both DC2 and DCS 
modeis, as weii as the MkS Goif GTi. i was 
wondering what your suggestions wouid 
be for a budget of £4k-6k and whether 
there is another car i shouid consider? 
Tom Middleton 


The car that immediateiy 
stands out from your 
shortiist is the Type R DC2. 

As weii as easiiy meeting 
your requirements for being ‘fun’ and 
‘interesting’, it now seems pretty weii 
estabiished as a modern ciassic that is set 


to maintain its vaiue, whereas prices of the 
iater DCS don’t seem quite so stabie. 

No doubt you are someone who 
enjoys feeiing a connection with the 
car you’re driving, so you’ii appreciate 
the DC2’s siightiy more raw-edged feei 
over the DCS, too. The avaiiabie budget 
wiii enabieyou to buy a reaiiygood DC2, 
so don’t compromise. As this goes to 
press, infinity Cars of Peterborough has 
a iikeiy contender on offer at £S490, with 
fuii service history and in a good coiour 
combination of white with red interior. 

Since you seem to be a Goif fan, i 
wouid aiso suggest you consider a Mk4 
R32 - perhaps surprisingiy, these are now 
heading towards your price range, if you 
can bear to, you couid even seii your GTi 
and put the money towards a MkS R32, 
aithough either of these wiii cost more to 
insure than an integraDC2. SdB 

Emailyour question to }^xperts@evo.co.uk\ 



Porsche Cayennes 

£ 11,995 

Specialist Cars, 

North Yorkshire 

kpecialistcarsltd.co.uk 

08447000997 



Porsche 911 Carrera 
4S Cabriolet 

£ 39,950 

Tom Hartley Jnr, D erbyshire 

tomhartleyjnr.com 

01283761119 


Saies figures might have you thinking that 
today Porsche is an SUV company that 
aiso happens to make sports cars. The car 
that kicked off this shift was, of course, the 
Range Rover-rivaiiing Cayenne. 

The Cayenne appears to defy physics 
with its combination of sports handiing 
and off-road capabiiity. The originai 
mid-range ‘S’ modei came equipped with 
a335bhp 4.5-iitre V8, good to sprint the 
Porsche heavyweight to 60mph in 7.2sec 
and on to a ISOmph top speed. 

This 2003 car has covered 97,460 
miies, but has an extensive service history 
and comes specced with air suspension, 
heated eiectric memory seats, satnav and 
Bose audio, and the interior’s wrapped in 
desirabie Havana ieather too. That’s a iot of 
car for the money. 

Sam Sheehan (@evoSamSheehan) 


Porsche doesn’t reserve the four-wheei- 
drive treatment for its SUVs, of course. The 
Carrera 4S is one of severai 911s that sends 
power to aii four corners, and with the 
prospect of the coidest winter on record 
fast approaching, this convertibie 997 4S 
couid be just the ticket for fuiiy enjoying 
the crisp conditions with some added 
security and traction. 

The 4S’s 3.8-iitre straight-six produces 
350bhp in the first-gen 997, giving 0-62 
in 4.9sec and a top speed of 179mph. And 
with minimai compromise compared to 
the fixed-top 911, the Cabrioiet version 
remains a firm evo favourite. 

This 2007 car has covered just 10,300 
miies, making this an aimost-new 911 for 
under £40k. it comes with satnav, Bose 
audio, and heated ieather seats - which 
might weii come in handy... SS 


Preston in Lancashire might not have much 
in common with the deserts of Arabia, but 
for aimost 30 years it has been home to 
Amari Supercars, the eponymous business 
set up by Sheikh Amari back in the mid- 
1980s. Carrying an ever-changing stock of 
50-60 cars, Amari currentiy has everything 
on its books from coiiector-grade ciassics 
such as a Lamborghini Miura P400S to a 
brace of year-oid Ferrari 458s. 

Head of saies, Aii Keyhani, who has been 
in the motor trade for 20 years, joined Amari 
oniy in June, but even in the reiativeiy short 



time since has seen vaiues of certain cars 
increase significantiy as the number of 
peopie choosingto buy for investment 
continues to grow. 

‘We try to keep a good combination 
of contemporary supercars, modern 
ciassics and historic modeis,’ says 
Keyhani. ‘it has been said before, but 
there is no doubt that more and more 
peopie are seeing the investment vaiue 
in buying the right cars - not simpiy the 
potentiai to rise in vaiue, but the fact that 
they don’t attract capitai gains tax and 


Traderchat 


Amari Supercars amarisupercars.com 


that, uniike iSAs and other conventional 
investments, they are fun to own. 

‘Ferrari is undoubtedly the most 
popular marque for investors right now, 
with 355s really on the rise and 512TRs 
that were £40,000-60,000 last year now 
being £150,000. Like most dealers, our 
problem lies in getting the best cars to 
sell, but we are currently working with 
two or three really major owners who are 
refining their collections. That will help 
us to maintain the standard of stock we 
have become known for.’ 
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Telephone: 

01727 790 100 


|sales@rtecshop.co7^ 




StOCKS 

i»gi?ywpri|j^ 


lort.T^cl 


foW^fCilaWt 


PREMIUM TYRES AT WHOLESALE PRICES 


SCORPION 


Bodykits and Styling from Industry 
leading tuners across the globe 


Authorised Revere Deailer 


WHEELS & TYRES ^SUSPENSION • BRAKES • EXHAUSTS • REMAPS • CUSTOM INTERIORS • WRAPS •TINTING 


‘For people who care about their cars and want to make a statement R-Tec sells the highest quality and most innovative products on the market today, at the right prices, because for the R-Tec team value and pride are everything. 


Featuring 8 ramps, laser wheel alignment, custom 
made exhausts, touch-less tyre machines 


Featuring Huge Showroom, Cappuccino Coffee Bar, 
Relax Area & Experienced Helpful Staff 


Huge stocks of wheels and modifying 
products in store and online 


Falken, Bridgestone, Pirelli, Michelin, Kumho, 
Yokohama, Goodyear, Continental, Hankook & more 


Performance Exhausts by Quicksilver, Scorpion 
and Milltek. Plus custom-made Reflex exhausts 


EBC Disks & Pads, Brembo Brake Upgrades 
E-Tech Caliper Paint, Drilled & Grooved Disks 


Air Filters, Induction Kits, Intercoolers, 
ECU Remaps, Bluefin, Dump Valves 


Springs, Collovers, Shock Absorber Upgrades 
Bushes, PI, H&R, Eibach, KW, TEIN, Weitec, AP 


Improve your vehicle stance with wheel spacers, 
alignment, geometry, camber adjustments & more. 


Choose from 4 film-shades & an array of Vinyl 
wraps and textures including Carbon Fibre 


Cosmetic exterior upgrades - Spoilers & Bodykits 
Revere, Hamann, Prior Design, Lumma, Caractere.. 


Full seating and dashboard re-upholstering including 
roof linings, seatbelts, and wood / carbon panels 


VOSSEN CVT 


REVERE WC3 


3SDM 0.08 


TSWNURBURGRING 


Visit our wheel website to view our wheel selection, www.rtecalloywheels.co.uk 


Bulb Upgrades, Rear Lights, DRL Lights + more 


British Luxury Tuner & Exquisite Accessories 


R-Tec Auto Design, Lyon Way, (off Hatfield Road), St Albans, AL4 OQU | Store Open Hours: Mon - Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm 


Order Online From 

www.rtecshop.com 


Telephone: 

01727 790 100 


sales@rtecshop.com 


Find us on Facebook: 

Search: “R-Tec” 




/RtecAutoDesign 


Instagram: 

rtecautodesign 


@rtecautodesign 










Market Watch 


Knovdedge 


Insights into the used-car market 


Auctionwatch 

Poster cars of the 1980s to headline 
RM Auction’s Arizona sale in mid-January 




W 


WHAT BETTER WAY to start 2015 than with some rare and 
expensive supercars? RM Auctions’ Arizona saie generaiiy brings 
together a huge seiection of interesting modeis, from pre-war 
ciassics to the iatest hypercars, and this year’s event, to be heid 
on January 14-16, wiii offer more than 120. 

Poster car to many young petroiheads in the 1990s (myseif inciuded), the 
Bugatti EBllO (pictured top) was iegendary at the time for having not one, not 
two, but four turbochargers. Hooked up to the 3.5-iitre V12, they resuited in a 
whopping 552bhp. That might not sound quite so impressive today, but with a 
top speed of 212mph, the EBllO is stiii one of the fastest cars ever buiit. 

It’s unusuai to find an EBllO in the States. This exampie being offered by 
RM Auctions was originaiiy owned by a Japanese coiiector, after which it was 
imported into the US. It’s painted in the modei’s most iconic coiour, French 
Racing Biue, and as one of just 139 EBllOs buiit, it’s significantiy rarer than, for 
exampie, a Ferrari F40. It’s expected to seii for $575,000-775,000. 

Despite being iess rare than the EBllO, there are a muititude of reasons why 
the F40 is so highiy vaiued. RM has got a 5000-miie exampie (above ieft) in the 
same saie, which is expected to seii for $1,150,000-1,350,000. The F40 is an 
aitogether more raw driving experience than most of its contemporary rivais, 
and prices for iow-miieage exampies continue to strengthen. 

Other notabie iots inciude a siightiy bizarre-iooking US-homoiogated 
Lamborghini Countach 5000 QV (above right), featuring the huge front and 
rear bumpers that were needed to federaiise the Gandini-styied supercar in 
the States. If you want to avoid those bumpers, there’s aiways the Tahiti Biue 
1979 Countach LP400S, estimated at $800,000-1,000,000. 

Another car with simiiar 1980s poster appeai is a highiy originai biack Ferrari 
Testarossa (with originai paint, interior and even tyres), which is estimated to 
seii for $125,000-175,000. 

Matthew Hayward (@evoMatthew) 


Auctionresidts 



DVCA, 

October 16 
1981 DeLoreanDMC-12 

£25,300 

2001 Alfa Romeo Spider 

£1980 

1995 Bentley 
Continental R 

£30,250 

1967 Fiat 124 Sport 
Spider 

£7920 

Artcurial, 

November 2 
1964 Aston Martin DBS 

€931,000 

1989 Ferrari F40 

€853,120 


1972 Lancia Fuivia 1.6 
Sport Zagato 

€39,336 

1977 Ferrari 308 GTB 
fibregiass 

€131,120 

1992 Jaguar XJ220 

€ 211,120 

1992 Aifa Romeo Spider 

€13,112 

1985 Porsche 930 Turbo 

€61,984 

1991 Ferrari Testarossa 

€95,360 

1992 Porsche 964 RS 
€252,704 

2008 Ferrari 612 
Scagiietti 

€95,360 


Barons, October 28 
1974 Jensen 
interceptor iii 

£40,000 

1966 Ford Mustang 

£15,000 

1998 Jaguar XK8 Coupe 

£4900 

1996 Mercedes-Benz 
CL500 

£1900 

1985 Jaguar XJ-STWR 
(pictured) £2300 
1998 Jaguar XJ8 3.2 
Sport 

£2000 

1990 Bentiey Turbo R 
Red Labei 

£5500 


Auction ccdendar 


Decembers 

H&H 

Droitwich$pa,UK 

|:lassic-auctions.com| 

December 7 

Bonhams 
Oxford. UK 

[jonhams.c^ 

December 13 

Matthewson’s 

Thornton-Le-Dale,U K 

[nathewsons.co.ukl 


December 16 

Barons 
Esher. UK 

harons-auctions.coni 

January 10, 2015 

Coys 

Autosport International 
|:oys.co.ulj 

January 31 

Anglia Car Auctions 
King’s Lynn. UK 

hngliacarauctions.co.ui<| 


February 3-45 

RM Auctions 
Paris. France 

l^mauctions.coml 

February 23 

Barons 
Esher. UK 

harons-auctions.corrl 

March 7 

FlistoricsatBrooklands 

Wevbridge.UK 

historics.coTii^ 


Fantasy garage 

Three classic gentleman’s continent-cro ssers for a notional £270,000. 

All can be found amongst the classifieds at |classicandperformancecar.com| 



FacelVega 

HK500 

£173,850 

This example of the 
car once beloved 
of Flollywood stars 
combines a bigChrysler 
V8 with a manual ’box. 



AMsTClOS 

£63,800 


Graber’s gorgeous alloy 
bodywork made this Alvis 
one of the best-looking 
grand tourers of its era. 

Its 3-litre six is smooth 
and effortless. 



Bentley S3 
£31,680 


Final’S’ series car before 
the Shadow-shaped T1 
arrived is ideal for wafting 
to the Cote d’Azur -if you 
have a source of petrol at 
1960s’ prices... 


1AA |www.evo.co.uk| 








Together, we can 
defeat brain tumours 

thebraintumourcharity.org CHARITY 


(5brain 

YiJMOUR 


*For terms and conditions visit thebraintumourcharitv.org/wavstodonate 
© The Brain Tumour Charity 2014. Registered Charity no. 1150054 (England and Wales) SC045081 (Scotland) 





New Lotus Evora Sports Racer - Bell & Colvill Black Edition - £68,850 
New Lotus Exige V6 Cup - Bell & Colvill Black Edition - £67,995 


Morgan Plus 8 Speedster - £79,950 



“GOT 


www.bellandcolvilll.com 


sales@bellandcolvilLcom 01483 286468 Epsom Road, West Horsley, Surrey, KT24 6DG 






VAS VEHICLE SOLUTIONS 


The UK’s Premier Lamborghini Specialist 



Utfnborglmr Dtabto 

Magnesium Whe^ BMon lintqye Umltecl 

Edtoi 21 ,B75 1996 m^OOO 



Lanrtoghini' Miroelago 640 

Caton Rbm Dwig Zbne CtearEh^ 

£144^990 



Lambc^^l MurtHdago 1J>640 RoadstarlW 

Trtanium texies Albys 
Uft^ Qm I0,(K)0 200S £1H9iO 



Lambof^lni GalMo IP 960 

Uftir^ Beverae Gamem SMCdislo 
Atoys 3,000 miles 2011 £116^ 


GaiefijoVfOSpydereGear 

etekCalisto Atays, iron^ 

Qcuitjra S&fching laoOOnto, M7, £76,990 



Lamtiorghini Diablo EO VT Rod Eiition 
Caft)onFixB E>wiigZbrie, 

Catoi Rje&^ Bay, mOOOiTite,2[^^ 



Lfflnborg^ni Diabio 

VT mm edifen 24,000 

1996 £139^ 




Lmnbang^y Miffctetego VT Boadster 

Ckto Gear 1 0,000 mte 

£124,990 


Umborghini stock wanted 
Best prices paid 

Cdlec^on from anywtisfe ^ Bmom 



tjrnliorgftini OefofdaVIOSpyder Manual 
Odoyf SatfS^, H) Inch AHoys, Revise Camera, 
^,500 rries, 2006, £66,990 



Utitoghini Murcielago IP 640 Ro^lstar 

BioDlaj N:er1or Ceririic Egear 
10,000 mies 2008 £149,990 



Lambor^ini Galterdc LPSHI Ed^neTecnica 

Ceramic Brakes Lifting Gear 
21,000 mites 2013£W, 990 



Lamborghini MutCfeiago VT Roatteter 

CciourSe^iav yfihg Oeer Bgear,Tit)l Sporfe 
Bdmist mOOO miles 200S£119,990 



l^rntoghlntGaUanlo 

C^dtura Stitching Full Electric Heated Seats 
Rwerse Camera 13,000 miss 2008 £79,990 



Lamtpghim Gaitefda V10 Coupe 

Lifting Geer, Gear &igine ^ Cover, "ifeiow 
8mke Calipers^ 14,000 mlleG, 2005, £59,990 


BUYING OR SELLING LAMBORGHINI AUTOMOBILE’S 


Q 444 7782 220784 lsales@waik.co.uH (5| |www.vvsuk.co.i 
(Viewing by appointmwit only) Address; WS UK Ltd Verralls Garag e Crant»ook Common Kent TNI 7 2AF 

Additional W^sttes: 


I vwww.lamb<M^hinibiiv^.com 


www.jtistiamborghini.com 




Buying Guide 


Knov\iedge 


Your indispensable resource when buying used 


Vauxhall Astra VXR 2005-2011 



With 237bhp, the original Astra VXR was one 
of the hottest hatches of its day. Now one 
couid be yours for as iittle as £5000 

Words: Sam Sheehan 

B THE first-generation Astra VXR arrived In 2005, bringing 
a more muscular package to the Mk5 version of the popular 
hatchback. Designed to fight it out with the hottest 
hatches from VW, Ford and Renaultsport, the VXR’s engine 
was based on the 2-litre unit found in some other Vauxhall models, but 
heavy fettling from Lotus saw power boosted to 237bhp. 

Most of that added oomph came from uprated internals, including new 
Mahle forged pistons and new injectors, plus a new turbo. Durability was 
increased with the use of under-piston oil cooling. Lotus also removed 6kg 
of engine counterweights, allowing for faster responses and a more rev- 
happy character. Flat-out, the VXR could pass 60mph in 6.7sec according 
to our timing gear, and would go on all the way to 152mph. 

Drive was sent to the front wheels through a six-speed manual 
gearbox, with ratios close enough to make the most of the 2361b ft on 
offer. With so much torque available, torque steer was sometimes an 
issue, but Vauxhall never gave the option of a limited-slip differential. An 
aftermarket LSD is therefore a popular modification. 

The VXR’s chassis set-up was quite different to that of its European 
equivalent, the Opel Astra OPC, with Lotus fine-tuning the settings for 
the UK. Compared to the ‘warm’ Astra SRi, the VXR sat 15mm lower on 
springs and dampers that were stiffer by 40 per cent at the front, 50 per 
cent at the rear. The power steering was also tailored for British roads. 

The ventilated brake discs were a generous 321mm in diameter at 
the front, 278mm at the rear. The standard alloys were 18-inchers, while 
larger, heavier 19-inch wheels were less desirable for driving dynamics but 
undeniably the more visually pleasing option. Inside, the interior differed 
only slightly from the standard car’s, but gained deeper seats with thicker 
bolsters, aluminium pedals, VXR badges and some fake-carbon trim. 

With all this for a fiver under £19,000 when new, the Astra VXR gained 
a strong following, and that means there are plenty to choose from used 
today. What should you look for? Read on to find out... 


Checkpoints 


Engine and 
transmission 

Mark Watts of Va uxhall specialist 
Courtenay Sport ( |courtenaysport.co.uk| ) 
says the VXR’s turbocharged 2-litre lunnp 
is strong and reliable, but given that 
these cars are often driven hard, there 
are a few areas to check for issues. 

Valve stenn oil seals can lift and allow 
oil to leak into the cylinders, the telltale 
sign being puffs of smoke at start-up. 
Stem seals are easily replaced during 
cambelt changes (due every eight 
years/80,000 miles): the exhaust-side 
seals are the likely candidates. 

Smoke can also be a sign of a turbo 
issue, so one of the first things to do 
once the engine is up to temperature is 
ensure that there’s strong boost. 

Regular oil changes are a must, 
with 5W-40 fully synthetic being the 
preferred choice. 

The M32 gearbox can suffer from 
bearing issues due to poor lubrication 
from overheated ’box oil. Listen out 
for whines - which are most likely in 
fifth or sixth - and look for excessive 
movement in the gearstick when pulling 
away in first; there may also be gearstick 
movement on the overrun in fourth, fifth 
and sixth. 

Clutches are strong, and flywheels 
should last longer than the car. 


Suspension, 
steering, brakes 

Springs and dampers are generally 
strong and durable, so high mileage 
shouldn’t threaten these parts. 
Replacement dampers are fairly cheap, 
anyway. Bushes last well too, but 
stronger polyurethane replacements are 
also inexpensive. 

The brakes have few issues, with 
OEM-spec discs and pads providing 
strong stopping power without wearing 
at a particularly fast rate. 

There’s nothing to report with the 
steering, with any issues likely to have 
been caused by hitting kerbs on the road 
or jumping kerbs on trackdays. 

Body, interior, 
electrics 

Rust bubbles can appear under the paint 
where the zinc primer lifts, caused by 
salt ingress into stone chips, but it rarely 
develops into anything more serious. 
Sometimes rubbing between the front 
bumper and a wing, or the rear bumper 
and a rear quarter panel, can result in a 
small amount of surface corrosion. It’s 
normally easily treated, however. 

Inside, bolster wear is common on 
high-milers, but warning lights on the 
dash are a rare sight. 




1 : engine has a good reputation for reliability. 2 : 19-inch wheels look great, but 18s give better 
handling. 3 : check driver’s seat for wear. 4 : central exhaust cunningly rules out tow bars! 
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What we said 



First drive, Sept 2005 


‘First impressions are dominated by 
the lusty engine, which delivers a hefty 
thump of easily accessible low-end 
torque that builds impressively through 
the mid-range. It pulls hard at the top 
end, too: a combination that delivers 
muscular performance in any gear. 

‘The six-speed ’box has a slick, short 
throw and well-matched ratios, although 
unless the corner is especially tight you 
rarely need to drop below third. Such an 
abundance of urge has clearly tested 
the skills of Lotus and OPC’s chassis 
engineers, for the rapid swell of torque 
must take some careful managing. 

‘When our time comes to try the VXR 
on the Nurburgring, the combination of 
grip, progression and security comes 
into its own. Opel has provided a certain 
Smokin’ Jo Winkelhock to lead us around, 
and his committed pace demands that 
you lean hard on the VXR’s reserves 
of grip and composure just to keep up 
and save face. The high-speed sections 
in particular demonstrate the VXR’s 
poise and forgiving nature when pushed 
to extremes. The Astra manages to 
carry terrific pace without once feeling 
twitchy or intimidating.’ - evo 083 



Above: VXR’s chassis was tuned for UK roads, although we first tried it at the Nurburgring 



Above: 237bhp put the VXR ahead of the Golf GTI, Megane 225 and Focus ST on power 


1 bought one’ DaveHoram 


‘I bought my Astra VXR in May 2014. It’s 
a 2006 car and had 45,000 miles on the 
clock. I’ve added a further 7000 since 
then, 5000 of those having been in one 
week! That was during a driving holiday 
in Spain and the car never missed a beat, 
despite me taking full advantage of the 
great driving roads. 

‘To me the car is fantastic value 
for money as standard, though I have 
made a few modifications to make it 


my ultimate fast-road toy. A Stage 3 
upgrade has taken it to around 300bhp, 
which hasn’t resulted in any running 
issues whatsoever. I’ve also fitted a big- 
brake kit to boost stopping power - 1 
demand a lot from my brakes, and since 
this car is purely my weekend toy, it 
made sense to make the upgrade. 

‘Because I love the way this car drives, 
the modifications I make from here on 
will all be to improve its fundamental 


characteristics. I plan on removing the 
rear seats to make it lighter - the only 
passenger that enjoys the car with me is 
my son - and then I just plan to use and 
abuse it. 

‘To really put things in perspective, 
my daily driver - a Mercedes C63 AMG 
- doesn’t put any more of a smile on my 
face than the Astra. And considering 
how much the VXR costs to buy and run 
in comparison, it’s just fantastic.’ 


In the classifieds 


The rivals 



2008 (55) Astra VXR 

□ 89,000 miles □ Flame Red 
Dl9in alloys 

□ Recent cambelt c hange 
D butotrader.co.ukl 
(private sale) 


£5000 



2007 (07) Astra VXR 


061,950 miles 
D Metallic Sapphire Black 
Dl8ln alloys 
D Excellent condition 

D |otusnewcastle.co.uli 


£7999 



2010 (10) Astra VXR 


0 20,000 miles 
O Metallic Sapphire Black 
Ol9ln alloys 
O RAC warranty 
O bearlcars.co.uli 


£12,499 


Ford Focus ST 

Perhaps the VXR’s most closely matched 
rival, but with a fabulous five-cylinder 
engine good for 222bhp. From £4500. 

Renaultsport Megane 225 

Less power than the VXR (222bhp) but 
the most focused handling dynamics in 
its class. Yours for as little as £2500. 

Volkswagen Golf GTI 

The GTI made a long-overdue return to 
form with the Mk5. 197bhp proved plenty, 
and build quality tops that of its rivals. 
Early examples start around £4500. 


Specification 

Vauxhall Astra VXR 

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1998cc, turbo 
Max power 237bhp @ 5600rpm 
Max torque 2361b ft @ 2400rpm 
Transmission Six-speed manual, front- 
wheel drive 
Weight 1393kg 

Power-to-weight 173bhp/ton 

0-60mph 6.7sec 

Top speed 152mph (claimed) 

Price new £18,995 (2005) 


Parts prices 

(Prices from York Ward & Rowiatt, 
Weiiingborough. T yre price from 
|biackcircies.com| . Aii prices inciude 
VAT but exciude fitting charges) 

Tyres (each) £100.39 (Continental 
ContiSportContact 2) 

Front pads (axie set) £78.60 
Front discs (pair) £181.20 
Exhaust centre section £147.60 
Exhaust rear section £402 
Ciutch siave cyiinder £130.80 
Ciutch cover/disc £201.60 
Spark piugs (set) £48.96 


Servicing 

(Prices from York Ward & Rowiatt, 
Weiiingborough, inciuding VAT) 

Service every 10,000 miles or 12 months, 
whichever is sooner. 

Year! service £157.82 
Year 2 service £223.86 
Year 3 service £157.82 
Year 4 service £316.20 
Cambeit service £586.56 


What to pay 

A well-looked-after early example with 
an average mileage - around 70k miles 
on an 06-plate car, say - can command 
less than £7000 from an approved 
dealer. Private sellers will undercut this, 
but take extra care with cars that fall 
significantly below this price: although 
there are some genuine bargains out 
there, cars with poor service histories 
should be avoided. Later cars can easily 
top £10,000, getting you low miles and/ 
or a limited-edition Nurburgring Edition 
(complete with unique wheels, graphics 
and trim). We’d opt for cars fitted with 
the smaller 18-inch wheels, saving cash 
and improving handling. 


Useful contacts 

Dl courtenavsport.co.ui^ (parts, tuning) 
Dl£online^co^(forums, events) 

D r etworkq.co.uki (approved used) 

nIthnrnfiv.mJfiTiningi 

Cibutotrader.colinfcarsforsale^ 

D iclassicandperformancecar.comI 

(cars for sale) 
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ShoHTOom I^vducts 



GPS & Laser/Radar Speed Camera Detector 








Don't become a statistic;, 1 1n 5 drivers have been cayght speeding 
md there are currently over 5,1 00 active speed cameras within 
the UlC Protect yourself and your licence with the very best speed 
camera detector aimind. Snooper 4Z£fRO. 

Alerting you to all ixed and mobile speed traps, Snooper 42ERO is an 
all encompassing, sleek and portal^e speed camera detector. It uses 
the most advanced GPS technology to accurately alert you when you 
are In the preserKe of "fixed" speed traps such as Gatso and Truvelo 
3nneras.This also includes SPECs average speed cameras, that are 
often fouiKi through motorway road works.. 

The highly sensitive laser detector is designed to alert you to all types 
of mobile laser gun. With Snooper's laser detection now being more 
accurate than ever, you now get longer detection ranges and more 
advanced pre-^amings. Plus, the sophisticated radar deteaor can pick 
up 'scatter' from Gatso cameras arnl har>dheld radar guns, providing 
advance warnings oftbdr position. 

Profecf yourself ondyourdffv/ng licence today 
with Snooper 4Zero, efCdasfi/efyattfatidrdsL 

Key Featurts 

Alerts to mobile and ^ ^ 

fixed speed traps ^ 

Fixed GPS speed 
trap database* 

Laser/Radar alerts 
Extended detection range 

Windscreen or Dash moumed ^ STAR RATING 

Buy Now Only £149.99 

For more information or to buy now visit your local 
Halfords store or online at www.halfords.cauk 


halfords 


(^SNOOPER 

www.snooper.co.uk 


RgrfomnarKe Products lt<i Cteawef House Sarus Court, Maiwr Park Runcorn, WA7 1 UL 
to temisatfid cmiditkiaPcrforim^^ Halbrds reserve the riglit to arner^ 

OTPwriovethis prornotranata^^ bdudesS rrKxitiisIne speed carnet subscr^ptlcm from date of 

purchase, Trap Detection b an optioital chargeable subso^sttonv 4Zeio Irkcbdes 1 mon#is kee 

speed canreia subscr^stem Aom date of putChi^-**%tlng chedted 10 Nov^iiber 2in4 VJSam. 



THE ULTIMATE 
IN CAR COVER 


PROTECTION 


inmivative tatbred protection INOOOH Sr OUHTDOOR CUSTOM MADE 



CAR COVERS DESIGNED BY YOU. 


FREE DELIVERY ON ALL PRODUCTS 


CALL OUR TEAM ON 

OmCtALSUFPUiltSTO; 

01943 864 646 

GOOD 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


speciallsedcover5.eoin 



BENTLEY 

*Tanrm ar>d Conditions apply 




Car Interior 
Specialists 


Guaranteed Quality & 
Service 


Vintage to brand new cars 
Full bespoke retrims, 
repairs ■> Leather • Cloth 
" Alcantara - Vinyl 



Hoods and Tonneaus 
made and fitted 

Interiors made and fitted 
to any make or model 


T: 0116 269 2607 E: ^ies@classiccarservices.co.uk 

www.classiccarservices.co.uk 

Unit 2, Fl/0 10 Silverdaie Drive, Thurmaston, Leicester 
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Essentials 


Knovxiedge 


The best books, models, clothing, gadg its, tools and tuning gear 


SUNGLASSES 

Sport viz XTS Sun Core 
£49.95 Isportviz.comI 


Going for a blast on a crisp winter’s 
mm nnorning is one of motoring’s 
greatest joys, but low sun and glare from 
the road surface can seriously impair 
vision. These XTS Sun Core polarised 
shades by Sportviz present a solution. 
Four frame and lens colour options are 
available, as is a patented ‘Inzert’ to the 
wearer’s prescription. 

ACCESSORY 

935 K3 air freshener 
c£4.36 ^380labs.myshopify.com 

Air fresheners aren’t just for taxis, 
mm particularly when they look as cool 
as this. Designed by 8380 Laboratories, it 
replicates the BBS ‘turbofan’ wheel of the 
late-’70s Porsche 935 K3 racers. AC Cobra 
and OZ DTM designs are also available. 

MODEL 

1:18 Autoart Aston Martin 

One-7Z 

£172 Idiecastiegends.^ 


Some might say Aston Martin was 
Efl unwise launching a million-pound 
supercar on the back of one of the 
deepest recessions of the past century, 
but the company still managed to sell 
every single one. Autoart’s model is a lot 
lighter on the wallet but looks just as 
good sitting on your desk. 

EXHAUST 

Quicksilver Titan Sport for 
Lamb orghini Huracan 
£3860 huicksilverexhausts.coiTj 

In the past it might have been 
mm sacrilege to bolt aftermarket parts 
to supercars. Now it’s virtually de rigueur 
and can really enhance the car in 
question. This Quicksilver system is a 
third of the weight of the standard 
Huracan exhaust and is claimed to offer 
improved throttle response and sound. 

TIMING GEAR 

VBO X LapTimer 
£714 jracelogic.co.ukl 

20Hz GPS data logger with a 
tSm brilliantly addictive predictive lap 
timer display for instant feedback. 
Invaluable for racing and testing, it stores 
speed, splits and predicted times on an 
SD card for later analysis. Not cheap, but 
this is a high-quality billet aluminium 
device, plus the included software 
detects the circuit from a database of 
500 tracks. Tried & Tested review soon... 
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alloygator.com 


f Enter code ^ 
“XMAS” when ^ 
ordering to receive 


’KiRB me GATOR HOT THR ALLOT! 

/ w 

are ter illu,i™Uvepu,Ws«s only Te 1 6 p h O O 6 I 0 8450 707078 • 







3k^ 





More essentials 


Knovxiedge 


The best books, models, clothing, gadgets, tools and tuning gear 




SLOT CAR 

Scalextric Bentley 
Contin ental GT3 
£39.99 bcalextric.conj 

VK This take on Bentley’s GT3 racer is 
Kb one of Scalextric’s high-detail 
range. To that end, it has working 
headlights and tail lights - xenon-effect 
at the front - and can be easily converted 
for use with Scalextric Digital kit. Just try 
not to lose it under your sofa... 

DRIVING 

EXPERIENCE 

Toyota GT86 Experiences 

From £149 

Isilverstone.co.uk/experience^ 

gWL Want to explore the handling 
mm capabilities of an evo favourite on 
a world-class circuit? Silverstone puts 
you behind the wheel of Toyota’s GT86 for 
nine laps. The experience is split into two 
stints and takes around 2 hours and 15 
nninutes overall. Nissan GT-R and single- 
seater experiences are also available. 

CAR CARE 

Richbrook tailored car cover 


From £99 fichbrook.co.uk 


|p|L Cold winter weather, road salt and 
mm frequent precipitation can really 
take their toll on your car, so better to 
store your sunnnner toy under one of 
Richbrook’s fitted car covers. They’re 
nnade from breathable fabric, can be used 
indoors or outdoors and weigh only 2kg. 

WATCH 

Christopher Ward Cll 
Titan ium Extreme 100 0 
£1150 tihristopherward.co.uk 

& You can’t walk 50 feet at a motor 
show these days without bumping 
into a car boasting titanium somewhere 
in its construction, but watchmakers 
cottoned on to the strong, lightweight 
metal years ago. Christopher Ward’s 
latest titanium timepiece is aimed at 
divers, but the industrial look gives it 
petrolhead appeal too. 


BATTERY CHARGER 

CTEK Lithium XS 
£109.99 Ictek.coiTl 

& Some stripped-back cars, such as 
the Porsche 991 GT3and 
Renaultsport Megane Trophy-R, can be 
equipped with a lightweight lithium-ion 
battery, rather than a heavy lead-acid 
item. If you won’t be driving a car thus 
equipped for a while, it’s useful to keep it 
on a smart charger like this one from 
CTEK to ensure you’re always ready to go. 
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Showroom Timing 



Con^iposite ceramic 
technology ^ 


PROF E5SIOKAL 


GTECHniQ 

SMART SURFACE SCIENCE 






The best ceramic paint protection, unrivalied ieveis 
of gloss, scratch and chemical resistance 

service.gtechniq.com 
01327 811 015 



Courlenoy 


Courtenay 


1 ilM 


i^<1 
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Tried & Tested 


Knov\iedge 


The best motoring products, put through their paces by the evo team 



PIONEE R $PH-DA1 20 WITH APPLE CARPLAY 
£349.99 halfords.com 


Many of us can’t live without our 
smartphones, so tech that makes their 
use easier on the go is welcome. Pioneer’s 
SPH-DA120 double-DIN head unit employs 
Apple’s CarPlay software to enable you 
to access your iPhone 5 or 6’s popular 
apps on your car’s dash. The unit is also 
compatible with Android phones. 

Contacts, Messages, Maps, Music 
and other apps such as Spotify can 
be accessed through the tablet-like 
touchscreen, with familiar iOS-inspired 
menus and buttons ensuring learning 
time is essentially non-existent. More 
apps are expected in due course. 

Certain areas have been optimised for 
the car, such as the removal of a typepad 
from Messages and album art from Music. 
Siri voice recognition takes the place of 
the letters, whilst larger skip and play 


buttons make the Music app easier to use 
when you’re on the go. 

We had hoped the unit would be able 
to connect to our phone via Bluetooth, 
but given that signal strength is vital, the 
unit’s requirement for a wired connection 
is understandable. It also means the SPH- 
DA120 doubles up as a phone charger. 

Setting up Maps navigation is as simple 
as asking for navigation: Siri opens Maps 
and offers directions, though very clear 
pronunciation is required, as is often the 
case on iPhones. We hold hope for Google 
Maps to join the apps list. 

The Apple CarPlay software essentially 
projects your phone’s main apps onto the 
dash, rather than radicalising your car’s 
infotainment system, but it makes life 
that little bit easier. 

Sam Sheehan (@evoSamSheehan) 



UNILITE PROSAFE PS-IL1 
LED RECHARGEABLE 
INSPEC TION LIGHT 

£44.95 Itorchdirect.co.iii] 


As winter rolls in and darkness shortens 
the day, the hours available to work on 
cars are limited. One solution to this issue 
is Unilite’s ultra-bright Prosafe PS-ILl LED 
inspection light. Producing an eye-aching 
250 lumens of light, it can illuminate 
objects as far away as 42 metres. 

Weighing just 200g, this rechargeable 
light isn’t any larger than your average 
torch, yet it comes equipped with a 
hanging hook, stand and magnet, and 
seems tough enough to withstand 
numerous workshop drops. 

We put it to the test under the bonnets 
of our Fast Fleet vehicles and it proved 
easy to use and much more effective than 
a conventional torch. In fact it’s so bright 
that when directed at an engine bay at 
night, we could see significantly more 
than when working in the same space in 
natural daylight. 

The problem with really bright 
rechargeable lights is that they often 
require frequent recharging, but after an 
hour of constant use the PS-ILl remained 
super bright and showed no signs of 
running out of battery. Unilite claims a 
three-hourcontinuous runningtime, and 
it takes five hours to recharge it from flat. 
To recharge, you have the choice of a 12V 
car charger or mains plug. 

When it comes to working in dark 
spaces or getting a better look at those 
usually dimly lit areas under a bonnet, the 
Unilite Prosafe PS-ILl makes for a very 
valuable tool. 

Sam Sheehan (@evoSamSheehan) 



XLR8 APP 

Free (upgrades c ost £1.99) 

|itunes.apple.corTl or ))lay.google.coiT( 

If an American muscle car or Italian exotic 
is beyond your reach, you might imagine 
that experiencing their growls and 
screams during a midweek commute is 
unattainable. But now there is a way... 

XLR8 (geddit?) is a free app for iOS 
and Android that allows you to artificially 
live your automotive dreams by playing 
a recording of a high-performance 
car’s exhaust note through your car’s 
speakers. Although this idea is nothing 
new - Renault offers a similar system in 
its current Clio, for example - this app 
allows anybody with a smartphone (or 
tablet) and a car stereo to plug it into to 
enjoy the thrum of an American V8 whilst 
commuting... inaVWUp. 

Your phone’s accelerometers sense 
when you’re accelerating, braking and 
cornering, and the app responds with 
the appropriate sound effects. You can 
fine-tune the noises, altering gear ratios, 
shift points and burnout sounds, or you 
can simply control the engine in the 
app by hand in manual mode (although 
preferably not while you’re driving). 

The fun that you can have by 
pretending your Fiesta is a Firebird can 
pass the time during a dreary trip to the 
shops. Flowever, beyond that it soon 
becomes tiresome. XLR8 is also offers 
little diversity in engine noises - if you’d 
like anything other than a ’70s V8 you’ll 
have to fork out £1.99 for the privilege. 

So, while XLR8 is initially free and 
entertaining, the novelty will soon wear 
off. Unless you’re 12. 

Oliver Harry 
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ROAD CAR 


RACE CAR 


ARMOURED VEHICLES HISTORIC 



Experience ultimate control in the urban playground. 




If you appreciate control, style and performance, our caliper, 
disc and brake kit upgrades are designed for you. 

We draw on our race pedigree to reduce brake system weight, 
improve track day durability and provide precise control with 
no fade. Braking confidence guaranteed. 

Upgrade to AP Racing brakes and clutches for ultimate control. 

T: +44 (0) 24 7663 9595 E: roadtech@apracing.co.uk 


AP 

RACinC 


The science of friction www.apracing.com 



Trips & Travel 


Knovxiedge 


The best destinations to visit in your car 


In association with 


'tWtCHet/Ht 




NOW, I’LL BE totally honest, the good old US of A hadn’t 
really set my pants (that’s underwear, not trousers) on 
fire In terms of Its driving roads - until I drove out of Palm 
Springs one sunny autumn morning... 

The Roy Wilson Memorial Highway (otherwise known as Highway 
74) heads south-southwest out of Palm Springs (or Palm Desert to 
be precise) and once you’re past the last condo It begins climbing 
Immediately. It probably only doubles back on Itself about half a dozen 
times, but It feels like more and there are plenty of bends between the big 
hairpins. The road surface Is surprisingly choppy but the lanes themselves 
are still a touch wider than anything you would find In Europe, which gives 
you confidence to push a little harder In the corners. 

Once you’ve reached the top, parked up and taken a moment to marvel 
at the view of the road twisting through the almost Martian landscape 
below, you carry on along a plateau. It’s more straights and sweepers up 
here but eventually you’ll reach Paradise. You can tell by the sign above the 
cafe on the crossroads that says ‘Paradise Cafe’. Turn left here and you 
can head off towards Borrego Springs, which has a good canyon road and 
a better mountain pass, but It’s a bit of a hike. Alternatively you can simply 
continue along the 74 and then turn right on the 243 through Idyllwlld and 
the San Jacinto Mountains. The views get more and more expansive and 
the road gets twistler until the final descent toward the Interstate (1-10), 
which Is as good If not better than the original climb out of Palm Springs. 
Drive It at sunset for best effect. 

From Banning, where the road ends. It’s 
about an hour west to LA or 20 minutes east 
back to Palm Springs. If you’re anything like 
me you’ll spend that time wonderingjust how 
many other great roads America Is hiding... 

Henry Catchpole 

Features editor 


lICDThe route 




9Start 9 Finish 

Distance: 61 miles Time: Ihr 25min 

^ Where to stay 

There are plenty of hotels to choose from in 
Palm Springs. The Hotel California (altogether 
now) gets incredible reviews. If you want to 
spend a bit more, the Colony Palms is very nice 
without being too big. If you stop in Idyllwlld 
then go to Cafe Aroma on North Circle Drive 
and have some cake - you won’t regret it. 

Watch out for 

Idyllwlld sits at 1650m, so although you start 
out in the desert, there can easily be snow up 
in the higher parts of this drive. There is also 
the possibility of forest fires in the summer so 
heed any warning signs. While we didn’t see 
many police cars when we visited (evo 189), 
the roads are not so remote as to be devoid of 
them, so just bear that in mind on the oh-so- 
tempting long straights... 


For more driving destinations, visit: 

ievo.co.uk/track-and-traveli 


Reader road trip 

Magical history tour 

And the day came. It was time for a trip 
dedicated to the most significant spots in 
automotive history in Europe. So, after leaving 
home on the shores of Lake Maggiore, Italy, 
and crossing Switzerland and enjoying its 
alpine panoramas, the first stop was the 
Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart. It’s a 
lovely place, emanating history. The galleries 
showing the race cars, old and new, are 
absolutely breathtaking. 

The following day I visited the Porsche 
Museum (pictured) in the same city. It’s 
packed with the finest cars you can imagine 
and it’s unbelievable to find them all under one 
roof Then, after a few hours’ drive northwest, 
came the time for the trip’s highlight: a couple 



of laps of the Nurburgring Nordschleife. I knew 
it would be good, but it ended up being an 
experience beyond my expectations. 

Two more things to do before coming home: 
attending the WEC 6 Hours of Spa in Belgium 
(yes, Eau Rouge live is stunning!) and visiting 
the Mulhouse Museum in France, where you 
can see motor legends from any place and age. 

After five days and 1500 miles, I came home 
with my Scirocco, delighted and happy thanks 
to the beauty and inspiration cars give us, from 
a racetrack to a museum, through brilliant 
drives in magic places. 

Alberto Valtorta, Italy 

Emailyour story tc \henryc@evo. co. 


Michelin tyre 
recommendation 

Few cars born in the USA are as iconic as 
the Corvette and it’s our choice for the Palm 
Springs journey. Now in its seventh generation, 
the 2014 Corvette comes with an intoxicating 
6.2-litre V8 delivering 460bhp. A tyre 
developed from endurance racing (Michelin 
are long-time suppliers to Le Mans teams, 
including Corvette Racing) has also been 
specifically ‘tuned’ for the Corvette Stingray: 
the Michelin Pilot Super Sport ZP (Zero 
Pressure). Its asymmetric design features 
larger outer tread blocks for cornering while 
the notched centre ribs and inner shoulder 
promote high-speed performance in dry 
conditions. Thanks to Michelin’s new Zero 
Pressure Technology, the tyre’s sidewalls are 
supple when inflated, but also sufficiently 
strong to temporarily carry the weight of the 
vehicle in the event of a puncture. On these 
mountain roads, it’s reassuring to know high 
performance can also be a practical choice. 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★ Tepid ★★★ Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 


Database 


□ = new entry this month. * = grey import. Entries in italics are for cars no longer on sale. Issue no. is for our most 
recent major test of the car (D = Driven, R = Road test or group test, F = Feature). Call 0844 844 0039 to order a back 
issue. Price is on-the-road including VAT and delivery charges. Engine is the car’s main motor only - additional hybrid 
tech isn’t shown. Weight is the car’s kerb weight as quoted by the manufacturer, bhp/ton is the power-to-weight ratio based on 
manufacturer’s kerb weight. 0-60mph and O-lOOmph figures in bold are independently recorded, all other performance figures 
are manufacturers’ claims. C02 g/km is the official EC figure and EC mpg is the official ‘Combined’ figure or equivalent. 


Key 


Knov\iedge 


Superminis / Hot Hatches 



Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

Ibft/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

6 

Maxmph 

C02g/km 

EC mpg 

GVO rating 


Abarth Punto Supersport 


£17,805 

4/1368 

178/5750 

199/2750 

1225kg 

148 

7.5 

- 

134 

142 

46.3 

+ Attractive and fun - Needs more power 

irirkirk 

Abarth 595 Competizione 

196 D 

£18,960 

4/1368 

158/5500 

170/3000 

1035kg 

155 

7.4 

- 

130 

155 

43.5 

+ Spirited engine, still looks great - Favours fun over finesse 

irkirkk: 

Alfa Romeo Mito Cloverleaf 

149 R 

£18,870 

4/1368 

168/5500 

184/2500 

1145kg 

149 

7.5 

- 

136 

139 

47.1 

+ Great MultiAir engine, impressive ride - Not as feisty as we hoped 

irkirkic 

Alfa Romeo Giulietta QV 

199 D 

£28,120 

4/1742 

237/5750 

251/2000 

1320kg 

182 

6.0 

- 

151 

162 

40.3 

+ Still looks good, and now it’s got the 4C’s engine - Pricey, and it has more rewarding rivals ★★★☆☆ 

Alfa Romeo Giulietta Cloverleaf 

144 D 

10-14 

4/1742 

232/5500 

251/1900 

i320kg 

179 

6.8 


150 

777 

37.2 

+ Shows signs of deep talent... - ...but should be more exciting 

irkirkk: 

Alfa Romeo 147 GTA 

i87R 

’03-06 

6/3179 

247/6200 

221/4800 

rnokg 

185 

6.0 

75.5 

153 

- 

23.3 

+ Mki Focus RS pace without the histrionics - Slightly nose-heavy 

irkirhk 

Audi SI 

203 R 

£24,900 

4/1984 

228/6000 

273/1600 

1315kg 

176 

5.8 

- 

155 

162 

40.4 

+ Compliant and engaging chassis; quick, too - Looks dull without options 

irkirki/ 

Audi Al quattro 

181 R 

’13 

4/1984 

253/6000 

258/2500 

i420kg 

181 

5.7 


152 

199 

32.8 

+ Polished 253bhp all-wheel-drive Ai- Just 19 for UK, Porsche Cayman price 

irhkirk 

Audi S3 

188 R 

£30,640 

4/1984 

296/5500 

280/1800 

1395kg 

216 

5.4 

12.5 

155 

162 

40.4 

+ Lots of grip and one of the best-sounding four-pot turbos - Still a little too clinical 

irkirki/ 

Audi S3 

i06R 

’06-’i2 

4/1984 

261/6000 

258/2500 

i455kg 

183 

5.6 

13.6 

155 

198 

33.2 

+ Very fast, very effective, very... err, quality -A little too clinical 

irkirkir 

AudlRSSSportback 

156 R 

’ii-’i2 

5/2480 

335/5400 

332/1600 

i575kg 

216 

4.5 


155 

212 

310 

+ Above, with added five-pot character -Again, see above... 

irkirhk 

BMW 125iM Sport 

176 D 

£26,020 

4/1997 

218/5000 

228/1350 

1420kg 

156 

6.4 

- 

155 

154 

42.8 

+ Performance, price, running costs - Dull four-pot soundtrack 

irkirkk: 

BMWM135i 

195 R 

£30,835 

6/2979 

316/5800 

332/1300 

1425kg 

225 

4.8 

12.9 

155 

188 

35.3 

+ Powertrain, noise, chassis, price - M235i looks nicer, and has an LSD on its options list 

irhkirk 

BMW 1301 M Sport 

106 R 

’05-’i0 

6/2996 

261/6650 

232/2750 

i450kg 

183 

6.1 

15.3 

155 

- 

34.0 

+ Fantastic engine -Suspension can still get a little boingy 

irkirhk 

Citroen Cl/Peugeot 107/Toyota Aygo 

126 R 

£8095+ 

3/998 

68/6000 

68/3600 

790kg 

87 

14.2 

- 

98 

103 

61.4 

+ Full of character and insurance-friendly - Insurance friendly power 

irkirkit 

Citroen Saxo VTS 

020 R 

’97-’03 

4/1587 

120/6600 

107/5200 

935kg 

130 

7.6 

22.6 

127 

- 

34.9 

+ Chunky, chuckable charger- Can catch out the unwary 

kkkkit 

Citroen AX GT 

195 R 

’87-92 

4/1360 

85/6400 

86/4000 

722kg 

120 

9.2 

- 

iiO 

- 

- 

+ Makes terrific use of85bhp- Feels like it’s made from paper 

irkirkk: 

Citroen DS3 1.6 THP 

142 R 

£17,475 

4/1598 

154/6000 

177/1400 

1240kg 

126 

7.2 

- 

133 

155 

42.2 

+ A proper French hot hatch - Petrolheads might find it too ‘designed’ 

irkirkit 

Citroen DS3 Racing 

153 D 

’ii-’i2 

4/1598 

204/6000 

203/2000 

rnokg 

167 

6.5 

- 

146 

149 

- 

+ Faster, feistier version of above - Not as hardcore as its ‘Racing’ tag suggests 

irkirhk 

Fiat Panda iOOHP 

i32R 

’06-’ii 

4/1368 

99/6000 

97/4250 

975kg 

103 

9.5 


115 

154 

43.5 

+ Most fun per pound on the market- Optional ESP can’t be turned off 

irkirkiz 

Fiat Punto Evo Sporting 

141 D 

£13,355 

4/1368 

133/5000 

152/1750 

1155kg 

117 

8.5 

- 

127 

129 

50.4 

+ Great engine, smart styling - Dynamics don’t live up to the Evo name 

irkirkk: 

Ford Fiesta ST 

196 D 

£17,250 

4/1596 

179/5700 

214/1500 

1088kg 

167 

7.4 

18.4 

137 

138 

47.9 

+ Chassis, price, punchy performance - Not as powerful as key rivals 

irkirkir 

Ford Fiesta ST Mountune 

195 R 

£17,894 

4/1596 

212/6000 

236/2750 

1088kg 

198 

6.6 

- 

140 

138 

- 

+ One of the best mid-sized hatches made even better - Badge snobbery 

kkkkk 

Ford Fiesta ZetecS 

123 D 

’08-’i3 

4/1596 

118/6000 

112/4050 

i045kg 

115 

9.9 


120 

134 

48.7 

+ Genuinely entertaining supermini - Grown up compared to Twingo/Swift 

irkirhk 

Ford Fiesta ZetecS Mountune 

i32R 

’08-’i3 

4/1596 

138/6750 

125/4250 

i080kg 

130 

7.9 

- 

120 

134 

48.7 

+ As above, with a fantastically loud exhaust... -...if you’re 12 years old 

irkirhk 

Ford Fiesta ST 

075 D 

’05-’08 

4/1999 

148/6000 

140/4500 

ii37kg 

132 

7.9 

- 

129 

- 

38.2 

+ Great looks, decent brakes - Disappointing chassis, gutless engine 

irkirkk: 

Ford Fiesta STi85 Mountune 

ii5R 

’08 

4/1999 

185/6700 

147/3500 

ii37kg 

165 

6.9 


129 

- 

- 

+ FiestaSTgets the power it always needed -OTT exhaust note 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus 1.6T ZetecS 

165 D 

£20,595 

4/1596 

179/5700 

199/1900 

1333kg 

136 

7.8 

- 

138 

139 

47.1 

+ The fastest, keenest Mk3 Focus yet - The Mkl’s sparkle is still absent,though 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus ST 

188 R 

£21,995 

4/1999 

247/5500 

265/1750 

1362kg 

184 

6.5 

16.8 

154 

169 

- 

+ All-round cracking hot hatch. Good value, too - There’s a bit of torque-steer 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus ST Mountune 

187 D 

£23,220 

4/1999 

271/5500 

295/2750 

1362kg 

202 

5.7 

- 

154+ 

169 

- 

+ Greatvalue upgrade -Steering still not asfeelsomeasthatofsome rivals 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus ST 

119 R 

’05-’i0 

5/2522 

222/6000 

236/1600 

i392kg 

162 

6.7 

16.8 

150 

224 

30.4 

+ Value, performance, integrity - Big engine compromises handling 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus ST Mountune 

i37R 

’08-’ii 

5/2522 

256/5500 

295/2500 

i392kg 

187 

5.8 

14.3 

155 

224 

- 

+ ST takes extra power in its stride -You probably still want an RS 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus RS(Mk2) 

195 R 

’09-’ii 

5/2522 

300/6500 

324/2300 

i467kg 

208 

5.9 

14.2 

163 

225 

30.5 

+ Fluge performance, highly capable FWD chassis - Body con trol is occasionally clumsy 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus RS500 

181 R 

’iO-’ii 

5/2522 

345/6000 

339/2500 

i467kg 

239 

5.6 

12.7 

165 

225 

- 

+ More power and presence than regular RS - Pricey 

kkkkk 

Ford Focus RS(Mki) 

195 R 

’02-’03 

4/1998 

212/5500 

229/3500 

i278kg 

169 

5.9 

14.9 

144 

- 

- 

+ Some are great- Some are awful (so make sure you drive plenty) 

kkkkk 

Ford Escort RS Cosworth 

i57R 

’92-’96 

4/1993 

224/6250 

224/3500 

i275kg 

179 

6.2 


137 

- 

- 

+ The ultimate Essex hot hatch - Unmodified ones are rare , and getting pricey... 

kkkkk 

Ford Puma 17 

095 R 

’97-’02 

4/1679 

123/6300 

116/4500 

i04ikg 

120 

8.6 

27.6 

122 

- 

38.2 

+ Everything- Nothing. The 7.4 is worth a look too 

kkkkk 

Ford Racing Puma 

128 R 

’OO-’Oi 

4/1679 

153/7000 

119/4500 

irnkg 

132 

7.8 

23.2 

137 

- 

34.7 

+ Exclusivity- The standard Puma does it so well 

kkkkk 

Fionda Civic Type R 

102 R 

’07-’ii 

4/1998 

198/7800 

142/5600 

i267kg 

158 

6.8 

17.5 

146 

275 

310 

+ Looks great, VTEC more accessible -Steering lacks feel, inert balance 

kkkkk 

Flonda Civic Type R Champ’ship White 

126 D 

’09-’i0 

4/1998 

198/7800 

142/5600 

i267kg 

158 

6.6 


146 

- 

310 

+ Limited-slip diffa welcome addition - It’s not available on standard car... 

kkkkk 

Fionda Civic Type R Mugen 

195 R 

’09-’ii 

4/1998 

237/8300 

157/6250 

i233kg 

195 

5.9 


155 

- 

- 

+ Fantastic on road and track - There’s only 20, and they’re a tad pricey... 

kkkkk 

Flonda Civic Type R 

075 R 

’0i-’05 

4/1998 

197/7400 

145/5900 

i204kg 

166 

6.8 

16.9 

146 

- 

31.7 

+ Potent and great value - Looks divide opinion, duff steering 

kkkkk 

Kia Proceed GT 

186 D 

£19,995 

4/1591 

201/6000 

195/1750 

1448kg 

143 

7.4 

- 

143 

171 

38.2 

+ Good chassis, appealing price - Thrashy engine 

kkkkk 

Lancia Delta Integrale 

194 R 

’88-’93 

4/1995 

207/5750 

220/3500 

BOOkg 

162 

5.7 


137 

- 

23.9 

+ One of the finest cars ever built - Demands love, LFID only 

kkkkk 

Mazda 2 1.5 Sport 

132 R 

£13,495 

4/1498 

102/6000 

101/4000 

1030kg 

107 

10.4 

- 

117 

135 

48.7 

+ Fun and funky - Feels tinny after a Mini 

kkkkk 

Mazda 3 MRS 

i37R 

’06-’i3 

4/2261 

256/5500 

280/3000 

i385kg 

188 

6.3 

14.5 

155 

224 

29.4 

+ Quick, eager and very good value - The steering’s iffy 

kkkkk 

Mercedes-Benz A250 ‘by AMG’ 

173 D 

£29,355 

4/1991 

208/5500 

258/1200 

1370kg 

154 

6.5 

- 

149 

148 

46.3 

+ Mercedes builds a proper hot hatch - But denies it a manual gearbox 

kkkkk 

Mercedes-Benz A45 AMG 

194 R 

£37,845 

4/1991 

355/6000 

332/2250 

1480kg 

244 

4.3 

10.6 

155 

161 

40.9 ' 

+ Blisteringly quick everywhere - Not as rewarding as some slower rivals 

kkkkk 

MG3 Style 

190 D 

£9999 

4/1498 

104/6000 

101/4750 

1155kg 

91 

10.4 

- 

108 

136 

48.7 

+ Decent chassis, performance and price - Thrashy engine, cheap cabin 

kkkkk 

MG Metro 6R4 Clubman 

181 R 

’84-87 

6/2991 

250/7000 

225/6500 

iOOOkg 

254 

4.5 


140 

- 

- 

+ The most extreme hot hatch ever - Engine noise, heat soak, five mpg 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper (F56) 

194 D 

£15,300 

4/1499 

134/4500 

162/1250 

1085kg 

125 

7.9 

- 

130 

105 

62.8 

+ Punchythree-cylinder engine, good chassis -Tubby styling 

kkkkk 

Mini Coopers (F56) 

196 D 

£18,665 

4/1998 

189/4700 

206/1250 

1160kg 

166 

6.8 

- 

146 

133 

49.6 

+ Still has that Mini DNA - Expensive with options; naff dash displays 

kkkkk 

Mini John Cooper Works Coupe (R58) 

164 R 

£23,805 

4/1598 

208/6000 

206/2000 

1175kg 

180 

6.3 

- 

149 

165 

39.8 

+ The usual raucous Mini JCW experience - But with a questionable ‘helmet’ roof.. 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper (R56) 

185 F 

’09-’i4 

4/1598 

120/6000 

118/4250 

i075kg 

113 

9.1 

- 

126 

727 

52.3 

+ Brilliant ride and composure: could be all the Mini you need - You’ll still buy the ‘S’ 

kkkkk 

Mini Coopers (R56) 

149 R 

’06-’i4 

4/1598 

181/5500 

177/1600 

iUOkg 

161 

7.0 


142 

136 

48.7 

+ New engine. Mini quality - Front end not quite as direct as the old car’s 

kkkkk 

Mini Cooper SD (R56) 

158 D 

’ii-’i4 

4/1995 

141/4000 

225/1750 

rnokg 

125 

8.0 


134 

114 

65.7 

+ A quick diesel Mini with impressive mpg - But no Cooper S alternative 

kkkkk 

Mini John Cooper Works (R56) 

184 R 

’08-’i4 

4/1598 

208/6000 

206/2000 

ii60kg 

182 

7.2 

16.7 

148 

165 

39.8 

+ A seriously rapid Mini - Occasionallyjust a little unruly 

kkkkk 

Mini John Cooper Works CP (R56) 

195 R 

’i3-’i4 

4/1598 

215/6000 

206/2000 

iWOkg 

188 

6.3 


150 

165 

39.8 

+ Brazenly hyperactive - Too much for some roads and some tastes 

kkkkk 

Mini Coopers (R50) 

077R 

’02-’06 

4/1598 

168/6000 

155/4000 

mokg 

143 

7.8 

19.9 

135 

- 

33.6 

+ Strong performance, quality feel- Over-long gearing 

kkkkk 

Mini Coopers Works CP (R50) 

144 R 

’06 

4/1598 

215/7100 

184/4600 

i090kg 

200 

6.5 


149 

- 

32.8 

+ Storming engine, agility- Tacky styling ‘enhancements’ 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi ColtPalliart 

i32R 

’08-’i3 

4/1468 

147/6000 

155/3500 

mokg 

141 

7.4 


131 

161 

40.9 

+ Price, handling, performance - Its looks are a little odd 

kkkkk 

Nissan Juke Nismo 

184 R 

£20,495 

4/1618 

197/6000 

184/2400 

1306kg 

153 

7.7 

19.5 

134 

159 

40.9 

+ More than the sum of its parts - Not enough to add up to a pukka hot hatch 

kkkkk 

Nissan Sunny GTi-R 


’92-’93 

4/1998 

220/6400 

197/4800 

i269kg 

176 

6.7 


134 

- 

25.7 

+ Nissan’s Escort Cossie - Make sure it’s a good one 

kkkkk 





Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

Volkswagen Golf R. A flagship Golf to get really excited about, 
the new R offers immense pace and a truly engaging driving 
experience in a compromise-free package with class and quality 
aplenty. Cake both possessed and consumed. 



Best of the Rest 

BMW’s M135i is an enticing rear-drive alternative to the Golf R, 
although the Megane 265/275 pips both for absolute tactility 
and involvement. The Fiesta ST (left), meanwhile, is the default 
affordable hot hatch choice. We’d have ours Mountuned. 


Superminis /Hot Hatches 


Car 

Issue no 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpn 

Ibft/rpr 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

a. 

E 

o 

«o 

6 

E 

o 

o 

6 

MaxmpI 

t 

(N 

8 

ECmpg 

eVO rating 


Peugeot 106 Rallye (Series 2) 


’97-98 

4/1587 

103/6200 

97/3500 

865kg 

121 

8.8 

- 

121 

- 

34.0 

+ Bargain no-f rills thrills- Not as much fizz as original 1.3 

★★★★☆ 

Peugeot 106 Rallye (Series 1) 

095 R 

’94-96 

4/1294 

100/7200 

80/5400 

826kg 

123 

9.3 

- 

118 

- 

35.6 

+ Frantic, thrashy fun - Needs caning to extract full potential 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot 106 GTI 16v 

034 R 

’97-04 

4/1587 

120/6600 

107/5200 

950kg 

128 

7.4 

22.2 

127 

- 

34.9 

+ Fine handling supermini- Looks its age 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot 208 GTI 

184 R 

£18,895 

4/1598 

197/5800 

203/1700 

1160kg 

173 

6.8 

17.9 

143 

139 

47.9 

+ Agile chassis works weii on tough roads - Couid be more invoiving 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot 205 GTI 1.9 

195 R 

’88-’9l 

4/1905 

130/6000 

119/4750 

910kg 

145 

7.9 

- 

124 

- 

36.7 

+ Still scintillating after all these years - Brittle build quality 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot 306 GTI-6 

020 R 

’93-’0l 

4/1998 

167/6500 

142/5500 

1215kg 

139 

7.2 

20.1 

140 

- 

30.1 

+ One of the great GTIs- They don’t make them like this any more 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot 306 Rallye 

095 R 

’98-99 

4/1998 

167/6500 

142/5500 

1199kg 

142 

6.9 

19.2 

137 

- 

30.1 

+ Essentially a GTI-6 for less dosh - Limited choice of colours 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Twingo 133 

175 R 

’08-’l3 

4/1598 

131/6750 

118/4400 

1050kg 

127 

8.6 

- 

125 

150 

43.5 

+ Renaultsport experience for pocket money -Optional Cup chassis gives bouncy ride 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Clio 200 Turbo 

184 R 

£18,995 

4/1618 

197/6000 

177/1750 

1204kg 

166 

6.9 

17.9 

143 

144 

44.8 

+ Faster, more refined, easier to drive - We miss the revvy nat-asp engine and manuai 'box ★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Clio 200 Cup 

195 R 

’09-’l3 

4/1998 

197/7100 

159/5400 

1204kg 

166 

6.6 

16.7 

141 

190 

34.5 

+ The hot Clio at its best - They don’t make it anymore 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Clio 197 Cup 

115 R 

’07-’09 

4/1998 

194/7250 

158/5550 

1240kg 

161 

6.9 

- 

134 

- 

33.6 

+ Quick, polished and capable -Not as much sheer fun as 182 Cup 

★★★★☆ 

Renaultsport Clio 182 

066 R 

’04-’06 

4/1998 

180/6500 

148/5250 

IllOkg 

165 

6.6 

17.5 

139 

- 

34.9 

+ Took hot hatches to a new level- Flawed driving position 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Clio 182 Cup 

I87R 

’04-’06 

4/1998 

180/6500 

148/5250 

1090kg 

168 

6.5 

- 

139 

- 

34.9 

+ Full of beans, fantastic value -Sunday-market upholstery 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Clio Trophy 

200 R 

’05-’06 

4/1998 

180/6500 

148/5250 

1090kg 

168 

6.6 

17.3 

140 

- 

34.9 

+ The most fun you can have on three (sometimes two) wheels- Just 500 were built 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Clio 172 Cup 

048 R 

’02-’04 

4/1998 

170/6250 

147/5400 

lOllkg 

171 

6.5 

17.7 

138 

- 

- 

+ Bargain old-school hot hatch- Nervous in the wet, noABS 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Clio V6255 

057R 

’03-’05 

6/2946 

251/7150 

221/4650 

1400kg 

182 

5.8 

- 

153 

- 

23.0 

+ Supercar drama without the original’s edgy handling- Uninspired interior 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Clio V6 

029 R 

’99-02 

6/2946 

227/6000 

221/3750 

1335kg 

173 

5.8 

17.0 

145 

- 

23.0 

+ Rocket supercar- Mid-engined handling can be tricky 

★★★★★ 

Renault Clio Williams 

195 R 

’93-96 

4/1988 

148/6100 

126/4500 

981kg 

153 

7.6 

20.8 

121 

- 

26.0' 

+ One of the best hot hatches ever- Can be fragile 

★★★★★ 

Renault 5 GT Turbo 

195 R 

’87-9] 

4/1397 

118/5750 

122/3000 

855kg 

140 

7.3 


120 

- 

28.4 

+ Clio Williams’ grand-daddy- Few unmodified ones left 

★ ★★★★ 

Renaultsport Megane 265 Cup 

195 R 

£25,990 

4/1998 

261/5500 

265/3000 

1387kg 

191 

6.4 

14.8 

158 

174 

37.7 * 

+ A hot hatch benchmark - Not a iot 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Megane 275 Trophy 

201 D 

£28,930 

4/1998 

271/5500 

265/3000 

1376kg 

200 

6.0 


158 

174 

37.7 

+ Another cracking Trophy modei - Stripped-out Trophy-R is even more thriiiing 

★★★★★ 

□ Renaultsport Megane 275 Trophy-R 

203 R 

£36,430 

4/1998 

271/5500 

265/3000 

1297kg 

212 

5.8 

- 

158 

174 

37.7 

+ As absorbing as a 911 CT3 RS on the right road - Too uncompromising for some; pricey 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Megane 250 Cup 

I39R 

’09-12 

4/1998 

247/5500 

251/3000 

1387kg 

181 

6.1 

14.6 

156 

190 

34.4 

+ Fantastic chassis... - ...partially obscured by new-found maturity 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Megane dCi 175 Cup 

II9R 

’07-09 

4/1995 

173/3750 

265/2000 

1470kg 

119 

8.3 

23.5 

137 

- 

43.5 

+ A diesel with a genuinely sporty chassis -Could take more power 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Megane 230 FI Team R26 

195 R 

’07-09 

4/1998 

227/5500 

229/3000 

1345kg 

171 

6.2 

16.0 

147 

- 

- 

+ The car the R26.R is based on - FI Team stickers in dubious taste 

★★★★★ 

Renaultsport Megane R26.R 

200 R 

’08-’09 

4/1998 

227/5500 

229/3000 

1220kg 

189 

5.8 

15.1 

147 

- 

- 

+ One of the true hot hatch heroes -Two seats, plastic rear windows 

★★★★★ 

SEAT Ibiza FR 2.0 TDI 

144 R 

£17,445 

4/1968 

141/4200 

236/1750 

1245kg 

115 

8.2 

- 

131 

123 

60.1 

+ More fun than the petroi FR, manuai gearbox option - The Copra’s not much more 

irkirkiz 

SEAT Ibiza Cupra 

183 D 

£18,765 

4/1390 

178/6200 

184/2000 

1259kg 

144 

6.9 

- 

142 

139 

47.9 

+ Punchy engine, unfiappabie DSC - Lacks engagement 

irkixitir 

SEAT Leon FRTDIISA 

184 D 

£22,255 

4/1968 

181/4000 

280/1750 

1350kg 

136 

7.5 

- 

142 

112 

64.2 

+ Performance, sweet chassis, economy, comfort - Boorish engine 

irkirixix 

SEAT Leon Cupra 280 

195 R 

£26,940 

4/1984 

276/6000 

258/1750 

1320kg 

212 

5.8 

- 

155 

149 

44.1 

+ Serious pace and ability for Colt CTI money - The Mk7 Coif R 

★★★★★ 

SEAT Leon FR+ 

163 D 

’II-’I2 

4/1984 

208/5300 

206/1700 

1334kg 

158 

7.2 

- 

145 

170 

38.7^ 

+ As quick as a Golf GTI five-door but lots cheaper - Misses the VW’s completeness 

★★★★★ 

SEAT Leon Cupra R 

I39R 

’I0-’I2 

4/1984 

261/6000 

258/2500 

1375kg 

193 

6.1 

14.0 

155 

190 

34.9 

+ Bold car, blinding engine -Lacks the character of its rival mega-hatches 

★★★★★ 

SEAT Leon Cupra 

105 R 

’07-’ll 

4/1984 

237/5700 

221/2200 

1375kg 

175 

6.3 

- 

153 

190 

34.0 

+ Great engine, composure - Doesn’t have adjustability of old Cupra R 

★★★★★ 

SEAT Leon Cupra 20vT 

020 R 

’00-’06 

4/1781 

178/5500 

173/5000 

1322kg 

137 

7.7 

- 

142 

- 

33.2 

+ Terrific value - Lacks sparkle of very best hatches 

★★★★★ 

SEAT Leon Cupra R 225 

067R 

’03-’06 

4/1781 

222/5900 

206/2200 

1376kg 

164 

6.9 

- 

150 

- 

32.1 

+ Cross-country pace, practicality, value -Not as thrilling as some 

★★★★★ 

Skoda FabiavRS(Mk2) 

146 D 

£17,150 

4/1390 

178/6200 

184/2000 

1218kg 

148 

7.3 


139 

148 

45.6 

+ Well priced, well made, with great engine and DSC ‘box - Dull steering 

★★★★★ 

Skoda Fabia vRS (Mkl) 

077R 

’04-’07 

4/1896 

130/4000 

229/1900 

1315kg 

100 

9.6 

- 

127 

- 

55.4 

+ Fascinatingly fun and frugal hot hatch -A little short on steering feel 

irkirkiz 

Skoda Octavia vRS (Mk3) 

187 D 

£23,260 

4/1984 

217/4500 

258/1500 

1350kg 

163 

6.8 


154 

142 

45.6 

+ Quick, agile, roomier than a Colt - Ride is harsh for what could be a family car 

irkirhk 

Skoda Octavia vRS (Mk2) 

163 R 

’06-’l3 

4/1998 

197/5100 

206/1700 

1395kg 

143 

7.3 

- 

149 

175 

37.7 

+ Drives like a GTI but costs much less - Green brake calipers? 

★★★★☆ 

Smart Fortwo Brabus 

HOD 

£15,375 

3/999 

97/5500 

104/3500 

780kg 

126 

9.9 


96 

119 

54.3 

+ Telling people you drive a Brabus - Them realising it’s not a 720bhp S-class 

irkixiTit 

Subaru ImprezaSTI CS400 

146 R 

’I0-’I2 

4/2457 

395/5750 

400/3950 

1505kg 

267 

4.6 

10.7 

155 

- 

- 

+ Cos worth kudos. One of the fastest hatches we’ve tested - Fricey. Lifeless steering 

irkirk^ 

Subaru Impreza WRXS 

125 D 

’08-’l0 

4/2457 

251/5400 

288/3000 

1395kg 

180 

5.5 

- 

130 

270 

- 

+ An improvement over the basic WRX - Still not the WRX we wanted 

irkirkiz 

Subaru Impreza STI 330S 

124 R 

’08-’l0 

4/2457 

325/5400 

347/3400 

1505kg 

219 

4.4 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ A bit quicker than theSTL. - ...but not better 

★★★★★ 

Suzuki Swift Sport (Mk2) 

175 R 

£13,749 

4/1586 

134/6900 

118/4400 

1045kg 

130 

8.7 

- 

121 

147 

44.1 

+ The Swift’s still a great pocket rocket - But it’s lost a little adjustability 

★★★★★ 

Suzuki Swift Sport 

132 R 

’05-’ll 

4/1586 

123/6800 

109/4800 

1030kg 

121 

8.9 

- 

124 

165 

39.8 

+ Entertaining handling, well built- Lacking in steering feedback 

★★★★★ 

VauxhaiiCorsaVXR 

154 R 

£18,995 

4/1598 

189/5850 

192/1980 

1166kg 

165 

6.8 

- 

140 

172 

38.7 

+ Looks snazzy, punchy engine - Lacks feel, uncouth compared with rivals 

irkirkir 

Vauxhall Corsa VXR Nurburgring 

164 R 

’II-’I3 

4/1598 

202/5750 

206/2250 

1166kg 

176 

6.5 

- 

143 

178 

- 

+ VXR gets more power and a limited-slip diff- But it’s over£3K more expensive 

★★★★☆ 

Vauxhaii Astra VXR(Mk2) 

195 R 

£27,260 

4/1998 

276/5500 

295/2500 

1475kg 

190 

5.9 

- 

155 

189 

- 

+ Better than the car it replaces; loony turbo pace - Lacks RS Megane’s precision 

★★★★★ 

Vauxhall Astra VXR (Mkl) 

102 R 

’05-’ll 

4/1998 

237/5600 

236/2400 

1393kg 

173 

6.7 

16.7 

152 

221 

30.7 

+ Fast and furious - Lacks a little composure and precision 

★★★★☆ 

VWUp/SEATMii/SkodaCitigo 

171 R 

£7990+ 

3/999 

59/5000 

70/3000 

854kg 

70 

14.1 


99 

105 

62.8 

+ Accomplished city car is dynamically sound... - ...but predictably slow 

★★★★★ 

VWPoioCTI 

154 R 

£19,730 

4/1390 

178/6200 

184/2000 

1184kg 

153 

6.8 

- 

142 

139 

47.9 

+ Modern-day mkl Coif CTI gets twin-clutch DSC - It’s a little bit bland 

★★★★★ 

VWCoifCTD(Mk7) 

200 D 

£25,765 

4/1968 

181/3500 

280/1750 

1377kg 

134 

7.5 


143 

109 

67.3 

+ Pace, fuel economy, sounds good for a diesel - Lacks the extra edge of the CTI 

★★★★☆ 

VWCoifCTI(Mk7) 

195 R 

£26,125 

4/1984 

217/4500 

258/1500 

1351kg 

163 

6.5 

- 

152 

138 

47.1 

+ Brilliantly resolved - Megane 265 beats it as a pure drivers’ car 

★★★★★ 

VWCoifCTE(Mk7) 

202 D 

£28,000 

4/1395 

201 

258 

1524kg 

134 

7.6 

- 

138 

35 

188.0 

+ The most enjoyable plug-in hybrid at this price - Colt CTI still quicker and more fun 

irkirkit 

VWCoifR(Mk7) 

203 R 

£29,900 

4/1984 

297/5500 

280/1800 

1476kg 

204 

5.1 


155 

165 

40.9 

+ Time to take the R brand seriously - Megane 265 Just edges it as a pure drivers’ car 

★★★★★ 

VW Golf GTI (Mk6) 

I72R 

’09-’l3 

4/1984 

207/5300 

207/1700 

1318kg 

160 

6.4 

16.5 

148 

170 

38.7 

+ Still a very accomplished hot hatch -207bhp isn’t a lot any more 

★★★★☆ 

VWGolfR(Mk6) 

140 D 

’I0-’I3 

4/1984 

266/6000 

258/2500 

1521kg 

178 

5.5 

- 

155 

199 

33.2 

+ Great engine, tremendous pace and poise -High price, ACC only optional 

★★★★★ 

VW Golf GTI (Mk5) 

195 R 

’04-’09 

4/1984 

197/5100 

207/1800 

1336kg 

150 

6.7 

17.9 

145 

- 

- 

+ Character and ability: the GTI’s return to form -Lacking firepower? 

★★★★★ 

VWGolfR32(Mk5) 

087R 

’06-’09 

6/3189 

246/6300 

236/2500 

1510kg 

165 

5.8 

15.2 

155 

- 

26.4 

+ Traction’s great and you’ll love the soundtrack - We’d still have a GTI 

★★★★★ 

VWGolfR32(Mk4) 

053 R 

’02-’04 

6/3189 

237/6250 

236/2800 

1477kg 

163 

6.4 

16.3 

154 


24.6 

+ Charismatic- Boomy engine can be tiresome 

★★★★★ 

VW Golf GTI l6v(Mk2) 

195 R 

’88-’92 

4/1781 

139/6100 

124/4600 

960kg 

147 

7.9 

- 

129 

- 

26.6 

+ Still feels everyday useable - Very hard to find a standard one 

★★★★★ 

VW Golf GTI (Mkl, 1.8) 

095 R 

’82-’84 

4/1781 

112/5800 

109/3500 

840kg 

135 

8.1 

- 

112 

- 

36.0 

+ The car that started it all- Tricky to find an unmolested one 

★★★★★ 

Volvo C30 T5 R-Design 

122 R 

’08-’l2 

5/2521 

227/5000 

236/1500 

1347kg 

165 

6.6 

16.9 

149 

203 

32.5 

+ Good-looking, desirable Volvo - Lacks edge of best hatches. Avoid auto 

irkirkk- 


THE V{»y 0 V 40 DESIGN. 
THECOMPETITIQIINEEDTO 
WATCH THEIR HATOIBACKl 


17" DIAMOND CUT ALLOY WHEELS 
TWIN CHROME TAIL PIPES 
ADAPTIVE DIGITAL DISPLAY 
R-DESIGN SPORTS UPHOLSTERY 
UP TO 53.3 MPG (COMBINED RGURE) 
CITY SAFETY 

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

at Ivoltocars.cq.ukI 


phonal Purchase Rspreejeritathfi 


V40 T2 R’Design 


36 

£24& 

CusreiTier 

^.099 

F^nce deposet cofrettAdwn £500 

^%ef]reawitBlirie APR 

5,9% APR 

On khs read pvioii'’ 

£19^8.90 

acncunt cl cnctit 

£16,709.M 



Iblsi afnount p«^^la 


Optional Ibiaj 


Dyration of sgreamant (monsha) 37 

Rad redjB □! interew 

3.04% 

pw annum 

Bjtm 

charge 




Official fuel oonsumption for ihe Voiro V40 T2 R-Design (manual) in MPG (l/tOOkm): Urban 4L5 (6.8^ Extra Urban 62S (4 k 5X Combined 533 (53X CO 2 Emissions l24gAm. MPG figures 
are obtained from laboratory testir»g intended for comparisons between vehicles arvd may ncfl reflect real driving resulte. Finance sufefect to aratua RetaU saHae ony ‘Subj&ci to swiiab% st pattcipating dfeslers onTy 
on veNtlee legestered 31st DeceffiJper 201 4^ At the end of Ihe agfeement there are 3 optmei { 1 ) Rarrew Part andhange the vehidft tiO Retaih: the Optloral Final Re^ment to own the vehicle or (ll) Return the vehicle. RJr^he^ chajfpea may he 
Riade aut^: to the oondttion of ntiteage of the vehtcEa. Terms and condtiDna sppV Applied muat be 18 or over. Quaantae/Indemnity may be requirerl. \^lvo Car Credh RH1 I8R >bu iMlI not own the vohteJo untfl; ai payments we 
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showroom Knowledge 


WIN a CAR 

GUARANTEED WINNER EVERY TWO WEEKS 




WINNE 


■(OBpW I 


botb.com 


Mr . MAHHEW ROBERTS WINS PORSCHE 91 1 GTS + £1 0,000 CASH 


“VoLf could be nexf/" 


DAVID COULTHARD 

ia-11MEFI GEAND PfllX W»NBI 



FREE £5 FOR NEW PLAYERS 

> CHOOSE FROM 190 MODELS 

> TICKETS FROM £3 

> FREE SERVICING AND INSURANCE 

> AS SEEN AT UK AIRPORTS SINCE 1999 



ENTER NOW AT BOTB.COM/EVO 


best of the best 

WWrOrtOfl«M*CAR EST-im 


TEL:02W37lle866 
EMAIL; info^botb.com 


The ultimate 


sales@ppcgb.com www.ppcgb.com jacebook.com/PPCGB 



centre 


ALLOY WHEELS & TYRES 
SPORTS EXHAUST 
PERFORMANCE BRAKES 
TUNING & REMAPS 
BODY STYLING 
LED LIGHTS AND LAMPS 
INDUCTION KITS 
SUSPENSION UPGRADES 

SERVICING & DIAGNOSTICS 
M.O.T. 


^ Jii’ yZ hu-y my 
:xlnouu-st 


r-... ' PRESTIGE 

“.VIAL /All - PERFORMANCE 

Essex 0845 1630 1 30 Crawley 0845 5644 576 Scotland 0845 8694 982 Newcastle 0845 4212 960 CENTRE 
Milton Keynes 0845 2876678 Southampton 0845 322 8769 Eastbourne 0845 1633 722 GB,'~' 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

BMW MS. The turbocharging of BMW’s M-cars met with 
scepticism, but the current MS’s 4.4-iitre twin-turbo V8 feeis a 
perfect fit. it’s a brutaiiy fast car, and there are ciever (and useabie) 
adjustabie driving modes, it iooks cooi, too. The best big saioon is 
now even better. 



Best of the Rest 

Mercedes’ C63 AMG is superb as either saioon or estate. Jaguar’s 
showy XFR-S (ieft) has a particuiariy impressive chassis, and 
BMW’s new M3 is an appeaiing aii-round package. Meanwhiie, 
the iatest Aipina D3 Biturbo is not oniy the worid’s fastest diesei 
production car, but a great handier too. 


Saloons / Estates / 4x4s 


Car 

Aipina D3 Biturbo (F30) 

c 

(U 

3 

192 D 

£46,950 

§ Engine 
g cyl/cc 

Q. 

a 

345/4000 

& 

Jt; 

516/1500 

00 

1 

1510kg 

o 

a 

232 

E 

o 

«o 

6 

4.6 

E 

o 

o 

6 

Q. 

E 

S 

173 

(N 

8 

139 

E 

u 

UJ 

53.3 

eVO rating 

+ 173mph from a 3-litre diesel! Brilliant chassis, too - Auto only 

★★★★★ 

Aipina B3 Biturbo (F30) 

188 D 

£54,950 

6/2979 

404/5500 

442/3000 

1535kg 

267 

4.2 

- 

190 

177 

37.2 

+ Understated appearance, monster performance - E90 M3 is better on the limit 

★★★★★ 

Aipina D3(E90) 

120 R 

’08-12 

4/1995 

2ii/4000 

332/2000 

i495kg 

i43 

6.9 

- 

752 

- 

52.3 

+ Excellent chassis, turbodiesel oomph - Rather narrow powerband 

★★★★★ 

Aipina B5 Biturbo 

149 D 

£75,150 

8/4395 

533/5200 

538/2800 

1845kg 

293 

4.5 


198 

244 

26.9 

+ Big performance and top-line luxury - Driver not really involved 

★★★★★ 

Aipina B7 Biturbo 

134 D 

£98,800 

8/4395 

533/5200 

538/2800 

1965kg 

276 

4.6 

- 

194 

230 

28.5 

+ Massive performance and top-line luxury - Feels its weight when hustled 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Rapide S 

201 D 

£147,950 

12/5935 

552/6650 

■ 465/5500 

1990kg 

282 

4.2 


203 

300 

21.9 

+ Oozes star quality; gearbox on 2015MY cars a big improvement - It’s cosy in the back 

★★★★☆ 

Aston Martin Rapide 

UiR 

’i0-’i3 

12/5935 

470/6000 

443/5000 

mokg 

240 

5.2 

- 

188 

355 

- 

+ Better than its DB9 sibling - More a 2+2 than a proper four-seater 

★★★★★ 

Audi S3 Saloon 

192 D 

£33,240 

4/1984 

296/5500 

280/1800 

1430kg 

210 

5.3 


155 

162 

26.4 

+ On paper a match for the original S4 - In reality much less interesting 

irkirkik: 


AudiS4(B8) 

166 D 

£39,020 

6/2995 

328/5500 

324/2900 

1685kg 

198 

4.9 


155 

190 

34.9 

+ Great powertrain, secure chassis - The new RS4 is here now... 

★★★★★ 

Audi 54 (B7) 

073 D 

’05-08 

8/4163 

339/7000 

302/3500 

UOOkg 

206 

5.4 

- 

755 

- 

- 

+ Effortless V8, agile handling - Lacks ultimate finesse of class leaders 

irkirirk 

AudiRS4Avant(B8) 

192 R 

£56,525 

8/4163 

444/8250 

317/4000 

1795kg 

251 

4.5 

10.5 

174 

249 

26.4 

+ Looks and sounds the part, thunderously fast - Harsh ride, unnatural steering 

irkirkk- 

AudiRS4 (B7) 

088 R 

’06-’08 

8/4163 

414/7800 

317/5500 

i650kg 

255 

4.5 

10.9 

755 

- 

- 

+ 4i4bhp at 7800rpmlAnd there’s an estate version too - Busy under braking 

★★★★★ 

AudiRS4 (B5) 

192 R 

’00-’02 

6/2671 

375/6100 

325/2500 

rnokg 

236 

4.8 

12.1 

770 

- 

17.0 

+ Effortless pace -Not the last word in agility. Bends wheel rims 

★★★★★ 

AudiRS2 

iOlR 

’94-’95 

5/2226 

315/6500 

302/3000 

i595kg 

201 

4.8 

13.1 

762 

- 

18.0 

+ Storming performance (thanks to Porsche) - Try finding one 

★★★★☆ 

Audi 56 

091 D 

’06-’ii 

iO/5204 

429/6800 

398/3000 

i9i0kg 

228 

5.2 

- 

755 

299 

22.4 

+ Even faster, and discreet with it - Very muted ViO 

★★★★★ 

AudiRS6Avant (07) 

203 R 

£77,005 

8/3993 

552/5700 

516/1750 

1935kg 

290 

3.6 

8.2 

155 

229 

28.8 

+ Performance, foolproof powertrain, looks - Feels a bit one-dimensional 

★★★★★ 

Audi R56 Avant (C6) 

116 R 

’08-’i0 

10/4991 

572/6250 

479/1500 

2025kg 

287 

4.3 

9.7 

755 

333 

20.2 

+ The world’s most powerful estate - Power isn’t everything 

irkirki^ 

AudiR56Avant(C5) 

052 R 

’02-’04 

8/4172 

444/5700 

413/1950 

i865kg 

242 

4.8 

11.6 

755 

- 

19.3 

+ The ultimate estate car?- Numb steering 

irkkirk 

Audi RS7 

190 D 

£83,495 

8/3993 

552/5700 

516/1750 

1920kg 

292 

3.9 

- 

155 

229 

28.8 

+ Stonking performance, great looks - Numb driving experience 

kirkirk 

AudiS7 

171 D 

£62,330 

8/3993 

414/5000 

406/1400 

' 1945kg 

216 

4.6 


155 

225 

- 

+ Looks and drives better than S6 it’s based on - Costs £8000 more 

kkkirk 

AudiS8 

164 D 

£79,900 

8/3993 

513/5800 

479/1700 

1975kg 

264 

4.1 


155 

237 

27.7 

+ Quicker and much more economical than before - But still underwhelmingto drive 

kkkkk 

Audi RS Q3 

194 R 

£43,000 

5/2480 

306/5200 

310/1500 

1655kg 

188 

5.5 

- 

155 

206 

32.1 

+ More enjoyable than many RS Audis - Used Cayennes and ML63s are similar money 

kkkkk 

Bentley Flying SpurV8 

200 D 

£142,800 

8/3997 

500/6000 

487/1700 

2342kg 

217 

4.9 


183 

254 

25.9 

+ Effortless performance with real top-end kick - Determinedly unsporting 

kkkkk 

Bentley FlyingSpur 

185 D 

£153,300 

12/5998 

616/6000 

590/1600 

2400kg 

261 

4.3 

- 

200 

343 

19.0 

+ More power than old FlyingSpur Speed - Feels its weight; engine sounds dull 

kkkkk 

Ben tley Con tinental Elying 5pur 5peed 

UiR 

’08-’i2 

12/5998 

600/6000 

553/1750 

2440kg 

250 

4.6 

- 

200 

396 

76.6 

+ 600bhp; surprisingly fun handling - Could look a bit more like it goes 

kkkkk 

Bentley Mulsanne 

178 F 

£229,360 

8/6752 

505/4200 

752/1750 

2610kg 

197 

5.1 

- 

184 

342 

19.3 

+ Drives like a modern Bentley should - Shame it doesn’t look like one too 

kkkkk 

BMW320d(F30) 

168 R 

£2Q,775 

4/1995 

181/4000 

280/1750 

1495kg 

123 

7.4 

- 

146 

120 

61.4 

+ Fleet-friendly new Three is economical yet entertaining - It’s a tad noisy 

kkkkk 

BMW328i(F30) 

165 D 

£29,765 

4/1997 

242/5000 

258/1250 

1430kg 

172 

5.8 


155 

149 

44.8 

+ New-age four-pot 328i is great all-rounder - We miss the six-cylinder soundtrack 

kkkkk 

BMW 330dM Sport (F30) 

180 D 

£36,975 

6/2993 

254/4000 

413/2000 

1540kg 

168 

5.6 

- 

155 

129 

57.6 

+ Great engine, fine handling, good value - Steering confuses weight with feel 

kkkkk 

□ BMW 435i Gran Coupe 

203 D 

£41,665 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1585kg 

194 

5.5 


155 

174 

34.9 

+ Superb straight-six, fine ride/handling balance - 335i saloon weighs and costs less 

kkkkk 

BMWM3(F80) 

203 R 

£56,190 

6/2979 

425/5500 

406/1850 

1520kg 

284 

4.3 

- 

155 

204 

32.1 

+ The looks, performance and practicality - Engine lacks the character an M-car deserves ★★★★★ 

BMWM3(E90) 

123 R 

’08-’ii 

8/3999 

414/8300 

295/3900 

i605kg 

262 

4.9 

10.7 

765 

290 

22.8 

+ Every bit as good as the E92 M3 coupe - No carbon roof 

kkkkk 

BMWM3CRT (E90) 

179 R 

’ii-’U 

8/4361 

444/8300 

324/3750 

i580kg 

285 

4.4 

- 

180 

295 

- 

+ Saloon chassis + weight savings + GTS engine = bestE90 M3 - Just 67 were made 

kkkkk 

BMW335iM5port(E90) 

134 R 

’05-’ii 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1300 

i535kg 

200 

5.6 

- 

155 

196 

310 

+ Stunning drivetrain, controlled chassis - Looks a bit steady 

kkkkk 

BMW528i(F10) 

164 D 

£36,565 

4/1997 

242/5000 

258/1250 

1710kg 

144 

6.2 


155 

152 

41.5 

+ Four-pot 528 is downsizing near its best - You’ll miss the straight-six sound effects 

kkkkk 

BMW535i(F10) 

141 D 

£44,555 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1685kg 

182 

6.1 

- 

155 

185 

34.9 

+ New 5-series impresses... - But only with all the chassis options ticked 

kkkkk 

BMWM5(F10M) 

165 R 

£73,940 

8/4395 

552/6000 

501/1500 

1870kg 

300 

4.3 


155 

232 

28.5 

+ Twin-turbocharging suits all-new M5 well - Can feel heavy at times 

kkkkk 

BMW M5 Touring (E60) 

105 R 

’07-’i0 

iO/4999 

500/7750 

383/6100 

i780kg 

285 

4.8 

- 

755 

- 

19.3 

+ Brilliant at ten tenths - Eeels slightly clumsy when pottering 

kkkkk 

BMWM5(E60) 

129 R 

’04-’i0 

iO/4999 

500/7750 

384/6100 

i755kg 

289 

4.7 

iO.4 

755 

- 

19.6 

+ Close to being the ultimate supersaloon - SMG gearbox feels old-tech 

kkkkk 

BMWM5(E39) 

a OR 

’99-’03 

8/4941 

394/6600 

369/3800 

i795kg 

223 

4.9 

11.5 

755 

- 

- 

+ Magnificent V8-engined supersaloon- We’d be nit-picking 

kkkkk 

BMWM5(E34) 

iiOR 

’92-’96 

6/3795 

340/6900 

295/4750 

i653kg 

209 

5.9 

13.6 

755 

- 

- 

+ The Godfather of supersaloons- The family can come too 

kkkkk 

BMWM5(E28) 

i82R 

’86-’88 

6/3453 

282/6500 

251/4500 

U3ikg 

200 

6.2 

- 

151 

- 

- 

+ The original storming saloon- Understated looks 

kkkkk 

BMW M6 Gran Coupe 

190 D 

£98,125 

8/4395 

552/6000 

501/1500 

1875kg 

299 

4.2 

- 

155 

232 

28.5 

+ Enormous performance, stylish looks - Price tag looks silly next to rivals, M5 included 

kkkkk 

BMWX5 M50d 

191 D 

£63,715 

6/2993 

376/4000 

546/2000 

2190kg 

155 

5.3 


155 

177 

42.2 

+ Straight-line pace - Driving experience identical to standard X5, despite the M badge 

kkkkk 

BMWX6xDrive50i 

118 D 

£58,880 

8/4395 

408/5500 

442/1750 

2190kg 

186 

5.4 


155 

292 

22.6 

+ Stunningly good to drive - Will you want to be seen arriving? 

kkkkk 

BMWX6M 

134 D 

£86,680 

8/4395 

547/6000 

502/1500 

2305kg 

241 

4.7 

- 

171 

325 

20.3 

+ Fast, refined and comfortable - But it definitely lacks the M factor 

kkkkk 

BMW750i 

174 D 

£71,505 

8/4395 

449/5500 

480/2000 

2020kg 

226 

4.7 


155 

199 

- 

+ Well specced, impressively refined - Lags far behind the Mercedes S-class 

kkkkk 

Brabus Bullit 

119 R 

c£330,000 

12/6233 

720/5100 

811/2100 

1850kg 

395 

3.8 

- 

217 

- 

- 

+ Seven hundred and twenty bhp - Three hundred thousand pounds 

kkkkk 

Cadillac CTS-V 

148 R 

£67,030 

8/6162 

556/6100 

551/3800 

1928kg 

293 

3.9 


191 

365 

18.1 

+ It’ll stand out among M-cars and AMGs - But the novelty might wear off 

kkkkk 

Eord Mondeo 5T220 

043 D 

’02-’07 

6/2967 

223/6150 

204/4900 

i550kg 

146 

6.8 

- 

151 

- 

27.7 

+ Muscular engine, fine chassis - Hotted-up repmobile image 

kkkkk 

Eord5ierra R5 Cosworth 4x4 

UiR 

’90-’93 

4/1993 

220/6250 

214/3500 

i305kg 

159 

6.6 

- 

U4 

- 

24.4 

+ East and furious- Try finding a straight one 

kkkkk 

Eord5ierra R5 Cosworth 


’86-’90 

4/1993 

204/6000 

204/4500 

i220kg 

169 

6.2 

- 

143 


- 

+ Roadgoing Group A racecar- Don’t shout about the power outputi 

kkkkk 

Honda Accord Type R 

OUR 

’99-’03 

4/2157 

209/7200 

158/6700 

i306kg 

163 

6.1 

17.4 

U2 

- 

29.4 

+ One of the finest front-drivers of all time - Lack of image 

kkkkk 

Infiniti Q50S Flybrid 

195 D 

£40,000 

6/3498 

359/6800 

402/5000 

1750kg 

208 

5.1 


155 

144 

45.6 

+ Good powertrain, promising chassis - Lacklustre steering, strong rivals 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XF 3.0 V6 Diesels 

145 D 

£46,610 

6/2993 

271/4000 

443/2000 

1695kg 

162 

5.9 

- 

155 

159 

47.1 

+ Sweet handling plus diesel economy - But we’d still have the R 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XF Sportbrake 3.0 V6 Diesel S 

177 D 

£49,110 

6/2993 

271/4000 

443/2000 

1695kg 

153 

6.1 


155 

163 

46.3 

+ Looks and drives better than the saloon - There’s now a Sportbrake R... 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XF 3.0 V6 Supercharged 

178 D 

£48,495 

6/2995 

335/6500 

332/3500 

1695kg 

201 

5.7 


155 

224 

29.4 

+ Fast, comfortable, refined - Bland engine, poor economy compared to diesel V6 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XFR 

181 D 

£65,415 

8/5000 

503/6000 

461/2500 

1800kg 

284 

4.8 

10.2 

155 

270 

24.4 

+ Brilliant blend of pace and refinement - Doesn’t sound as special as it is 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XFR-S 

187 R 

£79,995 

8/5000 

542/6500 

501/2500 

1912kg 

288 

4.4 


186 

270 

24.4 

+ XF gets turned up to 12 - Except for the soundtrack 

kkkkk 
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© Call US on Freephone Get a Quote Online 

0800 030 4569 warranty wise.coTuk 


WaLc?i Quentin’s Guide . 

71 

warraittywtie.co.uk/gulde ^ 
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.'.fy/'j ★ ★ ★ ★ 
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^ Desi^nfla bv Qu«ntln WlllBcr 


Warrantywise 


For fult detailSt flick to our ad in your copy of Evo ^ Just look for Quentin! ^ ^ 
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Showroom Knowledge 





BPEC:iAL.iBT 



RPM ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE RELEASE OF THE SSS CSR. 

IT JOINS THE 997 & BOXSTER MODELS IN RPM’S CLUBSPORT 
INSPIRED ROAD & TRACK MODELS. 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 


01 296 BB3824 


UNTTS 6 a 7* OLD AJRFELO irCl EST CHEDDINGTDN LANE. LONG MARSfTDN. HERTS. HP23 40R 


WVUW.RPIVITECHNIK.CO.UK 


WWW. watches .co.uk 

where time meets passion 


Swiss 



WvrcH 


COMPANY 



We specialise in the 
acquisition and sale of 
high quality Swiss watches 
both modern and vintage, 
un-wom and pre-owned. 

Free Watch Valuation On-line 
INSTANT CASH PAID 

I by appointment only: 

f +44 (0)20 8994 4567 

' 474a CMswicIc High Boad, Chiawich, London, W4 5TT 


Rolex ■ Panerai ■ TagHeuer ■ Audemars Piguet " Omega ■ Breitling ■ Zenith ■ IWC ■ Jaeger Le Coultre 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 


Saloons / Estates / 4x4s 


Car 

Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

Ibft/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

Max mph 

C02g/km 

EC mpg 

GVO rating 


Jaguar XFR-S Sportbrake 

203 R 

£82,495 

8/5000 

542/6500 

501/2500 

1967kg 

280 

4.6 

- 

186 

297 

22.2 

+ Looks fantastic, huge performance, nice balance - Not as sharp as the saloon 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XJ 3.0 V6 Diesel 

148 D 

£56,865 

6/2993 

271/4000 

442/2000 

1700kg 

162 

6.0 


155 

167 

46.3 

+ A great Jaguar - But not as great as the XJR... 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XJR 

191 D 

£92,370 

8/5000 

542/6500 

502/2500 

1805kg 

302 

4.4 

- 

174 

270 

24.4 

+ Flot-rod vibe, fine cabin - Opinion-dividing looks 

★★★★★ 

JaguarXJR 

054 R 

’03-09 

8/4i96 

400/6100 

408/3500 

i665kg 

244 

5.0 

- 

155 

- 

23.0 

+ Genuine 7-series rival - 2007 facelift didn ’t help middle-aged image 

★★★★★ 

Lexus IS F 

151 R 

£58,416 

8/4969 

417/6600 

372/5200 

1714kg 

247 

4.7 

10.9 

173 

270 

24.4 

+ Shockingly good Lexus - The M3’s available as a (second hand) four-door too 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Carlton 

170 R 

’9i-’93 

6/36i5 

377/5200 

419/4200 

i658kg 

23i 

4.8 

10.6 

176 

- 

17.0 

-! The Millennium Ealcon of saloon cars- Every drive a work-out 

★★★★★ 

Maserati Ghibli 

186 D 

£52,615 

6/2979 

325/5000 

406/1750 

1810kg 

182 

5.6 


163 

223 

29.4 

+ Bursting with character; good value compared to Quattroporte - It’s still a big car 

★★★★★ 

MaseratiGhibliS 

198 D 

£63,760 

6/2979 

404/5500 

406/4500 

1810kg 

227 

5.0 

- 

177 

242 

27.2 

+ Stands out from the crowd; sounds good too - Chassis lacks finesse, engine lacks reach irkirkix 

Maserati Quattroporte S 

184 D 

£80,115 

6/2979 

404/5500 

406/1750 

1860kg 

221 

5.1 


177 

242 

27.2 

+ Tempting alternative to V8 - Feel-free steering, secondary ride lacks decorum 

★★★★★ 

Maserati Quattroporte GTS 

179 D 

£108,185 

8/3798 

523/6800 

479/2250 

1900kg 

280 

4.7 

- 

190 

274 

23.9 

+ Performance, sense of occasion - Lacks the charisma and edge of its predecessor 

★★★★★ 

Maserati Quattroporte S 

i37R 

’08-’i2 

8/469i 

425/7000 

361/4750 

i990kg 

2/6 

5.7 

12.1 

174 

365 

18.0 

+ A QP with the bhp it deserves - Grille is a bit Hannibal Lecter 

★★★★★ 

Maserati Quattroporte Sport GTS 

UiP 

’08-’i2 

8/469i 

433/7000 

361/4750 

i990kg 

22/ 

5.i 

- 

177 

365 

18.0 

+ The most stylish supersaloon -Slightly wooden brakes, unforgiving ride 

irkirHz 

Maserati Quattroporte 

085 R 

’04-08 

8/4244 

394/7000 

333/4500 

i930kg 

207 

5.i 

- 

Ui 

- 

17.9 

+ Redefines big-car dynamics - Don ’t use auto mode 

irkirkiz 

Maserati Quattroporte Sport GTS 

ii3D 

’07-’08 

8/4244 

396/7000 

339/4250 

i930kg 

208 

5.5 

- 

167 

- 

- 

+ Best Quattroporte chassis so far - More power wouldn’t go amiss 

irkirkiz 

Mercedes-Benz WOE 2.5-16 

185 E 

’89-92 

4/2498 

201/6750 

177/5500 

rnokg 

U7 

7.2 

- 

U2 

- 

24.4 

+ M-B’s M3 alternative -Not as nimble as the Beemer 

irkirkiz 

Mercedes-Benz CLA45 AMG 

186 D 

£42,265 

4/1991 

355/6000 

332/2250 

1510kg 

239 

4.6 


155 

161 

31.0 

+ Strong performance, classy cabin - Pricey compared to A45 AMG hatchback 

irkirftit 

Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG 

151 R 

£57,275 

8/6208 

451/6800 

442/5000 

1655kg 

277 

4.4 

9.7 

160 

280 

23.5 

+ Monstrous pace and extremely engaging - M3’s just a little better... 

★ ★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz C55AMG 

088 R 

’04-’08 

8/5439 

367/5250 

376/4000 

i635kg 

228 

5.2 

- 

155 

- 

23.7 

+ Euriouslyfast, commendabiy discreet -Overshadowed by M3 and RS4 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG 

187 D 

£74,095 

8/5461 

549/5500 

531/1750 

1770kg 

315 

4.2 


155 

230 

28.8 

+ Power, response and accuracy in spades - A little lacking in originality 

★★★★★ 

□ Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG S Estate 

203 R 

£85,900 

8/5461 

577/5500 

590/2000 

1880kg 

312 

4.2 

- 

155 

234 

28.8 

+ Effortless power; intuitive and approachable - Dim-witted auto ’box 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG 

165 R 

’ii-’i3 

8/546i 

518/5250 

5i6/i750 

i765kg 

298 

4.2 

- 

155 

230 

28.8 

+ Turbo engine doesn ’t dilute E63 experience - Sometimes struggles for traction... 

irkirkiz 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG 

096 D 

’06-’09 

8/6208 

507/6800 

464/5200 

i765kg 

292 

4.5 

- 

155 

- 

W.8 

+ Brilliant engine, indulgent chassis - Vague steering, speed limits 

irkirk^ 

Mercedes-Benz E55 AMG 

052 R 

’03-’06 

8/5439 

476/6100 

516/2650 

i760kg 

27i 

4.8 

10.2 

155 

- 

219 

+ M5-humbling grunt, cosseting ride -Speed limits 

irkkirk 

Mercedes-Benz S63 AMG L 

191 D 

£119,575 

8/5461 

577/5500 

664/2250 

1995kg 

294 

4.4 


155 

237 

27.9 

+ Monster pace - Average steering feel 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz S63 AMG 

148 D 

’i0-’i3 

8/546i 

536/5500 

590/2000 

2040kg 

267 

4.5 

- 

155 

244 

26.9 

+ Massive torque, massively reduced emissions - Massive car 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz S65 AMG 

098 R 

’06-’i3 

12/5980 

604/4750 

737/2000 

2i85kg 

28i 

4.4 

- 

155 

334 

W.8 

+ God’s own supersaloon - Unholy price and thirst 

irkkirk 

Mercedes-Benz CLS63 AMG S 

199 D 

£86,500 

8/5461 

577/5500 

590/1750 

1795kg 

327 

4.1 

- 

155 

231 

28.5 

+ Remains quick and characterful - Dated gearbox, no four-wheel drive option in the UK 

kkkkrk 

Mercedes-Benz CLS63AMG 

178 R 

’ii-’i4 

8/546i 

518/5250 

5i6/i700 

i795kg 

293 

4.2 

- 

155 

25/ 

28.5 

+ Monster performance, 549bhp an option -Not as desirable as a Bentley or Aston 

kkkkk 

Mercedes-Benz CLS63AMG 

099 R 

’06-’ii 

8/6208 

507/6100 

464/2650 

i905kg 

270 

4.5 

- 

155 

345 

W.5 

+ Beauty, comfort, awesome performance - M5 has the edge on B-roads 

kkkkk 

Mercedes-Benz ML63 AMG 

176 R 

£84,125 

8/5461 

518/5250 

516/1750 

2270kg 

232 

4.7 

- 

155 

276 

23.9 

+ Great engine, surprisingly good dynamics - £85K buys a Boxster and an ML350... 

kkkkk 

Mercedes-Benz G63 AMG 

172 D 

£123,975 

8/5461 

537/5500 

560/2000 

2475kg 

220 

5.4 


130 

322 

- 

+ It exists; epic soundtrack - Ancient chassis, silly price 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo X FQ-300 SST 

118 R 

£31,349 

4/1998 

290/6500 

300/3500 

1590kg 

185 

5.2 

13.9 

155 

256 

26.2 

+ Evo gets twin-clutch transmission - Not as exciting as it used to be 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo XFQ-360 

122 D 

£38,559 

4/1998 

354/6500 

363/3500 

1560kg 

231 

4.1 


155 

328 

19.9 

+ Ridiculously rapid new Evo - A five-speed gearbox?! 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi EvoX EQ-330 SST 

134 R 

’08-’i2 

4/i998 

324/6500 

322/3500 

i590kg 

207 

4.4 

- 

155 

256 

- 

+ Great engine and gearbox combo -It still lives in the shadow of the Evo IX 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo XEQ-400 

i8iR 

’09-’i0 

4/i998 

403/6500 

387/3500 

i560kg 

262 

3.8 

- 

155 

328 

- 

+ Most powerful factory Evo ever... - ...about X grand too much when new 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo iXEQ-340 

088 R 

’05-’07 

4/i997 

345/6800 

321/4600 

UOOkg 

250 

4.3 

10.9 

157 

- 

- 

+ Gives Porsche drivers nightmares - Points. Lots of 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo iX MR EQ-360 

i8iR 

’05-’07 

4/i997 

366/6887 

363/3200 

UOOkg 

266 

3.9 

- 

157 

- 

- 

+ Well-executed engine upgrades - Prison food 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo Viii 

055 R 

’03-’04 

4/i997 

276/6500 

289/3500 

UiOkg 

199 

5.i 

- 

157 

- 

- 

+ The Evo gro ws up - Brakes need beefing up 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo Viii MR EQ-300 

057R 

’03-’05 

4/i997 

305/6800 

289/3500 

UOOkg 

22i 

4.8 

- 

157 

- 

20.5 

+ Extra pace, extra attitude- Extra money 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo Vii 

03iR 

’02-’03 

4/i997 

276/6500 

282/3500 

i360kg 

206 

5.0 

13.0 

UO 

- 

20.4 

+ Terrific all-rounder- You tell us 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo Vii RS Sprint 

04iD 

’02-’03 

4/i997 

320/6500 

327/6200 

mokg 

258 

4.4 

- 

150 

- 

- 

+ Ruthlessly focused road weapon - Eor the truly committed 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo ViRSSprint 

OUR 

’99 

4/i997 

330/6500 

323/3000 

i255kg 

267 

4.5 

11.8 

U5 

- 

- 

+ Lighter, keener, quicker than regular Evo - A little uncompromising 

kkkkk 

Mitsubishi Evo Vi Makinen Edition 

200 R 

’OO-’Oi 

4/i997 

276/6500 

275/2750 

i365kg 

205 

4.6 

- 

150 

- 

- 

+ Our favourite Evo - Subtle it is not 

kkkkk 

Porsche PanameraAS 

186 D 

£85,721 

6/2997 

414/6000 

383/1750 

1870kg 

225 

4.8 

- 

177 

208 

31.7 

+ Strong performance and typically fine Porsche chassis - Misses characterful V8 of old ‘S’ 

kkkkk 

Porsche Panamera GTS 

168 D 

£93,175 

8/4806 

430/6700 

383/3500 

1920kg 

228 

4.4 


179 

251 

26.4 

+ Sharper chassis; more urgent and vocal V8 - A BMW M5 is £17K less... 

kkkkk 

Porsche Panamera Turbo 

137 R 

£107,903 

8/4806 

493/6000 

516/2250 

1970kg 

254 

3.6 

8.9 

188 

270 

24.6 

+ Fast, refined and dynamically sound - It still leaves us cold 

kkkkk 

Porsche Panamera Turbo S 

159 D 

’ii-’i3 

8/4806 

542/6000 

590/2250 

i995kg 

276 

3.7 

- 

WO 

270 

24.6 

+ Pace, excellent ergonomics -Steering feel, ride 

kkkkk 

Porsche Macan S 

198 R 

£43,300 

672991 

335/5500 

339/1450 

1865kg 

183 

5.4 


157 

204 

31.4 

+ No less compelling than the Turbo - Although lacks its ultimate speed and agility 

kkkkk 

Porsche Macan Turbo 

194 R 

£59,300 

6/3604 

394/6000 

406/1350 

1925kg 

208 

4.8 

- 

165 

208 

30.7 

+ Doesn’t feel like an SUV - Still looks like one 

kkkkk 

Porsche Cayenne GTS (Mk2) 

173 D 

£68,117 

8/4806 

414/6500 

380/3500 

2085kg 

202 

5.6 


162 

251 

26.4 

+ Dynamically the best SUV on sale - At two tons, it’s still no sports car 

kkkkk 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo (Mk2) 

202 D 

£92,628 

8/4806 

513/6000 

533/2250 

2185kg 

239 

4.5 

- 

173 

261 

25.2 

+ Remarkable performance, handling, completeness - Bigger, heavier, pricier than Macan 

kkkkk 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo S (Mk2) 

184 D 

£107,784 

8/4806 

542/6000 

553/2250 

2215kg 

249 

4.5 


175 

270 

24.6 

+ Near-identical power and torque to a Zonda C12S - In an SUV 

kkkkk 

Range Rover Evoque Coupe Si4 

160 D 

£46,650 

4/1999 

237/6000 

251/1900 

1670kg 

144 

7.0 

- 

135 

199 

- 

+ Striking looks, sporting dynamics - Hefty price, and petrol version is auto-only 

kkkkk 

Range Rover Sport V8 Supercharged 

186 D 

£81,550 

8/4999 

503/6000 

460/2500 

2335kg 

219 

5.0 

- 

155 

298 

22.1 

+ Deceptively quick and capable sports SUV - It’s still got a weight problem 

kkkkk 

Range Rover SDV8 

180 D 

£78,120 

8/4367 

334/3500 

516/1750 

2360kg 

144 

6.5 


140 

229 

32.5 

+ Lighter, more capable, even more luxurious - Diesel V6 model feels more alert 

kkkkk 

Rolls-Royce Ghost 

186 D 

£170,250 

12/6592 

563/5250 

575/1500 

2360kg 

242 

4.7 

- 

155 

317 

20.8 ' 

+ It’s quicker than you think - It’s more enjoyable driven slowly 

kkkkk 

Rolls-Royce Phantom 

054 R 

£276,275 

12/6749 

453/5350 

531/3500 

2560kg 

180 

5.7 


149 

377 

18.0 

+ Rolls reinvented for the 21st Century - The roads are barely big enough 

kkkkk 

Subaru WRXSTI 

201 R 

£28,995 

4/2457 

296/6000 

300/4000 

1534kg 

196 

5.2 

- 

159 

242 

27.2 

+ Fast Subaru saloon returns (again) - Without a power increase 

kkkkk 

Subaru WRXSTi 

i5iD 

’i0-’i3 

4/2457 

296/6000 

300/4000 

i505kg 

200 

5./ 

- 

158 

243 

26.9 

+ East Subaru saloon returns - Without the blue paint and gold wheels 

kkkkk 

Subaru impreza WRX GB270 

i09D 

’07 

4/2457 

266/5700 

310/3000 

UiOkg 

192 

5.2 

- 

U3 

- 

- 

+ Sitting final fling for ‘classic’ Impreza - End of an era 

kkkkk 

Subaru impreza STi 

090 R 

’05-’07 

4/2457 

276/6000 

289/4000 

U95kg 

188 

5.3 

- 

158 

- 

25.9 

+ Stunning to drive -Not so stunning to look at 

kkkkk 

Subaru impreza STi Spec C * 

084 D 

’05-’07 

4/i994 

320/6730 

3ii/3500 

i350kg 

240 

4.3 

- 

157 

- 

- 

+ Lighter, faster, fiercer -The need for self-restraint 

kkkkk 

Subaru impreza RB320 

i05R 

’07 

4/2457 

316/6000 

332/3750 

U95kg 

2i5 

4.8 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ Sitting tribute to a rallying legend - Too hardcore for some? 

kkkkk 

Subaru impreza WRXSTiPPP 

073 R 

’03-’05 

4/i994 

300/6000 

299/4000 

U70kg 

207 

5.2 

12.9 

U8 

- 

- 

+ A Subaru with real edge - Bit too edgy in the wet 

kkkkk 

Subaru STi Type PA Spec C * 

067R 

’03-’05 

4/i994 

335/7000 

280/3750 

i380kg 

247 

4.3 

11.1 

160 

- 

- 

+ Best Impreza since the Pi- Lost its throbby flat-four voice 

kkkkk 

Subaru impreza Turbo 

OUR 

’98-’00 

4/i994 

215/5600 

214/4000 

i235kg 

177 

5.4 

14.6 

U4 

- 

27.2 

+ Destined for classic status- Thirsty 

kkkkk 

Subaru impreza Pi 

200 R 

’OO-’Oi 

4/i994 

276/6500 

260/4000 

i283kg 

2i9 

4.9 

13.3 

150 

- 

25.0 

+ Ultimate old-shape Impreza - Prices reflect this 

kkkkk 

Subaru impreza RB5 (PPP) 

i87R 

’99 

4/i994 

237/6000 

258/3500 

i235kg 

195 

5.0 

14.1 

U3 

- 

- 

+ Perfect blend of poise and power- Limited numbers 

kkkkk 

Subaru impreza 22B 

188 R 

’98-99 

4/22i2 

276/6000 

265/3200 

i270kg 

220 

5.0 

13.1 

150 

- 

- 

+ The ultimate Impreza - Doesn’t come cheap 

kkkkk 

Tesla Model S Performance 

196 R 

£69,080 

310kW 

416 

442/0 

2100kg 

201 

4.2 

- 

130 

0 

n/a 

+ Intoxicating performance, soothing refinement - Generic styling, charging limitations 

kkkkk 

Vauxhall Insignia VXRSuperSport 

189 D 

£29,749 

6/2792 

321/5250 

321/5250 

1825kg 

179 

5.6 


170 

249 

26.6 

+ A 170mph Vauxhall - Should be a more engaging steer 

kkkkk 

Vauxhaii Vectra VXR 

i02D 

’06-09 

6/2792 

276/5500 

262/1800 

i580kg 

177 

6./ 

- 

i6i 

- 

2Z4 

+ Great engine, effortless pace, good value - Numb steering, lumpy ride 

kkkkk 

Vauxhall VXR8 GTS 

187 D 

£54,499 

8/6162 

576/6150 

545/3850 

1834kg 

311 

4.2 

- 

155 

363 

18.5 

+ Brawn, pace, character - Frustrating chassis settings; it’s nearly C63 money 

kkkkk 

Vauxhaii VXR8 GTS 

i60R 

’ii-’i3 

8/6i62 

425/6000 

406/4600 

i83ikg 

236 

4.9 

- 

155 

320 

20.9 

+ Oversteery and characterful A vailable as a pick-up tool- Nearly M3 saloon money 

kkkkk 

Vauxhaii VXR8 Bathurst S 

148 R 

’09 

8/6i62 

564/6000 

527/4000 

i866kg 

307 

4.6 

10.7 

155 

- 

- 

+ A tauter VXR8. Bonkers pace, brilliant noise - Gearchange still rubbish 

kkkkk 

Volvo S60 Polestar 

179 D 

£40,160 

6/2953 

324/5250 

354/5250 

1716kg 

192 

5.5 


155 

231 

28.5 

+ Capable of swift, smooth progress - Swift and smooth doesn’t mean fun 

kkkkk 

Volvo V60 Polestar 

197 D 

£49,775 

6/2953 

345/5250 

369/3000 

1759kg 

199 

5.0 

- 

155 

237 

27.7 

+ First Volvo to get a full Polestar makeover - Still a close relative of the standard V60 

kkkkk 


POCKET 


buying guide 


Mazda MX-5 (Mk3) 

Years 2005-present 

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1999cc Power 158bhp 
@ 6700rpm Torque 1391b ft @ SOOOrpm 
O-eOmph 7.8sec Top speed 131mph 
(spec is for 2.0 Sport) 



WHY WOULD YOU? 

It’s tremendous fun for very little money. Early 
examples were curiously disappointing, but Mazda 
quickly fixed that and later ‘Mk3.5’ versions are a 
hoot. The MX-5 is reliable and cheap to run, too - 
an ideal evo car for the cash-strapped driver. 
WHAT TO PAY 

Early 1.8s start from £4000; pay £750-950 extra 
for a 2.0. Facelifted cars begin at £9000. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 

Engines are bombproof provided the oil is changed 
every year/10,000 miles. Gearboxes are equally 
sturdy. Careful suspension alignment is vital - it’s 
one of the factors that made early Mk3s feel 
remote and snappy. They’re also sensitive to tyre 
condition. Check the hood is in good condition, 
and look for corrosion - previous-gen MX-5s have 
a real reputation for rust. (Full guide, evo 199.) 


Iwww.evo.co.u ^163 







GET YOUR 
EVO MERCHANDISE 

HERE! 

evo mugs, T-shirts, hoodies & stickers 



View thefuU range at 

www.shotdeadinthehead.com/evo.html 


Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

Audi RSSpyder. The Spyder boasts supercar looks, 
presence and performance, yet you really could drive one 
every day. The V8 has a sweet engine and great dynamics, 
but If money’s no object, we’d be seriously tempted by the 
equally brilliant VIO. 



Best of the Rest 

The Mk3 Porscne Boxster S Is a brilliant all-rounder, while the 
Lotus Exige S Roadster counters with a more focused driving 
experience. Jaguar’s F-type also Impresses In both S (left) and 
V8 S forms. Mazda’s MX-5 Is best for budget rear-drive fun, but 
for the ultimate thrills, get a Caterham 620R or Ariel Atom. 


Sports Cars / Convertibles 


Car 

Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

E 

& 

r. 

A 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

6 

Max mph 

E 

S 

(N 

8 

ECmpg 

eVO rating 


Alfa Romeo 8C Spider 

161 R 

’09-'ii 

8/4691 

450/7000 

354/4750 

i675kg 

273 

4.5 


181 

- 


+ Beauty meets beast. They hit it off - Boot is useless for touring 

★★★★★ 

Ariel Atom 3.5 Supercharged 

180 D 

£38,000 

4/1998 

310/8400 

169/7200 

550kg 

573 

2.7 

- 

155 


- 

+ As mad as ever -Rain 

★★★★★ 

Ariel Atom 3.5R 

198 R 

£64,800 

4/1998 

350/8400 

243/6100 

550kg 

647 

2.6 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ Remarkable balance, poise and pace - Pricey 

★★★★★ 

Ariel Atom Mugen 

165 R 

£55,000 

4/1998 

270/8300 

188/6000 

550kg 

499 

2.9 


150 


- 

+ Perfect engine for the Atom’s chassis - Only ten being made 

★ ★★★★ 

Ariel Atom V8 500 

165 R 

£146,699 

8/3000 

475/10,500 

284/7750 

550kg 

877 

3.0 

5.8 

170 

- 

- 

+ An experience unlike anything else on Planet Car - £150K for an Atom 

★★★★★ 

Ariel Atom 3 245 

113 D 

’08-12 

4/1998 

245/8200 

155/5200 

500kg 

498 

3.2 

- 

150 

- 

33.0 

+ The Atom Just got a little bit better - Can still be a bit draughty... 

irkirkir: 

Ariel Atom 3 Supercharged 

138 R 

’09-12 

4/1998 

300/8200 

162/7200 

550kg 

554 

3.3 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ It’s brilliant - It’s mental 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage Roadster 

130 R 

£89,994 

8/4735 

420/7000 

346/5750 

1710kg 

250 

4.7 

- 

180 

328 

20.4 

+ Sportiest, coolest drop-top Aston in years - Starting to feel its age 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage S Roadster 

161 R 

£108,995 

8/4735 

430/7300 

361/5000 

1690kg 

258 

4.6 

- 

189 

299 

21.9 

+ Sounds amazing, looks even better - Still not the best drop-top in its class 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V12 Vantage S Roadster 

202 D 

£147,000 

12/5935 

565/6750 

457/5750 

1745kg 

329 

4.1 

- 

201 

343 

- 

+ A brilliant two-seat roadster... - ...let down by a frustrating gearbox 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Vi2 Vantage Roadster 

175 R 

’12-14 

12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

i760kg 

294 

4.4 

- 

190 

- 

- 

+ As good as the coupe, with amplified Vi2 rumble - Just a smidgen shakier 

irkkirk 

Aston Martin DB9 Volante 

150 D 

£141,995 

12/5935 

470/6000 

443/5000 

1815kg 

263 

4.6 

- 

190 

368 

18.2 

+ Consummate cruiser and capable when pushed - Roof-up wind noise 

irkkirk 

Aston Martin DBS Volante 

1330 

’09-’i2 

12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

i8i0kg 

286 

4.3 

- 

191 

388 

17.3 

+ A feelgood car par excellence - It’s a bit of a heavyweight 

kkkkk 

Audi TTS Roadster 

1220 

'08-14 

4/1984 

268/6000 

258/2500 

i455kg 

187 

5.6 

- 

155 

189 

34.9 

+ Effortlessly quick - Long-term appeal open to question 

kkkkk 

Audi TTRS Roadster 

1330 

'09-'i4 

5/2480 

335/5400 

332/1600 

BiOkg 

225 

4.7 

- 

155 

212 

31.0 

+ T errific engine... - ...is the best thing about it 

kkkkk 

Audi TT Roadster (Mki 225bhp) 

016 R 

’00-’06 

4/1781 

225/5900 

206/2200 

i395kg 

164 

6.9 

20.0 

150 

- 

30.4 

+ Winner on the King’s Road - Trails Boxster on the open road 

kkkkk 

AudiS5 Cabriolet 

130 0 

£46,770 

b/2995 

328/5500 

325/2900 

1875kg 

178 

5.6 

- 

155 

199 

33.2 

+ Gets the S4’s trick supercharged engine - Bordering on dull 

kkkkk 

AudiRS5 Cabriolet 

1790 

£69,505 

8/4163 

444/8250 

317/4000 

1920kg 

235 

4.9 


155 

249 

26.4 

+ Pace, looks, interior, naturally aspirated V8 - Not the last word in fun or involvement 

kkkkk 

AudiRSA Cabriolet 

0940 

’06-’08 

8/4163 

414/7800 

317/5500 

i845kg 

228 

4.9 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ That engine - Wibble wobble, wibble wobble, jelly on a plate 

kkkkk 

Audi R8V8 Spyder 

1860 

£102,385 

8/4163 

424/7900 

317/6000 

1660kg 

259 

4.8 


■ 187 

337 

19.6 

+ More delicate and subtle than the VIO - The VIO sounds even better 

kkkkk 

AudiR8 VIO Spyder 

185 R 

£123,485 

10/5204 

518/8000 

391/6500 

1720kg 

306 

4.1 


194 

349 

19.0 

+ Sensational for the money - Not quite a rival for the 458 and 12C Spiders 

kkkkk 

BAC Mono 

189 R 

£114,045 

4/2261 

280/7700 

206/6000 

540kg 

527 

2.8 

- 

170 

- 

- 

+ The most single-minded track car available - That means no passengers... 

kkkkk 

Bentley Continental GTV8 Convertible 

168 R 

£150,200 

8/3993 

500/6000 

487/1700 

2395kg 

212 

4.7 


187 

254 

25.9 

+ One of the world’s best topless GTs - Still no sports car 

kkkkk 

Bentley Continental GT V8 S Convertible 

1940 

£160,500 

8/3993 

521/6000 

502/1700 

2395kg 

221 

4.5 

- 

191 

258 

25.4 

+ A true drivers’ Bentley - Excessively heavy; feels like it could give more 

kkkkk 

Bentley Conti GT Speed Convertible 

1870 

£181,000 

12/5998 

626/6000 

605/1700 

2420kg 

263 

4.1 

- 

203 

347 

19.0 

+ Effortless performance, style - Running costs a tad on the high side 

kkkkk 

Bentley Continental Supersports 

1470 

’i0-’i2 

12/5998 

621/6000 

590/2000 

2395kg 

263 

3.9 

- 

202 

388 

17.3 

+ Fast, capable and refined - Coupe does the Supersports thing better 

kkkkk 

Bentley Continental GTC Speed 

BID 

’09-’ii 

12/5998 

600/6000 

590/1750 

2485kg 

245 

4.5 

- 

200 

396 

17.0 

+ A great convertible just got better - Optional carbon brakes a necessity 

kkkkk 

BMW Z4 sDrive 35i M Sport (Mk2) 

186 0 

£43,005 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1300 

1505kg 

204 

5.2 


155 

219 

30.1 

+ Looks, hard-top versatility, drivetrain - Clumsy chassis is upset by ragged surfaces 

kkkkk 

BMWZ43.0si(Mki) 

0940 

’06-09 

6/2996 

265/6600 

232/2750 

BiOkg 

205 

5.7 

- 

155 

- 

32.9 

+ Terrific straight-six - Handling not as playful as we’d like 

kkkkk 

BMW Z4M Roadster 

091 R 

’06-09 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/4900 

UiOkg 

244 

4.8 

- 

155 

- 

23.3 

+ Exhilarating and characterful, that engine -Stiff suspension 

kkkkk 

BMWMRoadster 

002R 

’98-02 

6/3246 

325/7400 

258/4900 

i375kg 

240 

5.3 

- 

155 

- 

25.4 

+ Fresh-air M3, that motor, hunky looks- M Coupe drives better 

kkkkk 

BMW 435i Convertible 

194 0 

£44,980 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1740kg 

176 

5.6 


155 

190 

34.8 

+ Impressive chassis, smart looks, neat roof - Extra weight, not as composed as coupe 

kkkkk 

BMW M4 Convertible (F83) 

202 0 

£60,745 

6/2979 

425/5500 

406/1850 

1750kg 

247 

4.6 


155 

213 

31.0 

+ As good as fast four-seat drop-tops get... - ...but still not as good as a coupe or saloon 

kkkkk 

BMW M3 Convertible (E93) 

1190 

’08-13 

8/3999 

414/8300 

295/3900 

BiOkg 

232 

5.3 

- 

155 

297 

222 

+ MOCT transmission, pace, slick roof- Extra weight blunts the edge 

kkkkk 

BMW M3 Convertible (E46) 

0350 

’0i-’06 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/5000 

i655kg 

207 

5.3 

- 

155 

- 

23.3 

+ That engine - Gets the wobbles on British B-roads 

kkkkk 

BMW M6 Convertible 

098 0 

’06-’i0 

10/4999 

500/7750 

384/6100 

i930kg 

264 

4.8 

- 

155 

352 

19.2 

+ Composure, grip, power, comfort -Steering lacks feel at low speed 

kkkkk 

BMWZ8 

026 R 

’00-’03 

8/4941 

400/6600 

369/3800 

i585kg 

256 

4.8 

11.1 

155 

- 

14.4 

+ M5-powered super-sportster- MS’s more fun to drive 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven 160 

198 R 

£18,330 

4/660 

80/7000 

79/3400 

490kg 

166 

6.5 

- 

100 

- 

- 

+ The fabulous Seven formula at its most basic - Gets pricey with options 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven Roadsport 125 

105 R 

£23,330 

4/1595 

125/6100 

120/5350 

539kg 

235 

5.9 

- 

112 

- 

- 

+ New Ford-engined model isjust great - Bigger drivers need SV model 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven Supersport 

165 R 

£24,830 

4/1595 

140/6900 

120/5790 

520kg 

273 

4.9 


120 


- 

+ One of the best Caterhams is less than £20K... - ...if you build it yourself 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven Supersport R 

180 0 

£28,330 

4/1999 

180/7300 

143/6100 

535kg 

342 

4.8 

- 

130 

- 

- 

+ The best road-and-track Seven yet - Impractical, noisy, uncomfortable 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven Superlight R400 

105 R 

£36,330 

4/1999 

210/7800 

152/5750 

525kg 

406 

3.8 

- 

140 

- 

- 

+ R400 reborn with (lots of) Ford power - Slightly hesitant low-rev pick-up 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven Superlight R500 

123 R 

£43,055 

4/1999 

263/8500 

177/7200 

506kg 

528 

2.9 

- 

150 

- 

- 

+ Better power-to-weight ratio than a Veyron - Until you add the driver 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven CSR 260 Superlight 

094 R 

£45,330 

4/2261 

256/7500 

200/6200 

565kg 

460 

3.8 


155 


- 

+ Brilliant for high days, holidays and trackdays - Wet Wednesdays 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven 620R 

187 R 

£50,555 

4/1999 

311/7700 

219/7350 

545kg 

580 

2.8 

- 

155 


- 

+ Banzai on track, yet still relevant on the road - £50k for a Seven? 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven Superlight R300 

BOR 

’09-’i2 

4/1999 

175/7000 

139/6000 

5i5kg 

345 

4.5 

- 

140 

- 

- 

+ Possibly all the Caterham you need - They’re not cheap 

kkkkk 

Caterham Levante 

131 R 

’09-’i0 

8/2398 

550/10000 

300/8500 

520kg 

1074 

4.8 

8.2 

150 

- 

- 

+ Twice the power-to-weight ratio of a Veyron! - Not easy to drive slowly 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven R300 

068 R 

’02-’06 

4/i796 

160/7000 

130/5000 

500kg 

325 

4.7 

- 

130 

- 

- 

+ Our 2002 TrackdayCarofthe Year- Not for wimps 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven R400 

068 R 

’03-’06 

4/i796 

200/7500 

150/5750 

490kg 

415 

3.9 

- 

140 

- 

- 

+ Race-car with a number plate- Your missus will leave you 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven R500 

200 R 

’99-’06 

4/i796 

230/8600 

155/7200 

460kg 

510 

3.6 

8.8 

146 

- 

- 

+ The K-series Seven at its very best- No cup holders 

kkkkk 

Caterham Seven R500 Evolution 

069 R 

’04 

4/1998 

250/8000 

190/4000 

460kg 

552 

3.9 

8.1 

150 

- 

- 

+ Madder than Mad Jack McMad- Er, it’s a bit mad 

kkkkk 

Donkervoort D8 GTO Performance 

185 R 

£120,000 

5/2480 

375/5500 

350/1750 

695kg 

548 

2.8 


168 


- 

+ There’s nothing else like it - Pricey for a car with a five-cylinder engine 

kkkkk 

Ferrari California T 

198 0 

£154,490 

8/3855 

552/7500 

557/4750 

1729kg 

324 

3.6 

- 

196 

250 

26.9 

+ Turbocharged engine is a triumph - Still places daily useability above outright thrills 

kkkkk 

Ferrari California 

1710 

’08-’i4 

8/4297 

483/7750 

372/5000 

i705kg 

290 

3.8 

- 

193 

299 

- 

+ Revised with sharper performance and dynamics - We ’d still take a 458 Spider 

kkkkk 

Honda S2000 

1180 

’99-’09 

4/1997 

237/8300 

153/7500 

i260kg 

191 

6.2 

- 

150 

- 

28.2 

+ An alternative and rev-happy roadster- The Boxster’s better 

kkkkk 

Jaguar F-type Convertible 

186 R 

£58,535 

6/2995 

335/6500 

332/3500 

1597kg 

213 

5.3 


161 

205 

32.1 

+ Beautiful, enjoyable, responsive - Noticeablyjunior to the V6 S 

kkkkk 

Jaguar F-type S Convertible 

183 R 

£67,535 

6/2995 

375/6500 

339/3500 

1614kg 

236 

4.9 


171 

209 

32.1 

+ Better-damped and more rounded than the V8 S - A Boxster S is £20k cheaper 

kkkkk 

Jaguar F-type V8 S Convertible 

183 R 

£79,995 

8/5000 

488/6500 

461/2500 

1665kg 

298 

4.3 

- 

186 

259 

25.5 

+ Wilder than the V6 S - Could be too exuberant for some 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XK 5.0 Convertible 


£60,975 

8/5000 

380/6500 

380/3500 

1621kg 

238 

5.3 


155 

264 

25.2 

+ Basic XK gets extra power... - ...but loses some of its GT refinement 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XKR Convertible 

BOR 

£75,975 

8/5000 

503/6000 

461/2500 

1725kg 

296 

4.6 

- 

155 

292 

23.0 

+ Gains Jag’s fantastic new V8 - Loses sporting ground to its main foes 

kkkkk 

Jaguar XKR-S Convertible 

167 R 

£104,490 

8/5000 

542/6500 

502/2500 

1725kg 

319 

4.2 


186 

292 

23.0 

+ Loud and mad; most exciting Jag in years - It’s also the most expensive in years 

kkkkk 

JaguarXK 

089 R 

’0P~09 

8/4196 

~ 294/6000 

303/4100 

~ i635kg 

183 

■ 6. 6 ~ 

- 

'155 

- 

'25.0 

+ Every bit as good as the XK coupe -294bhp still only just enough 

kkkkk 

JaguarXKR 


’06-’09 

8/4196 

414/6250 

413/4000 

i705kg 

247 

5.0 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ First Jag sports car for years - Overwrought detailing 

kkkkk 

JaguarXKR 

004 R 

’97-’06 

8/3996 

370/6150 

387/3600 

i750kg 

215 

5.4 

12.8 

155 

- 

15.6 

+ Hurricane-in-the-hair motoring- A danger to toupees everywhere 

kkkkk 

KTMX-BowGT 

183 0 

£95,880 

4/1984 

281/6400 

310/3200 

875kg 

326 

4.1 

- 

144 

189 

34.0 

+ Extraordinary ability, now in a more road-friendly package - Price 

kkkkk 

KTMX-BowR 

165 R 

£87,480 

4/1984 

296/5500 

295/3300 

818kg 

368 

3.6 


144 


- 

+ Sharper handling, more power - Pity it’s not even lighter, and cheaper 

kkkkk 

KTMX-Bow 

138 R 

’08-’i2 

4/1984 

237/5500 

229/2000 

8i8kg 

294 

3.8 

- 

137 

- 

- 

+ Mad looks: real quality feel - Heavier and pricier than you’d hope 

kkkkk 


PAST 


Brabus EV12 Issue 005, March 1 999 


1 
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J 

1 


Can a Berlin taxi outpace 
a Ferrari F40? It can if it’s 
got 574bhp, as John Barker 
found out in March 1999 


master of understatement. At first glance the speedo 
appears to be calibrated In kph, the last marking being 220. 
It’s mph, of course... 

The starter motor whirrs In double time and the engine 
catches with a complex, sonorous V12 burble. Close your eyes 


The Brabus takes off like an elephant that’s backed onto 
a cattle prod, the V12 walls, the rear tyres tear at asphalt, the 
tall squirms and judders left and right. It’s fast all right but 
not terrifyingly so. This, you sense. Is deep-chested power for 
the long haul, the big push to 200mph.’ 
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The UK's No.l funder 
FOR Prestige cars 



WE FUND ANY CAR, NEW OR USED 
FROM ANY UK DEALER OR PRIVATE SELLER 




Proud to be a Patron of 

The Prince’s Trust proices^st 


THE ALTERNATIVE TO DEALER FINANCE... GET A FREE QyOTATION TODAY 


CALL US TODAy ON: 


08450 944 997 

www.oraclefinance.co.uk 


ORACLE ^ 

FINANCE 


Please contact us for an individual finance quotation on any prestige or sports car. Rnance & terms are subject to status. UK 
residente only. Oracle Asset Finance Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for the sale of consumer 
credit. We are an independent broker, dealing with a wide range of lenders in order to give customers a broad and competitive 

choice of products. We are not affiliated to any motor manufacturer. 






Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 


Sports Cars / Convertibles 


Car 

Issue no. 

Price 

Engine 

cyl/cc 

bhp/rpm 

Ibft/rpm 

Weight 

bhp/ton 

0-60mph 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

Max mph 

C02g/km 

EC mpg 

GVO rating 


Lotus Elisel.6 

144 D 

£30,900 

4/1598 

134/6800 

118/4400 

876kg 

155 

6.0 


127 

149 

45.0 

+ New 1.6 Elise is light and fantastic - Smaller engine could put some off 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elisel.6 Club Racer 

183 R 

£30,900 

4/1598 

134/6800 

118/4400 

852kg 

160 

6.0 


127 

149 

45.0 

+ Even lighter, even more focused - A touch pricey for a stripped-out Elise 

★ ★★★★ 

Lotus EliseS 

172 R 

£37,200 

4/1798 

217/6800 

184/4600 

924kg 

239 

4.2 

- 

145 

175 

37.5 

+ New supercharged Elise boasts epic grip and pace -£37K before (pricey) options... 

★★★★★ 

Lotus EliseS Club Racer 

189 D 

£37,200 

4/1798 

217/6800 

184/4600 

905kg 

244 

4.2 


145 

175 

37.5 

+ Purist approach intensifies ability -Lightest, option-free spec requires commitment 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Exige S Roadster 

186 R 

£55,500 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295/4500 

1166kg 

301 

4.0 

- 

145 

236 

28.0 

+ Like the hard-top Exige S, but more road-friendly - Boxster S is a better all-rounder 

★★★★★ 

Lotus BiseR 

068 R 

’04-11 

4/1796 

189/7800 

133/6800 

860kg 

223 

5.6 

13.9 

150 

196 

34.4 

+ Most thrillsome Elise yet - Blaring engine note 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise SC 

131 R 

’08-11 

4/1794 

218/8000 

156/5000 

870kg 

254 

4.5 

11.4 

148 

199 

33.2 

+ All the usual Elise magic - Supercharged engine lacks sparkle 

irkirkiz 

Lotus EliseS 1.8 

104 R 

’06-’10 

4/1794 

134/6200 

127/4200 

860kg 

158 

6.3 

18.7 

127 

- 

37.2 

+ Brilliant entry-level Elise - Precious little 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise ms 

049 R 

’02-’04 

4/1796 

156/7000 

129/4650 

860kg 

197 

5.1 

- 

131 

- 

40.9 

+ A genuinely useable Elise - Air-con? In an Elise? 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise Sport 135 

040 D 

’03 

4/1796 

135/6200 

129/4850 

726kg 

189 

5.4 

- 

129 

- 

- 

+ OneofourfaveS2Elises- Brakes need more bite and pedal feel 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise Sport 190 

044 R 

’03 

4/1796 

190/7800 

128/5000 

710kg 

272 

4.7 

12.1 

135 

- 

- 

+ Eabulous trackday tool- Pricey 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elise (SI) 

126 R 

’96-’00 

4/1796 

118/5500 

122/3000 

731kg 

164 

6.1 

18.5 

126 

- 

39.4 

+ A modern classic- A tad impractical? 

★★★★★ 

Lotus 2-Eleven Supercharged 

123 R 

’07-’n 

4/1796 

252/8000 

179/7000 

670kg 

382 

3.8 

- 

150 

- 

- 

+ Impressive on road and track - Not hardcore enough for some 

★★★★★ 

Lotus 2-Eleven GT4 

138 R 

’09-’n 

4/1796 

266/8200 

179/7200 

670kg 

403 

3.7 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ evo Track Car of the Year 2009 -It’s a 76-grand Lotus with no roof 

★★★★★ 

Lotus 2-Eleven 

126 R 

’07-’n 

4/1796 

189/7800 

133/6800 

720kg 

267 

4.3 

- 

140 

- 

- 

+ Not far off supercharged car’s pace - Pricey once it’s made road-legal 

★★★★★ 

Lotus 340R 

126 R 

’00 

4/1796 

190/7800 

146/5000 

658kg 

293 

4.5 

12.5 

126 

- 

- 

+ Hardcore road-racer... - ...that looks like a dune buggy from Mars 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Elan SE 

095 R 

’89-’95 

4/1588 

165/6600 

148/4200 

1022kg 

164 

6.7 

- 

137 

- 

21.0 

+ Awesome front-drive chassis- Rather uninvolving 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranCabrio 

142 D 

£98,340 

8/4691 

434/7000 

332/4750 

1980kg 

223 

5.2 

- 

177 

337 

19.5 

+ As good to drive as it is to look at - Lacks the grunt of some rivals 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranCabrio Sport 

161 D 

£103,935 

8/4691 

444/7000 

376/4750 

1980kg 

228 

5.0 


177 

377 

19.5 

+ Looks, performance, cruising ability - Brakes could be sharper 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranCabrio MC 

185 D 

£111,770 

8/4691 

454/7000 

383/4750 

1973kg 

234 

4.9 

- 

179 

337 

19.5 

+ Most powerful GranCabrio yet - The GranCabrio is starting to show its age 

★★★★★ 

Mazda MX-51.8iSE(Mk3.5) 


£18,495 

4/1798 

124/6500 

123/4500 

1075kg 

117 

9.9 


121 

167 

39.8 

+ Basic MX-5 offers plenty of fun - But you’ll probably want the 2.0’s power 

★★★★★ 

Mazda MX-5 R’ster Coupe 2.0i (Mk3.5) 

170 R 

£23,095 

4/1999 

158/7000 

139/5000 

1173kg 

137 

7.9 

- 

136 

181 

36.2 

+ Handles brilliantly again - Less than macho image; no soft-top option with 2-litre engine ★★★★★ 

Mazda MX-5 1.81 (Mk3) 

091 R 

’05-’09 

4/1798 

124/6500 

123/4500 

n55kg 

108 

9.3 

- 

122 

- 

- 

+ Gearchange, interior - Lost some of the charm of old MX-5s; dubious handling 

★★★★★ 

Mazda MX-5 1.81 (Mk2) 

017R 

’98-’05 

4/1839 

146/7000 

124/5000 

1065kg 

140 

8.6 

- 

123 

- 

32.5 

+ Affordable ragtops don’t get much better- Cheap cabin 

★★★★★ 

Mazda MX-5 1.6 (Mkl) 

131 R 

’89-97 

4/1597 

115/6500 

100/5500 

971kg 

120 

9.0 

- 

114 

- 

- 

+ The original and still (pretty much) the best- Less than rigid 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLK350 Sport 

161 R 

£44,605 

6/3498 

302/6500 

273/3500 

1465kg 

209 

5.5 


155 

167 

39.8 

+ Best non-AMG SLKyet - Still no Boxster-beater 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG 

186 R 

£55,345 

8/5461 

416/6800 

398/4500 

1615kg 

262 

4.6 

- 

155 

195 

33.6 

+ Quicker and more economical than ever - Needs to be sharper, too 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLK55AMG 

087R 

’05-10 

8/5439 

355/5750 

376/4000 

1575kg 

229 

4.9 

- 

155 

- 

23.5 

+ Superb engine, responsive chassis - No manual option, ESP spoils fun 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG Black 

HOP 

’07-08 

8/5439 

394/5750 

383/3750 

1495kg 

268 

4.9 

11.2 

174 

- 

- 

+ AMG gets serious- Dull-witted 7G-Tronic auto box, uneven dynamics 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL500 

169 D 

£81,915 

8/4663 

429/5250 

516/1800 

1710kg 

255 

4.6 

- 

155 

212 

31.0 

+ Wafty performance, beautifully engineered - Lacks ultimate sports car feel 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 

171 D 

£112,510 

8/5461 

530/5500 

590/2000 

1770kg 

304 

4.3 


155 

231 

- 

+ Monster performance, lighter than before - Still heavy, steering lacks consistency 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG 

183 D 

£170,815 

12/5980 

621/4800 

737/2300 

1875kg 

336 

4.0 

- 

155 

270 

24.4 

+ Chassis just about deals with the power - Speed limits 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 

117D 

’08-13 

8/6208 

518/6800 

464/5200 

1970kg 

278 

4.6 

- 

155 

328 

20.0 

+ More focused than old SL55 AMG - Lost some of its all-round appeal 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL55 AMG 

070 R 

’02-07 

8/5439 

493/6100 

516/2650 

1955kg 

256 

4.6 

10.2 

155 

- 

- 

+ As fast as a Murcielago -Not as much fun 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG 

071 D 

’04-10 

12/5980 

604/4800 

737/2000 

2035kg 

302 

4.1 

- 

155 

- 

- 

+ Gob-smacking performance -Gob-smackingly pricey 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG Roadster 

167 R 

£176,985 

8/6208 

563/6800 

47914750 

1660kg 

345 

3.7 


197 

308 

21.4 

+ Loses none of the coupe’s talents - But (understandably) loses the gullwing doors 

★★★★★ 

Mini JCW Convertible (R57) 

BOR 

£24,950 

4/1598 

208/6000 

206/1850 

1230kg 

172 

6.9 

- 

146 

169 

38.7 

+ A manlier Mini cabrio. As hardcore as the hatch... - ...which is still better 

★★★★★ 

Morgans Wheeler 

198 R 

£25,950 

2/1976 

82/5250 

103/3250 

525kg 

159 

6.0 


115 

215 

30.3 

+ Quirky, characterful, brilliant - Can become a two-wheeler if you push too hard 

★★★★★ 

Morgan Plus 8 Speedster 

202 R 

£69,995 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1000kg 

368 

4.2 

- 

148 

282 

23.3 

+ Fantastic old-school roadster experience -Getsunsettled by big bumps 

★★★★★ 

Morgan Plus 8 

171 R 

£86,345 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1100kg 

334 

4.4 

- 

155 

256 

25.7 

+ Hilarious mix of old looks and new mechanicals -Refinement is definitely old-school 

★★★★★ 

Morgan Aero SuperSports 

■ 145 R 

£128,045 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1180kg 

312 

4.2 

- 

170 

- 

- 

+ As above, with a V8 and targa top - It’s proper supercar money 

★★★★★ 

Morgan Aero 8 

105 R 

’02-08 

8/4799 

362/6300 

361/3400 

1100kg 

334 

4.5 

- 

170 

- 

25.2 

+ Glorious sound, view over bonnet, dynamics -Awkward-looking rear 

★★★★★ 

Nissan 3701 Roadster 

143 R 

10-14 

6/3696 

326/7000 

269/5200 

1554kg 

213 

5.5 

- 

155 

262 

25.2 

+ The Zed’s old-school character remains intact - Its purposeful looks don ’t 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Boxster (981) 

172 R 

£38,810 

mm 

261/6700 

206/4500 

1310kg 

202 

5.4 

- 

164 

192 

34.5 

+ Goes & looks better; cleanest Boxster ever - Steering now electric to help cut C02 

★★★★★ 

Porsche BoxsterS (981) 

186 R 

£47,035 

6/3436 

311/6700 

265/4500 

1320kg 

239 

5.1 


173 

206 

32.1 

+ Boxster steps out of 91Ts shadow - But gets 91Ts less appealing electric steering 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Boxster GTS (981) 

203 D 

£52,879 

6/3436 

325/6700 

273/4500 

1345kg 

246 

5.0 

- 

174 

211 

31.4 

+ Superb dynamics, fantastic engine, great loooks - Sport suspension is very firm 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Boxster (987) 


’05-’12 

6/2893 

252/6400 

214/4400 

1335kg 

192 

5.9 

- 

163 

221 

30.0 

+ Second-gen Boxster’s as brilliant as ever- It’s a typically Porsche redesign 

★★★★★ 

Porsche BoxsterS (987) 

161 R 

’05-’12 

6/3436 

306/6400 

265/5500 

1355kg 

229 

5.3 

- 

170 

223 

29.7 

+ Asabove, but with more power- Lighter steering than before 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Boxster Spyder (987) 

188 R 

’10-’12 

6/3436 

316/7200 

273/4750 

1275kg 

252 

5.0 

- 

166 

221 

29.1 

+ Lighter, more driver-centric Boxster - Collapsed-brolly roof not the most practical 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Boxster (986) 

049 R 

’99-’04 

6/2687 

228/6300 

192/4700 

1275kg 

182 

6.3 

- 

155 

- 

29.1 

+ Still an impeccable sports car- Very little 

★★★★★ 

Porsche BoxsterS (986) 

070 R 

’99-’04 

6/3179 

260/6200 

228/4700 

1320kg 

200 

5.5 

- 

164 

- 

26.9 

+ Added power is seductive- Asabove 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera Cabriolet (991) 

183 R 

£82,072 

6/3436 

345/7400 

288/5600 

1450kg 

242 

5.0 

- 

178 

217 

30.7 

+ Brilliant engine - Doesn’t quite have the ‘magic at any speed’ character of previous 911s 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera S Cabriolet (991) 

171 R 

£92,108 

6/3800 

394/7400 

324/5600 

1465kg 

273 

4.6 

- 

187 

229 

29.1 

+ All-new open 911 drivesjust like the coupe - Which means the same artificial steering 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo Cabriolet (997) 

139 D 

’07-12 

6/3800 

493/6000 

479/1950 

1645kg 

305 

3.8 

- 

194 

275 

24.1 

+ Absurdly quick and capable drop-top - We’d still take the coupe 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo Cabriolet (996) 

060 R 

’03-05 

6/3596 

414/6000 

413/4600 

1700kg 

250 

4.7 

- 

185 

- 

- 

+ Easter than you'll ever need it to be -Just the image thingagain 

★★★★★ 

Radical SR3SL 

174 R 

£81,300 

4/2000 

300/6000 

265/4000 

795kg 

383 

3.0 

- 

161 

- 

- 

+ Our 2011 Track Car of the Year, and it’s road-legal - You’ll need to wrap up warm 

★★★★★ 

RadicalSR8LM 

138 R 

’09-12 

8/2800 

460/10,500 

260/8000 

680kg 

687 

3.2 

- 

168 

- 

- 

+ Eastest car around the Nordschleife - Convincing people it’s road legal 

★★★★★ 

Renault Sport Spider 

183 R 

’96-99 

4/1998 

148/6000 

136/4500 

930kg 

157 

6.5 


131 

- 

- 

+ Rarity, fabulous unassisted steering feel - Heavier than you’d hope 

★★★★★ 

Tesla Roadster 

131 R 

’08-12 

185kW 

248/4500 

273/0 

1283kg 

196 

5.0 

14.3 

120 

0 

n/a 

+ If this is the future, it’s going to be fun - Limited range, high price 

★★★★★ 

Toyota MR2 

187R 

’00-06 

4/1794 

138/6400 

125/4400 

975kg 

141 

7.2 

21.2 

130 

- 

38.2 

+ Tight lines, taut dynamics - Minimal luggage space 

★★★★★ 

TVR Tamora 

070 R 

’01-07 

6/3605 

350/7200 

290/5500 

1050kg 

338 

4.5 

- 

160 

- 

- 

+ Well-sorted soft-top TVR -Awkward styling 

★★★★★ 

TVR Tuscan Convertible 

091 R 

’05-07 

6/3996 

365/6800 

315/6000 

nookg 

337 

3.8 

8.1 

195+ 

- 

- 

+ Spirit of the Griff reborn- Over 195mph? Really? 

★★★★★ 

TVRChimaeraS.O 

007R 

’93-03 

8/4988 

320/5500 

320/3750 

1060kg 

307 

4.6 

- 

167 

- 

26.4 

+ Gorgeous noise, tarmac-rippling grunt- Details 

★★★★★ 

TVR Griffith 4.3 

068 R 

’92-93 

8/4280 

280/5500 

305/4000 

1060kg 

268 

4.8 

11.2 

148 

- 

- 

+ The car that made TVR. Cult status- Mere details 

★★★★★ 

TVR Griffith 500 

009 R 

’93-01 

8/4988 

320/5500 

320/3750 

1060kg 

307 

4.8 

11.2 

167 

- 

22.1 

+ Gruff diamond -A few rough edges 

★★★★★ 

VauxhallVX220 

023 R 

’00-04 

4/2198 

145/5800 

150/4000 

875kg 

168 

5.6 

- 

136 

- 

34.4 

+ Absurdly good Vauxhall- The badge? 

★★★★★ 

VauxhallVX220 Turbo 

066 R 

’03-’05 

4/1998 

197/5500 

184/1950 

930kg 

215 

4.7 

- 

151 

- 

- 

+ Nothing comes close for the money- Marginal everyday usability 

★★★★★ 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

Porsche 911 GT3. You might think the GT3’s win at 
evo Car of the Year 2013 was a foregone conciusion, but 
neither of the iast two GT3s (the 997.2 and 997.1) ciaimed 
an eCoty titie. Yet the 991 managed it, and in a vintage year 
too (Ferrari F12, Merc SLS Biack). Yes, it reaiiy is that good. 



Best of the Rest 

Aston’s V12 Vantage S (ieft) is a deepiy weii-sorted drivers’ car. 
Porsche’s second-gen Cayman S is a truiy great aii-rounder, 
or for simiiar money the Lotus Exige S is a proper road racer 
and was our joint 2012 Car of the Year. BMW’s M4 and Jaguar’s 
F-type S Coupe wouid both make great everyday propositions. 
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Alfa Romeo 4C 

190 R 

£45,000 

4/1742 

237/6000 

258/2200 

895kg 

269 

4.5 

- 

160 

157 

41.5 

+ Carbonfibre tub, mini-supercar looks - Hot hatch engine, clunky gearbox 

★★★★★ 

Alfa Romeo 8C Competizione 

i20R 

’07-’09 

8/4691 

450/7000 

354/4750 

i585kg 

288 

4.1 


181 

- 

- 

+ Looks, exclusivity, noise, balance - They’re all sold 

★★★★★ 

Alpina B3 Biturbo (E92) 

108 R 

’07-13 

6/2979 

355/5500 

369/3800 

i570kg 

230 

4.8 

- 

177 

- 

29.7 

+ Alpina’s M3 alternative - Too refined for some 

★★★★★ 

AlpinaB3GT3(E92) 

176 D 

’i2-’i3 

6/2979 

402/6000 

398/4500 

i535kg 

266 

4.4 

- 

186 

224 

- 

+ Alpina ’s M3 GTS alternative - Auto gearbox frustrates when pressing on 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage 

169 D 

£84,995 

mm 

420/7000 

346/5750 

1630kg 

262 

4.7 

- 

180 

328 

20.4 

+ 2012 upgrades keep the V8 Vantage on song - Starting to feel a little dated, though 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage S 

168 R 

£99,995 

mm 

430/7300 

361/5000 

1610kg 

271 

4.5 

- 

189 

299 

21.9 

+ Keener engine, V12 Vantage looks - Slightly sluggish auto only 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin V12 Vantage S 

190 R 

£138,000 

12/5935 

565/6750 

457/5750 

1665kg 

345 

3.7 

- 

205 


- 

+ The best car Aston Martin currently makes - Old-school automated 'box 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Vi2 Vantage 

146 R 

’09-’i3 

12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

mokg 

308 

4.4 

9.7 

190 

388 

17.3 

+ The car we hoped the V8 Vantage would be - Erm, a tad thirsty? 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin VUZagato 

181 E 

’13 

12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

mokg 

308 

4.2 


190 

388 

17.3 

+ The looks, the noise, the way it drives - It’s several times the price of a Vi2 Vantage 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin DB9 

178 R 

£131,995 

12/5935 

510/6500 

457/5500 

1785kg 

290 

4.6 

- 

183 

368 

18.2 

+ Better than the old DB9 in every respect - Automatic gearbox could be quicker 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin DBS 

i42R 

’07-’i2 

12/5935 

510/6500 

420/5750 

i695kg 

306 

4.2 

- 

79/ 

388 

17.3 

+ Stupendous engine, gearbox, brakes - Pricey. Can bite the unwary 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin DB7 Vantage 

OiOR 

’00-’05 

12/5935 

420/6000 

400/5000 

mokg 

241 

4.9 

11.2 

185 

- 

18.6 

+ DB7 with near-supercar pace - Handling lacks edge 

★★★★★ 

Audi TT 2.0 TFSI quattro (Mk3) 

203 D 

£32,785 

4/1984 

227/4500 

273/1600 

1335kg 

173 

5.3 

- 

155 

149 

44.1 

+ Looks, interior, decent performance and handling - Lacks ultimate involvement 

★★★★★ 

AudiTTS(Mk3) 

202 R 

£38,900 

4/1984 

306/5800 

280/1800 

1365kg 

228 

4.9 


155 



+ The most dynamically interesting TT yet - Still not as interactive as a Cayman 

★★★★★ 

Audi TT 2.0 TESI(Mk2) 

155 R 

'06-14 

4/1984 

208/4300 

258/1600 

i295kg 

163 

6.3 

15.7 

752 

754 

42.8 

+ Eront-driver loses nothing to quattro TTs - Steers like a computer game 

★★★★★ 

AudiTTS(Mk2) 

193 R 

'08-'i4 

4/1984 

268/6000 

258/2500 

i395kg 

195 

5.4 

- 

755 

184 

35.8 

+ Usefully quicker TT; great drivetrain - Still steers like a computer game 

★★★★★ 

AudiTTRS(Mk2) 

158 R 

'09-'i4 

5/2480 

335/5400 

332/1600 

i450kg 

235 

4.4 

11.1 

755 

209 

314 

+ Sublime 5-cylinder turbo engine - Rest of package can’t quite match it 

★★★★★ 

Audi TTRS Plus (Mk2) 

185 D 

'i2-'i4 

5/2480 

355/5500 

343/1650 

i450kg 

249 

4.3 

- 

774 

209 

314 

+ Stonkingly fast cross-country - Shockingly expensive fora TT 

★★★★★ 

Audi TT Sport (Mki) 

081 D 

’05-’06 

4/1781 

237/5700 

236/2300 

mokg 

173 

5.7 

- 

755 

- 

30.3 

+ Deliciously purposeful interior, crisp chassis- Numb steering 

★★★★★ 

AudiSS 

189 D 

£43,665 

6/2995 

328/5500 

325/2900 

1675kg 

199 

4.9 

- 

155 

190 

34.9 

+ Supercharged V6 makes S5 cleaner and faster - Poor body control 

★★★★★ 

Audi RS5 


£59,870 

8/4163 

444/8250 

317/4000 

1715kg 

245 

4.5 

- 

155 

246 

26.9 

+ Brilliant engine and improved chassis - Still not as exciting as you’d hope 

★★★★★ 

AudiR8V8 

201 R 

£93,735 

8/4163 

424/7900 

317/4500 

1560kg 

276 

4.1 

9.9 

188 

332 

19.9 

+ A true 911 alternative - Exclusivity comes at a price 

★★★★★ 

AudiR8V10 

181 D 

£114,835 

10/5204 

518/8000 

391/6500 

1620kg 

325 

3.9 

8.4 

194 

346 

19.0 

+ Real supercar feel - The V8 is £20k less, and still superb 

★★★★★ 

Audi R8V10 Plus 

190 R 

£126,835 

10/5204 

542/8000 

398/6500 

1570kg 

351 

3.8 


198 

346 

19.0 

+ An R8 fit to take on the 458 and 12C - Firm ride may be too much for some 

★★★★★ 

AudiRBGT 

169 E 

’i0-’i2 

iO/5204 

552/8000 

398/6500 

i520kg 

369 

3.6 

- 

799 

- 

- 

+ Everything we love about the R8 -Not as hardcore as we wanted 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GTV8 

178 R 

£136,500 

8/3993 

500/6000 

487/1700 

2220kg 

229 

4.6 

- 

188 

246 

27.0 

+ A proper drivers’ Bentley with decent economy - W12 suddenly seems pointless 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GT 

152 D 

£146,700 

12/5998 

567/6000 

516/1700 

2245kg 

257 

4.3 

- 

197 

338 

19.5 

+ 200mph in utter comfort - Weight, thirst 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GT Speed 

200 D 

£164,500 

12/5998 

626/6000 

605/1700 

2245kg 

283 

4.0 

- 

206 

338 

19.5 

+ 206mph in utter comfort - Ageing styling 

★★★★★ 

Bentley Continental GT3-R 

203 D 

£237,500 

8/3993 

572/6000 

518/1700 

2120kg 

274 

3.6 

- 

170 

295 

22.2 

+ The best-handling Continental ever - Expensive; it still weighs 2120kg 

★★★★★ 

BMW i-series M Coupe 

188 R 

’ii-’i2 

6/2979 

335/5900 

369/1500 

i495kg 

228 

4.8 

- 

755 

224 

- 

+ Character, turbo pace and great looks- Came and went too quick 

★★★★★ 

BMW i35iM Sport Coupe 

113 R 

’08-’i2 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1300 

i455kg 

2ii 

5.3 

- 

755 

198 

33.2 

+ East, fun, lots cheaper than an M3 - You really want the i-series M Coupe 

★★★★★ 

BMW 220dSE Coupe 

200 D 

£25,865 

4/1995 

181/4000 

280/1750 

1375kg 

134 

7.2 

- 

143 

119 

62.8 

+ Chassis balance, economy, interior - Bland styling, uncultured diesel engine 

★★★★★ 

BMW M235i Coupe 

196 R 

£34,260 

6/2979 

321/5800 

332/1300 

1455kg 

224 

5.0 

- 

155 

189 

34.9 

+ Powertrain, chassis, looks, size - Limited-slip diff is an option, not standard 

★★★★★ 

BMW 435iM Sport Coupe 

189 D 

£41,665 

6/2979 

302/5800 

295/1200 

1510kg 

203 

5.4 

- 

155 

169 

35.8 

+ Better balance than 3-series saloon - Can feel characterless at lower speeds 

★★★★★ 

BMW 435d xDrive M Sport Coupe 

195 D 

£45,045 

6/2993 

309/4400 

465/1500 

1625kg 

193 

4.7 


155 

146 

50.4 

+ Pace, grip, economy - Not the sharpest steer; slow-responding gearbox 

★★★★★ 

BMWM4 

199 R 

£56,650 

6/2979 

425/5500 

406/1850 

1497kg 

288 

4.3 


155 

204 

32.1 

+ Ferociously fast - Only really sparkles when you’re on or over the limit 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3(E92) 

196 R 

’07-13 

8/3999 

414/8300 

295/3900 

i580kg 

266 

4.3 

10.3 

755 

290 

22.5 

+ Eends off all of its rivals - ...except the cheaper i-series M 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3GTS(E92) 

171 R 

’iO-’ii 

8/4361 

444/8300 

324/3750 

i530kg 

295 

4.3 


193 

295 

- 

+ Highly exclusive, one of the most focused M-cars ever - Good luck trying to find one 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3(E46) 

066 R 

’00-’07 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/5000 

i495kg 

230 

5.1 

12.3 

155 

- 

23.7 

+ One ofthe best BMWs ever- Slightly artificial steering feel 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3CS(E46) 

088 R 

’05-’07 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/5000 

i495kg 

230 

5.1 


155 

- 

23.7 

+ CSL dynamics without CSL price - Looks like the standard car 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3CSL(E46) 

200 R 

’03-’04 

6/3246 

355/7900 

273/4900 

i385kg 

260 

5.3 

12.0 

155 

- 

- 

+ Still superb - Changes from the automated single-clutch ’box are... a... bit... sluggish 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3(E36) 

148 R 

’93-’98 

6/3201 

321/7400 

258/3250 

rnokg 

223 

5.4 

12.8 

157 

- 

25.7 

+ Performance, image- Never quite as good as the original 

★★★★★ 

BMWM3(E30) 

165 R 

’86-’90 

4/2302 

212/6750 

170/4600 

ii65kg 

185 

6.7 

17.8 

147 

- 

20.3 ■ 

+ Best M-car ever! Race-car dynamics for the road - LHD only 

★★★★★ 

BMW Z4M Coupe 

097R 

’06-’09 

6/3246 

338/7900 

269/4900 

i420kg 

242 

5.0 

- 

155 

- 

23.3 

+ A real drivers’ car- You’ve got to be prepared to get stuck in 

★★★★★ 

BMW M Coupe 

005 R 

’98-’03 

6/3246 

325/7400 

258/3250 

i375kg 

240 

5.1 

- 

155 

- 

25.0 

+ Quick and characterful- Lacks finesse 

★★★★★ 

BMW640d 

165 D 

£63,130 

6/2993 

309/4400 

465/1500 

1790kg 

175 

5.5 

- 

155 

144 

51.4 

+ Great engine and economy, excellent build - Numb steering, unsettled B-road ride 

★★★★★ 

BMWM6(Mk2) 

191 D 

£94,625 

8/4395 

552/6000 

501/1500 

1850kg 

303 

4.2 

- 

155 

232 

28.5 

+ Mighty ability, pace, technology - You’ll want the Competition Package upgrade too... 

★★★★★ 

BMWM6 (Mki) 

106 R 

’05-’i0 

iO/4999 

500/7750 

384/6100 

i635kg 

3ii 

4.8 

10.0 

755 

342 

19.8 

+ Awesome GT, awesome sports car -SMC gearbox now off the pace 

★★★★★ 

BMWi8 

203 R 

£99,895 

3/1500 

357/5800 

420/3700 

1485kg 

244 

4.4 

- 

155 

49 

134.5 

+ Brilliantly executed concept; sci-fi looks - Safe dynamic set-up 

★★★★★ 

Chevrolet Camaro 

148 R 

£35,345 

8/6162 

426/5900 

420/4600 

1769kg 

245 

5.1 

- 

155 

329 

20.0 

+ Looks like a Transformer made real - We’d prefer it in robot mode 

★★★★★ 

Chevrolet Corvette Stingray Z51 (C7) 

197 R 

£61,520 

8/6162 

460/6000 

465/4600 

1539kg 

304 

4.4 

9.4 

180 

279 

23.5 ■ 

+ Performance, chassis balance, supple ride - Body control could be better 

irkirkir 

Ford Mustang GT 

202 R 

c£34,000 

8/4951 

420/6500 

400/4250 

1678kg 

254 

4.4 

- 

155 


- 

+ Great bang per buck, but now handles too - Ride quality may not suit UK roads 

★★★★★ 

Ford Shelby GT500* 

178 R 

c£60,000 

8/5812 

662/6500 

631/4000 

1747kg 

385 

3.5 

- 

202 

- 

- 

+ Huge performance for the money - Putting it to use takes nerve 

★★★★★ 

GinettaG40R 

165 R 

£35,940 

4/1999 

175/6700 

140/5000 

795kg 

224 

5.8 

- 

140 

- 

- 

+ A race-compliant sports car for the road - Feels too soft to be a hardcore track toy 

★★★★★ 

GinettaG60 

165 D 

£68,000 

6/3721 

310/6500 

288/4500 

1080kg 

292 

4.9 

- 

165 


- 

+ Reborn Farbio GTS boasts great engine and good looks - The ride still needs work 

★★★★★ 

Honda CR-ZGT 

144 R 

£23,675 

4/1497 

122/6100 

128/1500 

1198kg 

103 

9.9 

- 

124 

117 

56.5 

+ The first hybrid with sporting intent - No match for a good diesel hot hatch 

★★★★★ 

Elonda Integra Type R (DC2) 

200 R 

’96-’00 

4/1797 

187/8000 

131/7300 

iiOikg 

173 

6.2 

17.9 

745 

- 

25.9 

+ Arguably the greatest front-drive car ever- Too raw for some 

★★★★★ 

Honda NSX 

188 R 

’90-’05 

6/3179 

276/7300 

224/5300 

UiOkg 

196 

5.5 


168 

- 

22.5 

+ ‘The useable supercar’- 270bhp sounds a bit weedy today 

★★★★★ 

Honda NSX-R* 

051 R 

’02-’03 

6/3179 

276/7300 

224/5300 

i270kg 

221 

4.4 


168 

- 

- 

+ evo Car ofthe Year 2002- Honda never brought it to the UK 

★★★★★ 

Hyundai Veloster Turbo 

176 D 

£22,000 

4/1591 

184/5500 

195/1500 

1313kg 

142 

8.2 

- 

133 

157 

40.9 

+ The usual Hyundai value, with added fun - Styling might be too quirky for some 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar F-type S Coupe 

202 R 

£60,250 

6/2995 

375/6500 

339/3500 

1594kg 

239 

4.5 

11.4 

171 

209 

32.1 

+ Exquisite style, more rewarding (and affordable) than roadster - Scrappy on the limit 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar F-type R Coupe 

203 R 

£85,000 

8/5000 

542/6500 

501/3500 

1650kg 

334 

4.2 

- 

186 

259 

25.4 

+ Looks, presence, performance, soundtrack - Bumpy and boistrous 

★ ★★★★ 

Jaguar XK 

130 0 

£54,975 

8/5000 

380/6500 

380/3500 

1585kg 

244 

5.2 

- 

155 

264 

25.2 

+ Fine car for the likes of us - Jag buyers may not like the harder edge 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XKR 

168 R 

£69,975 

8/5000 

503/6000 

461/2500 

1678kg 

305 

4.6 

- 

155 

292 

23.0 

+ Fast and incredibly rewarding Jag - The kids will have to stay at home 

★★★★★ 

Jaguar XKR-S 

168 R 

£97,490 

8/5000 

542/6000 

502/2500 

1678kg 

328 

4.2 


186 

292 

23.0 ■ 

+ Faster and wilder than regular XKR - The F-type R Coupe 

★★★★★ 

JaguarXKR-SGT 

193 R 

'14 

8/5000 

542/6000 

502/2500 

i638kg 

336 

3.9 

- 

186 

292 

23.0 ' 

+ The most exciting XKR ever - It’s £135,000, and a very limited edition 

★★★★★ 

Lexus RC F 

202 R 

£59,995 

8/4969 

471/7100 

391/4800 

1765kg 

271 

4.5 

- 

168 


- 

+ Great steering, noise, sense of occasion - Too heavy to be truly exciting 

★★★★★ 


POCKET 

buying guide 


Aston V8/V12 Vantage 

Years 2005-present 
Engine V8 428W8 4735/V12 5935cc 
Power 380/420/51 Obhp Torque 
302/346/420ib ft 0-60mph 4.8/4.7/4.4sec 
Top speed 175/180/190mph 


WHY WOULD YOU? 

Whichever engine you opt for, the Vantage 
deiivers a spine-tingiing exhaust note to shame 
many a rivai, and the V12 has staggering thrust. 
They’re probabiy the best-handiing modern 
Astons too, with phenomenai grip and traction. 
WHAT TO PAY 

Eariy V8s begin at £30k, rising to £43k for a iater 
4.3. 4.7 V8s start at £40k, eariy V12s from £77k. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 

Timing cover gaskets can faii on V8s, preceded 
by ieaks. Labour costs make repiacement 
expensive. Dutches cost £2500, more for the V12 
- a heavier-than-usuai pedai signifies impending 
biiis. Check the CCM discs on the V12, as a fuii set, 
pius pads, can cost five figures. Serious corrosion 
not a probiem, but some show iight bubbiing at 
the base of the A-piiiars. (Fuii guide, evo 198.) 
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e Nissan GTR 


LIWiaB 

litchfieldmotors.com 


Second TIME Round 


(020) 7499 7442 


Specializing in Rolexfor 20 yean! 


Grays, 58 Davies St. London WIK 5LP 


Audemars Piguet * Bvigari * Cartier * Franck Muller * Hublot * Jaeger LeCoultre * Patek Philippe 
* Piaget * Roiex * Vacheron et Constantin and ail fine wristwatches... 

www.SECON DTI M EROU N D.coM Bought, Sold & Exchanged 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 


Coupes /GTs 
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Lotus Exige S (V6) 

171 R 

£54,500 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295/4500 

1176kg 

298 

3.8 

- 

170 

236 

- 

+ Breathtaking road-racer; our joint 2012 Car of the Year - Gearshift not the sweetest 

★★★★★ 

Lotus ExigeV6 Cup 

191 R 

£62,995 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295/4500 

1110kg 

316 

3.7 

- 

170 

- 

- 

+ Haifa roll-cage short of being a race car - Regular Exige S is better for road work 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Exige S(S2) 

105 R 

’06-11 

4/1796 

218/7800 

158/5500 

930kg 

238 

4.5 

- 

148 

199 

33.2 

+ Lightweight with a hefty punch- Uninspiring soundtrack 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Exige Cup 260 (S2) 

139 D 

’lO-’ll 

4/1796 

256/8000 

174/6000 

890kg 

293 

4.0 

- 

152 

199 

31.1 

+ Eeeis iike a race car, yet works on the road- Pricey for a four-pot Exige 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Exige (S2) 

068 R 

’04-08 

4/1796 

189/7800 

133/6800 

875kg 

219 

4.9 

- 

147 

- 

32.1 

+ Highiy focused road and track tooi - Lacks visuai impact of SI 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Exige (51) 

200 R 

’OO-’Ol 

4/1796 

192/7800 

146/5000 

780kg 

247 

4.6 


136 

- 

- 

+ Looks and goes like Eiise racer -A tad lacking in refinement 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Evora 

138 R 

£52,500 

6/3456 

276/6400 

258/4700 

1382kg 

203 

5.6 

13.6 

162 

217 

30.3 

+ Sublime ride and handling. Our 2009 car of the year - Pricey options 

★★★★★ 

Lotus Evora S 

168 R 

£63,950 

6/3456 

345/7000 

295/4500 

1430kg 

245 

4.6 

- 

172 

229 

28.7 

+ A faster and better Evora - But one which spars with the Porsche 911... 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranTurismo 

114 R 

£82,280 

8/4244 

399/7100 

339/4750 

1880kg 

216 

5.5 

12.7 

177 

330 

19.8 ' 

+ Striking, accomplished GT - Doesn’t spike the pulse like an Aston or 911 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranTurismo Sport 

188 R 

£90,810 

8/4691 

454/7000 

383/4750 

1880kg 

245 

4.8 

- 

185 

331 

19.7 

+ The best everyday GranTurismo yet - Starting to get long in the tooth 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranTurismo MC Stradaie 

193 R 

£110,135 

8/4691 

454/7000 

383/4750 

1800kg 

256 

4.5 

- 

188 

360 

18.2 

+ Brilliant blend of road racer and GT - Gearbox takes a little getting used to 

★★★★★ 

Maserati Coupe 

064 R 

’03-’07 

8/4244 

390/7000 

333/4500 

1680kg 

237 

4.8 


177 

- 

17.6 

+ Glorious engine, improved chassis - Overly sharp steering 

★★★★★ 

Maserati GranSport 

073 R 

’04-’07 

8/4244 

400/7000 

333/4500 

1680kg 

239 

4.8 


180 

- 

- 

+ Maser Coupe realises its full potential - Very little 

★★★★★ 

Mazda RX-8 

122R 

’03-’ll 

2R/1308 

228/8200 

156/5500 

1429kg 

162 

6.5 

16.4 

146 

299 

24.6 

+ Never mind the quirkiness, it’s a great drive - Wafer-thin torque output 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Coupe 

162 R 

£58,500 

8/6208 

451/6800 

442/5000 

1655kg 

277 

4.4 

10.3 

186 

280 

23.5 

+ Mercedes makes a proper two-door M3 rival - C63 saloon looks better 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz C63AMG Biack 

171 R 

’12-’13 

8/6208 

510/6800 

457/5200 

1635kg 

317 

4.2 


186 

286 

- 

+ The C63 turned up to 11 - Too heavy, not as fiery as Black Series cars of old 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz CLK63AMG 

092D 

’06-’09 

8/6208 

481/6800 

464/5000 

1755kg 

278 

4.6 

- 

155 

- 

19.9 

+ Power, control, build quality - Lacks ultimate involvement 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz CLK63AMG Biack 

106 R 

’07-09 

8/6208 

500/6800 

464/5250 

1760kg 

289 

4.2 


186 

- 

- 

+ AMG goes Porsche-hunting -Dull-witted gearshift spoils the party 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz CL63 AMG 

150 D 

£118,865 

8/5461 

536/5500 

590/2000 

2010kg 

271 

4.5 

- 

155 

244 

26.9 

+ Presence, pace, monster engine - Stiff ride, stiff competition 

★★★★★ 

Morgan AeroMax 

120 R 

’08-09 

8/4799 

362/6300 

370/3600 

1180kg 

312 

4.1 

- 

170 

- 

- 

+ Weird and utterly wonderful - Only 100 were made 

★★★★★ 

Nissan 370Z 

180 R 

£27,015 

6/3696 

326/7000 

269/5200 

1520kg 

218 

5.4 

- 

155 

248 

26.7 

+ Quicker, leaner, keener than 350Z - Not quite a Cayman-killer 

★★★★★ 

Nissan 370Z Nismo 

193 R 

£37,015 

6/3696 

339/7400 

274/5200 

1535kg 

224 

5.2 

- 

155 

248 

26.6 

+ More controlled, more polished, more fun - More expensive 

★★★★★ 

Nissan 350Z 

107R 

’03-09 

6/3498 

309/6800 

264/4800 

1532kg 

205 

5.5 

13.0 

155 

- 

24.1 

+ Huge fun, and great value too - Honestly, we’re struggling 

★★★★★ 

Nissan GT-R (2012MY/2013MY/2014MY) 

200 R 

£78,020 

6/3799 

542/6400 

466/3200 

1740kg 

316 

3.2 

7.5 

196 

275 

24.0 

+ GT-R is quicker and better than ever - But costs over £20K more than its launch price 

★★★★★ 

Nissan GT-R Nismo 

199 R 

£125,000 

6/3799 

592/6800 

481/3200 

1720kg 

350 

2.6 

- 

196 

275 

24.0 

+ Manages to make regular GT-R feel imprecise - Compromised by super-firm suspension ★★★★★ 

Nissan GT-R (2010MY) 

152R 

’10-’12 

6/3799 

523/6400 

451/3200 

1740kg 

305 

3.0 


194 

279 

23.5 

+ More powerful version of the original - But they’re not worlds apart to drive 

★★★★★ 

Nissan GT-R (2008MY) 

125 R 

’08-’10 

6/3799 

473/6400 

434/3200 

1740kg 

276 

3.8 


193 

- 

- 

+ Our 2008 Car of the Year, now from Just £35K - You won’t see 20mpg often 

★★★★★ 

Nissan Skyiine GT-R (R34) 

196R 

’99-02 

6/2568 

276/7000 

289/4400 

1560kg 

180 

4.7 

12.5 

165 

- 

20.1 

+ Big, brutal, and great fun - Needs more than the standard 276bhp 

★★★★★ 

Nissan Skyiine GT-R (R33) 

196 R 

’97-99 

6/2568 

276/6800 

271/4400 

1540kg 

182 

5.4 

14.3 

155 

- 

22.0 

+ Proof that Japanese hi-tech can work (superbly) - Limited supply 

★★★★★ 

NobieM400 

089 R 

’04-06 

6/2968 

425/6500 

390/5000 

1060kg 

407 

3.5 


185 

- 

- 

+ Devilishly fast -Demon Tweeks interior 

★★★★★ 

NobieM12GTO-3R 

200 R 

’03-06 

6/2968 

352/6200 

350/3500 

1080kg 

332 

3.8 


170 

- 

- 

+ The ability to humble exotica - Notchy gearchange can spoil the flow 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot RCZ1.6THP200 

155 R 

£26,900 

4/1598 

197/5500 

202/1700 

1421kg 

141 

7.3 

18.1 

147 

155 

42.1 

+ Distinctive looks, highly capable handling - Could be a bit more exciting 

★★★★★ 

Peugeot RCZ R 

193 R 

£32,000 

4/1598 

266/6000 

243/1900 

1355kg 

199 

5.9 

- 

155 

145 

44.8 

+ The best RCZ yet - 1.6-litre engine needs to be worked hard 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman (981) 

185 F 

£39,694 

6/2706 

271/7400 

214/4500 

1310kg 

210 

5.7 

- 

165 

192 

34.4 

+ Very enticing for the money in basic spec - You might still want the power of the ‘S’ 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman S (981) 

202 R 

£48,783 

6/3436 

321/7400 

273/4500 

1320kg 

247 

4.5 

10.5 

175 

206 

32.1 

+ The Cayman comes of age - Erm... 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman GTS (981) 

203 R 

£55,397 

6/3436 

335/7400 

280/4750 

1345kg 

253 

4.9 

- 

177 

211 

31.4 

+ Tweaks improve an already sublime package - Slightly ‘aftermarket’ looks 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman (987) 

131 R 

’11-’13 

6/2893 

261/7200 

221/4400 

1330kg 

199 

5.8 


165 

221 

30.1 

+ Extra power, just as involving - Still lacks the desirability of other Porsches 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman S (987) 

132R 

’06-’13 

6/3436 

316/7200 

273/4750 

1350kg 

237 

5.2 

- 

172 

223 

29.7 

+ Still want that 911? - Yeah, us too 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Cayman R (987) 

158 R 

’11-’13 

6/3436 

325/7400 

273/4750 

1295kg 

255 

4.7 

- 

175 

228 

29.1 

+ Total handling excellence - Styling additions not to all tastes 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera (991) 

199 R 

£73,509 

6/3436 

345/7400 

288/5600 

1380kg 

254 

4.7 

- 

179 

212 

31.4 

+ 911 becomes cleaner and cleverer - But some of its character’s gone AWOL 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera S (991) 

201 R 

£83,545 

6/3800 

394/7400 

324/5600 

1395kg 

287 

4.3 

9.5 

188 

224 

29.7 

+ As above, but with supercar pace - Electric steering robs it of some tactility 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera 4 (991) 

177 D 

£78,365 

6/3436 

345/7400 

288/5600 

1430kg 

245 

4.5 

- 

177 

219 

30.4 

+ A touch more engaging than 2wd 991 - Still stand-offish compared to 997 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera 4S (991) 

179 R 

£88,400 

6/3800 

394/7400 

324/5600 

1445kg 

277 

4.5 

- 

185 

234 

28.5 

+ The best 991-generation Carrera - Choose your spec carefully 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera S (997.2) 

121 R 

’08-’ll 

6/3800 

380/6500 

310/4400 

1425kg 

271 

4.7 

- 

188 

242 

27.4 

+ Poise, precision, blinding pace - Reels a bit clinical 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera S (997.1) 

070 R 

’04-’08 

6/3824 

350/6600 

295/4600 

1420kg 

246 

4.6 

10.9 

182 

- 

24.5 

+ evoCarofthe Year 2004; like a junior GT3- Tech overload? 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera (9963.4) 

008 R 

’98-’01 

6/3387 

300/6800 

258/4600 

1320kg 

230 

4.6 

- 

173 

- 

28.0 

+ evo Car of the Year 1998; beautifully polished - Some like a bit of rough 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Carrera (993) 


’94-’97 

6/3600 

285/6100 

251/5250 

1372kg 

211 

5.2 

- 

168 

- 

25.0 

+ More character than 996 - Harder work at speed 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 (991) 

198 R 

£100,540 

6/3799 

468/8250 

324/6250 

1430kg 

332 

3.5 

- 

196 

289 

23.0 

+ evo Car of the Year 2013 - At its best at licence-troubling speeds 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 (997.2) 

182R 

’09-’ll 

6/3797 

429/7600 

317/6250 

1395kg 

312 

4.2 

9.2 

194 

303 

22.1 

+ Even better than the car it replaced -Give us a minute... 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 PS (3.8, 997.2) 

200 R 

’lO-’ll 

6/3797 

444/7900 

317/6750 

1370kg 

329 

4.0 


193 

314 

- 

+ Our favourite car from the first 200 issues of evo - Eor people like us, nothing 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911GT3RS4.0 (997.2) 

187R 

’11-’12 

6/3996 

493/8250 

339/5750 

1360kg 

368 

3.8 


193 

326 

- 

+ evo Car of the Year 2011 - Unforgiving on-road ride; crazy used prices 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 (997.1) 

182R 

’07-09 

6/3600 

409/7600 

298/5500 

1395kg 

298 

4.3 

9.4 

192 

- 

- 

+ Runner-up evo Car of the Year 2006 - Eerrari 599 GTBs 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 PS (997.1) 

105 R 

’07-09 

6/3600 

409/7600 

298/5500 

1375kg 

302 

4.2 


193 

- 

- 

+ evo Car of the Year 2007- A chunk more money than the brilliant GT3 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 (996.2) 

082R 

’03-05 

6/3600 

375/7400 

284/5000 

1380kg 

272 

4.3 

9.2 

190 

- 

- 

+ evo Car of the Year 2003- Chassis isa bit too track-focused for some roads 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 PS (996.2) 

068 R 

’03-05 

6/3600 

375/7400 

284/5000 

1330kg 

286 

4.2 

9.2 

190 

- 

- 

+ Track-biased version of above - Limited supply 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT3 (996.1) 

182R 

’99 

6/3600 

360/7200 

273/5000 

1350kg 

271 

4.5 

10.3 

187 

- 

21.9 

+ evo Car of the Year 1999 - Porsche didn’t build enough 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 968 Club Sport 

019 R 

’93-95 

4/2990 

240/6200 

225/4100 

1335kg 

183 

6.1 

15.7 

149 

- 

- 

+ One of the all-time greats -Lots have been driven very hard 

★★★★★ 

Roiis-Royce Wraith 

189 D 

£226,800 

12/6592 

624/5600 

590/1500 

2360kg 

269 

4.4 

- 

155 

327 

20.2 

+ Brilliant at wafting; quicker than you’d expect - Not the most engaging drivers’ car 

★★★★★ 

Subaru BRZ 

170 R 

£22,495 

4/1998 

197/7000 

151/6400 

1230kg 

163 

7.6 

- 

140 

181 

36.2 

+ Fine chassis, great steering - Weak engine, not the slide-happy car they promised 

★★★★★ 

Toyota GT86 

174 R 

£22,995 

4/1998 

197/7000 

151/6400 

1275kg 

157 

7.6 

- 

140 

181 

36.2 

+ More fun than its cousin (above) - Same lack of torque, poor interior quality 

★★★★★ 

Toyota Celica GT-EourST205 

187R 

’94-99 

4/1998 

239/6000 

223/4000 

1496kg 

162 

5.2 

- 

143 

- 

- 

+ Criminally overlooked homologation special - Rinding one 

★★★★★ 

TVRSagaris 

097R 

’05-07 

6/3996 

406/7500 

349/5000 

1078kg 

383 

3.7 


185 

- 

- 

+ Looks outrageous- 406bhp feels a touch optimistic 

★★★★★ 

TVR Tuscan S(Mk2) 

076 R 

’05-07 

6/3996 

400/7000 

315/5250 

1100kg 

369 

4.0 


185 

- 

- 

+ Possibly TVR’s best ever car- Aerodynamic ‘enhancements’ 

★★★★★ 

TVR Cerbera Speed Six 

004 R 

’98-04 

6/3996 

350/6800 

330/5000 

1130kg 

315 

5.0 

11.4 

160+ 

- 

- 

+ Accomplished and desirable- Check chassis for corrosion 

★★★★★ 

VWSciroccoGT2.0TSI 

155 R 

£25,845 

4/1984 

217/4500 

258/1500 

1369kg 

158 

6.5 

- 

153 

139 

47.1 

+ Golf GTI price and performance - Interior lacks flair 

★★★★★ 

VWSciroccoR 

200 D 

£32,295 

4/1984 

276/6000 

258/2500 

1426kg 

187 

5.7 

- 

155 

187 

35.3 

+ Great engine, grown-up dynamics - Perhaps a little too grown-up for some 

★★★★★ 
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Search for a car... 
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of performance motoring. Try ‘E46 BMW’, 
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Ratings 


★ Thrill-free zone ★★Tepid ★★★Interesting ★★★★ Seriously good ★★★★★ A truly great car 



Our Choice 

Ferrari 458 Speciale. The regular 458 Italia is amazing 
enough in itself, but the Speciale follows in the tradition of 
the 360 Challenge Stradale and 430 Scuderia and makes 
the car it is based on even more, well, special. Our 2014 Car 
of the Year, and the supercar to buy. 



Best of the Rest 

Porsche’s 918 ?pyder (left) pips the McLaren PI on the road, 
and vice versa on the track. (Is the LaFerrari better still? We’ll 
let you know when we get one together with its hybrid rivals.) 
Meanwhile, Pagani’s Huayra was our joint 2012 Car of the Year 
and Lamborghini’s Aventador offers true supercar drama. 


Supercars 


Car 

9ffGT9R 
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D. 

c£450,000 

§ Engine 
§ cyl/cc 

O 

E 

Q. 
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1346kg 
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Q. 

E 

o 
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o 

2.9 

Q. 

E 

o 

o 

o 

g Maxmph 

CN 

8 

' EC mpg 

GVO rating 

+ Above lOOmph eats Veyrons for breakfast - Eats M3 dust at traffic iights 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Vanquish (Mk2) 

203 R 

£192,995 

12/5935 

568/6650 

465/5500 

1739kg 

332 

3.6 

- 

201 

298 

22.1 

+ Much better than the DBS it succeeds, especiaiiy in 2015MY form - It’s no Ferrari F12 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin Vanquish S (Mkl) 

110 R 

’05-07 

12/5935 

520/7000 

425/5800 

1875kg 

282 

4.9 

10.1 

200 

- 

- 

+ Vanquish joins supercar greats -A tad intimidating at the iimit 

★★★★★ 

Aston Martin One-77 

179 R 

’10-’12 

12/7312 

750/6000 

553/7600 

1740kg 

438 

3.7 


220+ 

- 

- 

+ The engine, theiooks, the drama -Gearbox hates manoeuvring: oniy 77 were made 

★★★★★ 

Bugatti Veyron Super Sport 

151 R 

c£2.0m 

16/7993 

1183/6400 

1106/3000 

1838kg 

654 

2.5 

- 

268 

539 

12.2 

+ The world’s fastest supercar - Limited to 258mph for us mere mortals 

★★★★★ 

Bugatti Veyron Grand Sport Vitesse 

185 R 

c£1.7m 

16/7993 

1183/6400 

1106/3000 

1990kg 

604 

2.6 

- 

254 

539 

12.2 

+ The world’s fastest convertible - Limited to 258mph for us mere mortals 

★★★★★ 

Bugatti Veyron 16.4 

134 R 

’05-11 

16/7993 

1000/6000 

922/2200 

1950kg 

521 

2.8 

5.8 

253 

596 

77.4 

+ Superbiy engineered 4WD quad-turbo rocket - Er, iacks iuggage space? 

★★★★★ 

BugattiEBllO 

078 R 

’91-’95 

12/3500 

552/8000 

451/3750 

1566kg 

358 

3.4 


272 

- 

- 

+ Superbiy engineered 4WD quad-turbo rocket- Itjustfizziedout 

★★★★★ 

Caparo T1 

138 R 

£301,975 

8/3499 

575/10,500 

310/9000 

689kg 

848 

3.8 

6.2 

205 

- 

- 

+ Absolutely staggering performance - Absolutely staggering price tag 

★★★★★ 

Chevroiet Corvette ZRl 

133 R 

’09-’13 

8/6162 

638/6500 

603/3800 

1528kg 

424 

3.8 

7.6 

205 

355 

18.8 

+ Huge pace and character- Take pienty of brave piiis if there’s rain 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Itaiia 

183 R 

£178,551 

8/4497 

562/9000 

398/6000 

1485kg 

384 

3.2 

6.8 

202 

307 

20.6 

+ An astounding achievement, looks fantastic - There’ll never be a manual 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Spider 

185 R 

£198,996 

8/4497 

562/9000 

398/6000 

1530kg 

373 

3.3 

- 

198 

275 

23.9 

+ A 458 that sounds and feels more organic - Er, 4mph slower than the Italia? 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 458 Speciaie 

203 R 

£208,090 

8/4497 

597/9000 

398/6000 

1395kg 

435 

3.0 

- 

202+ 

275 

23.9 

+ evo Car of the Year 2014 - If you don’t own a regular 458, nothing 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari F430 

163 R 

’04-’10 

8/4308 

483/8500 

343/5250 

1449kg 

339 

4.0 

- 

196 

- 

18.6 

+ Just briiiiant - Didn’t you read the pius point? 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 430 Scuderia 

121 R 

’07-’10 

8/4308 

503/8500 

347/5250 

1350kg 

378 

3.5 

7.7 

198 

- 

15.7 

+ SuccessfuiFl technoiogy transpiant - Likes to shout about it 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari Scuderia Spider 16M 

133 D 

’09 

8/4308 

503/8500 

347/5250 

1440kg 

355 

3.7 

- 

196 

360 

18.0 

+ A hardcore soft-top Ferrari - Earpiugs recommended 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 360 Modena 

163 R 

’99-’04 

8/3586 

394/8500 

275/4750 

1390kg 

288 

4.5 

9.0 

183 

- 

17.0 

+ Worthy successor to 355- Notquiteasinvoivingasitshouidbe 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 360 Chaiienge Stradaie 

068 R 

’03-’04 

8/3586 

420/8500 

275/4750 

1280kg 

333 

4.1 

- 

186 

- 

- 

+ Totaiiyexhiiarating road-racer. It’s bud- It’s very, very loud 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari F355 FI Beriinetta 

163 R 

’97-99 

8/3496 

374/8250 

268/6000 

1350kg 

281 

4.7 

- 

183 

- 

16.7 

+ Looks terrific, sounds even better- Are you kidding? 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari F12 Beriinetta 

190 R 

£240,083 

12/6262 

730/8250 

509/6000 

1630kg 

455 

3.1 

- 

211 

350 

18.8 

+ 730bhp isn’ttoo much power for the road - Super-quick steering is an acquired taste 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 599 GTB Fiorano 

101 R 

’06-12 

12/5999 

611/7600 

448/5600 

1688kg 

368 

3.5 

7.4 

205 

475 

15.8 

+ evo Car of the Year 2006 - Banks are getting harder to rob 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 599 GTO 

161 R 

’11-’12 

12/5999 

661/8250 

457/6500 

1605kg 

418 

3.4 


208 

- 

- 

+ One of the truiy great Ferraris - Erm, the air con isn ’t very good 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 575M Fiorano Flandiing Pack 

200 R 

’02-’06 

12/5748 

508/7250 

434/5250 

1730kg 

298 

4.2 

9.6 

202 

- 

12.3 

+ Fiorano pack makes 575 truiy great- Itshouid have been standard 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 550 Maraneiio 

169 R 

’97-’02 

12/5474 

485/7000 

415/5000 

1716kg 

287 

4.3 

10.0 

199 

- 

12.3 

+ Everything- Nothing 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari FF 

194 R 

£227,167 

12/6262 

651/8000 

504/6000 

1880kg 

347 

3.7 

- 

208 

360 

15.4 

+ Four seats and 4WD, but a proper Ferrari - Looks divide opinion 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 612 Scagiietti FI 

090 R 

’04-’ll 

12/5748 

533/7250 

434/5250 

1840kg 

294 

4.3 

9.8 

199 

470 

13.8 

+ Awesomeiy capabie grand tourer - See above 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari LaFerrari 

203 R 

c£lm 

12/6262 

950/9000 

664/6750 

1255kg 

769 

3.0 

- 

217+ 

330 

- 

+ Perhaps the greatest Ferrari ever - Brakes lack a touch of precision on track 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari Enzo 

203 R 

’02-’04 

12/5999 

651/7800 

485/5500 

1365kg 

485 

3.5 

6.7 

277+ 

545 

- 

+ Intoxicating, expioitabie- Cabin detaiiingfaiis short of a Zonda or FI ’s 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari F50 

186 R 

’96-97 

12/4699 

513/8500 

347/6500 

1230kg 

424 

3.9 


202 

- 

- 

+ A better drivers’ Ferrari than the 288, F40 or Enzo -Not better looking, though 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari F40 

199 R 

’87-92 

8/2936 

471/7000 

426/4000 

1100kg 

437 

4.1 


201 

- 

- 

+ Brutaiiyfast- It’s in the dictionary under ‘turbo iag’ 

★★★★★ 

Ferrari 288 GTO 

064 R 

’84-85 

8/2855 

394/7000 

366/3800 

1160kg 

345 

4.9 

- 

189 

- 

- 

+ Painfuiiybeautifui, rarer than the F40 - You are joking? 

★★★★★ 

FordGT 

200 R 

’04-06 

8/5409 

550/6500 

500/3750 

1583kg 

353 

3.7 

- 

205 

- 

- 

+ Our 2005 Car of the Year- Don’t scaipyourseif getting in 

★★★★★ 

GumpertApoiio 

110 R 

£275,000 

8/4163 

690/6300 

675/4000 

1200kg 

584 

3.0 

- 

220+ 

- 

- 

+ Stupendous perfomance, ‘Apollo’ - Fligh price, ‘Gumpert’ 

★★★★★ 

Flennessey Venom GT 

180 R 

£900,000 

8/7000 

1244/6500 

1155/4000 

1244kg 

1016 

2.5 

- 

270 

- 

- 

+ 0-200mph in 14.5sec, and it handles too - Looks like an Exige 

★★★★★ 

JaguarXJ220 

157R 

’92-94 

6/3498 

542/7200 

475/4500 

1470kg 

375 

3.7 

- 

273 

- 

- 

+ Britain’s greatest supercar... - ...untii McLaren buiit the FI 

★★★★★ 

KoenigseggAgeraR 

180 R 

c£1.09m 

8/5032 

1124/7100 

885/2700 

1435kg 

796 

2.8 

- 

273 

- 

- 

+ As fast and exciting as your body can handle - It’s Veyron money 

★★★★★ 

KoenigseggOne:! 

202 R 

c£2.0m 

8/5065 

1341/7500 

1011/6000 

1360kg 

1002 

2.9 

- 

273 


- 

+ The most powerful car we’ve ever tested - It’s sold out; we couldn’t afford one anyway.. 

. ★★★★★ 

KoenigseggCCX 

094 R 

’06-’10 

8/4700 

806/6900 

678/5700 

1180kg 

694 

3.9 

7.7 

245+ 

- 

- 

+ Sweden’s greatest supercar -Sweden’s only supercar 

★★★★★ 

Koenigsegg CCXR Edition 

118 R 

’08-’10 

8/4800 

1004/7000 

796/5600 

1280kg 

797 

2.8 

- 

250+ 

- 

- 

+ One of the worid’s fastest cars - Spikey power deiivery 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Fluracan LP610-4 

201 R 

£186,760 

10/5204 

602/8250 

413/6500 

1532kg 

399 

3.2 

- 

202+ 

290 

22.6 

+ Rare depth of character and ability - Takes work to find its sweet-spot 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Gaiiardo LP560-4 

180 D 

’08-’13 

10/5204 

552/8000 

398/6500 

1410kg 

398 

3.7 

- 

202 

325 

16.0 

+ Stiii a missiie from AtoB- Starting to show its age 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini LP570-4 Superieggera 

152R 

’10-’13 

10/5204 

562/8000 

398/6500 

1340kg 

426 

3.5 


202 

325 

20.6 

+ Less weight and more power than originai Superieggera - LP560-4 runs it very dose 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Gaiiardo 

094 R 

’06-’08 

10/4961 

513/8000 

376/4250 

1520kg 

343 

4.3 

9.4 

196 

- 

- 

+ On a fuii-bore start it spins aii four wheeis. Cooi-Siightiyciunky e-gear 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Gaiiardo Superieggera 

104 R 

’07-08 

10/4961 

522/8000 

376/4250 

1420kg 

373 

3.8 


196 

- 

- 

+ Lighter, more agiie-Grabby carbon brakes, ciunky e-gear 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Aventador LP700-4 

194 R 

£260,040 

12/6498 

690/8250 

509/5500 

1575kg 

445 

2.9 

- 

217 

370 

17.7 

+ Most important new Lambo since the Countach - Erm... expensive? 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Aventador Roadster 

184 R 

£294,665 

12/6498 

690/8250 

509/5500 

1625kg 

431 

3.0 

- 

217 

370 

17.7 

+ Sensational engine and styling - A wee bit on the thirsty side 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Murcieiago 

089 D 

’01-06 

12/6192 

570/7500 

479/5400 

1650kg 

351 

4.0 

- 

205 

- 

- 

+ Gorgeous, capabie and incredibiyfriendiy- VUfeeis stressed 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Murcieiago LP640 

093 R 

’06-11 

12/6496 

631/8000 

487/6000 

1665kg 

385 

3.3 


211 

- 

27.3 

+ Compeiiingoid-schooi supercar -You’d better be on your toes 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Murcieiago LP670-4 SV 

200 R 

’09-11 

12/6496 

661/8000 

487/6500 

1565kg 

429 

3.2 

7.3 

212 

- 

- 

+ A supercar in its truest, wiidest sense - Be prepared for stares 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Diabio 6.0 

019 R 

’00-02 

12/5992 

550/7100 

457/5500 

1625kg 

343 

3.8 

- 

200+ 

- 

- 

+ Best-buiit, best-iooking Diabio of aii- Peopie’s perceptions 

★★★★★ 

Lamborghini Countach 5000 QV 

184R 

’88-’91 

12/5167 

455/7000 

369/5200 

1488kg 

311 

4.2 

10.0 

182 

- 

73.7 

+ Stiii the definitive supercar- Visibiiitypract-ohheii, who cares? 

★★★★★ 

Lexus LFA/LFA Nurburgring 

200 R 

’10-’12 

10/4805 

552/8700 

354/6800 

1480kg 

379 

3.7 

- 

202 

- 

- 

+ Absurd and compeiiing supercar - Badge and price don’t quite match 

★★★★★ 

MaseratiMCU 

079 R 

’04-’05 

12/5998 

621/7500 

481/5500 

1445kg 

437 

3.8 

- 

205 

- 

- 

+ Rarer than an Enzo - The Ferrari’s better 

★★★★★ 

McLaren 650S 

196 R 

£195,250 

8/3799 

641/7250 

500/6000 

1428kg 

456 

3.0 

- 

207 

275 

24.2 

' + Better brakes, balance and looks than 12C; more power too - Costs an extra £19k 

★★★★★ 

McLaren 12C 

187R 

’11-’14 

8/3799 

616/7500 

442/3000 

1434kg 

435 

3.1 

- 

207 

279 

24.2 

+ Staggering performance, refinement - Engine noise can be grating 

★★★★★ 

McLaren PI 

200 R 

£866,000 

8/3799 

903/7500 

664/4000 

1395kg 

658 

2.8 

- 

217 

194 

34.0 

+ Freakish breadth of ability - At its mind-bending best on track 

★★★★★ 

McLaren FI 

186 R 

’94-98 

12/6064 

627/7500 

479/4000 

1137kg 

560 

3.2 

6.3 

240+ 

- 

19.0 

+ Stiii the most singie-minded supercar ever- There’ii never be another 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SL65AMG Biack 

131 R 

’09-’10 

12/5980 

661/5400 

737/2200 

1876kg 

358 

4.0 

8.1 

199 

- 

- 

+ Bonkers iooks, bonkers speed - Bonkers E250K price 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG 

159 R 

£168,395 

8/6208 

563/6800 

47914750 

1620kg 

335 

4.1 

8.4 

197 

308 

21.4 

+ Great engine and chassis (gullwing doors too!) - Slightly tardy gearbox 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLSAMG Biack 

200 R 

£229,985 

8/6208 

622/1400 

468/5500 

1550kg 

408 

3.6 

- 

196 

321 

20.6 

+ Stunning engine, superb body control - Appetite for expensive tyres 

★★★★★ 

Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren 

073 R 

’04-’07 

8/5439 

617/6500 

575/3250 

1693kg 

370 

3.7 


208 

- 

- 

+ Zonda-pace, 575-styie drivabiiity - Dreadfui brake feei 

★★★★★ 

NobieM600 

186 R 

c£200,000 

8/4439 

650/6800 

604/3800 

1198kg 

551 

3.8 

7.7 

225 

- 

- 

+ Spiritual successor to the Ferrari F40 - It’s a bit pricey 

★★★★★ 

Pagan i Fluayra 

185 R 

c£1m 

12/5980 

720/5800 

737/2250 

1350kg 

542 

3.3 

- 

224 


- 

+ Our joint 2012 Car of the Year - Engine isn’t as nape-prickling as the Zonda’s 

★★★★★ 

PaganiZonda760RS 

170 R 

£1.5m 

12/7291 

750/6300 

575/4500 

1210kg 

630 

3.3 

- 

217+ 


- 

+ One of the most extreme Zondas ever - One of the last Zondas ever (probably) 

★★★★★ 

PaganiZondaS7.3 

096 R 

’02-’05 

12/7291 

555/5900 

553/4050 

1250kg 

451 

3.6 

- 

79Z 

- 

- 

+ evo Car of the Year 2001 (in eariierTO form) - Vaiues have gone up a fair bit since then 

★★★★★ 

PaganiZondaF 

186 R 

’05-’06 

12/7291 

602/6150 

575/4000 

1230kg 

497 

3.6 

- 

214 

- 

- 

+ Everything an Itaiian supercar ought to be-Looksabitbiingynext to a Carrera GT 

★★★★★ 

Pagani Zonda Cinque Roadster 

147D 

’09-’10 

12/7291 

669/6200 

575/4000 

1400kg 

485 

3.4 

- 

217+ 

- 

- 

+ The best Zonda ever - Doesn 't come up in the ciassifieds often 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo (991) 

194 R 

£118,349 

6/3800 

513/6000 

524/2100 

1595kg 

327 

3.4 


195 

227 

29.1 

+ Incredible pace, whatever the weather - More involvement would’t go amiss 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbos (991) 

188 R 

£140,852 

6/3800 

552/6500 

553/2200 

1605kg 

349 

3.1 

- 

197 

227 

29.1 

+ Still unrivalled as an everyday supercar - At times disguises the thrills it can offer 

★★★★Yr 

Porsche 911 Turbo (997.2) 

140 R 

’09-’13 

6/3800 

493/6000 

479/1950 

1570kg 

319 

3.2 

7.3 

193 

272 

24.4 

+ The Turbo at the very top of its game - The GT3’s cheaper... 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT2RS (997.2) 

157R 

’10-’13 

6/3600 

611/6500 

516/2250 

1370kg 

453 

3.5 


205 

284 

- 

+ More power fui than a Carrera GT. Handies, too - Erm... 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo (997.1) 

094 R 

’06-’09 

6/3600 

472/6000 

457/1950 

1585kg 

303 

4.0 

8.7 

193 

- 

22.7 

+ Monster cornering abiiity- A bit wooiiy on its standard settings 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo (996) 

OUR 

’00-’06 

6/3600 

420/6000 

413/4600 

1540kg 

272 

4.1 

10.0 

189 

- 

27.0 

+ evo Car of the year 2000: the 911 for all seasons- We can’t find any reasons 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 GT2 (996) 

072R 

’04-’06 

6/3600 

475/5700 

457/3500 

1420kg 

339 

4.0 

- 

198 

- 

- 

+ Later revisions made it even more of a star- Care stiii required 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911 Turbo (993) 

066 R 

’95-’98 

6/3600 

408/5750 

398/4500 

1502kg 

276 

3.7 

- 

180 

- 

79.4 

+ Stupendous aii-weather supercar- It doesn’t rain enough 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 911GT2(993) 

003 R 

’96-’99 

6/3600 

430/5700 

398/4500 

1290kg 

339 

3.9 


184 

- 

- 

+ Hairy-arsed homologation special- Only 57 were made 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 918 Spyder 

200 R 

c£619,000 

8/4593 

875/8500 

944/6600 

1674kg 

531 

2.6 

- 

214 

72 

91.1 

+ Blistering performance; cohesive hybrid tech - Added weight and complexity 

★★★★★ 

Porsche Carrera GT 

200 R 

’04-’06 

10/5733 

604/8000 

435/5750 

1380kg 

445 

3.8 

7.6 

205 

- 

- 

+ Still feels ahead of its time - Needs modern tyres to tame its spikiness 

★★★★★ 

Porsche 959 

192R 

’87-’90 

6/2850 

444/6500 

369/5000 

1450kg 

311 

3.7 


197 

- 

- 

+ Tech showcase, still a great drive- Limited choice of colours? 

★★★★★ 

RufRtl2 

097 R 

c£155,000 

6/3746 

641/7000 

641/3500 

1530kg 

426 

3.3 

- 

219 


- 

+ Beautifully executed car with truly immense power - Needs care 

★★★★★ 

RufCTR3 

126 R 

c£357,000 

6/3746 

691/7600 

656/4000 

1400kg 

501 

3.2 

- 

235 

- 

- 

+ The best 911 that Porsche never made - But not the best looking... 

★★★★★ 

RufCTRYellowbird’ 

097R 

’87-89 

6/3366 

469/5950 

408/5100 

1170kg 

345 

4.7 

- 

277 

- 

- 

+ A true legend - We can ’t all drive like Stefan Roser 

★★★★★ 
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TrackTirnes 


Key 


C3 = new addition this 
nnonth. Red denotes the car 
is the fastest in its ciass. 


IT 


Car 

Lap time 

Peak mph 

issue no. 

Conditions 

Radical SR8LM (fastest car) 

1 

13.6 

127.8 

138 

Dry 

Caparo T1 (fastest supercar) 

1 

14.8 

130.9 

131 

Dry 

Ferrari 458 Italia 


19.3 

120.0 

159 

Dry 

Gumpert Apollo S 


19.4 

120.4 

119 

Dry 

McLaren MP4-12C (Corsa tyres) 


19.6 

121.2 

159 

Dry 

Caterham Levante V8 


19.6 

118.6 

131 

Dry 

Porsche 997 GT2 RS 


19.9 

122.3 

158 

Dry 

Lotus 2-Eleven GT4 

1 

20.1 

113.2 

138 

Dry 

Caterham Superlight R500 

1 

20.2 

115.7 

119 

Dry 

McLaren MP4-12C 

1 

20.6 

120.9 

159 

Dry 

Noble M600 

1 

20.8 

121.8 

159 

Dry 

Porsche 997 GT3 RS 4.0 (fastest coupe) 

1 

21.0 

118.2 

160 

Dry 

Lamborghini Murcielago LP670-4 SV 


21.3 

121.1 

134 

Dry 

Ariel Atom 3 Supercharged 


21.5 

113.6 

119 

Dry 

KTM X-Bow (300bhp) 


21.5 

112.7 

138 

Dry 

Ferrari 430 Scuderia 


21.7 

117.2 

121 

Dry 

Porsche 997.2 GT3 RS (3.8) 


21.9 

116.8 

150 

Dry 

Lamborghini Gallardo LP560-4 

1 

22.5 

119.1 

122 

Dry 

Brooke Double R 

1 

22.5 

113.2 

119 

Dry 

Lamborghini Murcielago LP640 

1 

22.9 

116.7 

143 

Dry 

Porsche Carrera GT 

1 

23.3 

115.2 

119 

Dry 

Porsche 997.2 GT3 

1 

23.3 

114.5 

138 

Dry 

Porsche 997 Turbos 

'"l 

23.5” 

117.5 

146 

Dry 

Porsche 997 GT2 i 

1 

23.5 

115.1 

119 

Dry 

Nissan GT-R(2008MY) ! 

1 

23.6 

113.1 

119 

Dry 

Porsche 991 Carrera i 

1 

23.6 

112.5 

182 

Dry 

Porsche 991 Carrera Cabriolet | 

1 

23.9 

112.3 

183 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 

1 

23.9 

- 

YouTube 

Dry 

Porsche 997 Turbo 


24.1 

113.5 

136 

Damp 

Lotus 340R(190bhp) 

1 

24.2 

110.0 

135 

Dry 

Porsche Boxster S (981) 

1 

24.2 

109.3 

183 

Dry 

Caterham Superlight R300 

1 

24.3 

101.5 

138 

Dry 

Maserati GranTurismo MCStradale 

1 

24.5 

115.1 

160 

Dry 

Porsche Cayman S (981) 

1 

24.5 

109.2 

202 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG 

1 

24.6 

115.7 

146 

Dry 

Porsche Boxster Spyder (987) 

1 

24.7 

107.7 

167 

Dry 

Caterham 7 Supersport 

1 

24.8 

101.6 

YouTube 

Dry 

Ferrari California 

1 

25.0 

111.8 

134 

Dry 

KTM X-Bow 

1 

25.0 

105.0 

123 

Dry 

BMWE92 M3 Coupe 


25.1 

109.1 

162 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz SL65 AMG Black 

1 

25.2 

108.6 

131 

Dry 

Jaguar F-type V8 S 

1 

25.2 

111.2 

183 

Dry 

Audi RS5 

... 

2574" 

108.8 

162 

Dry 

AudiR8 Spyder V8 

1 

25.5 

107.0 

167 

Dry 

Porsche Cayman R 

1 

25.5 

106.8 

158 

Dry 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage Roadster 

1 

25.6 

109.1 

183 

Dry 

BMW M5 (FIO) (fastest saioon) 

1 

25.7 

112.0 

165 

Dry 

Jaguar XKR-S 

1 

25.7 

- 

YouTube 

Dry 

Aston Martin V12 Vantage 

1 

25.8 

110.9 

146 

Dry 

Mitsubishi EvoXFQ-400 

1 

25.9 

107.5 

138 

Dry 

BMW 1-series M Coupe 

1 

25.9 

106.4 

158 

Dry 

Mitsubishi EvoXRS 360 


26.1 

106.6 

153 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane 265 Trophy (fastest hot hatch) 

1 

26.1 

105.3 

166 

Dry 

Jaguar F-type S Coupe 

1 

26.2 

106.3 

202 

Dry 

AudiTTRS 

1 

26.3 

107.2 

149 

Dry 

Aston Martin DBS 

1 

26.4 

109.5 

143 

Dry 

Porsche Panamera Turbo 

1 

26.5 

109.2 

137 

Dry 

Audi RS6 Avant (C7) (fastest estate) 

1 

26.5 

- 

YouTube 

Dry 

BMWM135i 

1 

26.6 

- 

YouTube 

Dry 

Jaguar XJ220 

1 

26.7 

111.7 

131 

Dry 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo S (fastest 4x4) 

1 

26.8 

106.1 

YouTube 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG 

1 

26.8 

104.9 

165 

Dry 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo 

1 

26.9 

107.4 

158 

Dry 

Lotus Evora 


27.1 

104.2 

145 

Dry 

Nissan 370Z 


27.1 

104.0 

158 

Dry 

Jaguar F-type V6 S 

1 

27.2 

105.0 

YouTube 

Dry 

Porsche Panamera S 

1 

27.3 

102.4 

165 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane 265 Cup 

1 

27.3 

- 

YouTube 

Dry 

Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Coupe 


27.7 

111.0 

162 

Dry 

Lotus Elise SC 


27.7 

104.6 

131 

Dry 

Audi S3 


27.7 

- 

YouTube 

Dry 

Vauxhall VXR8 Bathurst S 

1 

27.8 

106.1 

131 

Dry 

BMWE46 M3CSL 

1 

27.8 

105.4 

153 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane R26.R 

1 

27.8 

103.3 

- 

- 

Audi RS6 Avant (C6) (fastest estate) 

1 

27.9 

111.0 

121 

Dry 

Jaguar XFR 

1 

27.9 

108.1 

137 

Dry 

SEAT Leon Cupra280 

1 

28.0 

- 

YouTube 

Dry 

Lexus IS-F 


28.1 

106.4 

151 

Dry 

Porsche Boxster S (987) 


28.1 

105.4 

120 

Dry 

Subaru WRXSTI 

1 

28.3 

101.6 

157 

Dry 

SEAT Leon CupraR 

1 

28.7 

102.4 

162 

Dry 

Bentley Continental Supersports 

1 

29.2 

105.8 

149 

Dry 

Lotus Elise Club Racer 

1 

29.2 

95.5 

162 

Dry 

Renauitsport Megane 250 Cup 

1 

29.9 

101.4 

156 

Dry 

Vauxhall VXR8 Clubsport Tourer 

1 

29.9 

- 

YouTube 

Dry 

Honda NSX 

1 

30.1 

101.3 

145 

Dry 

Nissan 370Z Roadster 

1 

30.3 

100.1 

173 

Dry 

Ford Fiesta ST 

1 

30.4 

97.1 

YouTube 

Dry 




West Circuit facts 

□ Location Bedford Autodrome 

□ Opened 1999 

□ Length 1.85 miles (2.98 kilometres) 


□ Direction Anti-clockwise 
C3Left turns 9 
0 Right turns 6 



EXPRESS 

tuning specialists 

Plug-in Diesel Upgrades 

4u7o more rO vVEn “ 

20% better ECOWOMYi - 


Diesel Tuning for Cars, Commercials* Tractors & Boats 
Fit yourself in minutes - instantly improve drivabllity! 

Easy to: ^ ^ ISO 

FI lllw I C 9001 

Th« CHIP tuning ayatnm fa without doubt th* mc4t advanced 

plug4n di«f«> upgrad* svsilsbl*. h works in harmony with your angloo, retaining ell 
ut«1y lunclions wiUiOut naading to intarfara with tha vahlcla''i axlsting on-board 
cornputar . k can b* tab ntlad in mtnutaa, adjuatad for more parformance and 
auily removed, k will fraa your vahiclo from J^ta manufacturer’s II mite. 


Visit our website, see your vehicle's 
true potential, order online. 

email@chipexpressxom 01727 730 956 




IT’S ARRIVED! 

Introducing DTUK’s NEW and improved CRD-t+ 
Multi-Channel Diesel Performance System 
for your car, van or motor home 


Qfl2y tanfdmttaa 
toktoaawwga 


DTUK 


01207 299 538 


sales@dtuk-performance.co.uk spscukusTS 


www.dtuk-performance.co.uk 
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THE^WEB 


THE PERFORMANCE 

THE PLACE TO BE 



BOOK NOW! 0844 581 1 239 




Showroom Jmurance 



OAK ntOHTEB 
CARRIAGE HOUSES 
AND STAND ALONE 
TIMBER GARAGES 

Viemr oux pietune gaJl^ty on line 
for idaas wad mspiialion. 
Excellent xai:^ aiui service. 



PASSMORES 

Eflt 19Q9 


HIGH ^IIT* ETROOD 
ROCttESTER, EEKT ME2 4DII 

Tel: a 1634 290033 


For further information visit : |www.passmor€s.co.uic 



THE GUY IN THE TOP PHOTO 
PAID E14a LESS FOB HIS INSURANCE, 

HE INSURED THROUGH SKY INSURANCE, $ K Y INSURANCE 

THE PERFORMANCE CAR S PECIALISTS. \ 

[WWW, sky ins u ra nee .co. u1^ - 03303 331 Z50 




THE UK's No.1 RENAULT TUNING SPECIALIST 
TWINGO RS - CLIO RS - MEGANE RS 

Largest Stock of Tuning Products For Renault 

m 

^ " Full Workshop Facilities Sl Chassis Dynamometer 
% Dedicated Sales Team and Aftersales Support 
Established Reputation For Over 12 Years 



CALL US OW tpl202) S20800 or visit our website 

\a/v\Aa/. fc-t^ecnacing . com 
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Showroom Insurance 





Specialist Car 
Insurance 

Adrian Flux know how much you love 
your car that’s why we are dedicated 
to finding you a policy, tailor-made to 
your own personal requirements and 
driving history. Call us today for a free, 
no obligation quote! 


ADRIAN 

FLUX 


0800 081 8989 

adrianflux.co.uk 

Authorbed and regulated by the Rnanckjl Conduct Authority 


High Performance Insurance 


Benefifs ava/tab/e /nc/ude: 


FREE Legal Cover 
Breakdown Cover 
EU Cover 
Imports Cover 


Limited Mileage Discounts 
ModlHcatlons Cover 
Club Members Discounts 
Track Day Cover 







t MuLtiCar 
Discounts 


Great MultiCar discounts 
for the whole family 


Go straight to Admiral for great deals on your car insurance. 


m Voted UK's best 

car insurance provider 


AdmiraLcom 


OBOO 600 8B0 



i^ ^Admiral 


www.e voxo.uk 
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Art of speed 

Camera: Canon EOS 5D Mark III. Focal length: 25mm. Exposure: l/125sec at f/7.1 (ISO 50) 



BMW M3 CSL carbon airbox 

by DAVID VIVIAN | PHOTOGRAPHY by MALCOLM GRIFFITHS 


EVEN FOR A COMPANY THAT EMPLOYS SO MANY 

people rocking fast footwear, BMW Motorsport’s launch 
of a lightweight E46 M3 back in 2003 - the now iconic and 
appreciating CSL - was big news. Big because the regular M3 - 
with its 3.2-litre straight-six developing 338bhp at 7900rpm, and 
supported by a trick M differential, beefier brakes and an extensive development 
of the E36 M3’s chassis with bespoke springs and dampers and thicker anti-roll 
bars - seemed pretty handy as it was. 

No matter. When the M3 CSL hit the streets, there were gasps. Here was a 
hardcore statement of intent. Here was a car designed to rescue the M3’s track- 
evolved credibility following the disappointingly tubby E36 years. The CSL had 
a carbonfibre roof and rear diffuser, aluminium doors, a plastic bootlid and 
lightweight 19-inch alloys shod with super-grippy Michelin Pilot Sport Cup tyres. 
It had lightweight bucket seats and a carbon-clad cabin. It weighed a whopping 
110 kilos less than the standard M3. 

And with 355bhp, courtesy of an outrageously in-yer-face fist of a carbonfibre 
airbox, larger diameter inlet manifolds and reprofiled camshafts, the full-throttle 
upshifts hurled at the rear wheels by the robotised-manual paddle-equipped 
SMG transmission could almost bring tears to your eyes. 


Inside and out, the CSL looked svelte and suavely savage. Sounded it, too, 
that race-style carbon airbox, with its trumpet-contoured interior, extending 
the engine’s aerobic reach to exotic heights but also acting a little like a quality 
hi-fi amp, bringing extra definition and clarity to what was already a motor 
with a deliciously angry, but slightly muffled, acoustic presence. The stonking 
soundtrack and fiercely punctuated, neck-twanging acceleration positively 
urged maximum conviction and commitment from the driver. 

Arguably, no six-cylinder engine from Munich has ever raised more neck hairs 
than the CSL’s. Tell the truth, few engines from anywhere have ever sounded 
better. Within the BMW M division, the MTs, maybe? A little louder but with more 
mechanical thrash and less acoustic power. An E92 M3’s, then? A properly edgy 
V8 warble but volume limited and far too civilised by comparison. The V8 M5’s, 
surely? A creamy baritone but hardly brutish. The CSL drowns it, kills it. 

It’s a sound that seductively asserts that the E46 CSL remains the most 
focused, hardcore M3 of the lot and more than repays all the effort the M 
division’s single-minded paring and honing injected into the driving experience. 
When you lean on that 355bhp at 7900rpm the CSL really feels like it’s doing an 
honest day’s work while howling for more. We can thank the carbon airbox for 
giving maximum effort such an evocative voice. □ 



evo NEXT MONTH 

ON SALE FRIDAY JANUARY 2 


Chevrolet Gamaro Z/28 driven 

C3 Track Car of the Year C3 AlpinaB4 Biturbo C3 MacanSvRSQ3vGLA45AMG 
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Call us on Freephone 


Get a Quote Online 

warranty wise .co.uk 


If your car is over 3 years old, chances are your car warranty will have expired. 
Why risk wallet busting car repair bills? 

Protect your motor with my award-winning car warranty from Warranty wise. 

IVe designed it to offer the UK's highest level of car warranty protection - bar none! 

Call or go online for a quote and get total peace of 
nnind for any car up to 12 years old*. 




fJwiifc [itISrU— 

Designed by Quentin Willson 


95 % 1 


I Auto Express Tested 


MONEY 

BACK 




mulu 

AWARD 

WINNING 


POSITIVE 

FEEDBACK 


j.t . . 


THEO PAPH T S S WARRANTY W SE 


Warranty Wise are delighted that Theo has done the wise 
thing and protected his jaw-dropping Maybach with a 
Warrantywise warranty. 


Read the full article at: |www. warrantywise. co.uk/thec| 


QUENTIN WILLSON’S GUIDE TO 
BEING WARRANTY WISE 


Watch as motoring expert and consumer 
champion, Quentin Willson, explains the benefits 
ol a used car warranty Irom Warrantywise. 






Ncpt eMoeeding 120,000 nines. Tenns and condnons appv. Accuraie st the lune of onnlmg. 


Warrantvwise 


Like us on Facebook 


Follow us on Twitter 


KA\J I I 

AA/arrantywise 


w ©Warrantywise 


The UK’s Best Used Car Warranty 




2710 SLE 


Now with 0% APR Representative 
and £1,930 of free equipment* 



NAVIGATION 5YSTEM FULL LED HEADLIGHTS DAB DIGITAL RADIO 


TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY 


With £1,000 towards your deposit/ 50 % deposit required. 


Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon in mpg Oitres per 100km); urban 32.5 (8.7) - 72.4 (3.9); extra-urban 49.6 
(5.7) - 91.1 (3.1); combined 42.8 (6.6) - 85.6 (3.3). CO 2 emissions 154-87 g/km. 

Standard EU Test figures ^rcomparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown is a Leon 5drl.4TSI ACT 150PS FR at £20,000 RRPwith optional metallic pa]ntat£SBO RRP, Titanium Pack at £705 RAP and full LED 
headlights available fieeof chaigjeon selected models. Offermaybevarledor withdrawn at any time. Retail Sales only. '^Deposit contribution avaiEabfeto customers who purthasetheirvelipde with Hire Purchase from SEAT Finance only. 
Indemnities maybe required. Subfect to status. Offer available until S 1st December. Participating Dealers only. OverlSs. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. T&Cs apply. Freepost SEAT Finance. ^£1,930 RAP re^rs to optional 
specifkation if priced individu^y. ^Based on 0%APA Representative Hire Purchase with £9,618 deposit for model shown. 


L —iJ 

SEAT necom mends Castml EDGE Professional 


seat.co.uk 


foLiowysoiii 



